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DEDICATED 

TO 
MY SISTER NELLIE   

"Oh we're back in the Balkans again, 
Back to the joy and the pain

 

What if it burns or it blows or it snows? 
We're back to the Balkans again. 
Back, where to-morrow the quick may be 
dead, 
With a hole in his heart or a ball in his head

 

Back, where the passions are rapid and red

 

Oh, we're back to the Balkans again! "  

           SONG OF THE BALKAN PENINSULA.           



PREFACE 

IF a book cannot speak for itself, it is idle to speak for it. I 
will wa s te bu t few words on a Prefa ce. In m y two p revious 
Ba lka n books I s t rove to give th e n a t ion a l poin ts of view, 
th e a im s a n d a s p ira t ion s , th e m a n n ers a n d cu s tom s , of 
the Serbs and of the mixed population of Macedonia.  

I would now do the same for the people of High Albania.  

From th e m a s s of m a ter ia l a ccu m u la ted in a n eigh t 
m on th s ' tou r , togeth er with th a t collected on p reviou s 
vis its to Alba n ia , it is h a rd to kn ow wh a t to s elect , a n d 
wa n t of s pa ce h a s forced m e to om it a lm os t a s m u ch a s I 
have put in, of folklore, custom, and tradition.  

Th e la n d is on e s o lit t le kn own to En glis h t ra vellers th a t I 
h a ve given ra th er a com preh en s ive view of it a s a wh ole 
th a n deta ils of a n y s pecia l b ra n ch of s tu dy, a n d h a ve 
repor ted wh a t th e peop le th em s elves s a id ra th er th a n pu t 
forwa rd views of m y own wh ich a re bu t th os e of a n 
ou ts ider . Of ou ts iders ' views on Ba lka n p rob lem s we a re, 
most of us, tired.  

For a n y s u cces s I m a y h a ve ob ta in ed , I a m in deb ted 
en t irely to th e k in d a n d m os t gen erou s h elp I m et on th e 
wa y from a ll a n d s u n dry m ore es pecia lly to th e 
Fra n cis ca n s a n d Mis s ion p r ies ts of th e m ou n ta in s , a n d to 
m y gu ide Ma rko; bu t a ls o to m y h os ts a n d gu ides of a ll 
ra ces a n d religion s . Fa ith fu l, cou ra geou s , a n d h os p ita b le, 
it is perh a ps wr it ten in th e Book of Fa te th a t I s h a ll s ee 
m a n y of th em n o m ore, bu t "if a Ma n be Gra ciou s a n d 
[Page] Cou r teou s to Stra n gers , it s h ewes h e is a Cit izen of 
th e Worlde; a n d th a t h is Hea r te is n o Is la n d , cu t off from 
oth er La n ds , bu t is a Con t in en t th a t joyn es th em ." An d 
th ey will n ot h a ve pa s s ed a cros s m y life in va in , if from 
th is b r ief record s om e few rea ders lea rn a t ru er in s igh t 
into the character of the mountain tribesman  

La s t ly, I wou ld s a y th a t , th ou gh I m a de very ca refu l 
in qu iry in m a n y p la ces before record in g a n y cu s tom , 
er rors m u s t h a ve crep t in , a n d for th em I a lon e a m 
responsible.  

M.E.D.                                                    September 1909.  
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CHAPTER I 
THE LAND OF THE LIVING PAST   

"Of old sat Freedom on the heights"  
THE grea t r iver of life flows n ot even ly for a ll peop les . 

In p la ces it cra wls s lu ggis h ly th rou gh du ll fla ts , a n d th e 
monuments of a dim past moulder upon the banks that it 
h a s n o force to overflow; in oth ers it da s h es forwa rd 
tor ren t ia lly, ca rvin g n ew beds , s weep in g a wa y old 
la n dm a rks ; or it b rea ks in to ba ckwa ters a pa r t from th e 
m a in s t rea m , a n d s a gs to a n d fro, ch oked with th e 
flotsam and jetsam of all the ages.  

Su ch ba ckwa ters of life exis t in m a n y corn ers of 
Europe bu t m os t of a ll in th e Nea r Ea s t . For folk in s u ch 
la n ds t im e h a s a lm os t s tood s t ill. Th e wa n derer from th e 
Wes t s ta n ds a wes tru ck a m on gs t th em , filled with va gu e 
m em ories of th e cra d le of h is ra ce, s a yin g, "Th is d id I do 
s om e th ou s a n ds of yea rs a go; th u s d id I lie in wa it for 
m in e en em y; s o th ou gh t I a n d s o a cted I in th e begin n in g 
of Time."  

High Alba n ia is on e of th es e corn ers . I s a y High 
Alba n ia a dvis ed ly, for th e con d it ion s th a t p reva il in it a re 
very d ifferen t from th os e in Sou th Alba n ia , a n d it is with 
th e wildes t pa r ts of High Alba n ia a lon e th a t th is book 
deals.  

Th e h is tory of Alba n ia , a com plica ted ta le of extreme 
in teres t , rem a in s to be wr it ten s t ra n ge th a t it s h ou ld be 
s o. Th e cla im s of Greek , Bu lga r , a n d Serb in th e Ba lka n 
pen in s u la a re well kn own ; s o a re th e des ires of Au s tr ia , 
Ru s s ia , a n d Ita ly. Bu t it h a s been th e fa s h ion a lwa ys to 
ign ore th e r igh ts a n d cla im s of th e oldes t in h a b ita n t of 
the land, the Albanian, and every plan for the reformation 
or recon s tru ct ion of th e Nea r Ea s t th a t h a s don e s o h a s 
failed.  

"Con s ta n t in op le," s a ys th e Alba n ia n , "is th e key of 
the Near East, and Albania is the key of Constantinople."  

The history of every people is a great epic, the writing 
of wh ich is beyon d m e. Th e followin g b r ief s ketch s h ows 
on ly th e pa s s in g of th e peop les th a t h a ve s wa yed th e 
for tu n es of Nor th Alba n ia , bu t n ever yet s u bdu ed its 
stubborn individuality.  

Illy rian Period (from abou t 700 B.C. to 230 B.C.). A 
fierce t r iba l peop le, kn own a s Illyr ia n s , a re recorded a s 
dwellin g in th e la n ds n ow kn own a s Mon ten egro, High 
Alba n ia , th e Herzegovin a , a n d Bos n ia . Abou t 300 B.C. 



th ey were in va ded by th e Celts , wh o h a ve p roba b ly left a 
deep m a rk on th e peop le of to-da y by th e in fu s ion of 
Celtic blood.  

Rom an Period . Fierce figh ters a n d in vetera te p ira tes , 
th e Illyr ia n s b rou gh t down u pon th em s elves a Rom a n 
punitive expedition in 230 B.C., and, after a long struggle, 
Illyr ia beca m e a Rom a n p rovin ce. Gen t iu s , la s t k in g of 
Illyr ia , wa s defea ted a n d ca p tu red a t Scodra in 169 B.C. 
Th e la n d m u s t h a ve been th ick ly popu la ted , for th e 
Rom a n s were lon g in s u bdu in g it . Th ou s a n ds of 
p reh is tor ic gra ves exis t in va s t cem eter ies th rou gh out 
Bos n ia a n d th e Herzegovin a s im ila r on es a re fou n d in 
Servia , Mon ten egro, a n d High Alba n ia . Th ey yield m a n y 
b ron ze a n d iron ob jects of th e h igh es t in teres t , for th e 
pa t tern s a re s t ill worn , or h a ve been t ill recen t ly, by th e 
pea s a n ts of Bos n ia , Servia , Alba n ia , even of Bu lga r ia . Th e 
rayed ball or circle is not only a common pattern in silver, 
but is also a traditional tattoo pattern (see illustration).   

  

1. Prehistoric Bronze Ornament, Bosnia (Sarajevo 
Museum, Sjeversko, T. 2).  

2. Modern Silver Earring, of type common to Bosnia, 
Servia, Bulgaria, and Kosovo Vilayet.  

3, 4, 5, 6. Common Catholic Bosnian Tattoos.  

Rom e fou n d s om e of h er bes t s old iers a m on g th e 
figh t in g t r ibes m en , a n d m ore th a n on e Em peror
Dioclet ia n a n d Con s ta n t in e th e Grea t , a n d m a n y of les s er 
note, were of native blood.  

In th e m ou n ta in s , it wou ld s eem th e n a t ives reta in ed 
th eir own s peech th rou gh ou t . In th e fa t p la in la n ds of th e 
peninsu la th e Rom a n s left La t in d ia lects . Th e Rou m a n ia n 
la n gu a ge s t ill s u rvives . Th e La t in d ia lect of Illyr ia , s poken 
u n ivers a lly in th e coa s t town s in th e Midd le Ages , d ied 
ou t a t th e en d of th e n in eteen th cen tu ry, on th e is la n d of 
Veglio.  

Ch r is t ia n ity rea ch ed th e Da lm a t ia n coa s t a s ea r ly a s 
th e fir s t cen tu ry. In th e in ter ior it m a de lit t le p rogres s t ill 
the fourth.  



Th e t ra n s feren ce of th e ca p ita l of th e Rom a n Em pire 
to Byza n t iu m h a d bu t lit t le effect on Illyr ia , wh ich 
rem a in ed pa r t of th e Pa tr ia rch a te of Rom e. An d to Rom e 
th e des cen da n ts of th e Illyr ia n s h a ve to a la rge exten t 
remained faithful.  

S ervian Period (S even th Cen tury to Fourteen th 
Century). Th e n ext even t of im por ta n ce wa s th e Sla von ic 
in va s ion . Th e a n ces tors of th e m odern Servia n s pou red 
in to th e pen in s u la in ir res is t ib le n u m bers , overpowered 
th e in h a b ita n ts , a n d rea ch ed th e Da lm a t ia n coa s t , 
bu rn in g th e Rom a n town of Sa lon a , 609 A.D. Serb 
in flu en ce grew s t ron ger a n d s t ron ger . At fir s t a s t r ibes 
s u zera in to Byza n t iu m , a n d th en a s a n in depen den t 
kingdom , th ey dom in a ted th e wes t s ide of th e pen in s u la , 
a n d fin a lly, u n der th e Nem a n ja k in gs in th e th ir teen th 
a n d fou r teen th cen tu r ies , a lm os t th e wh ole of it . Th e 
Ven et ia n s ca m e in a s p rotectors of th e rem a in in g La t in 
coa s t popu la t ion in th e eleven th cen tu ry, a n d crep t by 
degrees along Dalmatia.  

Th e in ru s h in g Sla v a ppea rs n ot s o m u ch to h a ve 
d is p la ced th e n a t ive popu la t ion of old Illyr ia a s to h a ve 
a bs orbed it . Th ere is n o record of wh en th e n a t ive Illyr ia n 
la n gu a ge d ied ou t in Bos n ia , n or to wh a t exten t it h ad 
been rep la ced by a La t in s peech by th e t im e th e Sla vs 
a r r ived . In Alba n ia it n ever d ied ou t , bu t s u rvives to-day 
a s m odern Alba n ia n . An d with th e la n gu a ge h a s s u rvived 
th e fierce ra cia l in s t in ct , wh ich to th is da y m a kes th e 
Albanian regard the Slav as his first and worst foe.  

Em pires ca m e a n d wen t , a n d pa s s ed over th e 
Alba n ia n a s does wa ter off a du ck 's ba ck . In th e 
fa s tn es s es , wh ich h e h eld , h e wa s n ever m ore th a n 
n om in a lly con qu ered , a n d reta in ed h is m a rked 
in d ividu a lity a n d cu s tom s . He wa s p roba b ly on e of th e 
ca u s es of th e in s ta b ility of th e s u cces s ive m ed iæ va l 
k in gdom s , wh ich were a ll, in deed , bu t loos ely s t ru n g 
collections of temporarily suzerain tribes.  

To race hatred was added religious hatred. The Slavs, 
con ver ted to Ch r is t ia n ity by m is s ion a r ies from Sa lon ika 
in th e n in th cen tu ry, decided even tu a lly for th e Ea s tern 
Church. The Albanian remained faithful to Rome.  

A cer ta in Frère Broch a rd in 1332 th e pa lm y da ys of 
th e Grea t Servia n Em pire gives a vivid p ictu re of th e 
hatred of the Albanian for Serb rule.  

"Th ere is a m on g oth er th in gs , on e th a t m a kes it 
m u ch ea s ier to ta ke th is k in gdom (Servia ). . . . Th ere a re 



two people, the Abbanois and the Latins, who belong both 
to th e Ch u rch of Rom e. . . . Th e La t in s h a ve s ix cit ies a n d 
a s m a n y b is h ops . Anthiba ire (An t iva r i), Ca th a re (Ca t ta ro), 
Du lced in e (Du lcign o), Su a cin en s e (?), Scu ta r i, a n d 
Drivasto. In th es e on ly La t in s live. Ou ts ide th e wa lls of 
th em a re Abba n ois , wh o h a ve fou r cit ies , Pola t m a jor a n d 
Pola t m in or (th e t r iba l d is t r icts of Upper a n d Lower 
Pu la t i), Sa bba te (d ioces e of Sa ppa ), a n d Alba n ie (d ioces e 
of Du ra zzo). Th es e, with th e s ix a bove, a re u n der th e 
Arch b is h op of An t iva r i. Th es e Abba n ois h a ve a la n gu a ge 
qu ite oth er th a n La t in , bu t u s e in th eir books La t in 
let ters . Both th es e peop le a re oppres s ed u n der th e very 
h a rd s ervitu de of th e m os t h a tefu l a n d a bom in a b le 
lords h ip of th e Sla vs . If th ey s a w a Pr in ce of Fra n ce 
com in g towa rds th em , th ey wou ld m a ke h im Du ke 
a ga in s t th e a ccu rs ed Sla vs , th e en em ies of th e t ru th a n d 
of ou r fa ith . A th ou s a n d ca va liers a n d five or s ix 
ba t ta lion s , with th e a fores a id Abba n ois a n d La t in s , wou ld 
with ease conquer this kingdom, great and such as it is."  

An d n o s oon er d id th e Servia n Em pire b rea k u p a fter 
th e dea th of Ts a r Du s h a n in 1356 , th a n th e Alba n ia n s 
a ros e, a n d powerfu l ch iefs ru led s oon in la n ds th a t h a d 
been his.  

Th e Servia n k in gdom s h ra n k n or th wa rd . Th e 
Ba ls h a s , a lin e of ch iefta in s of Serb or igin , form ed a 
p r in cipa lity wh ich in t im e in clu ded a la rge pa r t of Alba n ia 
a n d th e Zeta (m odern Mon ten egro). Th ou gh of Serb or igin 
they were probably of mixed blood. Their sympathies were 
Alba n ia n , for th ey m a de a llia n ce with th e Alba n ia n 
ch iefta in s , a n d fou gh t a ga in s t Ma rko Kra ljevich , th e bes t 
beloved of Serb h eroes , wres t in g from h im Ipek a n d 
Prizren (1373).  

Down on th e s t ru gglin g m a s s of lit t le p r in cipa lit ies 
ca m e th e Tu rks . Greek , Bu lga r , a n d Serb were s h a t tered . 
Th e fin a l grea t victory of th e Tu rks a t Kos ovo es ta b lis h ed 
them in Europe to this day.  

Th e Alba n ia n s were th e la s t to fa ll. Led by th eir grea t 
h ero Sken derbeg, th ey offered a m a gn ificen t res is ta n ce. 
Bu t th ey h a d n ot ou tgrown th e t r iba l s ys tem , a n d on h is 
dea th (1467) b roke u p u n der r iva l ch iefs a n d were 
overpowered . An d a fter th is th e a n ces tors of m a n y of th e 
m odern t r ibes fled from Bos n ia a n d Ra s h ia , a n d refu ged 
in High Albania.  

As for th e very la rge popu la t ion th a t m u s t h a ve been 
of m ixed Serbo-Illyr ia n b lood , wh eth er th ey even tu a lly 



ca lled th em s elves Serb or Alba n ia n s eem s to h a ve la rgely 
depen ded u pon wh eth er th ey decided in fa vou r of Rom e 
or the Orthodox Church.  

There are certain old Roman Catholic communities in 
Bosnia that have preserved to this day the ancient Illyrian 
cu s tom of ta t tooin g. Th is is n ever p ra ct is ed by th e 
Or th odox or Mos lem Sla vs , bu t is com m on a m on g both 
Ca th olic a n d Mos lem Alba n ia n s . It is th erefore pos s ib le 
th a t th es e ta t tooed Bos n ia n s , th ou gh n ow Serboph on e, 
des cen d from th e p re-Sla von ic in h a b ita n ts , a n d h a ve n ot 
yet los t th e cu s tom of pu t t in g on a d is t in gu s h in g m a rk . It 
is of s pecia l in teres t to n ote th a t , of th e p res en t t r ibes in 
North Alba n ia , th e m os t ta t tooed a re th os e th a t rela te 
that they fled from Bosnia to avoid the Turks.  

Forced to a ccep t Tu rk is h s u zera in ty, th e pos it ion of 
th e Alba n ia n s wa s yet d ifferen t from th a t of th e oth er 
con qu ered peop les . Th ey reta in ed very m a n y p r ivileges, 
and remained semi-independent under their own chiefs.  

Th eir ra ce in s t in ct th e u n rea s on in g, b lin d in s t in ct of 
self-preservation drove th em ever a ga in s t th eir old foe, 
th e Sla v. Th ey d id n ot h a te th e Tu rk les s , bu t th ey h a ted 
th e Sla v m ore. Tu rn in g Mos lem in n u m bers , a n d th ereby 
ga in in g grea t in flu en ce u n der Tu rk is h ru le, Mos lem a n d 
Christian Albanian alike supported Turk against Slav.  

Alrea dy in th e s ixteen th cen tu ry th e Alba n ia n s bega n 
to go over to Is la m . To-da y two-th irds of th e Gh egs (Nor th 
Alba n ia n s ) a re Mos lem . Th e rea s on s a re n ot fa r to s eek . 
Sch ool for n a t ive p r ies ts th ere s eem s to h a ve been n on e. 
Foreign priests were often ignorant of native language and 
cu s tom . Th e b is h ops , la rgely foreign ers , s t rove on ly ea ch 
to ob ta in power for h im s elf. "Th e h u n gry s h eep looked u p 
and were not fed."  

As ea r ly a s 1684 th e qu a rrels of th e b is h ops for 
ter r itory h a d becom e s o b it ter th a t a com m is s ion wa s 
a ppoin ted to delim it th e b is h opr ics of Sa ppa , Du ra zzo, 
a n d Ales s io, a n d th e th ree b is h ops were s olem n ly a d jured 
to obs erve th es e lim its . "For it is n ot m eet th a t you r 
lords h ips s h ou ld con ten d fu r th er , beca u s e of th e s ca n da l 
th a t m a y be ca u s ed , n ot on ly a m on g th e fa ith fu l, bu t a ls o 
beca u s e of th e gra ve in con ven ien ces th a t a r is e from 
quarrels in those parts that are under the Turks."  

Yet in 1702 it was again necessary to call the bishops 
to order . Pope Clem en t XI., of Alba n ia n b lood on h is 
m oth er 's s ide, wis h fu l to s a ve h is Alba n ia n b reth ren , s en t 
Vicen t iu s Zm a jevich , Arch b is h op of An t iva r i, a s Vis ita tor 



Apostolicu s , to Alba n ia . After t ra vers in g th e m ou n ta in s 
a n d vis it in g a ll th e t r ibes , h e m a kes a m os t la m en ta b le 
repor t . Th e vin eya rds of th e Lord a re corru p t , des ola te, 
given over to pa ga n a n d Tu rk is h p ra ct ices ; th e b is h ops 
a re qu a rrellin g with on e a n oth er for va r iou s villa ges . Th e 
wors t ca s e h e gives is th a t of Pos tr ipa , for wh ich th ree 
b is h ops a t on ce con ten ded , wh ile th e peop le were left 
"with ou t lea der or s h eph erd , like a s ca t tered flock s u b ject 
to pers ecu t ion a n d oppres s ion ." To-da y a very la rge pa r t 
of Pos tr ipa is Mos lem , wh ich is n ot s u rp r is in g. Th a t a n y 
Ca th olics n ow rem a in in Nor th Alba n ia is m a in ly du e to 
th e effor ts of th e Fra n cis ca n s , of wh os e cou ra ge th ere ca n 
be n o qu es t ion , a n d wh o, th rou gh th e th ree da rkes t 
centuries, took Albania under their special care.  

During the years dating from the Turkish conquest to 
th e en d of th e eigh teen th cen tu ry, th e Alba n ia n s 
con t in u ed to p res s th e Sla vs ba ck a n d to reoccu py 
ter r itory. More th a n on ce, es pecia lly u n der th e powerfu l 
Pa s h a s of Scu ta r i th e Bu s h a t lis th ey were on th e poin t of 
ga in in g com plete in depen den ce; a n d , h a d th ey pos s es s ed 
organising power, would have done so.  

Bu t th ou gh th ey were a s er iou s da n ger to th e power 
of th e Tu rk in Eu rope, th eir s u cces s ive effor ts were 
doom ed to fa ilu re, owin g to th e wa n t of u n ity ca u s ed by 
th e t r iba l s ys tem . An d before th ey were rea dy to s ta n d 
a lon e th e t ide of Tu rk is h a ffa irs tu rn ed . Th e Serb a ros e; 
th e Sla v a ga in a ppea red a s in va der . Ru s s ia p rocla im ed a 
Holy Wa r to free th e Serbs a fter fou r cen tu r ies of 
oppression.  

Th e deta ils of th e Serb res u rrect ion , a n d of th e 
s u cces s ive Ru s s ia n ca m pa ign s , a re too well kn own a n d 
too recent to need re-telling.  

Th e Alba n ia n s h a d , a n d h a ve, n o a llied power to 
com e th u s to th eir a id . Th ey th rew a s ide p la n s of 
in depen den ce, a n d a ga in m a de com m on ca u s e with th e 
Tu rk a ga in s t th eir old en em y th e Sla v, in th e s t ru ggle for 
exis ten ce. Th is t im e th ey p la yed a los in g ga m e. Th ey h a d 
n ot m erely m ilita ry force to con ten d with , bu t a ls o th e 
forces of edu ca t ion a n d civilis a t ion . Between th e 
ca m pa ign s , Ru s s ia s pa red n eith er effor t n or m on ey to 
ra is e th e con d it ion of both Serb a n d Bu lga r . More 
es pecia lly between th e Cr im ea a n d th e wa r of 1876-77, 
m on ey wa s pou red in to Ma cedon ia a n d Bu lga r ia la vis h ly. 
Sch ools a n d ch u rch es were bu ilt , tea ch ers s en t to p rea ch 
the Panslavonic idea and fit the people for freedom.  



Th e Sla v t r iu m ph ed . Tu rkey, u t ter ly cru s h ed , h a d to 
a ccep t s u ch term s a s Eu rope ch os e to d icta te. An d with 
th e Tu rks fell th e Alba n ia n s . Th ey were in fa ct th e 
grea tes t s u fferers . As va lia n t ly a s a n y oth ers th ey h a d 
fou gh t for th eir fa th er la n d , bu t th ey were cla s s ed a s 
Turks and their claims ignored.  

Eu rope, too, wa s n ow a fra id of th e Sla v. To ch eck 
Sla von ic a dva n ce, th e wh olly Sla von ic la n ds were h a n ded 
over to Au s tr ia to be "a dm in is tered" (h a ve th eir Slavism 
cru s h ed ou t of th em ), a n d la n ds wh olly Alba n ia n were 
awarded to Montenegro.  

Th e Alba n ia n s flew to a rm s a n d s a ved th eir town s of 
Gu s in je a n d Tu zh i, bu t were ordered in s tea d to cede 
Du lcign o, on e of th eir bes t por ts . Never h a s th ere been a 
m ore m is ta ken p iece of bu llyin g th a n th e n a va l 
dem on s tra t ion , in s t iga ted by Gla ds ton e, to force th e 
ces s ion of th is wh olly Alba n ia n town . Th e la rge m a r it im e 
popu la t ion left it , a n d h a s n ever been rep la ced . Tra de h a s 
decrea s ed , a n d Du lcign o rem a in s a m on u m en t of 
diplom a tic b lu n der . Th e Mon ten egr in s h a ve been u n a b le 
to develop it ; it is a con s ta n t rem in der to th e Alba n ia n s 
th a t th ey m a y expect n o ju s t ice from Eu rope, a n d it h a s 
en h a n ced th eir h a tred of th e Sla v. Au s tr ia h a s ta ken 
a dva n ta ge of th is , a n d works u pon it . On ly la s t win ter , 
wh en wa r between Mon ten egro a n d Au s tr ia wa s 
im m in en t , th e Alba n ia n s were a dvis ed to a t ta ck 
s im u lta n eou s ly with Au s tr ia a n d redeem Du lcign o, a n d 
were offered rifles.  

Nor th Alba n ia is a h otbed of Au s tr ia n in t r igu e. Th e 
Au s tr ia n Con s u l-genera l even ta kes it on h im s elf to s py 
th e a ct ion s of tou r is ts , a s th ou gh th e la n d were a lrea dy 
under Austrian jurisdiction.  

Scu ta r i s wa rm s with foreign con s u ls , a n d th e 
Alba n ia n h a s a cqu ired th e ba d h a b it of cryin g to on e a n d 
th e oth er for h elp . Au s tr ia , by la vis h expen d itu re, s t r ives 
to bu y u p th e t r ibes . Ita ly offers cou n ter a t t ra ct ion s . Th e 
Alba n ia n h a s lea rn t by lon g p ra ct ice h ow to p la y off on e 
a ga in s t th e oth er . He a ccep ts m on ey u pon occa s ion from 
ea ch a n d a ll th a t offer it , a n d u s es it for h is p r iva te en ds . 
Th is a n n oys th e con s u ls . Th ey h a te to be ou twit ted a t 
th eir own ga m e, to fin d th a t wh en th ey m ea n to u s e h im 
a s a pa wn h e cr ies , "Ch eck to you r k in g!" Th ey ca ll h im 
bad names but it is only the "pot calling the kettle black"
and they offer bigger bribes.  



"'Will you wa lk in to m y pa r lou r? '" s a id th e s p ider to 
th e fly." An d s h ou ld h e ever ra s h ly wa lk in to eith er , h e 
will rue the day.  

On e m u s t live in Scu ta r i to rea lis e th e a m ou n t of 
s pyin g a n d wire-pu llin g ca r r ied on by th e Powers u n der 
pretence of spreading sweetness and light.  

Th e Alph a bet qu es t ion will s u ffice a s a s a m ple. In 
ea r ly da ys a n a lph a bet wa s m a de by Bis h op Bogda n , a n d 
u s ed by th e J es u its for a ll Alba n ia n p r in ted m a t ter 
requ ired by th e ch u rch . Br iefly, it is th e La t in a lph a bet 
with fou r a dd it ion a l fa n cy let ters . Th e s pellin g u s ed is 
oth erwis e a s in Ita lia n . Help from with ou t h a d en a b led 
Greek , Serb , a n d Bu lga r u n der Tu rk is h ru le to h a ve 
s ch ools in th eir own ton gu es . Th e n a tu ra l res u lt h a s been 
th a t ea ch in tu rn h a s revolted , a n d , s o fa r a s pos s ib le, 
won freedom from Tu rk is h ru le. An d th os e th a t h a ve n ot 
yet don e s o look forwa rd , in s p ite of th e You n g Tu rk , to 
ultimate union with their kin.  

Alba n ia a woke la te to th e va lu e of edu ca t ion a s a 
m ea n s of ob ta in in g n a t ion a l freedom , a n d dem a n ded 
n a t ion a l s ch ools . Bu t th e Tu rks , too, h a d th en lea rn t by 
exper ien ce. Th ey rep lied , "We h a ve h a d qu ite en ou gh of 
s ch ools in n a t ion a l la n gu a ges . No, you don 't !" a n d 
prohibited, under heavy penalty, not only schools, but the 
printing of the language.  

Th e on ly pos s ib le s ch ools were th os e fou n ded by 
Au s tr ia a n d Ita ly, os ten s ib ly to give religiou s in s t ru ct ion . 
Th es e u s ed th e J es u its ' a lph a bet . Ten yea rs a go s om e 
pa tr iot ic Alba n ia n s , h ea ded by th e Abbot of th e Mird ites , 
decided th a t th e s im ple La t in a lph a bet wa s fa r m ore 
p ra ct ica l. Th ey recon s tru cted th e or th ogra ph y of th e 
la n gu a ge, u s in g on ly La t in let ters , a n d offered th eir 
s im p le a n d p ra ct ica l s ys tem to th e Au s tr ia n s ch ools , 
volunteering to translate and prepare the necessary books 
if Au s tr ia wou ld p r in t th em neith er s ide to be pa id . A 
wh ole s et of books wa s m a de rea dy a n d pu t in u s e. 
Edu ca t ion wa s a t la s t firm ly s ta r ted ; it rem a in ed on ly to 
go forwa rd . Bu t a u n ited a n d edu ca ted Alba n ia wa s th e 
la s t th in g Au s tr ia wis h ed to s ee. Fa ced with a pa tr iot ic 
n a t ive clergy a n d a com m it tee s t r ivin g for n a t ion a l 
developm en t , Au s tr ia recoiled . Th ree yea rs a go th e s im ple 
La t in a lph a bet wa s th rown ou t of th e Au s tr ia n s ch ools 
and a brand new system adopted, swarming with accents, 
with s evera l fa n cy let ters , a n d with in n u m era b le mute 



"ee's " p r in ted u ps ide down a s ta r t lin g effect , a s of pa ges 
of uncorrected proofs!  

It wa s in ven ted by a n in flu en t ia l p r ies t . It s a dop t ion 
en a b led Au s tr ia to s p lit th e n a t ive p r ies th ood in to two 
r iva l ca m ps , a n d a s it wa s n ot a dop ted by th e Ita lia n 
schools to em ph a s is e th e d ifferen ce between th e p ro-
Italian and pro-Austrian parties; and that it was expressly 
in trodu ced for th es e pu rpos es n o on e wh o h a s h ea rd a ll 
sides can doubt.  

Nor ca n Alba n ia n edu ca t ion m a ke a n y p rogres s t ill it 
h a s s ch ools in wh ich n o foreign Power is a llowed to 
intrigue. Such are now being started.  

But enough of Scutari. I was bound for up-country.  
Tra vel in Tu rkey is gen era lly com plica ted by th e fa ct 

that the political situation is strained. It was exceptionally 
s o in th e begin n in g of Ma y 1908 . An En glis h m a n wh o, s ix 
weeks before, h a d a pp lied for a teskereh to t ra vel in la n d , 
had been flatly refused, and had had to give up his tour.  

To a s k , I wa s told , wa s to cou r t refu s a l. I m u s t "ta ke 
my blood on my own head" and slip off quietly or give up.  

"It is m y du ty to s h ow you th is ," s a id ou r Vice-
con s u l; "bu t , a s I kn ow you , I do n ot s u ppos e it will m a ke 
a n y d ifferen ce." It wa s a n officia l let ter from ou r Em ba s s y 
in Con s ta n t in op le, wa rn in g a ll pers on s t ra vellin g in th e 
Tu rk is h Em pire m erely for p lea s u re, th a t th e Br it is h 
Govern m en t wou ld n eith er be res pon s ib le for th eir s a fety 
n or pa y ra n s om . Th e pa lm y da ys of civis Rom anus s um 
are over.  

As I kn ew th ere wa s n o ca s e on record of a s t ra n ger 
bein g "h eld u p" in Nor th Alba n ia , a n d , m oreover , th e 
Alba n ia n is a n old fr ien d of m in e, it "m a de n o d ifferen ce." 
Meanwhile, it remained only to find a suitable dragoman.  

Mea n wh ile I exp lored th e en viron s of Scu ta r i. Th ey 
a re s t rewn with th e wrecka ge of dea d Em pires past 
Powers only the Albanian "goes on for ever."  

In th e fou r th cen tu ry th e d is t r ict wa s a Rom a n 
p rovin ce ca lled Preva lita n a its ch ief town s were Scodra , 
Dioclea , a n d Driva s to. Scodra wa s very ea r ly a b is h opr ic, 
a n d , a ccord in g to a Bu ll of Piu s IX., wa s ra is ed to a n 
a rch b is h opr ic from 307 to 601 . Th e Arch b is h op wa s th en 
t ra n s fer red to Dioclea , a n d th en ce a t th e en d of th e ten th 
cen tu ry to An t iva r i. An t iva r i is s t ill a n a rch b is h opr ic the 
remains of Dioclea have been recently excavated. Drivasto 
wa s a b is h opr ic t ill 877 , a n d is n ow a h ea p of ru ins. 



Scu ta r i a lon e s u rvives a s th e ca p ita l, a n d wa s ra is ed 
again to an archbishopric in 1867. So turns the world.  

I left Scutari at 5 A.M., piloted by a native who "knew 
a ll a bou t gu id in g foreign ers ," a n d rega rded it a s ru n n in g 
con tra ba n d . "Th e Va li," h e s a id , "a t th a t h ou r wou ld s t ill 
be a s leep ." Goin g over th e p la in , we followed th e Kir i a n d 
cros s ed it on th e fin e s ton e b r idge, th e Ura Mes it , s a id to 
be Venetian.  

High on a h ill th a t gu a rds th e en tra n ce of th e Kir i 
va lley s tood Driva s to Dris h t i a s it is n ow ca lled . Ha lf-way 
u p , th e m odern villa ge is bu ilt a m on g th e ru in s of lit t le 
h ou s es . A ru de ga tewa y in th e rem a in s of a n old wa ll 
lea ds to it . Th e peop le h a ve been Mos lem ju s t two 
centuries th a t is , s in ce th e b is h ops qu a rrelled over th em . 
On th e s u m m it a re th e ru in s of th e cita del th a t in th e 
th ir teen th , fou r teen th , a n d fifteen th cen tu r ies wa s of 
s om e im por ta n ce. From th e th ir teen th cen tu ry th e 
Comneni Des pots of Ep iru s , a n d des cen da n ts of a s ide 
b ra n ch of th e Byza n t in e Im per ia l fa m ily were lords of 
Drivas to. It wa s pa r t of th e Ba ls h a Pr in cipa lity, a n d in 
1396 th e Ba ls h a p r in ce, u n a b le to with s ta n d th e 
on com in g Tu rk , s old Dr iva s to with th e con s en t of it s la s t 
lord , An gelo (An drea ?) Fla vio Com n en o, a lon g with 
Scutari, to the Venetians. But in vain.  

Th e Tu rks took it , a fter a m os t b loody s t ru ggle, in 
1478 , h ewed off th e h ea ds of th e con qu ered lea ders , a n d 
s et th em on p ikes rou n d belea gu ered Scu ta r i to s t r ike 
ter ror in to its defen ders . Scu ta r i too fell. Th e s u rvivors 
from both Scu ta r i a n d Driva s to fled to Ven ice in th e 
records of wh ich th e n a m es of m a n y well-known Albanian 
families occur and Drivasto was wiped out of existence.  

Na u gh t rem a in s n ow of th es e "old , u n h a ppy, fa r -off 
th in gs " bu t th e ou ter wa ll of th e cita del, of rou gh , 
u n m orta red s ton e, a n d a few fra gm en ts of bu ild in gs . 
Coin s a n d oth er relics a re fou n d from t im e to t im e, bu t 
th e Dr is h t i folk keep jea lou s wa tch th a t n o s t ra n ger s h a ll 
s ea rch in wh a t th ey rega rd a s th eir own Tom Tidd ler 's 
ground.  

Th e Mos lem villa ge peop le, repu ted fa n a t ica l, were 
most fr ien d ly. We were a s ked in to th e wide ba lcon y of a 
h ou s e wh ere th e wom en u n veiled , a n d wea r in g a b ig tu ft 
of b la ck -dyed h a ir on eith er s ide of th e fa ce were bu s y 
wea vin g red a n d wh ite s t r iped cot ton . Men a n d wom en 
s a t rou n d a n d a m u s ed th em s elves h u gely, tea ch in g m e 
Alba n ia n . Th en th e wom en boiled m ilk for m e, a n d th e 



m en in veigh ed a ga in s t th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t . Ha d to 
pa y ta x, cou ld n ot a void it , th e town is s o n ea r a n d it a ll 
goes in to th e Va li's pocket . Noth in g is don e for th e la n d . 
By God th e m en of th e m ou n ta in s a re bet ter off! Noth in g 
is done for them, but they do not have to pay for it.  

Dr is h t i folk a re th r ifty a n d in du s tr iou s . All th e r iver 
ba n k is m a de in to n ea t m a rket-ga rden s , fu ll of lit t le 
pon ds , from wh ich th e wa ter is s ca t tered with h u ge 
wooden la d les , a n d th e p rodu ce is ta ken week ly to 
Scutari. When I left the elder lady rubbed cheeks with me, 
and all begged me to come again.  

My n ext wa lk wa s to th e villa ges Gu r i Zi a n d J u ba n i, 
with a la d of twen ty. Over th e p la in we wen t , ea s t of 
Scu ta r i to th e Kir i, wh ich wa s deep a n d fu ll, a n d 
b r idgeles s , a n d fou n d a wa dea b le s h a llow wh ere it s p rea d 
in fou r wide s t rea m s . Th e wa ter wa s cold from th e 
m ou n ta in s n ows , a n d th e bot tom s lippery s h in gle. It wa s 
on e of th e occa s ion s u pon wh ich I won der wh y I h a ve 
com e. Nor wa s th e oth er s ide m u ch bet ter . All th e fields 
were flooded . We dodged d itch es a n d pa dd led in liqu id 
m u d . Bu t th e frogs kep t u s h a ppy by h olla in g a n d 
s h ou t in g "Brek-kek-kek-kek" a ll th e t im e. Th eir Alba n ia n 
name, bretkots, m u s t com e from th a t cla s s ic ch a n t . It 
s h ou ld be n oted th a t th ey p ron ou n ce "koa x" a s "koa ch ," 
with a gu t tera l Germ a n "ch ." Perh a ps th ey a re th e on ly 
peop le wh o rem em ber th e correct p ron u n cia t ion . An d th e 
m u dfla ts were bea u teou s with ta ll wh ite flowers like 
bunches of snowdrops on one stalk.  

Ch r is t ia n J u ba n i wa s h os p ita b le a s Mos lem Dris h t i. 
Th e m en were ou t p lou gh in g, bu t th e wom en , s ewin g a n d 
wea vin g a t h om e, welcom ed m e to th eir lit t le red -tiled, 
white-wa s h ed h ou s es . Th es e, qu ite u n fu rn is h ed with in , 
were very fa ir ly clea n , a n d th e ch ild ren bon n y a n d n ewly 
wa s h ed . Mos t of th e boys h a d a cros s ta t tooed on th e 
ba ck of th e r igh t h a n d . Two ca m e with u s , a n d da s h ed 
in to th e h edge to h u n t a la rge gra s s s n a ke (Pseudopus), 
excellen t ea t in g th ey s a id , on ly you m u s t cu t off it s h ea d , 
for it is pois on ou s (it is n ot , bu t ca n b ite s h a rp ly); a ls o 
beca u s e you m u s t a lwa ys cu t off a s n a ke's h ea d . If you 
lea ve it a s dea d , a n d oth er s n a kes fin d it before s u n down , 
th ey will cu re it even th ou gh its ba ck be b roken to p ieces . 
Th e gra s s s n a ke es ca ped . A few tor tois es ca m e ou t 
gra zin g. Th es e too a re very n ice to ea t , I wa s told , bu t 
la ter in th e yea r n ow "th ey h a d been ea t in g ea r th a ll th e 
winter, so were not good." 



From J u ba n i we wen t to Gu r i Zi ("Bla ck Ston e") 
wh ich ta kes its n a m e from a h u ge is ola ted rock . Th e 
villa ge is la rgely Mos lem , bu t fr ien d ly. Th ere is in deed n o 
da n ger in vis it in g th e villa ges n ea r Scu ta r i, s a ve from th e 
dogs , wh ich a re t ra in ed to fly a t a ll s t ra n gers . Th ey a re 
great grey or white wolfish beasts, often with wolf blood in 
th em (th e h ybr id is fer t ile). "With ou t dogs we ca n n ot live," 
s a y th e peop le. An d wh en ea ch h ou s e h a s th ree or fou r 
loose at night, no enemy can approach unnoticed. 

Even wh en pu pp ies m ere flu ffy ba lls th ey a re 
extra ord in a r ily ferociou s , a n d before th ey ca n ru n or ba rk 
will roll over a n d ch oke in th eir effor ts to s ca re you . Ha d 
it not been for the English laws about imported dogs, I felt 
tem pted to bu y fifty for Irela n d . Th e d r ivers of oth er folk 's 
cattle would find it a case of "the biter bit." 

Th e p r ies t of Gu r i Zi en ter ta in ed m e with th e ta le of 
h ow h is la rge m ou s ta ch es ca u s ed h im to be a r res ted in 
Ita ly on th e ch a rge of m a s qu era d in g a s a p r ies t . "A m a n 
m a y be a very good p r ies t ," s a id th e old gen t lem a n , "fit for 
Pa ra d is e, bu t h e won 't do for Alba n ia u n les s h e h a s a 
m ou s ta ch e. If th ey've m a de h im s h a ve it off a b roa d , h e 
m u s t ju s t s it in h is room in Scu ta r i t ill it h a s grown 
again." 

To be with ou t a m ou s ta ch e, both in Mon ten egro a n d 
Alba n ia , is h eld to be pecu lia r ly d is gra cefu l. Th e wicked 
m a n of Alba n ia n fa iry s tor ies is a chosé (a h a ir les s m a n ). 
Wh en I m en t ion ed , in Mon ten egro, th a t m y b roth er wa s 
clea n s h a ven , I wa s told n ot to repea t s u ch d is gra cefu l 
facts about him. 

My you th fu l gu ide ob jected to goin g m ore wa lks 
with ou t a r ifle. I h a d been s pecia lly a dvis ed to go 
una rm ed . "If you r boy wa n ts a gu n h e p roba b ly owes 
blood. Don't go with him." 

We were to go to Vra ka n ext da y, a n d , con tra ry to 
orders , h e tu rn ed u p with a Ma r t in i a n d a belt fu ll of 
cartridges borrowed a n d pers is ted in ta k in g th em ; a n d , 
thus weighted, objected to carrying my lunch-bag. 

Vra ka , th e on ly Or th odox Serb villa ge in th e d is t r ict , 
lies an hour and a half north of Scutari on the plain. 

Th e peop le were h igh ly deligh ted th a t I cou ld s pea k 
with th em , a n d a t on ce s ta r ted cook in g m e a m ea l. It 
wou ld be a d is gra ce, th ey s a id , for m e to ea t m y own food 
in their village. 



The stone houses are good and large some great one-
roomed structures, others with stable below and dwelling-
room above. 

Th e peop le com pla in ed grea t ly of Mos lem 
pers ecu t ion . Th e h ou s es were fu ll of r ifles . "Vra ka ," s a id 
m y h os t , "is m a de u p of va r iou s fa m ilies th a t h a d fled , 
beca u s e th ey owed b lood , from Bos n ia a n d Mon ten egro 
a bou t two h u n dred yea rs a go." Th ey n u m ber n ow s om e 
on e th ou s a n d s ou ls . His fa m ily h a d s ix h ou s es , m u ch 
la n d , grew m a ize a n d vin es , a n d m a de p len ty of win e a n d 
rakia. Bein g n ea r th e la ke, th ey h a d en ou gh fis h for 
Wedn es da ys a n d Fr ida ys . (A wom a n wa s s t r in gin g lit t le 
fis h on a lon g wire, a n d h a n gin g th em in loops to a grea t 
wooden fra m e over th e open h ea r th , to be s m oke-dried.) 
Were it n ot for th e Mos lem s th ey cou ld live very well, bu t 
n ot on e of th e Vra ka m en cou ld n ow go in to Scu ta r i. Th ey 
wou ld be s h ot on th e wa y. Th e wom en h a d to do a ll 
bazaar business. 

He added philosophically, "The Moslems have killed a 
great many of us, but, thanks to God, we have shot plenty 
of them." 

At Scu ta r i I wa s told it wa s qu ite t ru e th a t th e Vra ka 
men lived at the end of a gun both ends
a n d h a d n o p rotect ion from th e Va li. Th e 
Vra ka wom en wea r th eir h a ir looped in 
two p la its on ea ch s ide of th e fa ce a n d 
fa s ten ed with a cowrie-s h ell. It is ra re to 
fin d th e cowrie s o fa r wes t in Eu rope. A 
ch ild h a d a cowrie a n d b lu e bea ds on its 
forehead. The women would not say why. 
Th e m en la u gh ed a n d s a id it wa s a ga in s t th e Evil Eye the 
women had put it there. 

I bega n to d ra w th e room . Th e wom a n s n a tch ed u p 
th e ba by a n d d rove oth er ch ild ren a wa y. "You m a y write 
the house," she said, "but not the children." 

Th e h ea d of th e fa m ily s lep t in a cu bby-h ou s e of 
h u rd le, h u n g from a t ie-bea m of th e roof a n d s u ppor ted 
on a pole below. A lon g row of ch es ts h eld cloth in g, a n d 
food wa s s tored in ba s kets h u n g ou t of rea ch of ra ts a n d 
cats. All houses were marked with many crosses. 

Th e ch u rch h a d been bu ilt with Ru s s ia n h elp . My 
you th , a Ca th olic, d is a pproved of it , a n d wh is pered, 
"Th es e peop le a re n ot Ch r is t ia n s , th ey a re on ly Greeks !" I 
s a id th a t th e Alba n ia n s in th e s ou th h a d ch u rch es like 
this. He replied, "They are not Christians, but Tosks." 



We retu rn ed to Scu ta r i with ou t m eet in g a n y "b lood 
foes ," bu t th e you th los t on e of th e borrowed ca r t r idges , 
and had to pay threepence for it, which depressed him. 

Th en th ere tu rn ed u p th e m a n for wh om I h a d been 
wa it in g, on e Ma rko. He h a d been in h is you n g da ys 
servant to a war correspondent, and knew all about rough 
tra vellin g. He h a d fr ien ds in a ll th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes . An d 
to h is res ou rcefu ln es s a n d in telligen ce I owe wh a tever 
success I may have attained on my travels. 

His pa t ien ce wa s u n fa ilin g, n or wou ld h e ever a llow 
m in e to b rea k down . "We m u s t rem em ber ," h e wou ld s a y, 
"th e Wolf a n d th e Fox. Th e Wolf a n d th e Fox h ea rd th a t 
Ma n wa s com in g to ta ke th eir k in gdom a n d k ill th em . 
On e da y, wh en ou t togeth er in th e fores t , th e Wolf pu t h is 
foot in an iron trap and began to howl loudly. 'What is the 
m a t ter? ' cr ied th e Fox. 'Oh , m y foot! m y foot!' s crea m ed 
th e Wolf. 'Is th a t a ll? ' s a id th e Fox. 'If you m a ke s u ch a 
n ois e a bou t a foot , wh a tever will you do to-m orrow wh en 
Ma n com es to h a m m er you on th e h ea d t ill you a re 
dead?'" 

Mora l. However ba d th in gs a re, th ey m igh t be wors e. 
It is well to rem em ber th is in th e Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s
and elsewhere.    

CHAPTER II 
THE LAND AND THE LAW  

"But natheles, while I have tyme and space, 
Or that I forther in this Talé pace 
Me thinketh it accordant to resoun', 
To telle yow al the condicioun 
Of eche of hem so as it semede me 
And whiche they weren, and of what degre."   

THE la n d n or th of Scu ta r i, ca lled Ma lts ia e m a dh e, 
th e Grea t Mou n ta in La n d , is th e h om e of five la rge t r ibes
Hoti, Gruda, Kastrati, Skreli, and Kilmeni. It is part of the 
s a m e grou p of m ou n ta in s th a t form th e bu lk of 
Montenegro th e grey wildern es s of ba r ren rock , ca lled 
Ka rs t , th a t gla res da zzlin g in th e m ids u m m er s u n a n d 
beats back the heat with cruel force, takes wondrous blue 
a n d m a u ve s h a dows a t da wn a n d even , a n d , wh en wet , is 
th e h ea vy pu rp le-b la ck of a th u n der-clou d . Very lit t le of it 
is cu lt iva b le. Grea t t ra cts a re wa ter les s , depen d in g s olely 



on ra in fa ll a ch in g wildern es s es , th e ba re bon es of a h a lf-
created world. 

Th e wh ole d is t r ict con s is ts , m a in ly, of two lon g deep 
valleys and the high ranges that form their watersheds. 

Th e on e is th e va lley of th e Ts em , a s wift s t rea m , 
n ever d ry, th a t ru n s pa ra llel with a n d n ea r to th e 
Mon ten egr in fron t ier a n d in to th e La ke of Scu ta r i. Th e 
oth er is th a t of th e Pron i Th a a t (d ry tor ren t), wh ich bu t 
s eldom h a s wa ter in it , bu t in olden da ys m u s t h a ve been 
of grea t force, for it h a s ca rved a deep ca n yon below, a n d 
h a s a bove a wide bed of wa ter -worn bou lders . Th e 
s u m m its of th e m ou n ta in ra n ge th a t r is es on its left ba n k 
form , rou gh ly s pea k in g, th e fron t iers of Ma lts ia e m a dh e, 
with its neighbours, the Lower Pulati group and Shala. 

On its oth er s ides , Ma lts ia e m a dh e is bou n ded by 
th e la ke a n d by th e Mon ten egr in fron t ier (a pu rely 
polit ica l a n d in n o wa y eth n ogra ph ic lin e). In th e n or th 
th e m ou n ta in ra n ge ca lled th e Prok let ija ("a ccu rs ed ," a 
n a m e often er ron eou s ly a pp lied by t ra vellers to a ll th e 
Nor th Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s ) d ivides it from th e la n ds of 
Gusinje. 

To Ma lts ia e m a dh e I fir s t tu rn ed m y s teps not to see 
th e m ou n ta in s , bu t to s ee life, h is tory, th e wor ld , a n d th e 
grea t u n kn own , a s it looks to th e m ou n ta in m a n . On e 
ra ce h a s n ever yet s een with th e eyes of a n oth er , perh a ps 
n ever will. Un ivers a l pea ce is a fa r cry. Bu t th e 
pers pect ive of everyth in g, life a n d m odern polit ics 
included, depends entirely upon the point from which it is 
viewed. 

To a t ta in th is s ta n dpoin t on e m u s t live th e life of th e 
peop le, a n d kn ow n ot m erely th e pa s t , bu t th e p res en t 
facts of their life. And the main fact is the tribe (fis). It has 
been both th eir s t ren gth a n d th eir wea kn es s . Ea ch tribe 
h a s a defin ite ta le of or igin . Des cen t is t ra ced s t r ict ly 
th rou gh th e m a le lin e, a n d th e t ra d it ion h a n ded from 
father to son through memories undebauched by print. 

Th e h ea d of ea ch fis is it s h ered ita ry s ta n da rd -
bea rer , th e Ba r ia k ta r . Th e office pa s s es from fa th er to 
s on , or in defa u lt of s on to th e n ext h eir m a le. Th e 
s ta n da rd is n ow a Tu rk is h on e. On ly th e Mird ites h a ve a 
distinctive flag with a rayed-sun upon it. 

Som e la rge t r ibes a re d ivided in to grou ps , ea ch with 
its own Ba r ia k ta r . A d ivis ion th u s m a rch in g u n der on e 
standard (bariak) is called a bariak. Such a bariak may be 
des cen ded from a d ifferen t s tock from th e res t of th e 



tribe, or the division may have been made for convenience 
when the tribe grew large. 

Th e m en a n d wom en des cen d in g from a common 
male ancestor, though very remote, regard one another as 
b roth er a n d s is ter , a n d m a rr ia ge between th em is 
forb idden a s in ces tu ou s . Th ou gh th e rela t ion s h ip be s u ch 
th a t th e Ca th olic Ch u rch perm its m a rr ia ge, it is rega rded 
with s u ch gen u in e h orror th a t I h a ve h ea rd of bu t on e 
in s ta n ce wh ere it wa s a t tem pted or des ired , wh en a ga in s t 
t r ibe la w. Even a n a t ive p r ies t told m e th a t a m a rr ia ge 
between cou s in s s epa ra ted by twelve gen era t ion s wa s to 
h im a h orr ib le idea , th ou gh th e Ch u rch perm it ted it , "for 
really they are brothers and sisters." 

Th e m ou n ta in m en h a ve p rofes s ed Ch r is t ia n ity for 
s om e fifteen cen tu r ies , bu t t r ibe u s a ge is s t ill s t ron ger 
th a n Ch u rch la w. A m a n m a rr ies a n d gives h is da u gh ter 
in m a rr ia ge ou ts ide h is t r ibe, excep t wh en th a t t r ibe 
contains m em bers of a d ifferen t s tock , or wh en it h a s 
been d ivided in to ba r ia ks con s idered d is ta n t en ou gh for 
in term a rr ia ge. Bu t in s p ite of th is exoga m y, it wou ld 
a ppea r th a t , th rou gh th e fem a le lin e, th e ra ce m a y h a ve 
been fairly closely in-bred. For a man does not go far for a 
wife, bu t u s u a lly ta kes on e from th e n ext t r ibe, u n les s 
that tribe be consanguineous. If not so debarred, he takes 
a wife th en ce a n d m a rr ies h is da u gh ter th ere. Ka s tra t i, 
for exa m ple, u s u a lly m a rr ies Hot i, a n d Hot i Ka s tra t i. Th e 
bu lk of th e m a rr ied wom en in on e were born in th e oth er . 
A perpetu a l in terch a n ge of wom en h a s gon e on for s om e 
centuries. 

Even edu ca ted Scu ta ren es reckon rela t ion s on th e 
mother's side but vaguely. 

A m a n s a id to m e, "Sh e is a s or t of rela t ion of m in e. 
Her mother and mine were sisters." 

"Then she is very near. She is your first cousin." 
He con s idered a n d s a id dou b tfu lly, "Yes . Like a fir s t 

cousin certainly, but on my mother's side." 
His th ird cou s in s on h is fa th er 's s ide h e reckon ed a s 

b roth ers . On e very n ea r a n d dea r cou s in wa s s o rem ote I 
never quite placed him. 

Th e Ca th olic Ch u rch p roh ib its m a rr ia ge to th e s ixth 
degree, a n d th e la w is n ow en forced . Bu t a m on g th e 
Mos lem tr ibes , I a m told , fem a le cou s in s h ip is n ot 
recogn is ed . Ma le b lood on ly cou n ts . Th a t m a le b lood only 
cou n ted u n der old t r ibe la w s eem s fa ir ly cer ta in . In 
Mon ten egro, wh ere th e t r iba l s ys tem is n ot yet ext in ct



u n der th e "old la w," wh ich p reva iled t ill th e m idd le of th e 
n in eteen th cen tu ry, th ou gh m a rr ia ge wa s p roh ib ited s o 
lon g a s a n y d rop of b lood of m a le des cen t wa s kn own of I 
a m told rela t ion s h ip th rou gh th e fem a le wa s bu t s ligh t ly, 
if at all, recognised. 

Ch u rch la w in Alba n ia h a s on ly recen t ly h a d power 
to res t ra in illega l u n ion s . Arch b is h op Zm a jevich , in h is 
report on Albania in 1703, laments: "Among the execrable 
cu s tom s of th e m ou n ta in peop le, th e wretch ed pa ren ts 
a re in th e h a b it of bu yin g for a p r ice you n g gir ls for th eir 
s on s , wh o a re of ten der a ge, a n d keep in g th em in th eir 
h ou s e t ill th ey a re of a ge to coh a b it , a n d of om it t in g to 
con tra ct m a tr im on y u n les s a m a le ch ild be born , even 
a fter fifteen yea rs or m ore of s in fu l coh a b ita t ion . Th is 
pollution is spread throughout the mountains." 

The custom exists still among the Catholics along the 
Dalmatian frontier of Bosnia, who, in spite of the efforts of 
th e p r ies ts , refu s e to lega lis e a u n ion t ill s u re th a t th e 
woman is capable of child-bearing. 

Th e fis is d ivided in to th e m eh a la , a grou p of clos ely 
rela ted h ou s es , a n d th e s h p i, or h ou s e. Th e h ea d of a 
m eh a la is ca lled th e k ryé (h ea d). Th e h ea d of a h ou s e is 
xot i i s h p is (lord of th e h ou s e). Th e h ou s e, a m on g th e 
ou t lyin g t r ibes of Pu la t i a n d Du ka gh in i, is a com m u n a l 
h ou s e, in clu d in g a s m a n y a s s even ty in d ividu a ls , a ll 
u n der th e a bs olu te s wa y of th eir lord . Th e "h ou s e" m a y 
overflow in to two or th ree h ou s es , a ll h old in g goods a n d 
flocks in common under one xoti. 

Forb idden degrees of m a rr ia ge in clu de n ot on ly b lood 
rela t ion s on th e m a le s ide, bu t s p ir itu a l rela t ion s h ips . 
Accord in g to Ch u rch la w, th os e rela ted by h a vin g th e 
s a m e godfa th er a re n ot in term a rr ia ga b le to th e s ixth 
degree, bu t th e Alba n ia n s con s ider n ot on ly th os e rela ted 
th rou gh th eir ku m a r ii i pa kzim it (godfa th er of ba p t is m ) to 
be n ot in term a rr ia gea b le, bu t a ls o th os e rela ted th rou gh 
their kumarii i floksh (godfather of hair). 

It is recorded th a t in very ea r ly da ys th e Illyr ia n s 
s h a ved th eir h ea ds . Hea d s h a vin g wa s s t ill p ra ct is ed by 
Greeks , Sla vs , a n d Hu n ga r ia n s in th e s even teen th 
cen tu ry. Th e cu s tom p reva ils to th is da y th rou gh ou t 
Alba n ia a n d Bos n ia , a n d h a s on ly recen t ly d ied ou t 
a m on g th e Or th odox Mon ten egr in s . It is p ra ct is ed by 
Moslems, Catholics, and Orthodox. 



Am on g th e Nor th Alba n ia n t r ibes a pa tch of h a ir , 
ca lled perch in , is u s u a lly left , va ryin g in s h a pe a n d 
position according to district. 

Am on g th e Ca th olic t r ibes th e fir s t s h a vin g of the 
h ea d is th ou gh t even m ore im por ta n t th a n ba p t is m . 
Wh en th e ch ild is a bou t two yea rs old , a fr ien d is in vited 
to be ku m a r ii i floks h . (In Mon ten egro th e rela t ion s h ip 
wa s ca lled Sh is h a n o Ku m s tvo, a n d p reva iled t ill fifty 
yea rs a go.) Th e ch ild 's h a ir m u s t h a ve n ever before been 
cu t . In th e ca s e of a Ca th olic Alba n ia n , th e ku m a r ii, 
s it t in g on th e grou n d , ta kes fir s t a n oth er ch ild on h is 
kn ees (to en s u re th a t h is godch ild be n ot th e la s t th a t it s 
pa ren ts h a ve), th en ta kes h is godch ild a n d cu ts from its 
h ea d fou r locks of h a ir , on e to ea ch of th e poin ts of th e 
compass n or th , s ou th , ea s t , a n d wes t th u s m a rk in g a 
cros s . Th e Mos lem s , I a m told , cu t th ree locks a t r ia n gle 
is a fa vou r ite Mos lem ta t too pa t tern . Gir ls a s well a s boys 
are shaven, but girls have a fringe left over the forehead. 

Ha n ds om e gifts a re exch a n ged , a ccord in g to th e 
m ea n s of th e fa m ily. Th e ku m a r ii gives th e ch ild s evera l 
n a poleon s , a n d receives s om e fin e ga rm en ts or fa n cy 
kn it ted s ocks . Som e t r ibes h a ve lim ited th e va lu e th a t 
m a y be given , a s th e gifts beca m e s o exces s ive a s to be a 
s evere bu rden . Th e rela t ion s h ip th u s a cqu ired ra n ks a s 
b lood rela t ion s h ip , a n d th e des cen da n ts of ch ild ren wh o 
h a ve th e s a m e ku m a r ii, th ou gh n ot oth erwis e rela ted , a re 
not intermarriageable till after the sixth degree some have 
told me, never. 

An oth er forb idden degree is crea ted by s worn 
brotherhood. The custom is old and widely spread. But as 
th e Nor th Alba n ia n s a lm os t a lwa ys ca ll a s worn b roth er 
p robo or p robot in , a n obviou s corru p t ion of th e Servia n 
p robra t im (b ra t =b roth er), th ey h a ve pos s ib ly der ived th e 
cu s tom , too, from th e Serbs . Th ere is a n Alba n ia n word , 
though, vlam. 

In Mon ten egro th e cu s tom is a lm os t dea d . In Alba n ia 
it flou r is h es . Th e p rocedu re wa s told m e by a Ca th olic 
Albanian, thus: "I travelled through a dangerous part with 
a you n g Mos lem . We beca m e grea t fr ien ds . He a s ked m e 
to be h is b roth er . I a s ked lea ve of m y fa th er (th e h ea d of 
th e h ou s e). He s a id it wa s a very good fa m ily to be a llied 
with . We wa ited a s h or t t im e. Th en , a s we s t ill both 
wis h ed it , we m et , a n d ea ch t ied a s t r in g rou n d h is lit t le 
fin ger t igh t ly t ill it s welled , p r icked th e fin ger , a n d let th e 
b lood d rop on to a lu m p of s u ga r . I a te h is lu m p , h e a te 



m in e. We s wore b roth erh ood . We were of th e s a m e b lood . 
We ga ve ea ch oth er bea u t ifu l s ocks in pa t tern s , a n d I 
wen t to d in n er a t h is h ou s e. He is dea d n ow, bu t h is 
b roth ers a re m y b roth ers , a n d ou r ch ild ren a re cou s in s . 
Of cou rs e th ey ca n n ot m a rry, th ey a re of th e s a m e b lood . 
They cannot marry for more than a hundred years." 

In th e ca s e of two Ch r is t ia n s , th ree d rops of b lood in 
a gla s s of ra k ia or win e is cu s tom a ry. Th e Ch u rch , of 
cou rs e, ta kes n o n ot ice of th is rela t ion s h ip , bu t I a m told 
th a t pers on s s o rela ted n ever m a rry u n les s th e 
relationship has become remote. 

Th ere is , I believe, a n oth er rela t ion s h ip a cqu ired by 
th e wom a n wh o cu ts th e u m bilica l cord a t th e b ir th of a n 
infant. But of this I have learnt no details as yet. 

For a ll th eir h a b its , la ws , a n d cu s tom s , th e peop le, 
a s a ru le, h a ve bu t on e exp la n a t ion : "It is in th e Ca n on of 
Lek," th e la w th a t is s a id to h a ve been la id down by th e 
ch iefta in Lek Du ka gh in . Lek is fa b led to h a ve legis la ted 
minutely on all subjects. For example, a man told me that 
Lek h a d ordered th a t m en s h ou ld wa lk th e len gth of on e 
gun-ba rrel a pa r t , les t in tu rn in g th e ba rrel s h ou ld 
a cciden ta lly s t r ike th e n ext m a n , for a b low even by 
ch a n ce m u s t be a ven ged . An d th is la w wa s to keep pea ce. 
Sim ila r ly wom en m u s t wa lk th e len gth of on e d is ta ff 
apart they always spin on the march. 

Of Lek h im s elf lit t le is kn own . His fa m e a m on g th e 
t r ibes th a t s t ill bea r h is n a m e fa r exceeds th a t of 
Sken derbeg, a n d th e fog of m yth ology is th ick rou n d h im . 
He h a s left n o m a rk on Eu ropea n h is tory is a pu rely loca l 
celebrity, bu t m u s t h a ve been of in s is ten t in d ividu a lity to 
h a ve s o in flu en ced th e peop le th a t "Lek s a id s o" ob ta in s 
fa r m ore obed ien ce th a n th e Ten Com m a n dm en ts . Th e 
tea ch in gs of Is la m a n d of Ch r is t ia n ity, th e Sh er ia t a n d 
Church law, all have to yield to the Canon of Lek. 

Th e Du ka gh in i (Du ke J oh n Du ka , du x in th e La t in 
s en s e) were a ru lin g fa m ily in th e fifteen th cen tu ry. (Hopf 
Ch ron iqu es Greco-rom a in s in éd its ) gives a n old ped igree 
of Du ka gh in i, Lords of Za dr im a , th e Bla ck Mou n ta in s 
(p roba b ly Ma l i zion th e Dr in ), of Pu la t i a n d Sh a t i, a s 
ea r ly a s th e en d of th e th ir teen th cen tu ry. La ter com e 
Lords of Gu r i ku ch , Fa n d i a n d Sa lita , a n d th e "la s t Lord 
of Za dr im a a n d Da gn o wa s d is pos s es s ed by th e Tu rks in 
1479." 

Som e of th e Du ka gh in i s eem th en to h a ve fled to 
Ven ice a lon g with th e Ven et ia n s wh en th ey eva cu a ted 



Scu ta r i, a n d a "Lu ca Du ca gin i Du ca d i Pu la to e dell s ta to 
Ducagino" is recorded in Venice in 1506.  

Th e ped igree con ta in s n u m erou s n a m es , a n d is 
pos s ib ly in a ccu ra te in deta il, th ou gh t ru e in it s m a in 
lines for a ll th e d is t r icts a bove n a m ed s t ill qu ote Lek , 
keep h is la w, a n d ca ll th em s elves Du ka gh in i. Wh en n ot 
m a k in g com m on ca u s e a ga in s t th e Tu rks , th ere wa s 
m u ch qu a rrellin g between Sken derbeg a n d th e Du ka gh in i 
Pr in ces . Th ey were a llies of Ven ice, a n d h e wa s fr ien d of 
th e k in g of Na p les . With in th e wides p rea d Du ka gh in i 
la n ds th ere is n o loca l t ra d it ion of Sken derbeg, n o 
"ca s t les " or "rocks " of Sken derbeg, bu t p len ty of Lek
wh ich s h ows th a t th e Du ka gh in i were th e old es ta b lis h ed 
h ered ita ry ru lers , for th eir m a rk on th e la n d is deeper 
th a n th a t of Sken derbeg, wh os e victor ies ga in ed 
European fame. There is, it is true, a tale that Skenderbeg 
was related to the Dukaghini, but it is vague. 

It a ppea rs th a t th ere were s evera l Du ka gh in i of th e 
n a m e Lek (Alexa n der I h a ve been told , too, Lek wa s 
rela ted to Alexa n der th e Grea t), a n d th ey h a ve become 
en ta n gled . Tra d it ion tells th a t th e Lju m a t r ibe h a d a ch ief 
in the fourteenth century called Lek Kapetan. 

An Alba n ia n on ce ga ve m e a m es s a ge to Eu ropea n 
polit icia n s in gen era l: "If a m a n tells you th a t h e kn ows 
a bou t th e Nea r Ea s t , a s k h im wh a t is th e difference 
between Lek Du ka gh in a n d Lek Ka peta n ? If h e ca n n ot 
tell, h e s h ou ld let th e Nea r Ea s t a lon e. We s u ffer from 
peop le wh o in ter fere a n d kn ow n oth in g." Th e qu es t ion , I 
fancy, would "plough" many a Foreign Office. 

Lek of th e Ca n on , s a ys t ra d it ion , fled from Ra s h ia 
wh en th e Tu rks overpowered it , ca m e with th e a n ces tors 
of th e Mird ites , a n d is of th e s a m e b lood a s th e ba r ia k of 
Oros h i. Th e p res en t h ered ita ry p r in ce, Pren k Bib Doda of 
Oros h i, cla im s to be des cen ded from th e Du ka gh in s . Nor 
is it h is tor ica lly im proba b le th a t on e of th e Du ka gh in s (a 
chieftain family, widely influential) should have fought the 
Tu rks on th e p la in s , a n d been forced to ret ire with h is 
men to the mountains.  

As for th e la ws a n d cu s tom s a s cr ibed to h im , th e 
grea ter pa r t a re obviou s ly fa r ea r lier th a n th e fifteen th 
cen tu ry, wh en h e is s a id to h a ve lived . Th ey p roba b ly 
were obeyed by th e u n kn own wa rr iors of th e b ron ze 
weapons in the prehistoric graves. 

Lek pos s ib ly pu t togeth er th e th en exis t in g t r ibe la w, 
bu t h is own la ws a re p roba b ly th os e on ly th a t a re 



des ign ed to ch eck or reform old u s a ge by en forcin g 
pu n is h m en t . It is im pos s ib le to believe, for exa m ple, th a t
a s th e peop le decla re Lek both ordered b lood-vengeance 
to be ta ken , a n d con dem n ed th e ta ker of it to be s everely 
pu n is h ed . Ra th er , th a t h e devis ed a h ea vy pen a lty to 
check blood feud. But it has signally failed. 

He ga ve h is s a n ct ion , it wou ld a ppea r , to m u ch 
ba rba rou s cu s tom n or with s u ch a con s erva t ive peop le 
cou ld h e well h a ve don e oth erwis e. It is s a id th a t Pope 
Pa u l II. (1464) excom m u n ica ted h im for h is m os t u n -
Ch r is t ia n code. Som e h a ve s u gges ted th a t , a s Lek ca m e 
from Rashia, he must have been of Slavonic blood. This is 
im proba b le, a s th e Ca n on does n ot res em ble th e fa m ou s 
Servia n Code of Ts a r Stefa n Du s h a n (1349), wh ich we 
m a y fa ir ly p res u m e wa s fou n ded on old Sla von ic u s a ge. 
On th e oth er h a n d , th e "old la w" th a t p reva iled in 
Mon ten egro a n d th e Herzegovin a t ill th e m idd le of th e 
n in eteen th cen tu ry res em bles very s t ron gly th a t of th e 
Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s . Th e ch ief d ifferen ces s eem , s o fa r a s 
I h a ve lea rn t , to h a ve been in th e pu n is h m en ts . Th es e 
th erefore I ta ke to be Lek 's , a n d th e res t , old t r ibe la w 
common to this Serbo-Illyrian group of people. 

Th e la w in th e Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s is a dm in is tered 
by a cou n cil of Elders . Ea ch t r ibe is s elf-governing. 
Custom varies with the district. 

In th e Ma lts ia e m a dh e grou p (Hot i, Gru da , Ka s tra t i, 
Sk reli, Kilm en i) a fu ll cou n cil, i.e. on e th a t ca n dea l with 
m a t ters a ffect in g th e wh ole t r ibe, m u s t con s is t of th e 
Ba r ia k ta r , fou r Voyvoda s , twelve Elders (s pecia lly ch os en 
for th eir in telligen ce a n d kn owledge of la w), a n d s even ty-
two heads of houses. 

For s m a ll loca l a ffa irs qu a rrels , robbery the 
Ba r ia k ta r a n d n in e Elders s u ffice. Th e t it le Voyvoda (h ea d 
of a m eh a la ) is Sla von ic, a n d does n ot occu r in a n y oth er 
district of Albania. 

Th e cou n cil m eets n ea r th e ch u rch (or m os qu e). I 
h a d d ifficu lty in u n ra vellin g th e p rocedu re, wh ich is 
complicated. I believe it to be as follows:

 

A man accuses another, say of theft. He lays the case 
before th e Ba r ia k ta r . Th e poin t to be determ in ed is 
wh eth er a s u fficien t n u m ber of con -ju rors ca n be fou n d 
before wh om th e a ccu s ed m a y s wea r h is in n ocen ce, a n d 
wh o a re willin g to s wea r to it with h im . Th e Ba r ia k ta r ca n 
decide h ow m a n y to s u m m on . Th e p la in t iff h a s th e r igh t 
to n om in a te th em . Th ey m u s t belon g to th e t r ibe. Th e 



a ccu s ed m a y ob ject to a cer ta in n u m ber it depen ds , I 
believe, on h ow m a n y a re ca lled a n d h a ve th em rep la ced . 
All m eet before th e cou n cil. Th e a ccu s ed a n d p la in t iff a re 
h ea rd . Sh ou ld th e con -ju rors a gree th a t th e a ccu s ed is 
in n ocen t , th e Elders a cqu it h im . (It m u s t be rem em bered 
th a t in th es e t r ibes every on e kn ows a ll a bou t every on e 
els e's doin gs .) Sh ou ld a ll con -ju rors bu t on e a gree to h is 
in n ocen ce, th a t on e ca n be d is m is s ed , bu t two m u s t 
replace him. 

Th e p la in t iff, if n ot s a t is fied , h a s th e r igh t to dem a n d 
m ore con -ju rors u p to a fixed n u m ber a ccord in g to th e 
cr im e. Twen ty-fou r m a y be dem a n ded for m u rder , a n d 
from two to ten for s tea lin g, a ccord in g to th e va lu e of th e 
th in g s tolen . Eigh t for a h ors e. If it ca n n ot be oth erwis e 
decided , th e defen da n t m a y pu t in witn es s es from a m on g 
his own family. 

If th e verd ict be "gu ilty," th e Elders decide th e 
pu n is h m en t . For th eft , twice th e va lu e of th e th in g s tolen 
m u s t be given to it s own er , a n d h a lf th e va lu e to be 
d ivided a m on g th e Elders . It m a y, wh en pos s ib le, be pa id 
in kind for one sheep, two. 

For a n yth in g s tolen off ch u rch la n d a s m u ch a s ten 
t im es th e va lu e m a y be exa cted . In olden t im es a fa n cy 
value was set on a stolen cock. Probably because the cock 
wa s h eld of grea t power a ga in s t evil s p ir its , s o of m u ch 
value to its possessor. 

If th e a ccu s ed be fou n d in n ocen t , th e wh ole pa r ty 
goes into the church. The candles are lighted on the altar, 
a n d , in th e p res en ce of th e p r ies t , th e a ccu s ed fir s t 
s wea rs h is in n ocen ce on th e gos pel. Next in order s wea r 
th os e of h is fa m ily wh o m a y h a ve been s u m m on ed , th en 
a ll th e oth er con -ju rors . Wh eth er in n ocen t or gu ilty, th e 
a ccu s ed h a s to pa y ea ch con -ju ror 20 p ia s t res (a bou t 3 s . 
4d .). Th e p la in t iff ca n th erefore a n n oy by in s is t in g on th e 
fu ll n u m ber th e la w a llows . A p r ies t cou n ts a s twelve con -
ju rors . Men of im por ta n ce in th e t r ibe a re s om et im es a ls o 
reckon ed a s m ore th a n on e. Am on g Mos lem s th e oa th is 
sworn in a mosque. 

In th e ca s e of a wou n d in g a cciden ta lly, or with in ten t 
to k ill, th e da m a ge is es t im a ted by th e Elders . For 
exa m ple, a m a n p la yin g with a r ifle s h ot a wom a n 
th rou gh th e foot , a n d h a d to pa y h er h u s ba n d 15 
n a poleon s , a n d m u s t pa y 15 m ore if s h e ever d ie from th e 
resultant lameness. 



Cases of compounding blood feuds or murder have to 
be refer red (wh en th ey ta ke p la ce in Ma lts ia e m a dh e) to 
th e Djiba l in Scu ta r i. Th is is s a id to h a ve been s ta r ted 
beca u s e on on e occa s ion th e t r ibes cou ld n ot a gree on 
s om e poin t a n d a s ked Tu rk is h a dvice (Ka s tra t i h a s 
another tradition about it). 

Th e Djiba l is a m ixed cou n cil. Ea ch of th e five a bove-
m en t ion ed t r ibes h a s a rep res en ta t ive in it (ca lled k rye t 
m a lit ), a n d th ere is a Mos lem rep res en ta t ive of ea ch 
(ca lled a bylykba s h a ), a ppoin ted by th e Tu rk is h 
Govern m en t . On e Bylykba s h a ca n rep res en t m ore th a n 
on e t r ibe. Th e p res iden t of cou n cil is th e Sergh erdé, a 
Government-appointed Moslem. The penalty for murder is 
a bou t £24 pa id to th e Sergh erdé a n d £12 to th e 
Bylykba s h a of th e t r ibe. Twen ty-fou r pou n ds is pa ya b le 
a ls o to th e Ch u rch if th e m u rder be on Ch u rch la n d . 
Twenty-fou r pou n ds a ls o to th e xot i i gh a ku t (lord of 
b lood=th a t on e of th e decea s ed 's fa m ily wh o h a s th e r igh t 
to dem a n d b lood , or it s equ iva len t). Sh ou ld h e a ccep t it 
th e feu d cea s es . Bu t h e u s u a lly p refers to s h oot th e 
offender h im s elf, a n d th e b lood feu d th u s s ta r ted is n ot 
compounded till several on either side have been killed. 

To com pou n d it th e gu ilty pa r ty m u s t s en d 
em is s a r ies to th e xot i i gh a ku t . If h e be willin g to 
com pou n d , a cou n cil is ca lled . It is u s u a l, wh en th e 
blood-gelt is a ccep ted , for th e two ch ief pa r t ies to s wea r 
b roth erh ood . If th e feu d is with a m em ber of a n oth er 
t r ibe, a n d th e pa r t ies a re n ot con s a n gu in eou s , it is u s u a l 
also to give a daughter in marriage to some member of the 
offended family, and thus establish peace. 

Th e Sergh erdé a n d Bylykba s h a s h a ve n o oth er pa y 
th a n th e fees th ey ca n collect for "b lood ," s o a re repor ted 
n ot to wis h to s top th e p ra ct ice. Th ey a re ca lled on 
s om et im es for a n op in ion in oth er ca s es , a n d a re s a id to 
require bribing. 

Th e Ca n on a ls o pu n is h es th e ta ker of b lood by 
bu rn in g down h is h ou s e. An d , excep t in ca s es wh ere th e 
s la yin g is th ou gh t ju s t ified , th e pen a lty is in flicted by 
order of th e Elders , wh o ca n a ls o forb id h im to work h is 
ground for a year or even two. 

Neith er Sergh erdé n or Bylykba s h a s ven tu re in to th e 
m ou n ta in s s a ve on ra re occa s ion s u n der p rom is e of s a fe-
conduct. If their fees are in arrears they arrest any man of 
th e s a m e t r ibe th a t com es down to m a rket , a n d im pr is on 
him as hostage till paid. As a rule in Maltsia e madhe it is 



pa id pu n ctu a lly, a n d a ll s h oot in g ca s es a re n ot ified to 
Scu ta r i by th e t r ibes with s u rp r is in g s peed . Th ey s a y Lek 
ordered a fin e to be pa id , a n d th a t th ey th em s elves 
a ccep ted th e Djiba l "It is th e la w, s o m u s t be obeyed ." 
Wh a t th e t r ibes m a n res en ts to th e u t term os t is n ot th e 
a dm in is t ra t ion of la w, bu t th e a t tem pt to force on h im 
laws to which he has never assented.  

An occa s ion a l pa ra gra ph in th e En glis h n ews pa pers 
tells of an outbreak of "Albanian lawlessness," that troops 
h a ve been s en t to Lju m a , for exa m ple, to en force th e 
pa ym en t of ca t t le ta x, or order th e d is a rm in g of th e 
population a n exped it ion th a t a lwa ys fa ils . In th es e ca s es 
th e la wbrea kers a re n ot th e Alba n ia n s , bu t th e force s en t 
a ga in s t th em . Th e Alba n ia n s or igin a lly a greed with the 
Tu rks th a t th ey s h ou ld reta in th eir own la w, a n d give in 
retu rn volu n ta ry m ilita ry s ervice. Th ey h a ve kep t th eir 
pa r t of th e con tra ct , a n d h a ve qu ite ju s t ly res is ted 
Turkish attempts to forcibly break the other part.  

Th e You n g Tu rks h a ve b roken th e Tu rk is h coven a n t 
with Alba n ia , a n d figh t in g h a s in con s equ en ce ta ken 
place near Ipek.  

Am on g th e t r ibes ca lled Du ka gh in i, cu s tom s a re 
found in more primitive form than in Maltsia e madhe.  

Dukaghini th e t r ibes wh o a ccep t th e Ca n on , th ou gh 
a m ore res t r icted d is t r ict is n ow ca lled Du ka gh in i
in clu des Pu la t i p roper th a t is , Kir i, Pla n i, Mgu la , a n d 
Gh oa n n i; Upper Pu la t i th a t is , Sh a la , Sh os h i, Nika j, 
Ber is h a , Mer tu r i, a n d Top la n a ; a n d Pos tr ipa th a t is , Ura 
Stren git , Ma zreku , Dr is h t i, Sh la ku , Su m a , a n d 
Du s h m a n i. Als o a ll Pu ka . Th e Ca n on is , h owever , m u ch 
m ore widely s p rea d . It is th e la w a ls o in Mird ita , a n d 
Kth ela , a n d Lu r ia . It h a s been ca r r ied by b ra n ch es of 
m a n y of th e a bove-n a m ed t r ibes in to th e p la in s of Metoja 
a n d Kos ovo. It p reva ils a ls o, I believe, in a ll th e la rge 
Mos lem tr ibes , bu t deta ils of th e u s a ges a m on g th em I 
have not yet obtained.  

Th e m os t im por ta n t fa ct in Nor th Alba n ia is b lood-
ven gea n ce, wh ich is in deed th e old , old idea of 
purification by blood. It is spread throughout the land. All 
else is subservient to it.  

"Wh a t p rofit is life to a m a n if h is h on ou r be n ot 
clean?" To cleanse his honour no price is too great. And in 
th e m ou n ta in s th e in d ividu a l is s u bm erged t r ibe. He is 
a n s wera b le, too, for th e h on ou r of h is m eh a la , s om et im es 
indeed of his whole fis.  



Blood ca n be wiped ou t on ly with b lood . A b low a ls o 
dem a n ds b lood , s o do in s u lt in g words . On e of th e wors t 
in s u lts is th e m a rryin g of a gir l betroth ed to on e m a n , to 
another. Nothing but blood can cleanse it. 

Abdu ct ion of a gir l dem a n ds b lood , a s does of cou rs e 
adultery. This does not appear to be common. It entails so 
m u ch b lood th a t "th e ga m e is n ot wor th th e ca n d le." Th e 
b lood ta ken n eed n ot be th a t of th e a ctu a l offen der . It 
m u s t be m a le b lood of h is h ou s e or t r ibe. Th e u s a ge 
d iffers in va r iou s d is t r icts , a n d will be n oted in th e 
accounts of them.  

A m a n is a n s wera b le, too, for h is gu es t , a n d m u s t 
a ven ge a s t ra n ger th a t h a s pa s s ed bu t on e n igh t ben ea th 
h is roof, if on h is jou rn ey n ext da y h e be a t ta cked . Th e 
s a credn es s of th e gu es t is fa r -reachin g. A m a n wh o 
b rou gh t m e wa ter from h is h ou s e, th a t I m igh t d r in k by 
th e wa y, s a id th a t I n ow ra n ked a s h is gu es t , a n d th a t h e 
s h ou ld be bou n d by h is h on ou r to a ven ge m e s h ou ld 
a n yth in g h a ppen to m e before I h a d received h os p ita lity 
from another.  

Blood-ven gea n ce, s la yin g a m a n a ccord in g to th e 
la ws of h on ou r , m u s t n ot be con fou n ded with m u rder . 
Mu rder s ta r ts a b lood feu d . In b lood-ven gea n ce th e ru les 
of th e ga m e a re s t r ict ly obs erved . A m a n m a y n ot be s h ot 
for ven gea n ce wh en h e is with a wom a n n or with a child, 
n or wh en h e is m et in com pa n y, n or wh en bes a (oa th of 
pea ce) h a s been given . Th e two pa r t ies m a y s wea r s u ch 
a n oa th for a few weeks if th ey ch oos e, for bu s in es s 
pu rpos es . Th ere a re m en wh o, on a ccou n t of b lood , h a ve 
never been out alone for years.  

Wh en th e a ven ger h a s s la in h is vict im , h e fir s t 
rea ch es a p la ce of s a fety, a n d th en p rocla im s th a t h e h a s 
don e th e deed . He wis h es a ll to kn ow h is h on ou r is clea n . 
That he is now liable to be shot, and, if the blood be taken 
with in th e t r ibe, to h ea vy pu n is h m en t a ls o, is of m in or 
moment to him.  

In th e Du ka gh in i t r ibes th e cou n cil h a s power n ot 
merely to burn his house, but to destroy his crops, fell his 
t rees , s la u gh ter h is bea s ts , a n d con dem n h im to lea ve h is 
la n d u n worked . An in cred ib le a m ou n t of food-stu ff is 
yearly wasted, and land made desolate.  

Th e h ou s e is perh a ps n ot m erely th e h om e of 
h im s elf, h is wife a n d ch ild ren , bu t th a t of a wh ole fa m ily 
com m u n ity, for ty or fifty peop le. Th e la w is ca r r ied ou t to 
th e la s t let ter . It cru s h es th e in n ocen t a lon g with th e 



gu ilty; it is rem ors eles s , relen t les s . Bu t "it is th e Ca n on 
and must be obeyed."  

A m a n ca n s a ve h is h ou s e on ly if h e ca n retu rn to it 
a n d defen d it s u cces s fu lly for th ree da ys , s o th a t n o on e 
ca n a pproa ch n ea r en ou gh to s et fire to it . A "very brave 
m a n " wa s poin ted ou t to m e in Ber is h a , wh o h a s th ree 
times been condemned to have his house burnt, and each 
t im e s a ved it th u s . A m a n ca n a ls o s a ve h is p roper ty by 
in vit in g to th e h ou s e th e h ea d of a n oth er m eh a la , wh o 
m u s t th en decla re h im s elf h ou s e lord and take command. 
Th e h ou s e is th en , for th e t im e bein g, h is ; h e s u m m on s 
h is own m en to defen d it , a regu la r ba t t le m a y ta ke p la ce, 
a n d th e h ou s e be s a ved . Bu t it is u s u a l a t on ce to ca ll a 
cou n cil of Elders to s top th e wa rfa re. In s u ch a ca s e it is 
usu a l to bu rn on ly th e h ou s e, a n d s pa re th e crop a n d 
other property (Berisha).  

The Canon of Lek has but two punishments, fine and 
bu rn in g of p roper ty. Neith er dea th n or im pr is on m en t ca n 
be in flicted . Pr is on th ere is n on e. Dea th wou ld bu t s ta r t a 
n ew feu d . An d Lek 's ob ject a ppea rs to h a ve been to ch eck 
feud.  

In th e ca s e of a m a n a ccu s ed of m u rder , a n d 
a r ra ign ed before th e Elders , s h ou ld it occu r th a t th ey 
ca n n ot com e to a n y a greem en t a s to wh eth er h e be gu ilty 
or n ot , a n ew t r ia l ca n be m a de. Bu t th e Lord of Blood 
ra rely wa its for th is . He p refers to s h oot th e m a n th a t h e 
a ccu s es , a n d by s o doin g ren ders h im s elf lia b le to h ou s e-
bu rn in g, a n d to bein g s h ot in h is tu rn . Som etim es th e 
Gh a ks u r (ta ker of b lood) flies a n d s h elters with a n oth er 
t r ibe, lea vin g h is bu rnt-ou t fa m ily to s h ift for th em s elves . 
Or h is rela t ion s ta ke h im in , h elp pa y h is fin e for th e 
h on ou r of th em a ll is clea n ed by th e b lood-taking give 
h im , on e a s h eep , a n oth er a n ox, a n d h e h elps work th eir 
la n d t ill free to work h is own a ga in , a n d s o h e m a kes a 
fres h s ta r t . I h a ve m et m en bu rn t clea n ou t th ree t im es , 
but now in fairly flourishing condition.  

An y h ou s e to wh ich a Gh a ks u r flies for s h elter is 
bou n d to give h im food a n d p rotect ion ; h e is a gu es t , a n d 
a s s u ch s a cred . Th e La w of Blood h a s th u s h a d grea t 
in flu en ce in m ixin g th e popu la t ion of a ll th e wes tern s ide 
(a t lea s t ) of th e Ba lka n pen in s u la , Mon ten egr in s h a ve for 
cen tu r ies fled from "b lood" in to Alba n ia , a n d Alba n ia n s 
in to Mon ten egro. A la rge p ropor t ion of th e Serboph on e 
Mos lem s of Podgor itza a re s a id to der ive from 
Mon ten egr in s , wh o refu ged th ere from b lood in th e da ys 



wh en it wa s Tu rk is h ter r itory. Accord in g to th e Ca n on a 
m a n is a bs olu te m a s ter in h is own h ou s e, a n d , in th e 
u n m odified form of th e la w, h a s th e r igh t to k ill h is wife, 
a n d a n y of h is ch ild ren . My in form a n ts dou b ted wh eth er 
th e k illin g of th e wife wou ld be tolera ted n ow. Sh e wou ld 
be a ven ged by h er own fa m ily. A m a n m a y, h owever , k ill 
h is wife with th e con s en t of h er fa m ily. A ca s e in poin t 
took p la ce, I wa s told , recen t ly. Th e wife of a m ou n ta in 
m a n left h im a n d wen t down to Scu ta r i, wh ere s h e lived 
im m ora lly with th e s old iers , th ereby b la cken in g th e 
honour of her husband, and of her own family. 

Her h u s ba n d a ppea led to h er b roth er (h ea d of th e 
fa m ily), wh o ga ve h im th e ca r t r idge with wh ich h e s h ot 
h er a n d clea n ed th e h on ou r of th em a ll. Ha d s h e eloped 
with a man, he would have been held guilty and shot. She 
would not be punished, as the man would be held to have 
led h er a s t ra y. Bu t in th e a bove ca s e h er gu ilt wa s 
u n dou b ted . It is very ra re th a t a wom a n is k illed . To k ill a 
m a rr ied wom a n en ta ils two b loods b lood with h er 
husband's and with her own family.  

A wom a n is n ever lia b le for b lood-ven gea n ce, excep t 
in th e ra re ca s e of h er ta k in g it h ers elf. Bu t even th en 
th ere s eem s to be a feelin g th a t it wou ld be very ba d form 
to s h oot h er . I cou ld n ot h ea r of a recen t ca s e. I rou s ed 
th e grea tes t h orror by s a yin g th a t a wom a n wh o com m its 
a m u rder in En gla n d is by la w lia b le to th e s a m e 
pu n is h m en t a s a m a n . Sh a la is a wild t r ibe; it s h oots 
freely. Bu t a Sh a la m a n s a id , "It is im pos s ib le. Wh ere 
cou ld a m a n be fou n d wh o wou ld h a n g a wom a n ? No 
m ou n ta in m a n wou ld do it . It is a ba d la w. You m u s t be 
ba d peop le." He wa s a s gen u in ely s h ocked a s is a 
s u bu rba n m is s ion m eet in g over th e s a cr ifices of 
Da h om ey. Th e t r ibe ca n n ot pu n is h b loods h ed with in th e 
fa m ily grou p , e.g. if on e cou s in in a com m u n a l h ou s e k ill 
a n oth er . Th e h ea d of th e h ou s e is a rb iter . A m a n s a id 
n a ïvely on th is s u b ject , "How ca n s u ch a ca s e be 
pu n is h ed? A fa m ily ca n n ot owe its elf b lood?" To h im th e 
"fa m ily" wa s th e en t ity; th e in d ividu a l h a d n o s epa ra te 
existence. Marriage is arranged entirely by the head of the 
h ou s e. Th e ch ild ren a re betroth ed in in fa n cy or in u tero . 
Even ea r lier . A m a n will s a y to a n oth er with wh om h e 
wis h es to be a llied , "Wh en you r wife h a s a da u gh ter I 
wa n t h er for m y s on ." A wife is a lwa ys bou gh t . Th e in fa n t 
comes into the world irrevocably affianced, and part of the 
purchase-m on ey is a t on ce pa id . Sh e ca n m a rry n o oth er 



m a n , is s en t to h er u n kn own h u s ba n d wh en old en ou gh , 
a n d th e ba la n ce of th e p r ice h a n ded over . Th e h u s ba n d is 
bou n d to ta ke h er , n o m a t ter wh a t s h e is like, or fa ll in to 
b lood with h er fa m ily. Th e gir l m a y bu t it requ ires m u ch 
courage on her part refuse to marry the man. In that case 
s h e m u s t s wea r before witn es s es to rem a in virgin a ll h er 
life. Sh ou ld s h e b rea k th is vow, en d les s b loods h ed is 
ca u s ed . If h er fa th er s ell h er to a n oth er it en ta ils two 
bloods blood between her family and her first betrothed's, 
a n d b lood between h er h u s ba n d 's a n d h er betrothed's. 
Sh ou ld s h e m a ke a ru n -a wa y m a tch th ere is t r ip le b lood , 
a s h er fa m ily is a t b lood a ls o with h er h u s ba n d 's . In s u ch 
ca s es th e wom a n is fu r iou s ly b la m ed . "Sh e kn ew th e 
laws, and the amount of blood that must be shed."  

Th e m os t s in gu la r pa r t of th e bu s in es s is th e 
rea d in es s with wh ich m os t you th s a ccep t th e gir l bou gh t 
for th em . I n ever h ea rd of on e refu s in g, th ou gh I m et 
s evera l "Alba n ia n virgin s ," gir ls wh o h a d s worn virgin ity 
to escape their betrothed.  

Th e Ca th olic Ch u rch is m a k in g s t ren u ou s effor ts to 
s u ppres s in fa n t betroth a l by refu s in g to recogn is e it 
u n der th e a ge of fou r teen , a n d t ryin g th en to be s u re th a t 
th e gir l con s en ts , bu t a s yet lit t le p rogres s h a s been 
m a de. By th e Ca n on a m a n cou ld d ivorce h is wife by 
cu t t in g off a p iece of h er d res s a n d s en d in g h er h om e 
th u s d is figu red . Th e Ch u rch h a s n ot qu ite s u ppres s ed 
this among the Christian tribes. It is said to be a common 
pra ct ice a m on g th e Mos lem s . A m a n th ou gh m a rr ied m a y 
ta ke h is b roth er 's widow a s con cu b in e on e m on th a fter 
h is b roth er 's dea th , a ls o h is u n cle's or cou s in 's widow. 
Ch ild ren of s u ch u n ion s a re reckon ed legit im a te by th e 
peop le, a n d m a y even be con s idered to be th os e of th e 
fir s t h u s ba n d . In Ma lts ia e m a dh e th is cu s tom is n ow 
ext in ct ; bu t in Du ka gh in i a n d Pu la t i, in s p ite of a ll th e 
p r ies ts , it is qu ite com m on . Th rou gh ou t th e Mos lem 
tr ibes th is p ra ct ice p reva ils ; oth erwis e it is s a id to be ra re 
for a Mos lem tr ibes m a n to h a ve m ore th a n on e wife a t a 
time.  

(I wa s told in Mon ten egro th a t a h u n dred yea rs a go it 
wa s n ot u n com m on for a m a n to h a ve two wives . Pos s ib ly 
it wa s th is s a m e cu s tom .) Sh ou ld a wom a n bea r h er 
husband only daughters, the family on his death have the 
r igh t to tu rn h er ou t pen n iles s , th ou gh th ey h a ve s old a ll 
th e da u gh ters a t good p r ices . A wom a n believed capable 
of p rodu cin g on ly da u gh ters is va lu eles s , a n d ca n n ot 



h ope to m a rry a ga in . Sh ou ld h er own peop le be too poor 
to ta ke h er in , h er lot is m os t m is era b le. On th is poin t 
h u m a n er feelin gs a re begin n in g to p reva il. Th e b ir th of a 
da u gh ter is s t ill con s idered a m is for tu n e. Yet I wa s 
a s s u red everywh ere th a t th ere were m ore m en th a n 
women in the land, and young marriageable widows when 
for s a le a re s n a pped u p a t on ce, often fetch in g m ore th a n 
maidens.  

The rule as to whom a childless widow belongs seems 
to vary in different parts. In Kastrati and in Vukli (Maltsia 
e m a dh e) I wa s told s h e wa s th e p roper ty of h er fa th er or , 
in ca s e of h is decea s e, h is n ext h eir m a le. Sh ou ld s h e 
h a ve ch ild ren , s h e m u s t rem a in with h er h u s ba n d 's 
fa m ily to b r in g th em u p . Th e ch ild ren belon g to th e 
family not to her.  

In Du ka gh in i, s h ou ld s h e n ot be ta ken on a s 
con cu b in e by a m em ber of h er h u s ba n d 's fa m ily, h is 
fa m ily a n d h er fa m ily s h a re th e p r ice for wh ich th ey s ell 
her again.  

No m a n m a y s t r ike a wom a n bu t h er h u s ba n d or , if 
she be unmarried, her father. To do so entails blood.  

A wom a n in th e m ou n ta in s , in s p ite of th e s evere 
work s h e is forced to do, is in m a n y wa ys freer th a n th e 
wom en of Scu ta r i. Sh e s pea ks freely to th e m en ; is often 
very b r igh t a n d in telligen t , a n d h er op in ion m a y be a s ked 
a n d ta ken . I h a ve s een a m a n b r in g h is wife to give 
eviden ce in s om e ca s e u n der d is pu te. I h a ve a ls o s een th e 
wom en in ter fere to s top a qu a rrel, bu t wh ere th e fa m ily 
h on ou r is con cern ed th ey a re a s a n xiou s th a t b lood 
should be taken as are the men.  

Th e fa ct th a t a wife ca n n ot be ob ta in ed with ou t 
pa yin g for h er a m on g th e m ou n ta in t r ibes is on e of th e 
frequent causes of abduction.  

In Ma lts ia e m a dh e a gir l wh o h a s s worn virgin ity
"a n Alba n ia n virgin " ca n , if h er fa th er lea ve n o s on , 
in h er it la n d a n d work it . At h er dea th it goes to h er 
fa th er 's n ea res t h eir m a le. Th es e wom en a s a ru le wea r 
male dress and may carry arms.  

Th e p ra ct ice of wom en wea r in g m a le d res s exis ted 
also in that part of Montenegro known as the Brda, which 
in clu des th os e t r ibes th a t a re a ccord in g to t ra d it ion a llied 
by b lood to th os e of Alba n ia . Meda kovich , a Ru s s ia n 
t ra veller , records m eet in g on e a t Rova c in 1855 . Sh e h a d 
s worn virgin ity a n d ra n ked a s h er fa th er 's s on , h e h a vin g 
none.  



In Du ka gh in i, th ou gh I m et s evera l Alba n ia n Virgin s , 
I n eith er s a w n or h ea rd of a n in s ta n ce of a m a iden in 
male dress.  

Spa ce does n ot perm it fu r th er deta ils . I h a ve given 
s u fficien t on ly to m a ke th e followin g t ra vels 
comprehensible.    

CHAPTER III 
KASTRATI, SKRELI, GRUDA, AND HOTI  

"In a Som er Ses u n wh a n s ofte wa s th e Son n e 
Went I widen in the Worlde, Wonders to here." 

IT wa s Fr ida y, Ma y 8 , 1908 , a n d Scu ta r i wa s a s leep
even th e dogs were s t ill cu r led u p t igh t in th e gu t ters
wh en we s ta r ted on foot a n d pu rpos ely oozed ou t of th e 
town by th e wron g roa d in th e grey da wn in g. Th e k ir ijee 
a n d th e two h ors es m et u s in th e open . It wa s n ot u n t il 
we h a d m ou n ted th a t I felt th e jou rn ey h a d rea lly begu n 
at last.  

Th ere is a pecu lia r p lea s u re in r id in g ou t in to th e 
unknown a p lea s u re wh ich n o s econ d jou rn ey on th e 
same trail ever affords.  

Th e grea t m ou n ta in s towered m a u ve in th e beyon d 
a cros s th e p la in . We tu rn ed ou r h ors es off th e rou gh 
t ra ck , a n d , followin g th e k ir ijee, p lu n ged th em b rea s t -
deep in to p in k a s ph odel, h oa ry with dew, forcin g a 
pa s s a ge th rou gh it in a wide circu it over Fu s h a Stojit t ill 
we s t ru ck th e Serb villa ge of Vra ka a n d were well beyon d 
th e gen da rm er ie ou tpos ts . Wh eth er th is ela bora te 
p reca u t ion were n eces s a ry I dou b t . To m e it wa s 
unpleasing, but I had been assured by all the consulates I 
con s u lted th a t it wa s th e on ly wa y. It los t u s a n h ou r a n d 
a h a lf bu t a fforded grea t s a t is fa ct ion to th e k ir ijee a n d 
certainly added a Near Eastern flavour to the expedition.  

Vra ka greeted m e ch eerfu lly, bu t we left th e cowrie-
decked wom en beh in d u s a n d pu s h ed on . Beyon d 
Kopliku a s m a ll Mos lem tr ibe th e p la in r is es a n d is rocky 
in pa r ts . Its n a m e, Pu s topoj, a n obviou s corru p t ion of th e 
Servian pustopolje (desert land), tells of Servian days.  

Th e k ir ijee h ere los t th e t ra ck . We wa n dered 
fru it les s ly for a n h ou r a n d a h a lf t ill we s t ru ck th e d ry 
bed of th e Pron i Th a a t , a n d followin g it u p , ca m e to th e 
bridge that spans it Ura Zais and to the han. 



Wh a t with dodgin g Ezza d Bey's gen da rm er ie a n d 
los in g th e wa y, we h a d m a de lit t le p rogres s , bu t it wa s 
noon and past, so we halted for a midday meal.  

A h a n is u s u a lly a ra m s h a ck le s h a n ty th a t in 
England would not be thought fit for a cow of good family. 
Its win dow is iron -ba rred , a n d th e wooden fla p th a t s h u ts 
it by n igh t lets down by da y, a n d form s a s h elf on wh ich 
folk s it cros s -legged . With in , rows of bot t les a n d a ba rrel 
or two loom th rou gh th e da rkn es s . Fu rn itu re it h a s n on e, 
and its floor is mother earth.  

A fr ien d in n eed is a fr ien d in deed . Tra vellers m a ke a 
poin t of a bu s in g "th e m is era b le Tu rk is h h a n ." I forget a ll 
it s s h or tcom in gs a n d on ly rem em ber th e m a n y t im es I 
h a ve s tu m bled in s torm -dren ch ed a n d exh a u s ted , a n d it 
h a s wa rm ed a n d d r ied m e a n d revived m e with coffee a n d 
ra k ia . It h a s don e a ll it cou ld for m e wh ich is m ore th a n 
can be said for any hotel starred by Baedeker.  

We s a t ben ea th a ru de pergola of b ra n ch es with 
oth er wa yfa rers , Sk reli m en . We were n ow in th e la n ds of 
Skreli. Th e lively h a n jee ra t t led a wa y in Alba n ia n a n d 
Servian. His predecessor had been shot for blood, thirteen 
yea rs a go th ere wa s h is gra ve by th e pa th . Ta lk ra n on 
gh a k (b lood). Th ey t rea ted it from a ll poin ts of view, from 
th e s er iou s to th e h u m orou s , bu t m os t of a ll from th e 
point of view of the man that is born to it.  

An d from th is poin t of view m u s t it be s een to be 
understood. It is th e fa s h ion a m on g jou rn a lis ts a n d 
oth ers to ta lk of th e "la wles s Alba n ia n s "; bu t th ere is 
perh a ps n o oth er peop le in Eu rope s o m u ch u n der th e 
tyranny of laws.  

Th e u n writ ten la w of b lood is to th e Alba n ia n a s is 
th e Fu ry of Greek t ra gedy. It d r ives h im in exora b ly to h is 
doom . Th e cu rs e of b lood is u pon h im wh en h e is born , 
a n d it s en ds h im to a n ea r ly gra ve. So m u ch a ccu s tom ed 
is he to the knowledge that he must shoot or be shot, that 
it a ffects h is s p ir its n o m ore th a n does th e fa ct th a t "Ma n 
is m or ta l" s poil th e d in n er of a p lu m p t ra des m a n in Wes t 
Europe.  

The man whose honour has been soiled must cleanse 
it . Un t il h e h a s don e s o h e is degra ded in th e eyes of a ll
a n ou tca s t from h is fellows , t rea ted con tem ptu ou s ly a t a ll 
ga th er in gs . Wh en fin a lly folk pa s s h im th e gla s s of ra k ia 
beh in d th eir ba cks , h e ca n s h ow h is fa ce n o m ore a m on g 
them and to clean his honour he kills.  



An d les t you th a t rea d th is book s h ou ld cry ou t a t 
the "customs of savages," I would remind you that we play 
th e s a m e ga m e on a m u ch la rger s ca le a n d ca ll it wa r . 
An d n eith er is "b lood" or wa r s weep in gly to be 
condemned.  

Th e h a n jee told h ow a few da ys a go two m en (wh om 
h e n a m ed), b lood foes , h a d a cciden ta lly m et a t h is h a n . 
Bein g with fr ien ds a n d m eet in g u n der on e roof, it wa s n ot 
etiqu et te to s h oot . Th ey d ra n k coffee togeth er a n d beca m e 
s o fr ien d ly th ey s wore pea ce for s ix weeks . Th e com pa n y 
thought this an excellent joke and laughed heartily.  

Ha vin g fin is h ed ou r s cra m bled eggs a n d fr ied s lices 
of s h eep ch ees e, we s et ou t a ga in for Bra tos h i in Ka s tra t i 
Sypermi (Upper Kastrati) and soon entered Kastrati land.  

Th e t ra ck wou n d u p a m ou n ta in -s ide of ba re grey 
rocks . Th e h ors es , s or ry bea s ts a t bes t , were wea r ied ou t 
a n d th e res t of th e wa y h a d to be t ra m ped . Down below 
la y, like a ga rden , th e fer t ile p la in of Lower Ka s tra t i, a n d 
Scu ta r i La ke b la zed s ilver in th e a ftern oon ligh t . It wa s 
a ks h a m , pa s t we h a d been th ir teen h ou rs on th e wa y
when we finally came to the church of Bratoshi.  

Th e you n g Fra n cis ca n in ch a rge m a de u s very 
welcom e, a n d h is ch a rm in g old m oth er bu s t led rou n d to 
make ready supper.  

Th e n a m e Ka s tra t i is s a id to der ive from th e La t in 
ca s t ru m , wh ich is n ot im pos s ib le, for th e m a in roa d from 
Scodra to Dioclea m u s t h a ve pa s s ed th rou gh Lower 
Kastrati and have needed guards to protect it.  

Th e t r ibes m en , h owever , rela te th a t th eir n a m e 
com es from th eir h ero, George Ka s tr iot i, th e grea t 
Sken derbeg. "Wh en Sken derbeg d ied we s a t by th e 
wayside and wept. The Turk came by and said, 'Why weep 
ye? ' a n d we s a id , 'We weep beca u s e we h a ve los t ou r 
s word !' An d h e s a id , 'I will be you r ch ief s word '" 
(Sergherdé).  

"Th en h e rea d u s th e Sh er ia t (Tu rk is h La w) a n d s a id , 
'You m u s t cea s e you r gr ief. Ta ke off you r b la ck Gh u rd i'" 
(th e b la ck , s h or t ja cket wh ich , a ccord in g to t ra d it ion , is 
m ou rn in g for George Sken derbeg a n d n a m ed a fter h im ) 
"'and put on the Turkish Ghiubé.' 

"But we answered, 'Christians are we, and Christians 
h a ve we ever been ! We ca n n ot ta ke Tu rk is h la w. Neith er 
ca n we wea r Tu rk is h ga rb . We a re ru led by th e Ca n on of 
Lek Du ka gh in .' Th en h e offered u s th e wa is tcoa t th a t we 



s t ill ca ll J elek , s a yin g, 'J e Lek '" (Th ou a r t Lek .) "So ca m e 
we under the Turk."  

Th is cu r iou s lit t le ta le with its fa n ta s t ic etym ology is 
of grea t in teres t , in a s m u ch a s it defin itely con n ects 
Sken derbeg with a n or th ern t r ibe. For it is m ore p roba b le 
th a t h e s h ou ld h a ve ta ken h is n a m e from th e p la ce th a n 
the place from him.   

 

BOY OF KASTRATI.  

Ka s tra t i con s is ts of on e ba r ia k of five h u n dred 
houses and, as do all tribes, has a definite tale of origin. It 
t ra ces des cen t from th e fa m ou s figh t in g s tock , 
Dreka lovich of Ku ch i, wh ich in tu rn der ives from Ber is h a , 
by tradition one of the oldest of all Albanian tribes. Kuchi, 
s in ce th e wa r of '76 '77 , h a s been in clu ded polit ica lly 
with in th e Mon ten egr in fron t ier . Actu a lly, it fir s t th rew in 
its lot with Mon ten egro in 1835 , bu t togeth er with Piper i, 
a n oth er t r ibe of a t a n y ra te pa r t ia lly Alba n ia n b lood
revolted in 1845 wh en Pr in ce Da n ilo t r ied to m a ke th em 
pa y ta xes . Th e r is in g wa s s u ppres s ed , bu t Ku ch i revolted 
a ga in la ter . Mon ten egro owes th e s u bs equ en t a cqu is t ion 



of th e ter r itory to th e h erois m a n d m ilita ry s k ill of Ma rko 
Dreka lovich , wh o with h is t r ibe, a fter h a r ryin g th e Turks 
of Podgor itza for m a n y yea rs , s ick of Tu rk is h ru le, join ed 
forces with Prince Nikola when war against the Turks was 
p rocla im ed . He lies bu r ied on th e h eigh ts of Medu n , th e 
Turkish stronghold which he captured after a heavy siege, 
and his name is famous alike in Albania and Montenegro.  

The Kuchi are now largely (entirely?) Serbophone and 
Orthodox. When they became so I do not know.  

From Dreka lovich , th en , "a lon g wh ile a go" ca m e on e 
Delt i with h is s even s on s to th e la n d of Ka s tra t i. Th ey 
fou gh t th e peop le th ey fou n d th ere, s a id to be Serbs , bea t 
them, took land and settled. And from Delti and his seven 
s on s des cen d th ree h u n dred h ou s es of Ka s tra t i. Th e 
rem a in in g two h u n dred a re of m ixed or igin ; s om e, 
dou b t les s with t ru th , a re s a id to der ive from th e 
con qu ered Serbs . Th ey a re a ll n ow Ca th olic or Mos lem , 
a n d Alba n oph on e bu t Serb n a m es , n ota b ly Popovich , 
show they have not always been so.  

Th e n ea res t a pproa ch to a da te th a t I ob ta in ed wa s 
th a t th e Ch u rch of Gru da wa s th e oldes t in Ma lts ia e 
m a dh e, a n d wa s 380 yea rs old , a n d th a t th e Ch u rch of 
Bra tos h i Ka s tra t i th ird oldes t wa s bu ilt s oon a fter th e 
Delt i s et t led . Th is defin ite s ta tem en t , th a t th e Delt i 
a r r ived les s th a n 380 yea rs a go, is of m u ch in teres t , a s in 
s p ite of th e Sken derbeg s tory in th e la n d , it m a kes th eir 
arrival subsequent to Skenderbeg's death (1467).  

Sken derbeg's p la ce of or igin is wra pped in m ys tery. 
Ma n y p la ces cla im h im . Accord in g to th e m os t recen t 
res ea rch (s ee Pa s tor 's Lives of th e Popes , a n d Her tzbu rg's 
Byzantiner und Osmanen), Skenderbeg was of Slav origin, 
pa s s ed h is life in h is n a t ive m ou n ta in s , a n d fir s t lea p t to 
fa m e wh en h e bea t th e Tu rks a t Debra in 1444 , a n d 
in a u gu ra ted Alba n ia n in depen den ce; a n d th e ta le of h is 
ca p t ivity a m on g th e Tu rks is m yth ica l. Du fres n e du 
Ca n ge, qu ot in g Fla viu s Com n en u s , gives a s Sken derbeg's 
great-gra n dfa th er , on e "Con s ta n t in u s Ca s tr iotu s , 
cogn om en to Mes erech u s , Æ m a th iæ et Ca s tor iæ 
Princeps."  

Mes erech u s m u s t be s u rely th e m odern Ma zreku , 
n ow a pa r is h of Pu la t i; a n d if Æ m a th iæ m a y be ta ken a s 
Ma t ija , it wou ld a ccou n t en t irely for Sken derbeg's fa th er 
bein g Lord of Kroja , s in ce Ma tija lies ju s t beh in d Kroja . 
Th es e two n a m es , a n d th e fa ct th a t h e wa s a Ca th olic, 
con n ect h im en t irely with th e Nor th , a n d m a ke th e 



popu la r ta le th a t h e der ived from Ca s tor ia , in th e s ou th -
east, highly improbable.  

Wh erea s , if th e fa m ily or igin a ted from Ka s tra t i, th e 
t ra d it ion th a t th e Sla v in h a b ita n ts th ere were 
overwh elm ed a n d d is p la ced by th e Alba n ia n Ku ch i, wou ld 
a ccou n t for th e fa ct th a t n o m ore defin ite ta le of 
Skenderbeg, than the one quoted, exists there.  

It is a n in teres t in g fa ct th a t m os t of th e celeb ra ted 
lea ders of Nor th Alba n ia a n d Mon ten egro s eem to h a ve 
been of mixed Serbo-Albanian blood.  

I fou n d Ka s tra t i ru in g th e da y wh en it h a d a ccep ted 
the mixed rule of tribe and Djibal.  

Alrea dy a t th e h a n I h a d lea rn ed wh y Scu ta r i wa s 
refu s in g perm is s ion to t ra vel in th e m ou n ta in s . Th e t r ibes 
of Ma lts ia e m a dh e, exa s pera ted a ga in s t Sch a h ir Bey, th e 
th en Sergh erdé, were in open defia n ce. Th eir ch a rges 
a ga in s t h im were m a n y a n d b it ter , a n d th ey s wore th ey 
would have no more of him.  

I had planned to stay some days at Bratoshi, but was 
u rged to go a t on ce to Skreli to th e Fea s t of th e 
Tra n s la t ion of St . Nikola s , th e t r iba l s a in t , wh ere th e 
t r ibes wou ld ga th er in th eir bes t a r ra y. So, a s a ll th e 
wor ld wa s goin g to Skreli, to Skreli I wen t . Am on g ou r 
com pa n y wa s a Ka s tra t i m a n from Podgor itza in 
Mon ten egro, wh ith er h e h a d fled from b lood s om e yea rs 
a go. He s poke Serb well, a n d wa s in th e h igh es t s p ir its , 
for th e fa ct th a t by com in g to th e fea s t h e r is ked h is life, 
added much spice to the outing.  

"How m a n y h a ve you k illed?" I a s ked . "Eigh t u p t ill 
to-da y," s a id h e ch eerfu lly. A Mos lem h a d s h ot on e of h is 
s on s , wh ereon h e h a d s h ot fou r of th a t Mos lem 's n ea r 
relatives, and flitted over the border. It pleased him much. 
Th e Mos lem wou ld m in d it fa r m ore th a n bein g s h ot 
h im s elf. He joked a bou t h is fellow-tr ibes m en : "Wild 
people," said he.  

"Art th ou wild , too?" I a s ked . "No, n o," s a id h e, 
a dd in g with a bea m in g s m ile: "I've k illed m a n y m en 
th ou gh , Ch r is t ia n s a n d Mos lem s , a n d God willin g, I will 
shoot some more. Now I am going to pray to St. Nikola."  

He h a d a s on in t ra in in g a s a Mon ten egr in officer , 
a n d wa s lou d in p ra is e of Pr in ce Nikola . His gra n d-
ch ild ren will p roba b ly be Or th odox a n d Serboph on e, a n d 
h is grea t-gra n dch ild ren s wea r th ey h a ve been Serb from 
th e begin n in g of t im e. An d th u s for cen tu r ies h a ve th e 
Balkan races been made.  



Th e t ra ck to Brzh eta led u p over s ton es to th e r idge 
of th e m ou n ta in , wh ere a rou gh wa ll m a rked th e fron t ier 
of Ka s tra t i a n d Skreli, a n d th en down a s ton y zigza g, too 
s teep for th e h ors es , wh ich were led rou n d . Th e ch u rch 
a n d ch u rch -h ou s e s ta n d in th e va lley of th e Pron i Th a a t . 
Th e p r ies t of Sk reli, wh os e own b is h op des cr ibes h im a s 
"t in y bu t ter r ib le," b r im m in g with en ergy a n d h os p ita lity, 
was making great preparations for guests. On a feast-day, 
he declared, two or three more or less made no difference, 
he could find room for me somewhere.  

Beyon d th e green bed of th e va lley ros e, s n ow-
ca pped , th e wa ll of m ou n ta in th a t pa r ts Sk reli from th e 
Pulati tribes. Skreli tells a tale of origin from Bosnia.  

I pa id vis its . Th e peop le, m os t fr ien d ly, were 
deligh ted to let m e "write" th eir h ou s es . Th ey a re of s ton e 
with t iled roof. Th e grou n d floor is s ta b le. Th e dwellin g-
room a bove is a pproa ch ed by a n ou ts ide s ta irca s e of 
s ton e or wood , wh ich lea ds often to a la rge covered 
ba lcon y. Th e win dows a re few a n d s m a ll. Th e fire is lit on 
a n open h ea r th a t on e en d , th e s m oke es ca p in g th rou gh 
th e u n ceiled roof. Beh in d th e h ea r th is a reces s in th e 
wa ll to con ta in cook in g u ten s ils . Ma n y h ou s es h a ve a 
wa t t led la rder s ta n d in g on pos ts in th e ya rd , es pecia lly to 
keep milk in. Every house expected guests.  

 

In th e even in g th e p r ies t 's gu es ts bega n a r r ivin g two 
Fra n cis ca n s , two p r ies ts , a n d la s t n ot lea s t , th e depu ty 
Arch b is h op of Scu ta r i a n d th e fu n bega n . As ea ch a n d 



h is reta in ers got with in h owlin g d is ta n ce th ey yelled 
aloud, hailing their host.  

Th e p r ies t of Sk reli th en da s h ed wild ly to th e 
win dow, lea n ed per ilou s ly fa r ou t , a n d h u r led h is voice 
ba ck , a t th e s a m e t im e em ptyin g a revolver . Th e vis itor 
rep lied with a volley, rode u p fu ll cla t ter , ru s h ed u ps ta irs 
a n d h elped to yell a n d fire greet in gs a t th e n ext com er . 
Th ey were a ll you n g, a n d were in th e h igh es t s p ir its for a 
m ou n ta in m is s ion p r ies t gets very lit t le fu n in h is life
wh en th e Arch b is h op tu rn ed u p . Fin d in g th em th ere, h e 
p reten ded a t fir s t to be s evere, for th e fea s t -da y to-
m orrow wa s a Su n da y, a n d with ou t h is perm is s ion n on e 
were s u ppos ed to a bs en t th em s elves from th eir own 
pa r is h es on a Su n da y. However , th ey a ll vowed th a t a ll 
th eir own pa r is h ion ers were com in g to th e fea s t , a n d th a t 
it wa s th eir du ty to com e a n d look a fter th em , a n d th e 
Arch b is h op wa s s oon a s fes t ive a s every on e els e. 
Mea n t im e gu es ts were a r r ivin g a t a ll th e oth er h ou s es , 
a n d a con t in u ou s r ifle-fire s wis h ed a n d tore down th e 
valley. We sat down to supper, a most ecclesiastical party. 
I fou n d m ys elf on th e r igh t h a n d of th e Arch b is h op , th e 
s olita ry fem a le a m on g s ix ch u rch m en . Bu t th ey a ll s poke 
some language I did, were immensely kind, and all invited 
me to visit their tribes. 

After s u pper wa s a s in g-s on g, th e typ ica l Alba n ia n 
s on gs th a t a re like n oth in g els e. Th e Alba n ia n s ca le is n ot 
a s th e m odern Eu ropea n s ca le, bu t is a ll s em i-ton es a n d 
fra ct ion a l ton es . Nor h a s th e m u s ic regu la r t im e. Its 
rh yth m is h u rr ied or s la cken ed a ccord in g to th e s in ger 's 
dramatic instinct, and the words are incredibly drawn out 
over lon g m in or tu rn s a n d u ps a n d down s th a t few 
En glis h th roa ts cou ld im ita te. To th e u n in it ia ted it s eem s 
to begin n owh ere a n d lea ve off a n ywh ere, u n t il, a fter a 
few weeks , th e ea r , a ccu s tom ed a s it were to a n ew 
language, recognises both tune and rhythm, and airs that 
a t fir s t s eem ed a ll a like becom e d is t in ct . Th ey a re 
n a t ion a l a n d or igin a l a n d n ot with ou t ch a rm , a n d a re 
s u n g a lwa ys a t th e top of th e voice, a n d th a t a n a r t ificia l 
on e, h igh for m en , low for wom en . Th e two s exes s in g s o 
m u ch a like th a t I on ce m is took th e voice of a lit t le gir l of 
th ir teen s in gin g in th e n ext room for th a t of a m a n . Her 
deligh ted pa ren ts s a id , "Sh e h a s in deed a very bea u t ifu l 
voice." 

Ma rko a n d th e ch u rch m en a ll h a d h u ge voices a n d 
th e roof ra n g. On e s on g wa s of a widow wh o h a d two 



s on s . Th e elder wen t to th e m ou n ta in a n d tu rn ed robber . 
His m oth er believed h im dea d . Th e you n ger s ta yed with 
h er , bu t h a vin g to cros s th e m ou n ta in s for bu s in es s wa s 
s h ot a t from beh in d a rock a n d m or ta lly wou n ded . As h e 
la y dyin g th e two b roth ers recogn is ed on e a n oth er . 
Horr ified , th e elder wa s a bou t to s h oot h im s elf, wh en th e 
you n ger cr ied , "Do n ot k ill both ou r m oth er 's s on s . Go to 
her and tell her I have gone to a far country, and that you 
will s ta y with h er ." He d ied , a n d th e robber retu rn ed 
home. 

An oth er wa s of a you th wh o h a d gon e to vis it a 
fr ien d . He ra pped on th e door with th e bu t t of h is 
revolver. It went off and killed him, and the song mourned 
his fate. 

Th e fea s t rea lly fell on th e Sa tu rda y. It wa s kep t on 
Su n da y beca u s e Sa tu rda y is a fa s t -da y, a n d you ca n n ot 
fea s t with ou t roa s t m u t ton . Ea r ly Su n da y m orn in g th e 
gu es ts pou red down th e zig-za g in a livin g ca ta ra ct on th e 
on e s ide, a n d flocked from th e va lleys on th e oth er from 
Hoti, from Ka s tra t i a n d Boga , a ll in th eir bes t m en firs t , 
th eir wom en followin g. As ea ch ba tch ca m e in s igh t of th e 
ch u rch th ey yelled for th e p r ies t ; ba n g, ba n g wen t fifty 
r ifles a t on ce; s wis h -ish-is h flew th e bu llets ; pop , pop , 
pop , pop , pop , pop rep lied th e p r ies t 's old s ix-shooter. 
Before m idda y th e m eet in g-grou n d rou n d th e ch u rch wa s 
pa cked with m a gn ificen t s pecim en s of h u m a n ity. Th e 
vis itor to Scu ta r i ra rely s ees th e rea lly fin e m ou n ta in 
man h e is eith er a t feu d with th e Govern m en t or owes 
blood, and sends his women to the town when business is 
necessary. 

Etiquette dem a n ded th a t th e Skreli peop le, bein g th e 
h os ts , s h ou ld n ot wea r th eir bes t cloth es , it is for th e 
gu es ts to do a ll th e pea cock in g. An d pea cock th ey d id . 
Ma n y ca r r ied s p len d id s ilver -m ou n ted wea pon s , a n d even 
th ou gh wea r in g revolvers , th ru s t grea t s ilver ra m rods in 
th eir belts , for "s wa gger ." Sn ow-wh ite h ea dwra ps da zzled 
in th e s u n cr im s on a n d gold d jem a da n s a n d jeleks , th e 
s h or t b la ck gh u rd i, a n d th e s p len d id ly decora t ive b la ck 
b ra id in g of th e t igh t-fit t in g ch a ks h ir (t rou s ers ), a n d th e 
h ea vy s ilver wa tch a n d p is tol ch a in s s et la vis h ly with th e 
fa ls e ru b ies a n d tu rqu ois e loved of th e m ou n ta in m a n set 
off th e lea n s u pp le figu res to th e grea tes t a dva n ta ge. Th e 
m a jor ity belon ged to th e lon g-fa ced , a qu ilin e-n os ed type, 
with lon g, well-cu t ja wbon e, eyebrows th a t s lope 
down wa rds , a n d eith er h a zel eyes a n d b rown h a ir , or 



grey-b lu e eyes a n d fa ir h a ir . All h a d s h a ven h ea ds , th e 
u n s h a ven pa tch va ryin g in s h a pe a n d pos it ion . To s tu dy 
head-tu fts on e m u s t go to ch u rch fes t iva ls . On ly th en a re 
a number seen uncovered.  

 

Notes of Variety of Head-shaves in Kastrati and Skreli.  

Of th e h ea dwra p th e Scu ta r i Ch r is t ia n s a lwa ys s a y, 
"They took it from the Turks." But Henry Blunt, writing in 
1650, gives a curious legend to the effect that it originated 
a t th e ba t t le of Th erm opylæ , h a d been worn ever s in ce, 
a n d wa s a dop ted by th e Tu rks . Th is , th ou gh th e 
Th erm opylæ pa r t is dou b t les s fa bu lou s , is of in teres t a s 
s h owin g s o ea r ly a s 1650 a belief th a t th e h ea dwra p wa s 
long pre-Turkish, in Europe. 

Th e wom en , wh o t rooped a fter th eir m en , a ls o wra p 
th e h ea d . Th ey too a re s h a ven a ll rou n d th e tem ples a n d 
th eir fa ces look extra ord in a r ily la rge a n d b la n k . Som e a re 
a ls o s h a ven in a s t r ip a lon g th e top of th e foreh ea d , bu t 
the shaven strip is often covered by a fringe brought down 
over it. This is all the hair that shows, and is darkened by 
dye or oil. Unmarried girls have often quite fair hair. 

Gir ls a n d wom en a re d ifferen t ly d res s ed . Th e gir ls ' 
d res s is of th ick , s t iff, wh ite wool with h or izon ta l b la ck 
s t r ipes . Th e s k ir t a n d bod ice a re join ed , a n d th e bod ice is 
open a t th e s ides . Th e ou ter ga rm en ts of both m en a n d 
wom en a re com m on ly open u n der th e a rm pits for 
ventilation. 

Un der th e d res s th e gir ls a n d wom en of th es e pa r ts 
wea r a s h ir t with lon g s leeves , a n d n o oth er ga rm en t s a ve 
th e lon g s tock in gs kn it ted in fa n cy pa t tern s of red a n d 
b la ck or b la ck a n d wh ite. Ma rr ied wom en wea r a b la ck 
bell-s h a ped s k ir t of s t iff, h ea vy wool, s t r iped with du ll 
crim s on (n a t ive dyed) or pu rp le (bou gh t in Scu ta r i). Th e 



bod ice is open a t th e s ide, a n d a th ick epa u let te, h ea vily 
fr in ged , covers th e s h ou lder . Over th e s k ir t is a h ea vy 
s t r iped a p ron of th e s a m e s tu ff. An d rou n d th e wa is t is a 
grea t lea th ern belt five or s ix in ch es wide, s tu dded th ick ly 
with s m a ll n a ils . More in a ppropr ia te wea r for a m a rr ied 
wom a n cou ld h a rd ly be in ven ted . On th e h ea d is a fla t 
b la ck ca p on th e crown of wh ich is s ewn a cres cen t , or a 
dou b le cres cen t , of s ilver -gilt fila gree. Or a s im ila r design 
is worked in gold th rea d . Th is cres cen t th e Ch r is t ia n 
wom en s a y th ey h a ve a lwa ys worn , a n d th a t it is n ot 
Tu rk is h . In th is th ey a re p roba b ly correct . Th e cres cen t 
a n d s u n a re very com m on ly ta t tooed togeth er with th e 
cros s on a ll th es e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes -folk , m en a n d wom en . 
Th is s eem s to be th e rem n a n t of s om e old p re-Christian 
belief n ot con n ected with Ma h om eda n is m a t a ll. Th e 
Moslems do not tattoo the crescent but a double triangle. 

Th e ch u rch -bell ra n g, th e ch u rch wa s pa cked , Pla ce 
wa s given to vis itors , a n d m os t of th e Skreli t r ibe kn elt on 
the ground outside. 

A week's besa had been sworn for the festival, so that 
all blood foes could meet as friends. 

After ch u rch th ere wa s a ru s h for th e r ifles , s ta cked 
ou ts ide; a s h oot in g com pet it ion bega n , a ccom pa n ied by a 
gen era l fu s illa de. An d a ll were s o ga y a n d fr ien d ly it wa s 
h a rd to believe th a t th ey n ea r ly a ll owed , or were owed , 
blood. 

Abou t th ree o'clock th e wh ole ga th er in g b roke u p 
with amazing speed, to dine with their Skreli hosts. Firing 
continued light-heartedly till late at night, but no accident 
m a rred th e fes ta . Fes ta s do n ot a lwa ys pa s s off s o well 
a m on g th e wilder t r ibes . Th e Arch b is h op told h ow, wh en 
h e wa s pa r is h p r ies t in a Pu la t i t r ibe, h e on ce h a d s even 
s h ot dea d ju s t ou ts ide h is ch u rch on th e fea s t of th e 
patron saint. 

Th ere bein g n o h a y or corn , th e h ors es of th e en t ire 
pa r ty h a d been tu rn ed loos e to b rows e in th e cops es . 
Con s equ en t ly we a woke to a h ors eles s da wn . Th e s tu rdy 
eccles ia s t ica l s teeds , n ot s eein g th e fu n of fa s t in g on a 
feast-day, h a d a ll bolted in s ea rch of r ich er fa re, th e 
Archbishop's along with the rest. 

My h u m ble k ir ijee h ors es , h a vin g n o s u perflu ou s 
en ergy, were fou n d a fter a n h ou r 's s ea rch . Lea vin g th e 
h ors eles s ch u rch m en d is con s ola te on th e ba lcon y, we 
s ta r ted for Lower Ka s tra t i with a Ka s tra t i m a n broth er of 
th e on e wh o h a d b rou gh t u s a lively fellow, with s h a ven 



tem ples a n d h a ir p la s tered down in a s t ra igh t fr in ge over 
his shaven forehead. 

He h a d en joyed th e fes ta va s t ly, a n d fired off h is 
wh ole belt of ca r t r idges for ty. Th is is a ll th a t m os t m en 
pos s es s . Th ey bu y ca ps a n d powder , ca s t th eir own 
bu llets , a n d perpetu a lly refill th eir em pty ca r t r idge-cases. 
Th e ea s e with wh ich a Ma r t in i ca r t r idge is filled is th e 
m a in rea s on of th a t wea pon 's popu la r ity. As a qu ick firer 
it ca n n ot of cou rs e com pa re with th e Ma u s er . Bu t it 
wou n ds fa r m ore s everely, a n d d rops its m a n wh en th e 
Ma u s er fa ils to s top h im , a n d , a s th ere is a lwa ys p len ty of 
cover from wh ich to get a n ea r s h ot , it h a s m a n y 
a dm irers . Ma n y peop le told m e th a t for a rea l good old -
fa s h ion ed wou n d th e good old flin t lock with a d ra m of 
powder well ra m m ed down , ca r ryin g a h u ge bu llet , n a ils , 
and other fancy articles, was a sure thing at close range.  

 

GRAVE, BETWEEN SKRELI AND BAITZA, SHOWING 
PORTRAIT OF DECEASED'S FAVOURITE HORSE. 



 

CROSS AT VUKLI, WITH PORTRAIT OF DECEASED.  

We wa lked a ll down th e va lley of th e Pron i Th a a t , a 
s t r ip of cu lt iva ted la n d s own with m a ize a n d toba cco, 
fla n ked by grey, gr im Ka rs t , wh ich n ou gh t bu t cen tu r ies 
of foresting can hope to tame. By the track side we passed 
a Ch r is t ia n gra ve, a dorn ed with a cros s a n d a ru de relief 
of a s a dd le-h ors e. Both gu ide a n d k ir ijee s a id it wa s 
cu s tom a ry to ca rve a m a n 's fa vou r ite h ors e on h is gra ve. 
Does it tell of th e da ys wh en a wa rr ior 's h ors e wa s bu r ied 
with him? 

I saw other examples. 
We tu rn ed off Pron i Th a a t a t Ura Za is , a n d s t ru ck 

over th e fla t p la in to Ba itza , pa s t r ich fields wh ere th e 
crops were gu a rded from th e Evil Eye by h ors es ' s ku lls 
s et on poles , or th eir m odern s u bs t itu tes , twis ted 
petroleu m ca n s wh itewa s h ed . A cros s ga ve yet fu r th er 
protection. 

The ch u rch a n d p r ies t 's h ou s e of Ba itza s ta n d on a 
fa ir p la in th a t lies bu t lit t le a bove th e la ke level, a n d 
s m iles with crops , ch err ies , figs , a n d a lm on ds , bu t is 
malarious in summer. 

Th e ch u rch -tower is m a rked by th e bu ilder 's n a m e, 
Selim, Debra. 

Th e bes t bu ilders in Nor th Alba n ia a re Mos lem s from 
Debra : da rk , s h or t m en Alba n oph on e, bu t wea r in g th e 
dola m a (lon g coa t) of th e Sla v, belted with a n ora n ge 
sash. 



Th ou gh pos s ib ly of m ixed b lood , th e Mos lem s of 
Debra a re s om e of th e Sla vs ' wors t pers ecu tors , a n d a re 
m a in ly res pon s ib le for th e Alba n ia n 's s in is ter repu ta t ion 
in England. 

In the graveyard is a cross of a type common in many 
pa r ts of th e cou n try. Th ree ru dely ca rved b irds a re 
perch ed , on e on eith er a rm , a n d on e on th e top . Th e 
n a t ives s a y th e b ird is p llu m (dove), a n d th a t it is per 
bu ku r (for bea u ty). It is , h owever , on ly a n oth er wa y of 
keep in g off Syy kec (Evil Eye). Th e cock , th rou gh ou t th e 
Ba lka n Pen in s u la , is th e b ird fa m ed for th is . A grotes qu e 
cockyolyb ird a dorn ed th e h ea dba n ds of th e Herzegovin ia n 
wom en . It is pos s ib le th a t on Ch r is t ia n gra ves th e dove
th e con ven t ion a l em blem of th e Holy Gh os t is a 
s u bs t itu te for th e form er b ird of m a gic. Bu t dove-like 
bronze annulets occur in early Bosnian graves.  

  

Ch ris t ia n s a n d Mos lem s , of wh ich th ere a re a good 
m a n y in Lower Ka s tra t i, live togeth er on perfect ly fr ien d ly 
term s . Religiou s pers ecu t ion n ever ta kes p la ce with in a 
tribe. It is intertribal when it occurs. 

We s t rolled rou n d . Folk were a s ea ger to s ee m e a s I, 
th em . We en tered th e fir s t h ou s e th a t a s ked u s , a n d 
climbed up to the dark dwelling-room. 

It wa s fu ll of peop le wh os e ta lk wa s b it ter la m en t . All 
th e five la rge t r ibes h a vin g refu s ed fu r th er obed ien ce to 
th e Sergh erdé, th e m en cou ld n o lon ger go to th e ba za r . 
Th ey were fierce, h opeles s , s u llen . La s t yea r th e Su lta n 
h a d wis h ed to cede pa r t of Kilm en i's bes t gra zin g la n d to 
Mon ten egro, to p lea s e th e Powers . Wh a t r igh t h a d th e 
Su lta n to cede th eir ter r itory? If h e wa n ted to give la n d , 
let h im give Sta m bou l th a t belon ged to h im , n ot la n d th a t 
h a d belon ged to Alba n ia before ever th e Tu rks ca m e. 
Wh a t h a s th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t ever don e for u s ? 



Th ere is n ot a roa d in th e cou n try. Give u s a ju s t 
government. We a re poor a n d ign ora n t . Th e Tu rks will do 
n oth in g excep t for b r ibes . We s h a ll n ever h a ve ju s t ice 
from th em . Th ey vowed th ey wou ld be loya l to a n y foreign 
p r in ce th a t wou ld lea d th em . Twen ty-five yea rs a go, th ey 
h a d believed th a t s a lva t ion wa s in s igh t , bu t Au s tr ia h a d 
betra yed th em . Now th ey kn ew n ot to wh om to tu rn n or 
whence to obtain ammunition with which to fight free. 

Two of th e m ela n ch oly h ou s eh old were gu es ts , flyin g 
from b lood , th e bu rden of th eir m a in ten a n ce fa llin g on 
th eir h os ts . On ce wa s bu t fifteen , from Skreli, a n d h a d 
ju s t k illed h is fir s t m a n . He wa s a b ig, da rk boy, wh o d id 
n ot look h is a ge. I th in k h is fir s t b lood la y h ea vy on h im
n ot a s a cr im e, bu t a s a m om en tou s a ct th a t h a d b rou gh t 
h im u p s u dden ly a ga in s t th e ra w fa cts of life. He s a t 
s ilen t . Th e fir s t flu s h of victory h a d worn off. We s poke 
with h im . He h a d been to s ch ool in Scu ta r i, a n d cou ld 
rea d a n d write a lit t le. Now h e cou ld retu rn th ere n o 
m ore. An ou tca s t , depen den t on ch a r ity for h is b rea d , h is 
s teps were dogged by th e a ven ger of b lood . Th e s itu a t ion 
da zed h im . Wh y d id h e k ill h is m a n ? He wa s ob liged to by 
th e la w. His h os ts a dded th a t th e Tu rk is h a u th or it ies h a d 
ordered h is pa ren ts ' h ou s e (a s h e h a d n ot on e of h is own ) 
to be bu rn t down , bu t , a s th e t r ibe wa s a t feu d with 
Scutari they would not obey. 

Th e s econ d gu es t wa s a wea ry-look in g m a n of a bou t 
for ty. He too s a id h e "h a d been ob liged to k ill.       is n o 
govern m en t , God h elp u s ! You m u s t k ill th e m a n th a t 
in ju res you you rs elf by th e Old La w or h e will t rea t you 
wors e a n d wors e." Th e fa m ily s h elter in g th e two, wa s a ls o 
a t b lood , a n d on ly th e wom en cou ld go ou t a n d a bou t . 
Th ey d is cu s s ed wh ich Power cou ld s a ve th em . Th e 
Au s tr ia n con s u l, th ey s a id , wa s n o u s e. He h a d la tely 
vis ited th em a n d wa s a cowa rd . "We m a de coffee for h im 
a n d h e let h is wife ta ke it fir s t . He wa s a fra id of a 
woman!" 

"That," said Marko, "is the custom alla franga." 
"I wou ld n ever let m y wife ea t with m e," s a id th e m a n 

th a t owed b lood . "Sh e m u s t s ta n d a n d wa it t ill I h a ve 
fin is h ed . Con s u l in deed!" An d h e roa red with la u gh ter a 
momentary flash in the general gloom. 

We left th e d rea ry, b lood-s t r icken h ou s e a n d wen t 
on , to be s topped very s h or t ly by a pa r ty of m en a n d 
wom en , wh om th e a ppea ra n ce of a tota l s t ra n ger grea t ly 
a la rm ed . Th ey s topped m e to lea rn wh a t I wa s a bou t . We 



s a t down obed ien t ly, a n d m a de a s olem n decla ra t ion th a t 
I h a d n ot com e to s eek t rea s u re, a n d d id n ot p ropos e to 
rem ove u n told s u m s of gold in th e n igh t . Th eir m in ds 
relieved on th is poin t , a n old m a n a t on ce a s ked u s to h is 
h ou s e, a m is era b le on e-room ed h u t with a m u d floor , a n d 
win dowles s . Th e loom , with a s t r ip of cot ton h a lf-woven, 
s tood in th e doorwa y, wh ere a lon e th ere wa s ligh t en ou gh 
to work by. Th e ra gged lea n old m a n led u s in with a 
cou r t ly gra ce, ga ve u s th e on ly two s tools , a n d s et h is s on 
to m a ke coffee. I m ea n wh ile d rew th e loom . Th ey were 
delighted. They had never before seen a woman who could 
write, a n d n ever a n y on e th a t cou ld "write" a loom . In th e 
m ou n ta in s folk n ever d ifferen t ia te between writ in g a n d 
d ra win g, I a m n ot s u re if th ey rea lis e th ey a re d ifferen t 
p roces s es . On e s u gges ted th a t a "writ in g wom a n " wou ld 
be a good s or t to m a rry, bu t Ma rko s a id th a t k in d wou ld 
not fetch wood and water, which damped the enthusiasm. 

Wh en I ros e to go th e old m a n a s ked if we h a d a roof 
for th e n igh t . "We a re poor . Brea d , s a lt , a n d ou r h ea r ts is 
a ll we ca n offer , bu t you a re welcom e to s ta y a s lon g a s 
you wish." 

It ga ve m e joy to kn ow th a t even in th e b it teres t 
corners of the earth there is so much of human kindness. 

At even I s a t with m y th ree m en on th e gra s s before 
th e ch u rch a n d wa tch ed th e s ta rs com e ou t in th e 
clou d les s s ky. Th en th ere ca m e a wom a n wh om th ey 
ca lled in jes t a "n u n "; on e of th os e s worn to virgin ity 
beca u s e s h e h a s refu s ed to m a rry th e m a n to wh om s h e 
wa s betroth ed a s a ch ild . Th is "n u n " s a t a lon g with u s 
a n d ch a ffed th e m en in a very wor ld ly s tyle. Th e k ir ijee, 
roa r in g with la u gh ter , told h ow s u ch a n u n h a d been 
s erva n t to a p r ies t in th e n eigh bou rh ood . So s pot les s wa s 
h er ch a ra cter , a n d s o devou t wa s s h e, th a t a ll s a id s h e 
wou ld be ta ken s t ra igh t to Pa ra d is e wh en s h e d ied . On 
th e p r ies t 's dea th s h e s h ocked th e wh ole t r ibe by 
m a rryin g a Mos lem from Gu s in je! Now s h e cou ld n ever 
come back with her husband, for it meant blood. 

I a s ked h er a ge wh en s h e m a rr ied . Sh e wa s for ty, 
a n d h er fir s t betroth ed h a d m a rr ied a n oth er lon g a go. I 
s a id it wa s m os t u n ju s t th a t a wom a n of for ty s h ou ld be 
bou n d by a p rom is e m a de for h er before s h e wa s born . 
Sh e h a d been d r iven to th e s in if s in it were of m a rryin g 
a Moslem because no Christian had been brave enough to 
m a rry h er . Th ey rep lied in d ign a n t ly th a t s h e h a d 
b la cken ed th e h on ou r of h er fir s t betroth ed , a n d a ls o th a t 



of th e twelve witn es s es before wh om s h e h a d s worn 
virgin ity, a n d th ey h oped , m os t u n ch a r ita b ly, th a t by th is 
t im e s h e wa s m is era b le a n d repen ta n t . Bu t s h e wa s a wa y 
on th e oth er s ide of th e Prok let ija (Accu rs ed Mou n ta in s ), 
and I never learnt how the tale of the woman that married 
a Moslem ended. 

Our Kastrati guide offered to lead us on to Bridzha in 
Hoti, wh ith er we were bou n d . We s ta r ted in th e ea r ly 
m orn in g. Th e t ra ck over th e lower Ka s tra t i p la in is good
th e red ea r th , well clea n s ed of pebb les , is s own wh ere 
there is enough of it. Wych elm and scrub oak grow in the 
rocky parts. We struck inland, riding parallel with Licheni 
Hotit (La ke of Hot i), a lon g s wa m py a rm of th e la ke th a t 
ru n s in to th e p la in , a n d h ere d ivides Ka s tra t i from Hoti. 
Alon g it , on th e Ka s tra t i s ide, a re th e low h ills , th e s cen e 
of th e h a p les s r is in g of Ma y 1883 , to wh ich th e peop le 
refer wh en th ey decla re th a t "Au s tr ia betra yed th em ." 
Th u s ru n s th e ta le. An "Hu n ga r ia n ," ca llin g h im s elf 
Delm otzi or Lem a s s in va r iou s p la ces , jou rn eyed th rou gh 
th e Grea t Mou n ta in s a n d s poke everywh ere of freedom . A 
com m is s ion wa s th en on foot to determ in e th e Alba n o-
Mon ten egr in fron t ier . He told th em m ore la n d wou ld be 
torn from th em . If th ey wou ld r is e a n d s a ve it th ey s h ou ld 
h a ve th e s u ppor t of th e Au s tro-Hu n ga r ia n Govern m en t , 
which did not wish Slav borders extended. 

"I believed him," said an old man who had guided the 
stranger. "O God, I believed him! I believed we were to win 
freedom from th e Tu rks . He a s ked h ow lon g ou r 
a m m u n it ion wou ld h old ou t , a n d we s a id , 'Two weeks .' 
'Help will come in four days,' he told us." 

Th en Ka s tra t i a n d Hot i ros e a n d took th e Tu rk is h 
a u th or it ies u n a wa res . Ha d a ll th e t r ibes r is en a t on ce 
there is little doubt that, for a time at any rate, they could 
h a ve s wep t a ll before th em . Bu t eith er th e "Hu n ga r ia n 's " 
p rom is es were u n a u th or is ed or Au s tr ia 's p la n s ch a n ged . 
Mos t of th e p r ies ts th en were foreign ers u n der Au s tr ia n 
in flu en ce. Th ey h eld ba ck th eir flocks , wh o were ea ger to 
fly to th e res cu e, a n d s a id th e orders h a d n ot yet com e. 
Mea n wh ile th e Tu rk is h t roops h a s ten ed to th e s pot . Th e 
lu ck les s in s u rgen ts h eld th e low ra n ge of h ills , defen d in g 
th em s elves with th e ferocity born of des pa ir . Wh en th eir 
a m m u n it ion wa s a ll bu t exh a u s ted th ey h u r led 
th em s elves in a fin a l fren zy on th e s old iers , d ra gged in 
dea d bod ies a n d tore ca r t r idges from th e belts of th e 
livin g a n d th e dea d . Th e Au s tr ia n con s u l, Lipp ich , a n d 



th e Fren ch con s u l in terven ed to s ta y th e fin a l m a s s a cre. 
An a rm is t ice wa s p rocla im ed , a n d th e s u rvivors , u n der 
p rom is e of s a fe-con du ct , were pers u a ded to go to th eir 
h om es . Th en th e Tu rks fell on th em s epa ra tely, 
slaughtered many, and burnt their houses. "May God slay 
h im th a t pu t teth h is t ru s t in a Tu rk ," s a ys th e Ba lka n 
proverb. 

Wh a t wa s beh in d it a ll we s h a ll n ever kn ow. Th a t 
Au s tr ia wa s im p lica ted th e peop le s a y is p roved . For on e 
of th e lea ders fu r iou s a t betra ya l wen t s t ra igh t to Vien n a 
to dem a n d com pen s a t ion . A ca rd given h im by th e 
"Hu n ga r ia n " ob ta in ed h im a n im m edia te in terview with 
Ba ron Ka lla y, wh o offered h im a pos t in th e Bos n ia n 
gen da rm er ie (wh ich h e in d ign a n t ly refu s ed , for h e wou ld 
n ot lea ve h is n a t ive la n d), a n d ga ve h im a s m a ll s u m of 
money. Th e "Hu n ga r ia n " h a s n ever been h ea rd of s in ce, 
bu t th e peop le s t ill ta lk m u ch of th e ra ilwa ys a n d roa ds 
that he promised them. 

We cros s ed th e border of Ka s tra t i a n d Hot i. Th e 
ch u rch of Br idzh a s h owed a s olita ry s peck of wh ite h igh 
u p a t th e en d of th e va lley. It s eem ed m iles from 
a n ywh ere. I a s ked if a n y h ou s e of th os e clu s tered a t th e 
m ou n ta in 's foot wou ld give u s a m idda y m ea l. To th e 
Ba r ia k ta r 's h ou s e, s a id th e Ka s tra t i gu ide decided ly, we 
wou ld n ot go, beca u s e h e wa s a Mos lem . Bu t h e kn ew a 
la rge Ch r is t ia n h ou s e wh ere we s h ou ld be well 
entertained. 

It wa s a m a s s of p la n ks a n d poles , for th e own er a n d 
th e m en of h is h ou s e were bu s y en la rgin g it . We en tered 
up a crazy ladder, through a hole in the wall, and plunged 
in to a h u ge ca vern ou s b la ckn es s ligh ted on ly th rou gh 
b roken roof-t iles , by th ree J a cob 's la dders of s u n ligh t , u p 
wh ich s m oke-a n gels twir led a n d twis ted . Th e two t in y 
looph oles a t th e fu r th er en d s h owed on ly a s s ta rs in th e 
gloom 

Ou r welcom e wa s wa rm . Cu s h ion s a n d s h eeps k in s 
were strewn for us, and a woman cast a great faggot on to 
th e fire th a t glowed red u n der a h u ge h ood a t th e fa r en d 
of th e room . Slowly, a s m y eyes grew u s ed to th e p lu n ge 
from da zzle to da rkn es s , I took in th e won derfu l s cen e in 
detail. 

It wa s a va s t room s o va s t th a t , th ou gh s ta cked with 
goods , th e twen ty-s even pers on s in it on ly m a de a t in y 
grou p a t eith er en d . Fa r a wa y a t th e grea t h ooded fire th e 



wom en , s ilh ou et ted b la ck a ga in s t th e b la ze, were m a k in g 
ready the midday meal. 

Th e red fla re da n ced on th e s m oke-b la cken ed ra fters 
of th e roof. Ru dely pa in ted ch es ts , twen ty or m ore, 
con ta in in g th e belon gin gs of th e fa m ily, were p iled a n d 
ra n ged everywh ere. Arm s a n d field tools h u n g on th e 
walls and from the tie-beams on wooden hooks. Flour and 
m u ch of th e food-s tu ffs were in la rge h ollow t ree-trunks
dug-ou t ba r rels . An in des cr iba b le ju m ble of old cloth es , 
s a dd les , b r id les , ca r t r idge-belts , wa s s t rewn over a ll in 
wild confusion. 

Th e bedd in g th ick s h eets of wh ite h om e-woven felt , 
p illows of red cot ton , a n d p la ited reed -mats wa s s ta cked 
on the chests. 

Th e floor wa s of th ick , s h or t , a xe-h ewn p la n ks ; th e 
m igh ty wa lls , a ga in s t wh ich n oth in g les s th a n a r t illery 
wou ld be of a n y u s e, were of ba re, rou gh s ton e. Dr ied 
m ea t h u n g from a bove, a n d lon g fes toon s of lit t le d r ied 
fish for fast-days. 

It wa s m ore like a ca ve th a n a h ou s e. Th ere wa s 
s om eth in g even m a jes t ic a n d p r im eva l in it s s ize, it s 
gloom a n d ch a os . Nor d id even ca vem en live with m u ch 
less luxury. 

At m idda y th e m en t rooped in from bu ild in g. Coffee 
a n d ra k ia flowed . Th e s ofra (low rou n d ta b le) wa s b rou gh t 
a n d a la rge s a lt s h eep-ch ees e, cu t in ch u n ks , pu t in th e 
middle, to help down the rakia. 

Th e Ka s tra t i m a n wa s s pecia lly p res s ed to d r in k ; h is 
p res en ce ca u s ed grea t m ir th . Th e "joke" wa s a pecu lia r ly 
Alba n ia n on e. Not on ly wa s Ka s tra t i a t b lood with Hot i, 
bu t Ka s tra t i h a d b la cken ed th e h on ou r of th e very h ou s e 
in wh ich we were s it t in g, s o b it ter ly, th a t th e wh ole of 
both t r ibes wa s in volved . Excep t with s a fe-con du ct of a 
Hot i m a n or u n der th e p rotect ion of a s t ra n ger , a s wa s 
th e ca s e my ga y you n g Ka s tra t i cou ld n ot h a ve cros s ed 
th e border-lin e s a ve a t th e per il of h is life. Bu t h e h a d 
ch os en to com e r igh t in to th e lion 's ja ws , a n d th e "ch eek" 
of h im p lea s ed every on e im m en s ely. All d ra n k h ea lth s 
with h im , h e wa s th e h on ou red gu es t , a n d th ey discussed 
p lea s a n t ly h ow m a n y b loods wou ld be requ ired before 
pea ce cou ld be m a de. Th e h ou s e-m a s ter wa s qu ite fra n k ; 
five wa s th e n u m ber h e th ou gh t n eces s a ry. An d th e 
Ka s tra t i th ou gh t th a t five wou ld s a t is fy th em too. He wa s 
told , h owever , th a t th is vis it wa s a ll very fin e, bu t th a t , 
th ou gh h e m igh t ca r ry ou t h is ba rga in a n d ta ke m e a s fa r 



a s Br idzh a , h e wa s to go n o fa r th er . I a s ked ra th er 
a n xiou s ly h ow h e wa s to get ba ck , a s I d id n ot wa n t to 
h a ve to retu rn in order to s h elter h im . Th ey la u gh ed a n d 
promised him safe-conduct. It was "all in the game." 

Ou r h os t wa s la vis h in h is h os p ita lity p rou d of bein g 
a Hoti man, proud of his large house, and delighted to tell 
all about it. 

Th a n k God , h e h a d n ot on ly en ou gh for h is fa m ily 
bu t for a ll h is fr ien ds . I wa s welcom e to s ta y a s lon g a s I 
liked . Flocks h a d h e in p len ty. His fields , wh en ra in fell, 
yielded eigh t h ors e-loa ds of m a ize. (A tova r horse-load is 
100 okes . An oke is n ea r ly 2 1 / 2 pou n ds ). If th ere were 
on ly a decen t govern m en t a n d a m a n cou ld be s u re of h is 
own , th ey wou ld be very well off. Th e Tu rks ? h e h a ted 
th em . No ju s t ice to be h oped th ere. He dep lored th e b lood 
s ys tem , bu t with n o govern m en t a m a n m u s t p rotect h is 
h on ou r a n d h is goods a ccord in g to th e u s a ge of th e 
m ou n ta in s . His h ou s e con ta in ed eigh t m en -at-a rm s , s ix 
women, and eight children, also eight brand-new Mausers 
wh ich h a d cos t twelve n a poleon s a p iece. (Th e a m ou n t 
s pen t on a rm s a n d a m m u n it ion is ou t of a ll p ropor t ion to 
oth er expen s es ). Th e Ma u s ers a n d th e n ew belts , fu ll of 
glit ter in g ca r t r idges , were exh ib ited with p r ide m a in ly, I 
believe, to p roper ly im pres s th e Ka s tra t i a n d s h ow h im 
Hoti wa s rea dy. As h e pos s es s ed n oth in g m ore m odern 
than a Martini, he was deeply interested. 

Fou r of th e eigh t a rm ed m en were you n g a n d 
u n m a rr ied . Of th e s ix wom en , on e, a n a ct ive a n d wiry old 
lady, was the family's grandmother; another, the widow of 
our host's brother, who had been shot a few months ago. 

Ou r h os t wa s h ou s e-m a s ter , a n d h a d th e fa tes of a ll 
in h is h a n ds . I a s ked h im th e p r ice of a wife in th ese 
pa r ts . "Twen ty n a poleon s for on e from m y h ou s e," h e 
s a id ; "s om e will ta ke a s low a s s ixteen . I ca ll th a t givin g a 
gir l a wa y. You don 't get on e from m e a t th a t p r ice. Th is 
on e h ere," h e poin ted to a n in fa n t of eigh t m on th s t igh t ly 
s wa dd led in a la rge wooden cra d le, "is a lrea dy s old . I've 
h a d fifty flor in s down , th e ba la n ce to follow wh en I s en d 
her to her husband." 

At what age did he send a girl? 
"Never u n der s ixteen . It is n 't h ea lth y. Ma n y peop le 

give them younger, I don't." 
"And when do you give a boy a wife?" 



"Never u n der eigh teen . I wou ld on ly m a rry a boy a t 
s ixteen if th ere were n ot en ou gh wom en to do th e work of 
the house, and I had to take another. But it is better not." 

Nor would he admit that there was anything wrong in 
th e s ys tem of in fa n t betroth a l, th ou gh Ma rko poin ted ou t 
th a t th e Ch u rch h a d recen t ly forb idden it . He rega rded 
his women as chattels, and would allow them no opinion.  

On ly if a wom a n were s worn to virgin ity d id h e a llow 
h er equ a l r igh ts with a m a n . He kn ew on e wh o wa s for ty 
now. Her on ly b roth er h a d been s h ot wh en s h e wa s ten . 
Sin ce th a t s h e h a d a lwa ys worn m a le ga rb . Sh e h a d a 
house and a good deal of land. I asked if the men ate with 
h er . He s la pped h is th igh a n d s a id : "Of cou rs e! s h e h a s 
breeches on just like mine and. a revolver."  

Of th e s t ren gth of th e m ou n ta in wom en h e boa s ted 
grea t ly. An y on e of th em , h e decla red , cou ld s ta r t from 
h ere with a h ea vy loa d of wood to s ell in th e ba za r of 
Scu ta r i, be delivered of a ch ild with ou t a n y h elp by th e 
wa ys ide, ta ke ch ild a n d wood to th e ba za r , s ell th e wood , 
make purchases, and return home all right.  

Som e on e told th e ta le of a Pa s h a of Scu ta r i. Ha vin g 
m et u pon th e roa d a h ea vily-la den wom a n ca rryin g th e 
ch ild s h e h a d ju s t born e, h e qu es t ion ed h er , a n d a t on ce 
retu rn ed to h is wife, wh o wa s expect in g a ch ild s h or t ly. 
"Look here," said the Pasha, "I know all about it this time; 
I'll h a ve n o m ore fu s s ! Th e m ou n ta in wom en ca n s h ift for 
th em s elves , a n d you m u s t too." His wife, a wis e wom a n , 
said nothing, but waited till the Pasha had gone out. Then 
she bade the servant saddle the Pasha's Arab steed with a 
wooden s a m a r a n d ta ke it to th e m ou n ta in s to fetch 
firewood . Wh en th e Pa s h a ca m e h om e h e fou n d h is 
bea u t ifu l Ara b ra w-ba cked , b roken -kn eed , a n d 
exh a u s ted . Fu r iou s , h e a s ked h is wife h ow s h e h a d da red 
treat it so.  

"My dea r lord ," s h e rep lied , "you s a id I m u s t do a s 
th e m ou n ta in wom en , s o I th ou gh t of cou rs e you r h ors e 
could do as the mountain horses."  

Every on e la u gh ed . Th e wom en b rou gh t wa rm wa ter 
in a n ib r ik a n d s oa p , a n d a clea n towel for ea ch . We 
wa s h ed ou r h a n ds , th e s ofra wa s s p rea d with th e m en 's 
d in n er . We s qu a t ted rou n d (I a m a lwa ys cla s s ed with th e 
buck-h erd ) a n d th e wom en with d rew to a res pectfu l 
distance.  

Th e s ou p , fowl, eggs , a n d m ilk were excellen t . We a te 
with wooden la d les from a com m on p la t ter . Th e Ka s tra t i 



took th e b rea s t -bon e of th e fowl a n d h eld it a ga in s t th e 
ligh t , s cru t in is ed its m a rk in gs , a n d decla red it foretold n o 
evil to this house which was very polite of him.  

The Hoti took this stiffly and made no comment.  
We wa s h ed ou r h a n ds a n d ros e from th e s ofra . Th e 

wom en h u rr ied u p a n d ca r r ied th e rem a in s to th e oth er 
end of the room, where they devoured them.  

Th e gra n dm oth er s u per in ten ded th e wom en 's work , 
a n d wa s givin g orders a ll th e t im e. Two wom en of th e 
h ou s eh old were kep t a ll da y a n d every da y b rea d -making. 
Th e s la p , s la p a s th ey wh a cked th e h ea vy m a ize dou gh 
wa s cea s eles s . It wa s kn ea ded in a grea t du g-ou t t rou gh , 
bea ten in to a th in s la b on a circu la r wooden s h ovel, a n d 
s lipped on to th e h ot h ea r th s ton e (or in to a d r ied cla y 
d is h m a de tou gh with ch opped p ig's b r is t les ), a n d ba ked 
u n der a n iron cover , p iled with h ot wood-a s h . Ba ked a ll 
unleavened and eaten hot and steaming. Four loaves were 
made while I was there.  

Ma ize b rea d is ea ten th rou gh ou t th e m ou n ta in s not 
beca u s e corn is la ck in g, bu t beca u s e th e peop le in fin itely 
p refer m a ize. Th ey will even bu y m a ize wh en it is dou b le 
th e p r ice of corn . Th e m a ize is very coa rs ely grou n d , a n d 
th e b rea d in cred ib ly h ea vy. Th e peop le ea t very la rge 
qu a n t it ies ; it is th eir s ta p le food . Th ey a re s o u s ed to it s 
weigh t th a t th ey decla re corn b rea d is n o good you n ever 
feel full.  

Wh en well m a de it is fa ir ly pa la ta b le a n d very 
n ou r is h in g; bu t wh en ba d ly m a de is a dea d ly com pou n d 
and, I believe, the cause of the distended abdomens of the 
m ore wea k ly ch ild ren . Th e h ot , h a lf-cooked s tu ff is 
washed down with quantities of cold water.  

Wom en 's work in s u ch a h ou s e is extrem ely h ea vy. 
They have scarce an idle minute save when sleeping. They 
fetch th e firewood a n d a ll th e wa ter ; a n d a s th ey t ra m p to 
and from the spring with the heavy water-barrel bound by 
woollen cords to th eir s h ou lders , th ey s p in or kn it 
in ces s a n t ly. Th ey wea ve a n d m a ke a ll th e ela bora te 
ga rm en ts , doin g th e won derfu l b la ck b ra id in g of th e 
m en 's t rou s ers a ccord in g to t ra d it ion a l pa t tern . Even th e 
b ra id its elf is h a n d-p la ited in eigh t th rea ds over a h a lf-
cylin der of ba s ket-work , wh ich th e p la iter h olds on h er 
kn ee, tos s in g th e click in g bobb in s from on e s ide to th e 
oth er , a n d p in n in g u p th e fin is h ed b ra id with s wift 
dexter ity. Dozen s of ya rds a re n eeded for on e cos tu m e; 
but it is a work of art when finished.  



The black wool is mostly natural wool of black sheep. 
The dull crimson used to stripe the dresses of the married 
wom en is h om e-dyed in a ll ou t lyin g pa r ts . Nea r Scu ta r i 
imported dyed wool is begin n in g to be u s ed . Th e lea th ern 
opanke (sandals) worn by all, and made of dried raw hide, 
a re a ll h om e-m a de. On ly th e h ea vy, n a il-s tu dded belts of 
th e m a rr ied wom en a re bou gh t in Sh kodra . Th es e form 
pa r t of th e b r ide's cos tu m e, a re s om e five or s ix in ch es 
wide; a n d h ea vy a s ca r t -h a rn es s . Th e s igh t of on e res t in g 
u pon th e a bdom en of a wom a n in a n a dva n ced s ta te of 
p regn a n cy is pa in fu l in th e extrem e, bu t it a ppea rs to 
cause no inconvenience to the wearer.  

We crawled out again into the sunlight. Our host and 
h is s even a rm ed m en wis h ed u s , "Tu n gia t t jeter " (Lon g 
life to you), and we passed out of his domain by the row of 
b lea ch ed ox, s h eep , a n d h ors e s ku lls , th a t were to gu a rd 
him from the grim unseen.  

Th e clim b to Br idzh a wa s in th e fu ll gla re of th e s u n , 
over rocks fa r too rou gh for r id in g. My m en fa ced it 
relu cta n t ly. We crowded , h a lf-wa y u p , in to pa tch of s h a de 
th a t la y like s p ilt in k over th e wh ite s ton es , a n d th e 
Kastrati told us the tale of blood.  

A m a iden , da u gh ter of th e very h ou s e wh ere we h a d 
d in ed , h a d been m a rr ied in to Ka s tra t i bu t a few yea rs 
a go. Her h u s ba n d d ied a yea r la ter , lea vin g h er ch ild les s . 
Sh e wa s th erefore retu rn ed to h er fa th er to wh om s h e 
belon ged , a n d h e wis h ed to m a rry (i.e. s ell) h er a ga in . 
Th is s h e violen t ly oppos ed , th rea ten in g to es ca pe to th e 
Mos lem s a n d tu rn Tu rk if it were don e. Sh e wis h ed to 
retu rn to h er pa ren ts -in-la w a t Ka s tra t i, a n d to th is both 
families consented.  

Wh en s h e h a d been th ere a yea r , n ews ca m e to h er 
fa th er in Hot l th a t s h e wa s with ch ild by h er b roth er-in-
la w. Th e m en of h er h ou s e were fu r iou s a t th e s ta in , a s 
th ey con s idered it , u pon th eir h on ou r , a n d flew to a ven ge 
it . On e of th e m en with wh om we h a d ju s t d in ed wen t 
hot-foot to Ka s tra t i, fou n d th e b roth er-in-la w a lon e, s h ot 
him dead in his own house, and got safely away. This was 
bu t a few m on th s a go, a n d both t r ibes were fu r iou s ly a t 
b lood . Hot i's h on ou r wa s n ot yet s u fficien t ly clea n s ed
Ka s tra t i h a d b lood to wipe ou t . Bu t s u ch is th e fidelity 
with wh ich th e la ws of b lood a re obs erved , th a t ou r m a n 
h a d da red en ter th e h ou s e th a t wa s th e cen tre of th e 
feud.  



Th e ch ild wa s a s yet u n born , a n d , wh eth er gir l or 
boy, it a n d its m oth er m u s t be kep t a t th e expen s e of 
Kastrati.  

I a s ked if b la m e or pu n is h m en t were given to th e 
wom a n , wh ich s u rp r is ed every on e. Th ey con s idered h er 
as a chattel, and in no way responsible.  

Th is Ka s tra t i-Hot i t ra gedy s h ows th a t in Ma lts ia e 
m a dh e th e p ra ct ice of ta k in g a b roth er 's or cou s in 's 
widow a s con cu b in e if it ever exis ted h ere h a s been 
ext in ct lon g en ou gh to be h eld s h a m efu l, a t a n y ra te by 
Hoti.  

We fin is h ed a wea ry cra wl in th e s u n to th e ch u rch 
h ou s e of Br idzh a , on a s h elf 380 m etres a bove s ea -level, 
over look in g a ll th e p la in s of Ka s tra t i a n d Hot i, th e Licen i 
Hot it , a n d th e La ke of Sh kodra , to Ru m ia , th e grea t 
mountain over the Montenegrin border.  

Th e Pa dre wa s a wa y, bu t h a d h os p ita b ly left orders 
that I was to treat his house as mine.  

We pa r ted with ou r Ka s tra t i gu ide, wh o la m en ted 
lou d ly th a t b lood forba de h im to gu ide m e fu r th er . Hot i 
wa s polite, bu t very firm on th is poin t ; a n d s u pp lied a 
n ew gu ide, a ta ll, lea n old m a n , with keen grey eyes , a 
h ea vy fa ir m ou s ta ch e, a n d a k in d ly s m ile. Wiry a n d 
a ct ive, h e s a id h e wa s s ixty-five, th ou gh h e looked 
you n ger , bu t h e a dded , with a la u gh , th a t s ixty-five was 
n oth in g. His u n cle h a d lived to be n in ety-s ix, h is 
gra n dfa th er to a n h u n dred a n d th ir ty. If folk were n ot 
shot, they lived to a great age here in the mountains.  

He wa s a m in e of t ra d it ion a l la w. An d I fou n d h is 
information corroborated everywhere.  

Hoti, h e s a id , wa s on e ba r ia k , m a de u p of 500 
h ou s es , of wh ich th ree on ly, th os e of th e Ba r ia k ta r 's 
fa m ily, a re Mos lem . Seven gen era t ion s a go th ey were a ll 
Ch r is t ia n ; th en th ere wa s a grea t figh t h e believed a t 
Du lcign o, bu t wa s n ot qu ite s u re. Th e Vezir of Sh kodra 
wa s com m a n d in g, a n d s u m m on ed th e m ou n ta in t r ibes to 
th e fra y. Th e town wa s im pregn a b le t ill Hot i a n d Gru da 
ch a rged . Ulk Lu tzi of Hot i wa s fir s t in . All Hot i a n d Gru da 
followed, and the town was taken.  

"Sa id th e Vezir of Sh kodra to Ulk (i.e. th e wolf), 'Thou 
a r t a h ero! Th ou s h a lt be a Mos lem a s we a re, a n d ch oos e 
wh a t rewa rd th ou wilt . ' Th en ," s a id th e old m a n , 
la u gh in g, "Ulk s a id h e wou ld like th e r igh t to let h is h ors e 
s ta n d a t th e en tra n ce of th e ba za r with ou t pa yin g ta x for 
it . Th e Vezir gra n ted it , a n d m a de h im firs t Ba r ia k ta r of 



th e m ou n ta in s . Kilm en i u s ed to lea d , bu t th a t da y Hot i 
was made first and Gruda second of all the tribes of these 
m ou n ta in s wh en th ey go to wa r in th e n or th . An d s o it is 
to-da y. Goin g s ou th Mird ita lea ds ; bu t a s Ulk tu rned 
Mos lem , God h a s n ot b les s ed h im , a n d h is lin e h a s 
increased but to three houses in seven generations."  

Th is ta le ta llies fa ir ly with h is tory. Abou t th e m idd le 
of th e eigh teen th cen tu ry Meh em ed Bu s h a t li, Vezir of 
Scu ta r i, with th e a id of th e m ou n ta in t r ibes , ca p tu red 
Du lcign o, wh ich h a d becom e a n in depen den t city of 
p ira tes , a n d bu rn t it s flot illa of p ira te ves s els . Ea r ly 
m a rr ia ges m a ke gen era t ion s ra th er s h or ter in Alba n ia 
than in West Europe.  

"Th e t r ibe of Hot i," s a id th e old m a n , "h a s m a n y 
relations. Th ir teen gen era t ion s a go, on e Gh eg La za r ca m e 
to th is la n d with h is fou r s on s , a n d it is from th es e th a t 
we of Hot i des cen d . I ca n n ot tell th e yea r in wh ich th ey 
ca m e. It wa s s oon a fter th e bu ild in g of th e ch u rch of 
Gruda, and that is now 380 years ago. Gruda came before 
we d id . Gh eg wa s on e of fou r b roth ers . Th e oth er th ree 
were Piper , Va s o, a n d Kra s n i. From th es e des cen d th e 
Piperi and Vasojevichi of Montenegro and the Krasnichi of 
Nor th Alba n ia . So we a re fou r a ll rela ted th e La za kech i 
(we of Hot i), th e Piperkech i, th e Va s okech i, a n d th e 
Kra s kech i. Th ey a ll ca m e from Bos n ia to es ca pe th e 
Tu rks , bu t from wh a t pa r t I do n ot kn ow. Yes , th ey were 
all Christians. Krasnichi only turned Moslem much later."  

Of th es e fou r la rge t r ibes , of com m on or igin , Piper i 
a n d Va s ojevich a re n ow Serboph on e a n d Orth odox. Piper i 
th rew in its lot with Mon ten egro in 1790 , bu t wh eth er or 
n ot it wa s th en Serboph on e I h a ve fa iled to lea rn . Ha lf of 
Va s ojevich wa s given to Mon ten egro a fter th e Trea ty of 
Ber lin , th e oth er por t ion s t ill rem a in s u n der Tu rk is h ru le. 
Vasojevich considers itself wholly Serb, and is bitter foe to 
th e Alba n oph on e t r ibes on its borders . Kra s n ich is 
Alba n oph on e a n d fa n a t ica lly Mos lem ; Hot i is 
Albanophone and Roman Catholic.  

Wh a t tu rn ed two t r ibes in to Serbs a n d two in to 
Alba n ia n s , a n d wh ich wa s th eir or igin a l ton gu e, I ca n n ot 
s a y; bu t p roba b ly th ey were of m ixed Serbo-Illyr ia n b lood , 
a n d th eir la n gu a ge wa s in flu en ced by th e Ch u rch to 
wh ich eith er ch os e to a dh ere. It is s a id th a t th e 
Alba n oph on e Kra s n ich i were Ca th olic before tu rn in g 
Turk.  



The date three hundred and eighty years ago gives us 
1528 . In 1463 th e Tu rks con qu ered a n d k illed th e la s t 
k in g of Bos n ia ; bu t th e wh ole la n d wa s n ot fin a lly 
in corpora ted in th e Tu rk is h Em pire t ill 1590 (a bou t). Th e 
traditional da te of em igra t ion fa lls well with in th e per iod 
wh en th e Tu rk is h occu pa t ion wa s s p rea d in g, s o is 
probably approximately correct. A large communal family, 
with flocks, would be some time on the way.  

Th e old m a n s a id m odes t ly th a t if I were rea lly 
interested in h is fa m ily, h e wou ld like to give m e h is 
fa m ily t ree, a n d d id s o, from Gh eg La z, th rou gh h is 
s econ d s on , Dju n Gh eg, down to h is own grea t-grandson, 
a strapping child, the apple of his great-grandsire's eye.  

"I h a ve been told ," s a id I, "th a t Nika j is a ls o a b roth er 
of Hoti?"  

"No, n o," s a id th e old m a n , "n ot b roth er . Bu t pa r t of 
Nika j is rela ted to Kra s n ich i by a la ter gen era t ion , a n d s o 
to u s a ls o, a n d we ca n n ot m a rry th em . Th ey com e from 
th e h ou s es of Bijeli-Kra s n ich a n d Mu lo-Sm a in t . Sh a ba n 
Benaku, th e celeb ra ted ch ief of Kra s n ich , is s t ra igh t from 
Kra s n i, b roth er of Gh eg La z, m y forefa th er . An d h a lf th e 
t r ibe of Tr ieps h i, th e s tem of Ba kech i, is of Hot i b lood . We 
ca n n ot m a rry th em . Th e oth er h a lf th e Beka j we ca n . 
Th ey a re n ot ou r b lood ; th ey com e from Kop liku . Tr ieps h i 
belon gs to Mon ten egro n ow, bu t is a ll Ca th olic. Wh en 
Gh eg La z a n d h is s on s ca m e h ere, th ere were a lrea dy 
people here."  

Som e on e s u gges ted th ey were Sh kya r (Sla vs ), bu t 
th e old m a n wa s pos it ive th ey were n ot . "Th ey were a very 
old peop le. No on e kn ew wh en ce th ey ca m e. Som e s a id 
they were like Tartars. My grandfather said they were very 
s t ron g a n d a ct ive, a n d cou ld lea p over s ix h ors es a t on ce, 
a n d th a t th ey a te a corn s a n d h ors e-fles h . Twelve h ou s es 
in Hot i a re des cen ded from th em , a n d with th es e we ca n 
marry. They are other blood. They are called Anas." (Anas, 
in the Albanian dictionary of the Bashkimi society, means 
"in d igen ou s .") Nor cou ld th e old m a n s ee th a t , a fter 
th ir teen gen era t ion s of in term a rr ia ge, th e s tocks of Gh eg 
La z a n d th e An a s m u s t be very con s idera b ly rela ted . 
Th ere wa s n on e of th e s a m e b lood , h e decla red . Fem a le 
blood does not count.  

Bu t th e idea of m a rryin g with in th e s tock Gh eg La z 
s eem ed to h im s o im pos s ib le, h e wou ld n ot a dm it th a t 
even in the remote future it could ever take place. "We are 
brothers and sisters. It would be a great sin."  



Th is deta iled s tory of t r iba l or igin a n d rela t ion s h ip , 
s t ra igh t from n a t ive lip s , is of m u ch in teres t . Mos t of th e 
Alba n ia n , a ls o m os t of th e Mon ten egr in , t r ibes h a ve a 
s im ila r ta le th e fligh t of th eir a n ces tor to es ca pe Tu rk is h 
persecution.  

We left Br idzh a for Gru da a t 5 .30 A.M., with th e old 
man as guide. The track went over loose rocks and stones 
a lon g a s teep m ou n ta in s ide. Th en ca m e a des cen t over 
th e oth er s ide, in to a wooded , cu lt iva ted h ollow, wh ere 
s tood Hot i's s econ d ch u rch , th a t of th e m en of Treboin a , 
wh o t ra ce th eir des cen t from Pyeta r Gh eg, fou r th s on of 
Gheg Laz.  

Th e p r ies t wa s a wa y, h is m a n down with fever a n d 
pa rch ed with th irs t . We ga ve h im of ou r few lem on s , for 
wh ich h e wa s pa th et ica lly gra tefu l, a s were we too for 
s om e b rea d to ea t , for a s is th e cu s tom of th e la n d we 
had started on two thimblefuls of black coffee.  

Fu r th er r id in g wa s im pos s ib le. We left th e k ir ijee a n d 
the horses behind us, and started on foot.  

Th ere wa s n o b rea th of a ir . Th e clou d les s s ky a h a rd 
m eta llic b lu e s h u t down on u s like a lid . Th e s u n b la zed 
a n d bea t ba ck off th e wh ite rocks in a b lin d in g da zzle. 
Th e t ra ck wa s a ll loos e s ton e b roken in s h a rp a n gles , or 
bou lders , with s cru b oa k in th e crevices . We toiled on to 
th e edge of a m igh ty cleft , th e va lley of th e Ts em , a n d s a w 
below u s th e green tor ren t . Fa r a wa y on th e left quivering 
wh ite in th e h ea t on a p la in a t th e m ou th of th e va lley 
wa s wh a t looked like a la rge villa ge. Th e s u n ca u gh t a 
white minaret, needle-pointing to the sky.  

"Podgoritza!" said the old man briefly.  
Podgoritza! I thought of the Hotel Europa it seemed a 

little heaven below.  
I wa s d ren ch ed with s wea t , d izzy with h ea t , h a d h a d 

s ix da ys crowded with n ew even ts , n ew kn owledge severe 
a n d in ces s a n t ph ys ica l a n d m en ta l la bou r a n d very lit t le 
s leep . Wh y s u ffer tor tu re in a n a ch in g wildern es s wh en 
Podgoritza would receive me joyfully?  

I h a d on ly to des cen d th e va lley, th e p la in wou ld be 
ea s y goin g. Bu t I cou ld n ot s h ow m y fa ce in En gla n d a n d 
s a y th e Nor th Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s h a d bea ten m e in s ix 
days.  

I da red n ot look a t th e m a p , n or a s k h ow m u ch 
fu r th er we h a d to go, les t I s h ou ld "fu n k" it , bu t followed 
th e old m a n du m bly, zigza ggin g down th e s teep , 



s h a deles s , s ton y des cen t to th e ba n ks of th e Ts em . I wa s 
nearly dead beat when I got to the bottom.  

Th ere wa s on e t ree. A gir l wa s s it t in g u n der it 
p la it in g b ra id on a ba s ket fra m e. Oth er s h a de th ere wa s 
n on e. Th e h eigh ts h a d been b rea th les s th e va lley wa s a 
ba keh ou s e. I im a gin ed we h a d a lm os t a r r ived a n d th a t 
th e wors t wa s over , t ill Ma rko, wh o is s tou t , ga s ped , "An d 
now we have to go up the other side, O God!"  

We t r ied to get wa ter from th e tor ren t , bu t it s ba n ks 
were s teep rock a n d we cou ld n ot rea ch it . Neces s ity is 
th e m oth er of in ven t ion . I lowered m y open u m brella in to 
th e s t rea m a n d ba led u p a qu a n t ity. We d ra n k , a n d I 
pou red a n u m brella fu l over m y h ea d a n d s h ou lders , 
which pulled me together.  

We cros s ed th e tor ren t on a ba lk of t im ber . It wa s 
im pos s ib le to s ta y below, a s th ere wa s n eith er s h elter n or 
food , a n d it wa s th e very h ot tes t t im e of th e da y wh en we 
s ta r ted a ga in . Th e t ra ck zigza gged over loos e s ton e u p a 
s lope s o s teep th a t in En gla n d we s h ou ld ca ll it a cliff, 
a n d th e rocks were bu rn in g h ot to tou ch . Th e old m an 
wa s goin g s t ron gly. Ma rko a n d I cra wled a n d s ta ggered . 
He h a d n o p rotect ion for h is h ea d bu t a fez, a n d s u ffered 
h orr ib ly from h ea t . Ha lf-wa y u p h e wa s s o ba d th a t I 
fea red les t h e s h ou ld be s u n s tru ck before we cou ld get 
u p . A h ole in th e cliff ga ve s h a de. We crowded in to it . I 
open ed Ma rko's s h ir t a n d fa n n ed h im with m y h a t . Th e 
old m a n s pu rred u s on with th e n ews th a t a n oth er h a lf-
h ou r wou ld ta ke u s to th e ch u rch . A fin a l s t ru ggle, a n d 
we ca m e ou t on a p la in cu lt iva ted a n d wooded bu t n o 
ch u rch wa s to be s een . Th e n ext twen ty m in u tes were th e 
h a rdes t I ever d id . I wa s ba rely con s ciou s , bu t th e pa th , 
luckily, was good, and the church soon came in sight.  

Wh en we a r r ived th ere wa s n o h ou s e a n ew on e in 
cou rs e of erect ion s om e wa y off wa s a ll th a t cou ld be 
seen and no human being!  

At th e ba ck of th e ch u rch wa s a h ovel with th e door 
s h u t . Th e old m a n h a m m ered . I lea n ed a ga in s t th e wa ll, 
qu ite don e. A lon g pa r ley from a bove took p la ce. Th en a 
Fra n cis ca n open ed th e door . He s poke Germ a n , a n d s a id 
h e wa s very s orry, bu t cou ld n ot ta ke u s in . He h a d on ly 
camped here while his house was building.  

But Albanian hospitality is unfailing. He was a son of 
th e s oil, a n d a s s oon a s h e rea lis ed m y p ligh t h e took p ity 
and asked us to share what he had.  



It was pitch dark inside. We crossed a filthy stable on 
a p la n k , clim bed a cra zy la dder , a n d ca m e in to a room
crowded with workmen at dinner squalid and airless.  

Th e Pa dre pu t a r ickety s tool by a r ickety ta b le. I s a t 
down . An icy s wea t b roke ou t on m e, a n d , a s a ll m y 
surrou n d in gs d is a ppea red in b lu e a n d b la ck circles , I 
d ropped m y h ea d on th e ta b le with ju s t en ou gh s en s e left 
to say: "Give me drink. Open the window."  

"You will catch cold," said the Franciscan.  
"Open th e win dow," s a id I. He k in d ly d id s o, a n d 

b rou gh t m e a gla s s of very s t ron g ra k ia . I gu lped it down . 
It bu rn ed h oles in m y em pty s tom a ch , bu t it b rou gh t 
back life. I knew where I was again, and asked for food.  

Th e poor Fra n cis ca n wa s h orr ified a t m y greed . He 
s a id pa t ien ce wa s a bea u t ifu l th in g. I kn ew it wa s , bu t 
th ou gh t b rea d bet ter . He p res s ed ra k ia u pon m e. On e 
dos e wa s very well, bu t I kn ew a lit t le m ore wou ld m a ke 
m e a s s ick a s a dog. I begged for b rea d . He wa s a k in d 
m a n a n d ga ve m e a p iece. I d ipped it in th e ra k ia , a n d by 
th e t im e th e fr ied eggs were rea dy wa s fit to ea t a good 
m ea l. I do n ot th in k I ever felt s o gra tefu l to a n y on e a s to 
th a t Fra n cis ca n m ore es pecia lly a s I m u s t h a ve been a 
great nuisance to him.  

He offered m e h is own bedroom th e on ly oth er room 
in the house and I slept for three hours. Marko slept on a 
plank in the church, and the old man somewhere else. We 
had all had enough.  

Wh en I a woke I wen t ou t , a s in du ty bou n d , to s ee 
th e n eigh bou rh ood . Bu t I h a d n o en ergy to in terview th e 
m a n y n a t ives wh o ca m e to s ee m e, s a ve on e, a ch eery 
fellow wh o h a d won m u ch popu la r ity by s h oot in g s evera l 
Tu rk is h s old iers from th e n ea res t fron t ier b lockh ou s e. All 
th e t r ibes m en h a te h a vin g Tu rk is h b lockh ou s es p la n ted 
among them.  

Su pper , a s is n a t ive cu s tom , wa s n ot t ill n ea r ly ten 
o'clock . by wh ich t im e I wa s d ropp in g with s leep . Th e 
Fra n cis ca n wa s pa r t icu la r ly p lea s ed to s ee th e old m a n , 
a n d ba de h im s u p with u s . At h is own requ es t h e s a t on 
th e floor a t a s ofra ch a irs a n d ta b les n ot bein g h is won t
a te h u gely a n d en joyed h im s elf va s t ly. Wa s deligh ted to 
yarn about the tribes.  

Gru da is reckon ed a t five h u n dred fa m ilies . Abou t 
h a lf of th em a re Mos lem . Bu t th ere is n o d ifficu lty 
between them and the Christians.  

I asked how long these of Gruda had been Moslem.  



"Th ey h a ve s tu n k for s even gen era t ion s ," s a id th e 
Franciscan.  

"Stunk?" said I.  
He exp la in ed , a n d th e res t of th e com pa n y a greed , 

th a t a ll Mos lem s s t in k . You cou ld tell by th e s m ell a s 
soon as a Moslem entered the room. He was amazed I had 
n ot rem a rked it . I ven tu red th a t in s om e d is t r icts 
Moslems wa s h ed m ore th a n Ch r is t ia n s , bu t wa s told th a t 
wa s h in g h a s n oth in g to do with it . It is th e Is la m is m th a t 
s t in ks . An d th is is th e com m on belief of th e m ou n ta in 
Christians.  

Abou t eigh ty h ou s es of Gru da s p r in g from Ber is h a , 
repu ted on e of th e oldes t , if n ot th e very oldes t , Alba n ia n 
tribe a t r ibe th a t does n ot tell of im m igra t ion bu t cla im s 
to h a ve been a lwa ys in it s p res en t h om e. Th e res t of 
Gruda came from the Herzegovina between three and four 
h u n dred yea rs a go. Th e ch u rch of Gru da , Pr ift i, is s a id to 
be th e oldes t in Ma lts ia e m a dh e, fou n ded by th e 
Herzegovin ia n b ra n ch , wh ich is ca lled Djell, a n d cla im s to 
have been Catholic when it came.  

Th e h ou s e-bu ild in g m en corrobora ted th e old m a n 's 
tale. He had heard it all as a boy from his grandfather.  

"It is t ru e th a t we ca n n ot wr ite in a book ," h e s a id , 
"bu t we h a ve it a ll wr it ten h ere." He ta pped h is foreh ea d . 
"We a re a n old peop le. Th e Rom a n s were in th is la n d a 
lon g t im e a go. Th ey fou gh t th e Mird ite t r ibe on th e p la in 
of Podgor itza ." Th e Fra n cis ca n la u gh ed a t h im , bu t th e 
old m a n s tu ck to h is ta le. "I h a d it from m y gra n dfa th er , 
a n d h e from h is . An d th e ru in s of th e Rom a n town a re 
there now."  

As I jot ted down a ll th e ta lk in th e cover of m y 
s ketch book , I h a d h a n gin g over m e, like a Da m ocles ' 
s word , th a t I m u s t s ta r t n ext da y a n d ret ra m p th a t wea ry 
wa y ba ck to wh ere we h a d left th e h ors es . I cou ld n ot 
trespass longer on the Franciscan's hospitality.  

It wa s n ea r m idn igh t wh en we tu rn ed in , a n d we 
tu rn ed ou t in th e grey da wn . We des cen ded th e cliff, a n d 
were u p th e oth er s ide before th e s u n 's ra ys pen etra ted 
th e va le, a n d rea ch ed Treboin a in les s th a n h a lf th e t im e 
we had taken the day before.  

Poor Ma rko n ever forgot th e clim b to Gru da , a n d 
refer red to it a s th e "roa d to Ca lva ry," for wh ich h e wa s 
severely taken to task by the Franciscans.  

Treboin a welcom ed a n d fed u s . Th e old m a n , wh o 
h a d been m u ch d is t res s ed a t m y colla ps e th e da y before, 



wra pped m e in a coa t a s s oon a s I a r r ived to p reven t m y 
being chilled, sat me by the window, gave me black coffee, 
and withheld cold water till he thought me cool enough.  

Treboin a a s ked h ow we h a d s lep t a t Pr ift i. I s a id m y 
s leep h a d been on ly a h orr ib le d rea m of cliff-clim b in g in 
wh ich I h a d gra bbed a t bu rn in g rocks , wa k in g every t im e 
with s pa s m odic clu tch es . Noth in g cou ld be bet ter , s a id 
th e com pa n y. Th e d rea m of clim b in g-u p wa s on e of th e 
very luckiest, even better than dreaming of fishing.  

Th e retu rn to Br idzh a wa s la rgely u ph ill, a n d th e 
h ors es were res ted , s o r id in g wa s pos s ib le. A th in film of 
clou d tem pered th e s u n . A grea t gla s s -s n a ke (Ps eu dopu s 
pa lla s i ) h u rr ied ou t of ou r wa y, a n d to m y s u rp r is e th e 
old m a n correct ly s a id th a t it wa s n ot a rea l s n a ke bu t 
on ly like on e. Th ere wa s a s m a ller k in d , h e a dded (i.e. th e 
Blindworm) qu ite h a rm les s a n d b lin d , bu t it wa s s a id 
th a t on Fr ida ys it cou ld s ee for a few h ou rs . Th e old m a n 
a n d Ma rko a greed th a t th e com m on la n d-tor tois e, boiled 
in oil, wa s n ot on ly good ea t in g bu t very effica ciou s in 
cases of lung disease.  

The Catholics of Dalmatia also eat land-tortoises. The 
Orthodox pea s a n ts , on th e oth er h a n d , I h a ve fou n d 
regard them as most unclean.  

We arrived early at Bridzha, and all my desire was for 
a night's rest.  

Th e Alba n ia n s h a ve a cu s tom , cru el to th os e th a t a re 
n ot to th e m a n n er born . No m a t ter wh a t is th e t im e of 
yea r , th ey ea t ra th er before m idda y a n d a ga in on e h ou r 
a fter s u n s et , or even la ter . Th is m ea n s th a t in th e 
s u m m er it is ra rely before ten , a n d on e goes eleven or 
even twelve hours between meals.  

Su n s et in Tu rk is h t im e is twelve o'clock . Th ey 
th erefore m a in ta in , n or cou ld I ever con vin ce th em to th e 
con tra ry, th a t s u pper is a lwa ys a t th e s a m e h ou r a ll th e 
yea r rou n d . As s oon a s th ey h a ve ea ten th ey lie down to 
s leep , a n d th ey get u p with or ra th er before th e s u n . In 
th e s u m m er you get n o food t ill too t ired to ea t it and 
a lm os t n o s 1eep . Wh erea s in th e win ter you r s u pper is 
rea dy a t 5 .30 or 6 , a n d you r h os t , d ropp in g with s leep a t 
8 P.M., qu ite pu zzled , s a ys rep roa ch fu lly: "You u s ed to 
s a y on e h ou r a fter a ks h a m wa s too la te. Now you s a y it is 
too early!"  

How the people exist in summer on the small amount 
of s leep th ey ta ke, I ca n n ot im a gin e; th ey do n ot s eem to 
require a siesta.  



Th e s leep I n eeded wa s a s ta n d in g joke n o on e rea lly 
believed it , a n d th ey con s p ired to p reven t m e a t fir s t , 
without the least idea of the torture they inflicted.  

At Br idzh a I h a d a room to m ys elf a n d cou ld 
u n dres s . Su pper of cou rs e wa s la te, bu t I m ea n t to s leep 
out my sleep next morning.  

It wa s bu t 5 :30 A.M. wh en I wa s wa ked by a 
thunderous banging at the door.  

"What is the matter?" I asked.  
"Are you ill?"  
"Ill? No. What do you mean?"  
"Th e s u n h a s been u p m ore th a n a n h ou r . Wh y don 't 

you get up?"  
"Because I want to sleep. Go away."  
"Bu t it is s o la te. You m u s t be ill. Let m e fetch you 

some rakia."  
"Go away."  
I fell a s leep a t on ce on ly to be rou s ed a ga in a t s even , 

Th is t im e by a wh ole pa r ty. "Are you s t ill ill? Here is s om e 
rakia. The sun has been up," &c. &c.  

It wa s u s eles s to t ry for fu r th er res t . I got u p a n d 
ca m e ou t . Grea t joy from a ll th e wor th y peop le to s ee I 
wa s a live a n d well. Th ey were s orry if th ey h a d d is tu rbed 
m e, bu t th ey h a d got u p a t 3 A.M. for n o va lid rea s on
a n d wh en h ou r a fter h ou r pa s s ed , a n d th ey fou n d I h a d 
locked th e door a n d th ey cou ld n ot get in , a n d d id n ot 
a n s wer wh en th ey fir s t kn ocked , th ey th ou gh t perh a ps I 
wa s dea d! Th a n k God , I wa s s a fe, bu t it wa s very 
unwholesome to sleep so long.  

Th e old m a n ca m e to ta ke m e to h is h ou s e to s ee h is 
great-gra n ds on . An d th ere in th e lit t le m u d-floored h ovel
where nearly all that was left of the four generations dwelt 
crowded togeth er h e told m e th e ta le of h is life. His fa th er 
h a d d ied wh en h e wa s a ch ild . An u n cle took ch a rge of 
h im , a n d s et h im to wa tch goa ts on th e m ou n ta in -side. 
"An d a lwa ys I wa n ted to lea rn . I kn ew I cou ld . I a m n ot 
s tu p id . I feel th a t I h a ve s om eth in g h ere." He tou ch ed h is 
foreh ea d . "On e da y in Scu ta r i a gen t lem a n a foreign er I 
think ta lked with m e. He a s ked m e if I wou ld like to 
lea rn , a n d s a id to m y u n cle, "Th e boy is clever . I will pu t 
h im to s ch ool a n d pa y for h im ." Ah , h ow I wa n ted to go! 
Bu t m y u n cle s a id it wa s n on s en s e. He wa n ted m e for h is 
goa ts . I los t m y on ly ch a n ce. Th en a ll m y you n g da ys 
th ere wa s wa r . Ah , th os e da ys wh en I wa s you n g a n d we 
th ou gh t we were figh t in g for freedom ! Bu t it wa s a ll in 



va in . We a re a los t peop le. Th e s t ren gth is goin g from m y 
arms. The land is always poorer and more miserable. I am 
a poor old m a n th a t ca n n eith er rea d n or wr ite, a n d I 
s h a ll d ie a s I h a ve lived , a m on g th e goa ts on th e 
mountains."  

Afterwa rds a n d from oth ers for th e old m a n n ever 
boasted of h is own exp loits I lea rn ed th a t h e it wa s wh o 
had gathered the tribesmen and come to the rescue of the 
town of Tu zh i, wh en th e Powers ordered it to be ceded to 
Mon ten egro. Th e Tu rk is h t roops h a d a lrea dy been 
with d ra wn wh en h e s ta r ted on h is for lorn h ope bu t th e 
res is ta n ce h e a n d h is offered wa s s u ch th a t th e town of 
Tu zh i h a s n ot been ceded to th is da y. Nor d id th e 
s a viou rs of Tu zh i m eet with a n y rewa rd from th e Tu rk is h 
Government for which it was saved.  

Th e old m a n s poke s a d ly a bou t it , a n d with m u ch 
b it tern es s . I ven tu red to a s k if it wou ld n ot h a ve been 
bet ter to h a ve a ccep ted Mon ten egr in ru le for th e pu rpos e 
of having law and order.  

"No," s a id th e old m a n , "Nik ita is a b ra ve m a n . For 
th e Mon ten egr in s h e is very good . If we h a d a Pr in ce like 
that, we should be much more grateful than they are. But 
h e is ou r en em y. For th ir ty yea rs h e h a s h a d Alba n ia n 
s u b jects ; th eir lit t le ch ild ren a re forced to lea rn Serb . 
Th ey m a y h a ve n o s ch ool in th eir own ton gu e. Bet ter to 
wa it a n d h ope for freedom s om e da y th a n ta ke a ru le th a t 
t r ies on ly to k ill ou r fa ith a n d ou r n a t ion a lity. In a ll th es e 
th ir ty yea rs h e h a s bu ilt n o ch u rch for h is Alba n ia n s in 
Cetinje."  

An d th is wa s th e u n ivers a l op in ion th rou gh ou t th e 
Ch r is t ia n t r ibes . Bu t for th e a t tem pt to Sla vis e th em , very 
m a n y, p roba b ly wh ole t r ibes , wou ld ere th is h a ve th rown 
in their lot with Montenegro.  

It is s t ra n ge th a t a ll th e cen tu r ies h a ve n ot ta u gh t 
even th e grea t Powers , th a t a ll a t tem pts to forcib ly 
s u ppres s a la n gu a ge res u lt on ly in b it tern es s 
unspeakable and ra ce h a tred th a t s lu m bers n ever , bu t 
lies ever waiting its opportunity.  

Th is la n d , for wh ich th ey h a ve s o s u ffered , is n o 
ju s t is s im a tellu s . For en d les s toil it yields ba ck lit t le. Its 
grea t s t retch es of ba re rock , it s gr im va lleys , a re s ym bolic 
of long lives of futile effort and unfulfilled hopes.  

At n igh t we s a t a t s u pper with th e Pa dre, wh o h a d 
ju s t retu rn ed , wh en s u dden ly th e s t illn es s with ou t wa s 
broken by four gunshots.  



"Ah !" h e cr ied , "s om e on e is k illed ." We lea n ed fa r ou t 
of th e open win dows . Th e wh ole des ola te, t ra ck les s la n d 
la y s ilen t u n der th e cold m oon ligh t a s th ou gh a ll th e 
world were dead.  

He h u r led a qu es t ion from ou t ou r h ou s e in a lon g 
h owl th a t tore th rou gh th e n igh t like a s h ell; a n d th e 
a n s wer ra n g ba ck s wift ly. A cer ta in fa m ily h a d ju s t 
fin is h ed m a k in g a lim ek iln , a n d th e s h ots were to 
celeb ra te th e even t . Th e Pa dre d rew ba ck in to th e room , 
and crossed himself with a sigh of relief.  

I rem em ber th e ep is ode with cu r iou s vividn es s ; for it 
was the first. Some weeks later, such is the force of habit, 
I often did not notice gunshots at all.   

 

Two Head-shaves Scutari.   

CHAPTER IV 
SELTZE, VUKLI, BOGA, RECHI  

WE left ea r ly n ext m orn in g for Seltze-Kilm en i, p iloted 
by th e old m a n , a n d followed a s ton y t ra ck to Ra ps h a , 
whose people derive from Laj Gheg, son of Gheg Laz.  

Here we fou n d on e of th e Alba n ia n virgin s wh o wea r 
m a le a t t ire. Wh ile we h a lted to wa ter th e h ors es s h e ca m e 
up a lea n , wiry, a ct ive wom a n of for ty-s even , cla d in very 
ra gged ga rm en ts , b reech es a n d coa t . Sh e wa s h igh ly 
a m u s ed a t bein g ph otogra ph ed , a n d th e m en ch a ffed h er 
a bou t h er "bea u ty." Ha d d res s ed a s a boy, s h e s a id , ever 
s in ce s h e wa s qu ite a ch ild beca u s e s h e h a d wa n ted to, 
a n d h er fa th er h a d let h er . Of m a tr im on y s h e wa s very 
derisive a ll h er s is ters were m a rr ied , bu t s h e h a d kn own 
bet ter . Her b roth er , with wh om s h e lived a delica te-
look in g fellow, m u ch you n ger th a n s h e ca m e u p to s ee 
wh a t wa s h a ppen in g. Sh e t rea ted m e with th e con tem pt 
s h e a ppea red to th in k a ll pet t icoa ts des erved tu rn ed h er 
ba ck on m e, a n d exch a n ged ciga ret tes with th e m en , with 
wh om s h e wa s h a il-fellow-well-m et . In a la n d wh ere ea ch 



m a n wea rs a m ou s ta ch e, h er lit t le, h a ir les s , wizen ed fa ce 
looked very odd above masculine garb, as did also the fact 
that she was unarmed.  

From Ra ps h a we m a de a t rem en dou s des cen t on 
foot, zigzagging through fine beechwood down a bad stony 
tra ck to th e r iver Ts em in th e la n d of th e Kilm en i a 
descent of not much less than 2000 feet. Beyond the river 
wa s Mon ten egr in ter r itory, th e la n d of th e Tr ieps h i t r ibe. 
From fa r a bove, th e old m a n poin ted ou t th e s pot on th e 
r igh t ba n k of th e green tor ren t , wh ere two Fra n cis ca n s 
were cu t to p ieces by Mos lem s two h u n dred yea rs a go. A 
crude ch rom olith ogra ph of th eir m a r tyrdom , widely 
s ca t tered a m on g th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes , s t ill cr ies to th e 
peop le for b lood-ven gea n ce. In th e m ou n ta in s th ere is n o 
Deu s ca r ita s , bu t on ly th e God of ba t t les . Th e 
en s a n gu in ed figu re of Ch r is t on th e Cros s ca lls u p n o 
im a ge of redem ption by s u ffer in g, bu t on ly th e s tern cry: 
"We are at blood with the Chifuts (Jews), for they slew our 
Ch r is t . We a re a t b lood with th e Tu rks beca u s e th ey 
in s u lt Him . We a re a t b lood with th e Sh kya rs (Or th odox) 
beca u s e th ey do n ot p ra y to Him p roper ly." An d s t ron g in 
th is fa ith , th e m ou n ta in m a n is equ a lly rea dy to s h oot or 
be shot for Him.  

I th ou gh t , th en , ra th er of th e m a r tyrdom I s h ou ld 
h a ve to s u ffer in cra wlin g u p th is h eigh t on th e retu rn 
jou rn ey. Th e Fra n cis ca n s were ou t of th eir pa in , a n d h a d 
done with Albania, and I was not yet half-way round.  

Ha n Gra bom , a t th e bot tom on th e r iver 's edge, 
welcom ed u s h ea r t ily. Th ere wa s a la rge com pa n y of m en 
and beasts.  

Mon ten egro wa s bu t a few ya rds a wa y a cros s th e 
Ts em . Ha rd by were th e ru in s of a Tu rk is h b lockh ou s e, 
a t ta cked a n d des t royed la s t s u m m er (1907) by th e 
Mon ten egr in t roops , wh o, a t th e s a m e t im e, p lu n dered 
th e h a n . Th e peop le com pla in ed b it ter ly of Mon ten egr in 
aggression. Nor could I learn the rights and wrongs of this 
frontier fra y. Mon ten egr in officia ls rep lied to m e th a t th e 
ku la wa s bu rn t beca u s e it wa s on Mon ten egr in ter r itory, 
bu t it s ru in s a re cer ta in ly a ccord in g even to th eir own 
maps on the Albanian side of the border.  

Th e h a n wa s p lu n dered beca u s e th e Kilm en i h elped 
the Tu rk is h Niza m s in th e ku la 's defen ce. I a s ked wh y as 
th ey s o h a ted th e Tu rks th ey h a d given h elp . It wa s 
beca u s e Mon ten egro wa s Kilm en i's wors t en em y. Th ey 
cou ld n ot let Mon ten egr in t roops com e over th eir border 



with ou t figh t in g th em . "It wa s for ou r own la n d th a t we 
were figh t in g." Th e Kilm en i-Mon ten egr in fron t ier , d ra wn 
a rb it ra r ily by th e Powers a fter th e Ber lin Trea ty, is on e of 
th e m a n y ru n n in g s ores th en crea ted ; fron t iers th a t s eem 
to h a ve been des ign ed on ly in order to m a ke la s t in g pea ce 
impossible.  

Th e border , s a id Kilm en i, wa s p roper ly m a rked with 
s ton es wh ere it wa s n ot r iver , bu t th e Mon ten egr in s n ever 
kept to it.  

It is interesting to hear both sides of a case.  
I h a d h ea rd a n oth er vers ion of th e s a m e ta le five 

yea rs a go on th e oth er s ide of th e lin e wh ich b la m ed 
Kilmeni.  

A loca l h ero a t th e h a n in s is ted on s ta n d in g u s 
d r in ks . He h a d rou s ed grea t excitem en t la s t yea r by 
ch a llen gin g a m a n of a n oth er t r ibe to figh t a du el, a ra re 
th in g n ow, th ou gh it wa s com m on th ir ty yea rs a go, wh en 
ea ch m a n wore a ya ta gh a n . Peop le were b ra ver th en , h e 
s a id . "Now it wa s th ou gh t a fin e th in g to p ick off a m a n 
from beh in d a rock ; th a t h a s been b rou gh t in by 
civilisation. "  

Fou r or five h u n dred a rm ed m en , of eith er t r ibe, 
flocked to s ee th e fu n . It s eem ed cer ta in th e "du el" wou ld 
en d in a p itch ed ba t t le between th e t r ibes . Th e Elders , 
grea t ly a n xiou s , m a de a s it t in g, a n d s a ved th e s itu a t ion 
by inducing the two foes to swear brotherhood.  

Ha vin g ea ten , I la y down on s om e p la n ks ou ts ide th e 
h a n , m ea n in g to h a ve a n h ou r 's s leep wh ile th e m en fed 
within.  

Bu t th e fir s t En glis h wom a n a t Ha n Gra bom wa s too 
grea t a n ovelty to be wa s ted . I wa s ju s t "off" wh en I wa s 
poked u p by th e k ir ijee. He h a d told th e com pa n y th a t I 
cou ld "write" (i.e. d ra w) peop le. Th ey h a d n ever s een 
peop le wr it ten , a n d I m u s t com e a n d write s om e to p rove 
the truth of his words.  



 

ALBANIAN VIRGIN, RAPSHA.  

 

BOY OF BOGA IN FULL DRESS.  

I wen t in to th e s tu ffy h a n , a n d d rew th e h a n jee 
m a k in g coffee a n d a n oth er m a n a t th e s ofra , wh ich ga ve 
vast satisfaction to every one, except myself, for by then it 
was time to start.  



  

Followin g th e Ts em 's left ba n k to wh ere Ts em Seltzit 
a n d Ts em Vu k lit m eet , we cros s ed Ts em Vu k lit on a fin e 
s ton e b r idge Ura Ta m a ra : old Tu rk is h work , wh ich s eem s 
to s h ow th a t th e Ts em va lley wa s form er ly a m u ch m ore 
im por ta n t th orou gh fa re th a n n ow a n d wen t u p th e va lley 
of th e Seltzit ; th e t ra ck , rem a rka b ly good , h a vin g been 
la tely pu t in com plete repa ir by a t r ibes m a n a t h is own 
expense. Th e s ca t tered h ou s es of Seltze lie a t th e va lley's 
h ea d , wh ere it widen s a n d is fer t ile. Sp r in gs gu s h freely 
from th e grou n d . A ca ta ra ct lea ps from th e m ou n ta in 
above.  

Th e h ou s es a re well bu ilt of h ewn s ton e. Seltze h a s a 
grea ter a ir of well-bein g th a n a n y oth er d is t r ict of Ma lts ia 
e madhe.  

Th e peop le a re of a fin e type a n d m os t in du s tr iou s . 
Th e cu lt iva b le la n d is well wa tered by lit t le ca n a ls , bu t 
th ere is n ot en ou gh to p rovide corn for a ll. Seltze lives 
m a in ly on its flocks . Ea ch a u tu m n th e t r ibes m en m igra te 
with grea t h erds of goa t , ca t t le, a n d s h eep to s eek win ter 
pa s tu re on th e p la in s n ea r Ales s io, wh ere th e t r ibe own s 
la n d , th e wom en ca rryin g th eir ch ild ren a n d th eir s ca n t 
ch a t tels u pon th eir ba cks ; a n d toil ba ck a ga in in s u m m er 
to th e pa s tu res of th e h igh m ou n ta in s a lon g fou r da ys ' 
march with the weary beasts.  

Blood feu ds a m on g th e Seltze folk a re a lm os t 
n on exis ten t . Th is is du e la rgely to th e s weet in flu en ce of 
th e Fra n cis ca n , th eir Pa dre, a m a n m u ch beloved , wh o 
h a s been twen ty yea rs a m on g th em , a n d refu s ed la tely to 
be made bishop for he would not leave his flock.  

Upon th e Mon ten egr in fron t ier h e a dm it ted s a d ly 
th ere wa s m u ch t rou b le. Eith er pa r ty a ppropr ia tes th e 



bea s ts th a t it fin ds on wh a t it cla im s a s it s own s ide of 
th a t "floa t in g" fron t ier . An d th ere is n a tu ra lly a fla vou r 
a bou t m u t ton s o ob ta in ed wh ich th e h om e-grown does 
not possess.  

So wa s it on th e borders of Scot la n d a n d En gla n d "in 
th e b ra ve da ys of old ." Seltze rejoiced a t h a vin g ca p tu red 
a h u n dred a n d fifty s h eep ; th e Va s ojevich a cros s th e 
border retorted by lifting a hundred and ten. The hundred 
a n d ten belon ged n ot to Seltze bu t to th e n ext ba r ia k , 
Vu k li. "We s cored ," s a id Seltze, grea t ly con ten ted . Two 
yea rs a go m a t ters cu lm in a ted in a figh t ; Seltze repu ls ed 
two Mon ten egr in ba t ta lion s a n d k illed s ixteen of th e 
enemy.  

The Padre had very many times kept the peace.  
His ch u rch wa s crowded on Su n da y, th ou gh it wa s 

n ot a fea s t da y. An d th e ea ger a t ten t ion with wh ich h is 
flock , a s qu a t on th e floor , lis ten ed to a very lon g s erm on , 
showed h e h a d ch os en well wh en h e refu s ed to lea ve 
them.  

An Alba n ia n con grega t ion is a qu a in t on e to p rea ch 
to. Wh en it is m oved , it groa n s in s ym pa th y a n d a s s en ts 
loudly. And when it does not agree it says so.  

After ch u rch , to th e Pa dre's grea t en ter ta in m en t , th e 
con grega t ion m obbed m e, a s p lea s ed a s ch ild ren with a 
new toy.  

Specially introduced to me by the men was one of the 
"Alba n ia n virgin s ," a very b r igh t , clea n wom a n of a bou t 
for ty, cla d in en ter i a n d cot ton b reech es a n d a wh ite 
cotton headwrap like a man's. She was most friendly, said 
s h e h a d n o b roth ers , bu t s tood a s b roth er to h er s is ter 
wh o wa s m a rr ied . Sh e h a d n ever m ea n t to m a rry, a n d 
h a d a lwa ys d res s ed a s a m a n . Ha d a gu n a t h om e, bu t 
rarely carried it as she was afraid. She thought for women 
"this was best." She fumbled in her breast, and pulled out 
a cru cifix a n d ros a ry wh ich s h e h eld u p a s a defen ce. Th e 
m en in d ign a n t ly s a id th is wa s n ot t ru e s h e wa s a s b ra ve 
as a man really.  

Th e Pa dre s a id a h erds m a n 's life wa s th e on ly wa y to 
get a livin g. A wom a n wh o will n ot m a rry m u s t a dop t it , 
a n d is s a fer in a m a n 's d res s from th e border Mos lem s . 
Form er ly a grea t m a n y wom en wen t th u s a s h erds . He 
had now only a few in his parish.  

A gir l from th e n eigh bou rh ood of Dja kova is s a id to 
have served undetected many years in the Turkish army.  



Th is is th e ta le of Kilm en i a s told by th e Pa dre, s om e 
Kilmeni men, and the old man.  

It is a la rge t r ibe of fou r ba r ia ks , Seltze, Vu k li, Boga , 
a n d Niks h i, a n d is des cen ded from on e Kilm en i 
(Clem en t i), wh o h a d fou r s on s , from wh om th e fou r 
bariaks originated.  

Mos t fa m ilies , s a id th e Pa dre, ca n give com plete 
genealogies.  

Th ere is a ls o oth er b lood in th e t r ibe. Th e ba r ia k of 
Seltze is d ivided in to two grou ps , of wh ich th e on e 
Djen ovich Seltze is b roth er to Vu k li. Th e oth er , Ra b ijen i 
Seltze, is of another blood, and came, according to the old 
m a n , from Mon ten egro n ea r Rijeka , bu t th is th e Pa dre 
strenuously denied, saying its origin was not known.  

Th e fou r ba r ia ks a re in term a rr ia gea b le on e with 
another.  

Th e t r ibe h olds m u ch grou n d , occu pyin g th ree 
va lleys th a t , rou gh ly s pea k in g, lie pa ra llel with on e 
another Seltze in th e va lley of Ts em Seltzet , Vu k li a n d 
Niks h i in th e va lley of Ts em Vu k lit , a n d Boga a t th e h ea d 
of th e va lley of th e Pron i Th a a t . Seltze (300 h ou s es ) is 
entirely Ca th olic, a s a re Vu k li (94 fa m ilies ) a n d Boga (75 
families). Nikshi out of 94 families has 10 Moslem.  

Kilm en i's a dven tu res h a ve been m a n y. Never con ten t 
to s u bm it to Tu rk is h ru le a n d fea r fu l of it s exten s ion , th e 
t r ibe, s eizin g th e oppor tu n ity wh en Su lim a n Pa s h a , 
bea ten in Mon ten egro, wa s in h ot ret rea t (1623), s wooped 
down on h im from th e m ou n ta in s a n d cu t th e Tu rk is h 
army to pieces.  

Th e Tu rks s en t a pu n it ive force. Th e h ea dm en of 
Kilm en i were execu ted , a n d th e t r ibe expelled . Bu t with 
u n broken cou ra ge it bolted ba ck on th e fir s t oppor tu n ity, 
a n d a ga in a t ta cked th e Tu rks in 1683 , wh en th ey were 
fighting Austria. Later, in 1737, when Austria was striving 
to wres t from th e Tu rks th a t por t ion of Servia n ter r itory 
wh ich s h e s t ill des ires to pos s es , s h e ca lled on Kilm en i to 
h elp . Bu t in th e figh t a t Va ljevo Au s tr ia los t very h ea vily. 
Th e s u rvivin g Kilm en i t roops da red n ot retu rn h om e a n d 
fa ce Tu rk is h ven gea n ce, bu t fled with th eir a llies a n d 
settled in Hungary.  

Som e of th eir des cen da n ts vis ited Seltze two yea rs 
a go, a n d told h ow th ey s t ill m a rr ied a ccord in g to Kilm en i 
cu s tom s . Th e b r ide is led th ree t im es rou n d th e 
b r idegroom 's h ou s e, a n a pp le is th rown over th e roof, s h e 
is given corn , a n d a s s h e en ters th e h ou s e m u s t s tep over 



th e th res h old with th e r igh t foot , a n d bewa re of 
s tu m blin g; a n d m u s t ta ke a lit t le boy in h er a rm s (th is is 
to en s u re bea r in g a m a le ch ild , a n d is com m on to 
Mon ten egro a n d Alba n ia ). Th en s h e is led th ree t im es 
round the hearth.  

The corn recalls the confarreatio of the Romans.  
Seltze wa s h a lf em pty, folk h a vin g n ot yet retu rn ed 

from th e p la in s . Su ch a s were th ere received m e very 
h os p ita b ly. I s a t by m a n y a n open h ea r th , a n d h ea rd of 
Kilm en i life. Mu ch we ta lked of th a t d ire bein g th e 
Sh tr iga , th e va m pire wom a n th a t s u cks th e b lood of 
ch ild ren , a n d bewitch es even grown folk , s o th a t th ey 
s h r ivel a n d d ie. All Kilm en i, a n d in deed a ll th e t r ibes , 
believe in h er . Sh e m a y live in a villa ge for yea rs 
undetected, working her vile will.  

Kilm en i h a d a s u re wa y of ca tch in g h er . It is to keep 
th e bon es of th e la s t p ig you a te a t ca rn iva l, a n d with 
th es e to m a ke a cros s on th e door of th e ch u rch u pon 
Ea s ter Su n da y, wh en it is fu ll of peop le. Th en if th e 
Sh tr iga be with in , s h e ca n n ot com e ou t , s a ve on th e 
s h ou lders of th e m a n th a t m a de th e cros s . Sh e is s een , 
ter r ified , va in ly t ryin g to cros s th e th res h old , a n d ca n be 
caught.  

Sh e, a n d s h e a lon e, ca n h ea l th e vict im , wh o with ers 
and pines as she secretly sucks its blood.  

A Dja kova m a n told vivid ly h ow h is fa th er h a d s a ved 
a child.  

"It was the child of a neighbour. I saw it. It was dead
wh ite a n d cold . An d m y fa th er cr ied , 'I kn ow wh o h a s 
don e th is .' He ra n ou t a n d s eized a n old wom a n , a n d 
dragged her in.  

"'You have killed this child,' he roared, 'and you must 
b r in g it to life a ga in !' My God , h ow s h e s crea m ed , a n d 
cr ied by a ll th e s a in ts th a t s h e wa s in n ocen t! 'Sp it in it s 
m ou th !' cr ied m y fa th er , a n d h e h eld h er by th e n eck
'Spit, spit!'  

"For if s h e d id n ot s p it before th e s u n wen t down , it 
wou ld be too la te a n d th e ch ild cou ld n ot live a ga in . But 
s h e s t ill s crea m ed , a n d wou ld n ot . An d m y fa th er d rew 
on e of h is p is tols a n d cla pped it to h er h ea d 'Sp it , or I 
shoot!'  

"Sh e s pa t , a n d h e th rew h er ou ts ide a n d s h e ra n 
a wa y. We wa ited , a n d a fter a n h ou r s om e colou r ca m e to 
th e ch ild 's fa ce, a n d s lowly it ca m e to life. My fa th er h a d 



s a ved it . An d I s wea r by God th is is t ru e, for I s a w it with 
my own eyes."  

Th e Sh tr iga ca n torm en t h er vict im by a ch es a n d 
pa in s . Th e wife of th is s a m e Dja kova m a n wa s h orr ib ly 
over looked , a n d h a d pa in s in h er join ts a n d lim bs s o th a t 
s h e cou ld s ca rcely wa lk . Nor cou ld th ey fin d th e gu ilty 
Sh tr iga . All rem ed ies fa ilin g, in des pa ir , th ou gh 
Ch r is t ia n s , th ey s ou gh t h elp of a Dervis h well vers ed in 
s pells . He cu t s om e h a ir from th e top of h er h ea d a n d 
s om e from ea ch a rm pit , a n d bu rn t it , s a yin g s om e words 
of power . An d a s th e h a ir bu rn t , th e pa in s fled a n d ca m e 
back no more.  

A gr im s a fegu a rd th ere is a ga in s t Sh tr iga s , bu t it is 
h a rd to get . You m u s t s ecret ly a n d a t n igh t t ra ck a 
wom a n you believe is a Sh tr iga . If s h e h a ve been s u cking 
b lood , s h e goes ou t s tea lth ily to vom it it , wh ere n o on e 
s ees . You m u s t s cra pe u p s om e of th e vom ited b lood on a 
s ilver coin , wra p it u p a n d wea r it a lwa ys , a n d n o Sh tr iga 
will have power over you.  

A h a p les s wom a n in Seltze h a d los t a ll h er ch ild ren , 
a n d believed th a t h er m oth er-in-la w wa s th e Sh tr iga th a t 
s lew th em . In fa n t m or ta lity in Nor th Alba n ia is cru elly 
h igh . Th e wretch ed m oth er th a t s ees on e lit t le on e a fter 
a n oth er p in e a n d d ie kn ows n ot th a t th ey a re vict im s of 
ignorance th e cru elles t of a ll Sh tr iga s . Th e ch ild , t igh t 
s wa dd led , lies a lwa ys in a wooden cra d le, over wh ich is 
bou n d , with cords , a th ick a n d h ea vy woollen cover , th e 
gift of th e m a tern a l gra n dm oth er wh en th e fir s t ch ild is 
born . It is a s th ick a s a n ord in a ry h ea r th ru g, a n d s h u ts 
ou t a lm os t a ll a ir . If th e ch ild be a h ea lth y on e, it is ta ken 
ou t of doors a n d ca r r ied a bou t a good dea l, a n d a s s oon 
a s it ca n cra wl h a s p len ty of fres h a ir , bu t if s ick ly it is 
relea s ed on ly from its p r is on by dea th . It is a lwa ys 
in doors ; th e u n h a ppy m oth er ta kes th e m os t jea lou s ca re 
th a t n ot for a s in gle m om en t s h a ll it be u n covered . Sh e 
even gives it s u ck by ta k in g th e wh ole cra d le on h er kn ee, 
a n d lift in g on ly th e t in ies t corn er of th e fa ta l cover . To 
tou ch it with wa ter s h e th in ks wou ld be fa ta l. Filthy, 
b la n ch ed by wa n t of ligh t , a n d pois on ed by vit ia ted a ir , 
th e ch ild fa des a n d d ies in s p ite of th e a m u lets h u n g 
rou n d its h ea d a n d n eck to wa rd off th e Sh tr iga a n d th e 
Evil Eye.  

On e m oth er h a d los t a ll s even of h er ch ild ren , ea ch 
u n der two yea rs ; a n d a n oth er five, a n d wa s in a gon y over 
th e s ixth . Sh e believed h er b rea s t h a d been bewitch ed 



a n d th a t h er m ilk wa s pois on ou s . Sh e tu rn ed ba ck th e 
s u ffoca t in g cover for m e to s ee th e ch ild . It h a d n o 
symptoms, so far as I could learn, of its food not agreeing. 
Bu t it wa s wh ite a s a p la n t grown u n der a pot . I begged 
h er to u n cover it , wa s h it with wa rm wa ter , a n d ta ke it 
ou t of doors . In va in . Ch ild ren were n ever u n covered ; it is 
a det (th e cu s tom ). An d wh a t is a det is u n ch a n gea b le. 
On ly th e very s t ron g s u rvive, a n d th ey becom e extrem ely 
enduring.  

No words ca n tell th e m is ery of th e s ick in th es e 
la n ds , wh o, s wa rm in g with lice, rot h elp les s on a h ea p of 
fern s or filth y ra gs in a da rk corn er t ill dea th relea s es 
th em . No doctor h a s pen etra ted th es e wilds , n or a n y 
tea ch er s a ve th e Fra n cis ca n s , wh os e m ed ica l kn owledge 
is usually of the slightest.  

Seltze told m e a qu a in t m oon s u pers t it ion . Ha ir , if 
cu t a t th e n ew m oon , s oon tu rn s wh ite. It m u s t be cu t 
with th e m oon on th e wa n e, a n d th en a lwa ys keeps its 
colou r . A m a n with a wh ite m u s ta ch e s a id it wa s owin g to 
his having clipped it at the wrong time.  

Th e h ou s es a re a fa r bet ter type th a t th os e of 
Ka s tra t i a n d Hot i. Solid ly bu ilt , with two room s on e often 
ceiled a n d with s h elves with h igh -p itch ed s h in gled roofs , 
s om e even with a ch im n ey a n d s eldom with a s ta b le 
under. They are some of the cleanest I met with.  

Seltze is the only place in Maltsia e madhe that has a 
school bu ilt a n d ta u gh t by th e Pa dre, th e Ma n -who-
would-not-be-bishop.  

He s tood , a da rk figu re, a ga in s t th e ch u rch a s I left . I 
tu rn ed in th e s a dd le a t th e top of th e s lope to s h ou t "a 
r iverderci" to h im , with th e h ope th a t it m a y com e t ru e. 
For h e is on e of th os e wh o h a ve m a de a s m a ll corn er of 
the world the sweeter for his presence.  

Vu k li wa s m y des t in a t ion . Bu t th e s n ow la y th ick on 
th e pa s s 'twixt it a n d Seltze, h a lf-m olten , u n pa s s a b le for 
h ors es . We h a d to retu rn down th e va lley to Ura Ta m a ra , 
a n d a s cen d th e va lley of Ts em Vu k lit th e t ra ck fa ir a n d 
th e va le wide a n d gra s s y, a grea t lon elin es s u pon it , for 
n eith er m a n n or bea s t h a d com e u p from th e p la in s . 
Som e p r im it ive dwellin gs , m a de by wa llin g u p th e fron t of 
ca ves in th e cliff h igh a bove, ca u gh t m y eye. At th e h ea d 
th e va lley is wide a n d u n du la t in g. We rode s t ra igh t to th e 
lit t le ch u rch a n d its h ou s e, wh ich form ed on e bu ild in g. 
Ou t ca m e th e m os t jovia l of a ll Fra n cis ca n s , Pa dre 
Giova n n i, s tou t a n d wh ite m ou s ta ch ioed , bu t bea r in g h is 



seventy-five yea rs ligh t ly. An Ita lia n by b ir th , on e of th e 
few foreign ers left in th e Alba n ia n Ch u rch , h e h a s s pen t 
forty yea rs a t Vu k li s a id h e wa s n ow Alba n ia n , wa s 
p r ies t , doctor , a n d ju dge, a n d th a t in Vu k li h e m ea n t to 
end his days.  

We s a t on th e doors tep , wh ile h e m a de h os p ita b le 
preparations within.  

Th e old m a n wa s h ea r t ily welcom ed a s a lega l exper t . 
He wa s h on ou red a n d res pected everywh ere. Vu k li, a s 
Seltze, wa s a lm os t free from b lood with in th e ba r ia k , bu t 
on e of th e few ca s es of b lood wa s a t on ce la id before h im 
for his opinion.  

We s a t rou n d , wh ile th e Ma n -that-claimed-b lood told 
h is ta le. His on ly s on h a d wis h ed to m a rry a cer ta in 
widow, a n d ga ve h er in token th ereof a r in g a n d £T.I. Bu t 
her parents, whose property she was, would not recognise 
this betrothal, and sold her to another.  

"My s on ," s a id th e m a n , "wou ld h a ve pa id for h er 
fu lly, a n d s h e wis h ed to m a rry h im . Th en wa s h e very 
a n gry, a n d wou ld s h oot h er h u s ba n d . Bu t h e beth ou gh t 
him, the husband was not guilty, for perhaps he knew not 
of h er betroth a l. Th e gu ilty on es were th e m en of h er 
fa m ily wh o s old h er . To clea r h is h on ou r , h e s h ot on e of 
h er b roth ers . Th en a n oth er b roth er s h ot m y s on , a n d I 
h a ve n o oth er . I wa n t b lood for m y s on 's b lood . Th ey a re 
to b la m e. Th ey fir s t pu t s h a m e on h im , a n d th en k illed 
him."  

Th e old m a n th ou gh t lon g over th e ca s e, a n d a s ked 
qu es t ion s . Th en h e s a id on e wa s dea d on eith er s ide, a n d 
it were bet ter th e b lood were la id . He a dvis ed a s it t in g of 
Elders (a m ed jlis s ) to com pou n d th e feu d wh ich wa s a ls o 
th e Pa dre's a dvice. All wh o h ea rd a greed with th e old 
m a n , s a ve h im wh o h ea rd th e cry of h is s on 's b lood , a n d 
he would hearken to nothing else.  

Wh a t wa s th e wom a n 's poin t of view? In th es e ta les , 
s h e h a s n eith er voice n or ch oice a det (cu s tom ) pa s s es 
over her like a Juggernaut car.  

To ju dge by a twen t ieth cen tu ry a n d Wes t Eu ropea n 
s ta n da rd th e feelin gs of a peop le in s u ch a p r im it ive s ta te 
of h u m a n developm en t wou ld be foolis h . It is perh a ps 
equ a lly foolis h to a t tem pt to a n a lys e th em a t a ll. Here, a s 
in Mon ten egro, wom en tell you fra n k ly th a t , of cou rs e, a 
wom a n loves h er b roth er bet ter th a n h er h u s ba n d . Sh e 
ca n h a ve a n oth er h u s ba n d a n d a n oth er ch ild , bu t a 



broth er ca n n ever be rep la ced . Her b roth er is of h er own 
blood her own tribe.  

On th e deck of a n Adr ia t ic s tea m er , a t n igh t u n der 
th e s ta rs , a n Alba n ia n on ce told m e th e Ta le of th e 
Mird ite Wom a n , with a con vin cin g force wh ich I ca n n ot 
hope to repeat.  

Th e Mird ite wom a n wa s s en t down from th e 
m ou n ta in s a n d m a rr ied to a Scu ta ren e. Sh e dwelt with 
h im in Scu ta r i, a n d bore h im two s on s . Now th e b roth er 
of th e wom a n wa s a s worn foe to th e Tu rks , p lu n der in g 
a n d s la yin g th em wh en ever ch a n ce a llowed . An d th ey 
ou t la wed h im a n d pu t a p r ice u pon h is h ea d . Bu t h e 
fea red n o m a n , a n d wou ld com e a t n igh t in to th e town to 
s u p with h is s is ter a n d retu rn s a fely ere da wn . Th e Tu rks 
h ea rd th is , a n d wen t to th e wom a n 's h u s ba n d with a ba g 
of gold two h u n dred Tu rk is h pou n ds a n d tem pted h im . 
He had never before seen so much gold. And they said, "It 
is th in e wh en th ou telles t u s th a t th y b roth er-in-la w is 
here."  

On a cer ta in n igh t th e ou t la w ca m e down from th e 
m ou n ta in s to th e h ou s e, a n d , a s is th e cu s tom , h e 
d is a rm ed in token of pea ce. Sca rcely h a d h e given u p h is 
p is tols , gu n , a n d ya ta gh a n , wh en th e Tu rk is h s old iers 
rushed in and slew him, helpless.  

His s is ter , weep in g in wild des pa ir , wen t ba ck with 
h is body to th e m ou n ta in s of Mird ita , s in gin g th e death-
wa il. An d th ey bu r ied h im with h is peop le. Sh e ca m e 
ba ck , s t ill m ou rn in g, to h er h om e. An d lo! Her h u s ba n d 
wa s cou n t in g gold u pon h is kn ees . Sh e looked a t it a n d 
asked him, "Whence comes this gold?"  

Th en h e wa s a fra id , for h e s a w in h er eyes th a t s h e 
knew it was the price of her brother's blood. And he spoke 
h er s oft ly, s a yin g: "All kn ew of th y b roth er 's com in g. If h e 
d id n ot wis h to los e h is life, wh y ca m e h e? Soon er or la ter 
th e Tu rks wou ld h a ve s la in h im . It is bet ter th a t we h a ve 
the gold than another."  

Bu t s h e a n s wered n ot . Th en h e told h er of th e m u ch 
good th a t th e gold wou ld bu y, a n d s h e a n s wered "Aye" 
dully a s on e th a t s pea ks in s leep . Bu t ever s h e h ea rd th e 
cry of h er b roth er 's b lood . An d wh en it wa s m idn igh t a n d 
a ll wa s s t ill, s h e a ros e a n d took h er dea d b roth er 's 
ya ta gh a n . Sh e ca lled on God to s t ren gth en h er a rm she 
s wu n g it over h er s leep in g h u s ba n d a n d s h e h ewed th e 
h ea d from off h is body. Th en s h e looked a t h er two 
s leep in g ch ild ren . "Seed of a s erpen t ," s h e cr ied , "ye s h a ll 



n ever live to betra y you r peop le!" a n d th em too s h e s lew. 
An d s h e fled with th e b loody ya ta gh a n in to th e n igh t a n d 
into the mountains of Mirdita.  

It is a n old ta le. I ca n n ot fix it s da te. In it s ra w 
s im plicity it is m on u m en ta l, a n d em bod ies a ll th a t th ere 
is of tribal instinct and the call of blood.  

Th e Ma n -that-claimed-b lood ros e, u n con vin ced by 
th e old m a n 's ju dgm en t , a n d wen t a wa y to h is lon ely h u t . 
Th e ta lk , from b lood , n a tu ra lly d r ifted to wou n ds . Th e old 
m a n wa s n ot on ly a lega l a u th or ity bu t a s u rgeon of 
repute. He h a d recen t ly ga in ed m u ch fa m e a n d th e la rge 
fee of th ir ty flor in s th e la rges t h e h a d ever received for 
s a vin g a s old ier 's leg, a n d told th e ta le with m odes t p r ide. 
Th e s old ier wa s k icked by a h ors e; th e res u lt wa s a 
com pou n d com m in u ted fra ctu re with both bon es ba d ly 
s h a t tered . He dem on s tra ted on h is own leg th e pos it ion of 
th e bon es a n d th e poin t of fra ctu re. Th e Tu rk is h m ilita ry 
doctor wis h ed to a m pu ta te th e wou n d wa s very fou l. Th e 
s old ier refu s ed to los e h is leg, left th e h os p ita l, a n d s en t 
for the old man.  

"If th e a n k le is b roken ," s a id th e old m a n ju d icia lly, 
"you ca n n ever m a ke it r igh t a ga in . If a m a n is s h ot 
th rou gh th e kn ee h e gen era lly d ies bu t th ree fin ger-
b rea d th s a bove th e a n k le a n d below th e kn ee is s a fe. You 
can always save the leg if you are careful."  

With h is h om e-m a de forceps h e rem oved s even teen 
s p lin ters of bon e. Wh en h e wa s s u re h e h a d rem oved a ll, 
he washed out the wound thoroughly with rakia. (Rakia is 
d is t illed from gra pe ju ice; wh en dou b le-d is t illed it 
con ta in s a con s idera b le a m ou n t of a lcoh ol.) Never , s a id 
h e, s h ou ld a wou n d be tou ch ed with wa ter a lwa ys with 
s t ron g ra k ia . He th en p lu gged a n d d res s ed th e wou n d 
with a salve of his own making the ingredients are extract 
of p in e res in , th e green ba rk of elder twigs , wh ite 
bees wa x, a n d olive oil. Th e p roper ty of th e elder ba rk I do 
n ot kn ow. Th e p in e res in wou ld p rovide a s t ron g 
a n t is ep t ic. He b rou gh t th e en ds of th e bon es togeth er , 
bou n d th e leg to a p iece of wood , th e bon es u n ited in 
th ree weeks , a n d in s ix th e m a n wa s wa lk in g a bou t a ga in 
with a rather shortened but very serviceable leg.  

In gu n s h ot wou n ds h e wa s exper t . For "fir s t a id" h is 
p res cr ip t ion wa s : Ta ke th e wh ite of a n egg a n d a lot of 
s a lt , pou r on to th e wou n d a s s oon a s pos s ib le a n d 
ba n da ge. Th is , on ly tem pora ry t ill th e pa t ien t cou ld be 
p roper ly t rea ted with ra k ia a n d p in e s a lve a s a bove. Th e 



wou n d to be p lu gged with s h eep wool, clea n ed a n d 
s oa ked in th e s a lve. Th e d res s in g to be ch a n ged a t n igh t 
a n d m orn in g, a n d a t m idda y a ls o if th e wea th er be very 
hot. Should the wound show signs of becoming foul, wash 
again with rakia as often as necessary.  

Th is t rea tm en t h e h a d in h er ited from h is 
gra n dfa th er , wh o h a d h a d it from h is . Th e exa ct 
p ropor t ion s a n d wa y of m a k in g th e s a lve h e begged to be 
excused from telling, as they were a family secret.  

It is an interesting fact that antiseptic surgery should 
h a ve been p ra ct is ed in th e Ba lka n pen in s u la a cou p le of 
gen era t ion s , a n d wh o kn ows h ow m u ch m ore, a go, wh ile 
Wes t Eu rope wa s s t ill wa s h in g ou t wou n ds with d ir ty 
water.  

Of rou gh ru le-of-th u m b kn owledge h e h a d a good 
deal s h owed wh ere th e m a in a r ter ies ra n , wh ere it wa s 
dangerous to cut and where safe. I asked how one learned 
s u rgery. He s a id fir s t you m u s t h a ve good h a n ds a n d 
good fin gers (h is own were very fin e), a n d you m u s t th in k 
a good dea l, a n d rem em ber wh a t you h a d s een in on e 
pa t ien t a n d a pp ly th e kn owledge to th e n ext s im ila r ca s e. 
Above a ll, n ever be in a h u rry, a n d be qu ite s u re before 
you cu t . You m u s t th in k th in gs ou t for you rs elf. Of 
a n æ s th et ics h e n a tu ra lly kn ew n oth in g, a n d h is very 
delibera te m eth ods wou ld be m ore th a n a Wes t Eu ropea n 
cou ld bea r . Bu t th e Ba lka n pea s a n t does n ot a ppea r to 
feel pa in s o a cu tely, a n d s u ffers s ca rcely a t a ll from 
"shock."  

Apop lexy, h e s a id , wa s ca u s ed by too m u ch b lood in 
th e h ea d . He h a d recen t ly been ca lled to a wom a n wh o 
wa s s t ru ck s u dden ly s peech les s a n d qu ite pa ra lys ed 
down on e s ide. He b led h er from th e tem ple on th e 
a fflicted s ide a n d s even t im es from th e a rm on th e oth er 
s ide. Next da y s h e wa s bet ter . He b led h er five t im es . Sh e 
made a good recovery a n d wa s n ow wa lk in g a bou t , 
though slightly lame.  

On e m u s t be gu ided by circu m s ta n ces . A m a n ca m e 
to h im a s h or t wh ile a go with a cru s h ed fin ger . Wh en h e 
had removed the fragments he found the ends of the bone 
too poin ted a n d s p lin tered to s et well. So h e s a wed th em 
straight with a little saw of his own making, set them, and 
made a good finger, but short.  

Kn owin g th a t th e Mon ten egr in n a t ive s u rgeon s of old 
were well kn own for t reph in in g, I a s ked th e old m a n wh a t 
h e cou ld do for a ba d ly b roken h ea d . "Ah ," s a id h e, "th e 



h ea d is very d ifficu lt . It is like a n egg. Firs t th ere is th e 
s h ell, th en th e s k in , th en th e b ra in . If th a t s k in is b roken 
you ca n do n oth in g th e m a n m u s t d ie. Bu t if th e b roken 
bon e on ly p res s es on it you ca n s a ve h im . You cu t like 
this" h e in d ica ted a t r ia n gu la r fla p on th e h ea d of th e 
m a n n ext h im "a n d tu rn it ba ck . Th en you p ick ou t th e 
b roken p ieces very ca refu lly a n d ra is e th e bon e from th e 
b ra in . Bu t you ca n n ot lea ve th e b ra in u n protected . You 
m u s t cu t a p iece of d r ied h a rd bot t le-gou rd to fit th e 
place it is rou n d like a m a n 's h ea d . You ca n fin d a p iece 
th a t fit s exa ct ly. It m u s t be qu ite h a rd . Th en you rep la ce 
th e fla p over it a n d s ew if n eces s a ry a n d d res s with th e 
salve, and his head will be as good as ever."  

Th e k ir ijee a t on ce s a id , with en th u s ia s m , th a t h e 
h a d been s o t rea ted a t th e a ge of s ixteen ; h a d been 
kn ocked on th e h ea d in a ba za r r iot , b rou gh t h om e 
u n con s ciou s , a n d on ly recovered wh en th e ba s h ed-in 
bon e wa s rem oved . Ha d h a d a la rge p iece of gou rd in h is 
hea d ever s in ce. It m a de n o d ifferen ce, excep t th a t h e h a d 
to scratch his head oftener that side than the other.  

Th e com pa n y exa m in ed h is h ea d with m u ch in teres t . 
Th e old m a n h a d n ever cu t ou t bon e h im s elf, on ly 
rem oved b roken p ieces . Bu t th ere wa s a m a n in Mird ita , 
h e s a id , very clever a t s ku ll-cu t t in g. He h a d recen t ly 
rem oved a very la rge p iece from th e s ku ll of a ba d ly 
in ju red a n d u n con s ciou s m a n . (A very la rge pa r t of th e 
left pa r ieta l, a ccord in g to th e des cr ip t ion .) Ha d rep la ced 
all with gourd, and made a complete cure.  

Th e com pa n y lis ten ed with deep in teres t to th e old 
m a n 's ta les . We h a d a n oth er of th e s u cces s fu l extra ct ion 
of a bu llet , a n d h ea rd h ow h e h a d s lu n g a h ors e with a 
b roken leg a n d h ea led it . He wa s grea t ly p lea s ed with m y 
in teres t , bu t s igh ed a n d s a id : "I kn ow n oth in g. You were 
born in a h a ppy la n d . I cou ld h a ve lea rn ed . I h a ve it 
h ere." He tou ch ed h is h ea d . "I m igh t h a ve been s om e u s e. 
Now I s h a ll d ie a s I h a ve lived a poor old m a n a m on g th e 
goats on the mountains."  

Th e old m a n s qu a t t in g on a rock beca m e a s u b lim e 
a n d t ra gic figu re th e vict im of a p it iles s Fa te a wa s ted 
power , wh os e s k ill m igh t h a ve ben efited h a lf Eu rope. My 
h ea r t b led for h im bu t a t th e ba ck of m y con s ciou s n es s I 
a s ked m ys elf if h e wou ld be a n y h a pp ier h u rryin g from 
on e fa s h ion a b le pa t ien t to a n oth er in a th ou s a n d-guinea 
motor-car through streets that stink of petroleum.  



Th e Pa dre m ea n wh ile wa s very bu s y h ou s ekeep in g. 
We s h ou ld h a ve s en t h im a wireles s telegra m , h e s a id . 
Telegra ph in g in Alba n ia wa s fa r qu icker th a n in a n y other 
la n d . Wh ich is a fa ct . All n ews is s h ou ted from h ill to h ill. 
"Sh ou t in g" gives n o idea of it . Th e voice, p itch ed in a 
pecu lia r a r t ificia l n ote, is h u r led a cros s th e va lley with 
extra ord in a ry force. An y on e th a t ca tch es th e m es s a ge 
a cts a s receiver a n d h u r ls it on to it s a ddres s . An d with in 
a n h ou r a n a n s wer m a y be received from a p la ce twelve 
h ou rs ' t ra m p d is ta n t . Th e ph ys ica l effor t of th e s h ou t is 
grea t . Th e b rows a re corru ga ted in to a n expres s ion of 
a gon y, both h a n ds often p res s ed t igh t a ga in s t th e ea rs
perh a ps a n in s t in ct ive cou n terp res s u re to th e force with 
wh ich th e a ir is expelled from with in th e body is th ru s t 
forwa rd a n d s wa yed , fa ce a n d n eck tu rn cr im s on , th e 
veins of the neck swell up into cords. There are few places 
wh ere it is h a rder to keep a n even t s ecret th a n in th e 
mountains of Albania. News spreads like wildfire. The fact 
that a man has been shot upcountry reaches Scutari next 
day at latest, often with many details.  

"Th eft is im pos s ib le in Kilm en i," s a id th e Pa dre, 
la u gh in g; "th e wh ole t r ibe h ea rs th e des cr ip t ion of a n 
a r t icle a s s oon a s it is m is s ed . Every on e kn ows if s om e 
one has a few more sheep than yesterday."  

At s u pper th e gen ia l old Pa dre s a t a t th e h ea d of th e 
ta b le, fla n ked by th e two la rges t , fa t tes t ca ts I ever s a w. If 
he d id n ot give th em t it -b its fa s t en ou gh , th ey s la pped 
h im s m a r t ly with th eir pa ws , wh ich h igh ly deligh ted h im . 
I th in k h e is th e on e perfect ly con ten ted h u m a n bein g I 
ever met.  

"If I were born a s econ d t im e in to th is wor ld , I wou ld 
a ga in be a Fra te," s a id h e; "a n d if a th ird t im e, a th ird 
t im e Fra te, in th e Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s , with m y peop le 
a n d m y lit t le h ou s e, a n d m y books a n d m y ca ts . I h ope to 
die here without ever seeing a town again."  

My u n m a rr ied con d it ion p lea s ed h im m u ch . He 
en liven ed s u pper with a n extrem ely p la in -s poken s erm on 
de Virgin ita te, t ill Ma rko p rotes ted th a t h e h a d led a 
vir tu ou s m a rr ied life for twen ty yea rs , a n d d id n ot 
con s ider h im s elf a s in n er . Wh ich ca lled down on u s a yet 
p la in er s poken a ddres s de Ma tr im on io a n d de sundry 
oth er th in gs expou n ded in m u ch s on orou s La t in , wh ich , 
for tu n a tely, Ma rko d id n ot u n ders ta n d , a n d wh ich "ca lled 
a spade a spade."  



Vu kli, a ll Ch r is t ia n , con s is ts of n in ety-fou r fa m ilies , 
a ll from th e s a m e s tock . It m a rr ies ch iefly with Seltze. A 
wife is ch ea per th a n in Hot i, a n d cos ts twelve n a poleon s . 
Th e h ou s es a re, a s u s u a l, s ca t tered fa r a n d wide. An 
Albanian parish is no easy one to work. A priest has often 
a fou r h ou rs ', even s ix h ou rs ' t ra m p to rea ch a dyin g 
m a n , a n d n o m a t ter wh a t m a y h a ppen a t th e oth er en d of 
the parish, cannot get there in the same day. As at Seltze, 
th e peop le a re very in du s tr iou s , a re pa s tora l, a n d h a ve 
p len ty of h igh pa s tu re. Vu k li h a s a fa ir s h a re of cu lt iva b le 
la n d , well clea n ed of s ton es , wh ich a re a ll u s ed for wa ll-
m a k in g. Big bou lders a re la bor iou s ly d r illed with 
crowba rs a n d b la s ted with gu n powder . It often ta kes a 
week to des t roy on e rock bu t th ey do it . An d th e la rger 
pa r t of th e popu la t ion m igra tes to th e p la in s in win ter 
with th e flocks , wa s t in g wea ry da ys on th e m a rch over 
rough tracks and bearing their burdens on their backs.  

Th e h ou s es a re, like th os e of Seltze, clea n a n d well-
bu ilt . Th e h ea d of th e en tra n ce-door is , a s is u s u a l in 
m a n y pa r ts of Nor th Alba n ia , s em icircu la r , a n d th e a rch 
formed not of voussoirs but hewn from a solid block. This, 
a lm os t a lwa ys th e ca s e with a rch ed doors ' h ea ds 
th rou gh ou t th e la n d , s h ows th a t a rch con s tru ct ion is n ot 
at all understood.  

It is in th e gra veya rd th a t Vu k li's or igin a lity is to be 
fou n d . Th is , a s is u s u a l wh ere t im ber is ch ea p , is fu ll of 
wooden cros s es ; bu t loca l a r t h a s s tepped in a n d 
transformed the emblem of Christianity into a "portrait" of 
th e decea s ed . Th e ch ef-d 'oeu vre is th a t of a dou gh ty 
wa rr ior . His fa ce is ca rved a bove, two a rm s a re a dded , h is 
Ma r t in i a n d revolver a re s h own on th e a rm s of th e cros s . 
It is in com pa ra b ly grotes qu e. A s erpen t wr iggles u p on e 
s ide to s h ow, I wa s told , h is fiercen es s . Th e s erpen t n ot 
u n frequ en t ly a ppea rs on gra ves , a n d m a y be con n ected 
with n ow forgot ten beliefs . On th e oth er h a n d , it is 
customary in th e ba lla ds of th e Mon ten egr in s to ca ll a 
grea t figh t in g-m a n lju ta zm ija (fierce s erpen t). Bu t in th e 
cou rs e of t im e n ew m ea n in gs m a y be a t ta ch ed to old 
symbols.  

Th e Pa dre la u gh ed wh en h e fou n d m e a dm ir in g th is 
cros s . "Very u n -Ch r is t ia n ," h e s a id , s h a k in g h is h ea d ; 
"bu t th ey do like it s o." Vu k li, a s Seltze, s u ffered m u ch 
from th e Sh tr iga on e wretch ed wom a n h a d los t a ll h er 
eigh t ch ild ren a n d a ls o from th e Evil Eye (Syy kec). So 
powerfu l is th is , th a t a m a n h a d recen t ly, to p rove h is 



power , ga zed a t a bu n ch of gra pes , wh ich h a d with ered 
u pon its s tem a n d d ropped to th e grou n d before th e 
awestruck spectators.  

Syy kec is on e of th e cu rs es of Alba n ia . Aga in s t it , 
th rou gh ou t th e la n d , folk wea r m a n y ch a rm s . Blu e gla s s 
bea ds a dorn th e h a lters of m os t of th e h ors es ; ch ild ren 
h a ve a coin t ied on th e foreh ea d ; th e Ca th olics wea r 
cros s es , s a cred h ea r ts , m eda ls of th e s a in ts (th es e m os t ly 
from Ita ly), a n d a m u let ca s es , t r ia n gu la r , h old in g s u ch 
La t in texts a s th ey ca n get th e p r ies t to wr ite for th em . 
Th es e, too, a re bou n d to th e h orn s of ca t t le a n d th e 
m a n es of h ors es , to p reven t th e la t ter from bein g s p ir it -
ridden by night by oras or devils.  

Th ere is a very good ch a rm (Dja kova ) a ga in s t a ll 
th es e. You m u s t k ill a s n a ke, a n d cu t off it s h ea d with 
s ilver . Th e edge of a wh ite m ed jid ieh (la rge coin ) 
s h a rpen ed , will s erve you m u s t d ry th e h ea d , wra p it u p 
with a s ilver m eda l of St . George, h a ve it b les s ed by a 
p r ies t , a n d it will p rotect you s o lon g a s you wea r it . A 
p iece of a m eteor ite is a p rotect ion a ga in s t gu n s h ot . Were 
it n ot for th es e s a fegu a rds , it wou ld be h a rd to live in th e 
la n d . Th e devils a ppea r often a t n igh t , a s fiery s pa rks 
da s h in g a bou t , a n d th en , n o m a t ter h ow well th e t ra veller 
m a y kn ow th e wa y, h e ca n n ot fin d it . Nor u n t il th e fir s t 
cock-crow (a bou t two h ou rs a fter m idn igh t) ca n h e go 
fa r th er . After th a t th ey a re power les s , a n d va n is h a s d id 
Hamlet's ghost under similar circumstances. Albania lives 
in th e p r im it ive t im es wh en rea l m ira cles h a ppen th a t 
n on e dou b t wh en m a n h a s n o power over h is own fa te, 
bu t wr ith es im poten t , s m it ten on th e on e h a n d by th e 
wrath of God and tormented on the other by the powers of 
evil. He faces his doom stoically. Eghel "It is written."  

It is good to live in this atmosphere. Many is the tiny, 
giddy ledge I h a ve crep t rou n d with ou t h es ita t ion , d r iven 
forwa rd by th e ch eery s h ou t : "Go on ! It is n ot Egh el th a t 
you will d ie h ere." Wh ich I cou ld n ot h a ve don e h a d a n 
En glis h fr ien d been s crea m in g: "For God 's s a ke, don 't t ry. 
You will b rea k you r n eck!" Th ere a re cou n t les s 
advantages in travelling with natives only.  

Vu k li wa s fa s cin a t in g, bu t th e t im e for goin g ca m e. I 
wa s bou n d for Boga a n d Sh a la . Aga in th e h eigh ts were 
n ot pa s s a b le for m e. I m u s t go ba ck on m y t ra il by 
Ka s tra t i a n d Skreli, a n d a s cen d th e va lley of th e Pron i 
Thaat. I could do it in two days, but must start early, said 
th e Pa dre. He a dvis ed 3 A.M. He s a w to th e re-s h oein g of 



th e h ors es th e p reviou s a ftern oon . Th ey n eed n a ils or 
s h oes ren ewin g a bou t on ce a week on th es e t ra cks . Th ree 
A.M. is a d ree h ou r . I p lea ded for five, bu t wa s b idden 
rem em ber th e h ea t . I d id . I th ou gh t of th e wa y to Gru da 
a s a n igh tm a re of a gon y. So I a greed , bu t s a id I m u s t go 
to bed ea r ly. Accord in g, h owever , to Alba n ia n cu s tom , it 
was little short of 11 P.M. when I succeeded in lying down 
on s om e s h eeps k in s . Th ere wa s n ot en ou gh t im e to wa s te 
over d res s in g a n d u n dres s in g. I s eem ed to h a ve s ca rce 
laid down, when knocks aroused me, and I was told coffee 
wa s rea dy a n d th e h ors es . Giddy with s leep , bu t ter r ified 
of wa it in g for th e s u n , I cra wled ou t h a lf con s ciou s . Th e 
Pa dre, a s ga y a s ever , h oped I h a d h a d a good n igh t . He 
had very. The regulation two nips of black coffee woke me 
a lit t le, a n d I s a id good-bye regretfu lly to m y jovia l old 
h os t , wen t ou t h a lf da zed in to th e ch ill, grey, s leep in g 
wor ld , a n d s ta r ted down th e h ill over loos e s ton es , on 
foot . Th e effect of th e coffee wore off before I wa s h a lf-way 
down . I reeled with s leep , a n d fell h ea vily with a cla t ter 
th a t woke m e. Ma rko a n d th e old m a n were d is t res s ed , 
but I had fallen much too limply to be hurt.  

"You woke m e too s oon ," I s a id . "You kn ow I don 't 
like it."  

"Bu t to get u p very ea r ly is s o h ea lth y!" pers is ted 
Marko.  

"I ca n 't h elp th a t . Fou r h ou rs ou t of th e twen ty-four 
is not enough. I went too late to bed. Supper was late."  

"But it was quite early! Only two hours after sunset!"  
I d id n ot en ter in to th e fru it les s a rgu m en t a bou t th e 

s u n s et t in g la te in s u m m er , beca u s e in Alba n ia it a lwa ys 
s ets a t th e s a m e t im e twelve o'clock . "In En gla n d m a ybe 
the sun sets later in the summer, but with us never."  

At th e foot of th e h ill I m ou n ted , s lu n g th e b r id le on 
m y a rm , h u n g on to th e s a dd le-bow with both h a n ds , 
s h u t m y eyes a n d dozed , wa k in g with a jerk wh en ever th e 
horse stumbled or I nodded forward.  

Half-way down the valley the old man had friends. He 
h a iled th em lou d ly, a n d ou t th ey ca m e with a bowl of 
fres h m ilk a n d s om e ch ees e. We b rea k fa s ted . It wa s th e 
old man's prescription to wake me up properly.  

We got to Ha n Gra bom with ou t a dven tu re. Th ere I 
wa s greeted by a n oth er of th e "Alba n ia n virgin s " in m a le 
ga rb , wh o begged m e to ta ke h er with m e to En gla n d . Sh e 
s a id s h e a lwa ys h a d to com e h om e a lon g th e Mon ten egr in 
fron t ier , wa s ter r ified of bein g p icked off by Mon ten egr in 



s h a rps h ooters , a n d h a d n o m on ey to bu y a gu n . Sh e 
wou ld like to live in a s a fe p la ce. Sh e h a d n o b roth er , wa s 
on e of five s is ters . Two were m a rr ied . Th e oth er th ree a ll 
dressed as men, and worked the family land.  

After Ha n Gra bom wa s th e a s cen t to Ra ps h a . Lu ck ily 
you ca n r ide u p p la ces you ca n n ot r ide down . Pa r t 
walking in the most risky bits part riding, we came to the 
top in good time. Though it was quite hot enough, the sun 
was off.  

At n igh tfa ll we pu lled u p a t a h a n in Ka s tra t i. It wa s 
on e of th e occa s ion s wh en I h a ve rea lly a pprecia ted a 
h a n , for I wa s d ren ch ed with s wea t a n d b ru is ed with 
tu m blin g a bou t . Th e h a n jee lit a fire, a n d I d r ied by it 
wh ile Ma rko ch opped th e h ea d off a fowl a n d s et it 
stewing.  

I woke n ext m orn in g to th e s a d fa ct th a t I m u s t s a y 
good-bye to th e dea r old m a n . We were in Ka s tra t i. Hot i 
and Kastrati were in blood; he had safe-conduct back, but 
must go no farther.  

He m a de a tou ch in g fa rewell s peech , begged m e to 
wr ite to h im from Lon don th e Pa dre wou ld rea d it to h im . 
Afterwa rds h e vis ited m e ea ch t im e h e ca m e to Scu ta r i, 
h a u n ted by a va gu e h ope th a t I cou ld do s om eth in g for 
his unhappy land.  

Th e h a n jee p iloted u s down to Brzh eta in Skreli, 
wh ere we p icked u p a n oth er m a n a n d wen t on to Boga by 
a n ea s y t ra il u p th e d ry va lley of th e Pron i Th a a t on its 
right bank, crossing to the left near the village of Skreli.  

Boga seventy-five fa m ilies , a ll Ca th olic u n like its 
b reth ren of Vu k li a n d Seltze, wa s ra th er ba d ly in b lood . 
Two b roth ers h a d recen t ly been s h ot by th eir own 
relatives.  

For th os e in teres ted in "dove cros s es " I m a y m en t ion 
th a t a t Boga a n d a t Sn jerch (St . George), n ea r th e m ou th 
of th e Boja n a , n ow Mon ten egr in ter r itory, th e fin es t 
examples are to be found.  

Th e p r ies t a n d h is old m oth er welcom ed m e, bu t , on 
h ea r in g I wa s bou n d for Sh a la , begged m e n ot to a t tem pt 
th e pa s s . Th e s n ow wa s very deep , h a lf m olten , a n d 
s lid in g, a n d th e des cen t on th e oth er s ide extrem ely 
p recip itou s . In n o ca s e cou ld th e h ors es cros s it . I took 
th eir a dvice. Th e retu rn jou rn ey down th e va lley wa s 
a m ply wor th wh ile for th e qu ite m a gn ificen t s pecta cle of 
th e s n owy m ou n ta in s of Sk reli, da zzlin g a ga in s t th e 
tu rqu ois e s ky a bove a da rk p in e belt . J u s t a bove Brzh eta 



we cros s ed th e s t rea m bed , a n d s t ru ck a wa y from it 
s ou th wa rds to Rech i, th rou gh Loh ja a s m a ll t r ibe of on e 
ba r ia k , m a de u p of eigh ty Mos lem a n d for ty Ch r is t ia n 
houses. It has a mosque and a hodza, and shares a priest 
with Rech i, th e t r ibe n ext door a ls o m os t ly Mos lem . 
Rechi-Loh ja is of m ixed s tock , m a in ly or igin a t in g from 
Pulati and Slaku, and was originally all Catholic.  

Gr izh a , a n oth er s m a ll, on e-ba r ia k t r ibe, h a rd by, is , I 
believe, all Moslem, also Kopliku on the plain below.  

Rech i we rea ch ed th rou gh a fores t of m on u m en ta l 
ch es tn u ts . Th e ch u rch a n d h ou s e, wh ich a re n ew, s ta n d 
h igh on a s h elf with a grea t free view over th e s weep of 
p la in a n d th e la ke of Scu ta r i. Th e p r ies t of Rech i, a keen 
s tu den t of Alba n ia n cu s tom , wa s fu ll of in form a t ion both 
about Rechi and Pulati, where he had spent several years.  

He told u s of oa th s wh ich , if very s olem n on es , a re 
a lwa ys s worn in Rech i a n d a m on g a ll th e Pu la t i t r ibes on 
a stone as well as on the cross: "Per guri e per kruch " (By 
th e s ton e a n d th e cros s ). Th e s ton e is th e m ore im por ta n t 
a n d com es fir s t . At a ga th er in g of Elders to t ry a ca s e, th e 
a ccu s ed will often th row a s ton e in to th e m idd le of th e 
circle, swearing his innocence upon it.  

A m a n wh en h e h a s con fes s ed s om eth in g extra ba d , 
and received absolution, generally says, "I suppose I must 
b r in g a s ton e to ch u rch n ext Su n da y?" Th e s ton e is 
ca r r ied on th e s h ou lder a s a pu b lic s ign of repen ta n ce. 
An d , th ou gh told it is n ot n eces s a ry, h e u s u a lly p refers to 
b r in g it . Th e p r ies t of a n oth er d is t r ict h eld th a t th e 
pu b licity of s ton e-b r in gin g h a d s u ch a good m ora l effect 
th a t h e n ever d is cou ra ged it . His pa r is h ion ers s om et im es 
b rou gh t very la rge on es . Wh eth er in p ropor t ion to th e s in , 
I know not.  

Th e p r ies ts s a y th a t , in s p ite of a ll th eir effor ts , th eir 
pa r is h ion ers a ll rega rd th e s h oot in g of a m a n a s n oth in g 
compared to the crime of breaking a fast eating an egg on 
a Sa tu rda y. Fa s t in g in Alba n ia m ea n s com plete 
abstinence from any kind of animal food.  

In th e a u tu m n of 1906 th e Alba n ia n clergy wen t to 
Ra gu s a to greet th e Arch du ke Fra n z Ferd in a n d , wh o 
rep res en ted th e Em peror Fra n z J os ef, Protector of th e 
Ca th olic Ch u rch in Alba n ia . It wa s a r ra n ged th a t on 
Sa tu rda y th ey s h ou ld d in e with th e p r ies ts of Au s tr ia , 
a n d u pon th e s a m e fa re. Th is m a de s om eth in g like a 
s ca n da l a m on g th eir Alba n ia n pa r is h ion ers , wh o th ou gh t 



it a p lot to s edu ce th eir p r ies ts from th e r igh t pa th . "Th a t 
Pope," said a man to me, "is only an Italian after all!"  

We ta lked of s ooth s a yin g th e rea d in g of bon es a 
cu s tom I fir s t s a w in th e m ou n ta in s of Sh pa ta , n ea r 
Elba s a n . Th e bon e m u s t be eith er th e b rea s tbon e of a 
fowl or th e s ca pu la of a s h eep or goa t . No oth er will s erve. 
It is h a rd to get peop le to exp la in th e m a n n er . Pu t t in g 
togeth er fa cts ob ta in ed from th e Rech i p r ies t , a m a n from 
Djakova, and others, the result is as follows.  

To rea d you r own fu tu re th e bon e m u s t be th a t of a n 
animal you have bred. One bought is useless. A fowl must 
be deca p ita ted ; if it s n eck be wru n g, s a id th e Dja kova n , 
the blood will go the wrong way and spoil the marks.  

A good s eer ca n tell a t on ce if th e bea s t be bou gh t or 
bred.  

Th e bon e is h eld u p a ga in s t th e ligh t a n d th e 
m a rk in gs of m a rrow, &c., in it in terp reted . Th e a r t of h ow 
to apply them correctly is jealously concealed.  

"I a s ked a m a n ," s a id th e Rech i p r ies t , "h ow h e rea d 
th e bon es . He s a id , 'Wh en you s ee lit t le b la ck m a rks on 
pa per you kn ow th ey m ea n "God ," "m a n ," a n d s o for th . I 
ca n n ot rea d th em , bu t wh en I s ee lit t le m a rks in th e 
bones I can read them and you cannot.'"  

The very best is the breastbone of 
a b la ck cock with n o wh ite fea th ers 
on him. The keel is the part used. The 
fa te of th e own er of th e cock a n d th a t 
of h is fa m ily is rea d in th e th ickn es s 
a t th e en d (A) u p it ru n s a lin e of m a rrow; a h ole in th is 
in d ica tes h is dea th ; a b rea k , a n illn es s , or ca ta s t roph e. 
Th eir s itu a t ion s h ows th e t im e a t wh ich th ey will ta ke 
p la ce. Dea th s or a cciden ts to th e fa m ily a re s h own in 
b ra n ch es of th is m a in lin e. Red s pots m ea n b lood . Pu b lic 
even ts a re foretold on th e s ides of th e keel (B). Ma rvellou s 
ta les a re told of th e t ru th of th es e p roph ecies , a n d th ey 
a re widely believed . So a bs olu tely in deed , th a t th ere 
s eem s lit t le rea s on to dou b t th a t th e ter ror th ey in s p ire 
has actually caused death.  

An on ly s on , well kn own to th e Dja kova m a n , wa s a t 
a fa m ily fea s t . He h eld u p a fowl's b rea s tbon e, a n d th rew 
it down with a cry. His fa th er a s ked wh a t wa s th e m a t ter . 
Th e s on s a id , "In th ree da ys you will bu ry m e." Th e 
h orr ified fa th er p icked u p th e bon e, a n d s a w it wa s on ly 
too t ru e. He wa iled a lou d , "In th ree da ys we s h a ll bu ry 
you !" All h is k in cr ied over h im , th e you th b len ch ed a n d 



s icken ed , a n d cou ld n ot ea t . An d in th ree da ys h e wa s 
dead, and they buried him.  

"Wh en h e rea d in th e bon e th a t h e m u s t d ie, h e 
died," said the Djakova man.  

Seein g th a t I looked s cep t ica l h e a dded , with very 
m u ch m ore t ru th th a n h e wa s a wa re of, "It wou ld n ot k ill 
you beca u s e you do n ot believe it . We believe it , a n d s o it 
is true to us."  

It is con ceiva b le th a t th e pa n ic wrou gh t by a vivid 
im a gin a t ion a n d th e p it iles s in s is ten ce of a ll h is fa m ily, 
wou ld k ill a s u b ject with a wea k h ea r t th e con dem n ed 
man dying, so to speak, of "Christian Science."  

Wh en Sh a k ir Pa s h a wa s m a de Va li of Scu ta r i, a 
mountain man, picking up a bone, cried out, "He will only 
be Va li s ix m on th s !" Th is wa s s o u n u s u a lly s h or t a t im e 
that the man was laughed at, but the Vali was transferred 
in six months' time.  

At a wedd in g fea s t th e bon e s a id th a t on e of th os e 
p res en t wou ld be fou n d dea d n ea r a rock in a s h or t t im e. 
A for tn igh t la ter th e b r idegroom fell over a p recip ice a n d 
was killed. And so forth.  

Su ch is th e fa ith in th e bon es , th a t I h a ve m ore th a n 
once been met with a refusal to read them on the grounds 
that it is better not to know the worst.  

As I write the rough draught of this, in Scutari, at the 
en d of Novem ber 1908 , with wa r clou ds th ick on a ll th e 
fron t iers , a n d d is con ten t a lrea dy s m ou lder in g a ga in s t th e 
You n g Tu rks , th e m ou n ta in m en a re s eein g b lood in a ll 
th e bon es , "perh a ps before Ch r is tm a s , cer ta in ly by 
Easter." 1  When the elements of war are near, the balance 
of power m a y be u ps et by s u ch a t r ifle a s a fowl's 
b rea s tbon e, a n d th in gs com e "t ru e beca u s e we believe 
them."  

Th e peop le, s a id th e p r ies t , s t ill h old m a n y pa ga n 
beliefs of wh ich th ey will n ot ta lk . Th ey pu t a coin in th e 
m ou th of a corps e p reviou s to bu r ia l, bu t s eem u n a b le to 
give a n y exp la n a t ion beyon d th a t it is a det (cu s tom ). 
There is a ls o, h e s a id , a lin ger in g belief in la res . He h a d 
s een a va ca n t p la ce for th e s p ir its of th e dea d left a t 
family feasts. And at Pulati he had found traces of a belief 
in two powers , on e of ligh t a n d on e of da rkn es s , a n d 
th ou gh t th a t th e s u n - a n d m oon -like figu res fou n d a s a 
tattoo pattern are concerned with this.  

On Su n da y th e s ick a n d th e a fflicted flocked from a n 
ea r ly h ou r . Th e p r ies t h a d h a d s evera l yea rs ' m ed ica l 



t ra in in g, a n d ca res for th e bod ies a s well a s th e s ou ls of 
h is peop le. His ch u rch is a lwa ys well filled . A crowd of 
out-pa t ien ts wa ited a t th e door on Su n da y. Ma s s on 
Su n da ys is n ot celeb ra ted in th e m ou n ta in ch u rch es t ill 
eleven or la ter , to give th e s ca t tered pa r is h ion ers t im e to 
com e. Wh ile wa it in g, we were in terviewed by a loca l 
celebr ity, a n old m a n of Loh ja , wh o boa s ted th a t , th ou gh 
a h u n dred a n d ten yea rs old , h e h a d s in n ed bu t twice in 
h is life. Nor wou ld h e a dm it th a t in eith er ca s e h e h a d 
been gu ilty. Th e s in ea ch t im e wa s th eft , a n d h e h a d been 
led a s t ra y by ba d peop le. I a s ked h ow m a n y m en h e h a d 
k illed . He s a id with a ch eerfu l gr in , "Plen ty, bu t n ot on e 
for m on ey or d is h on ou ra b ly." He wa s a n a ler t , h ooky-
n os ed old m a n with h u m orou s grey eyes . Wh en s om e on e 
dou b ted h is a ge, h e pou red ou t a tor ren t of h is tor ic 
even ts wh ich h e vowed h e recollected . It wa s s u gges ted 
th en th a t I s h ou ld "write" old Loh ja . He wa s im m en s ely 
fla t tered , a n d s a t a few m om en ts . Wh en every on e 
recogn is ed th e s ketch a look of grea t a n xiety ca m e over 
h is fa ce, a n d m os t ea rn es t ly h e p ra yed m e n ever to 
des t roy wh a t I "h a d writ ten a bou t h im ." Th e s a m e 
m om en t th e s ketch wa s torn h e wa s cer ta in h e s h ou ld 
d rop down dea d a n d a fter livin g a h u n dred a n d ten yea rs 
th a t wou ld be a grea t p ity. I du ly p rom is ed n ever to pa r t 
with it and relieved his mind.  

Th e p r ies t ch a ffed h im a bou t h is "two s in s ," s a yin g 
h e wa s a very ba d old boy a n d h a d don e a ll th e th in gs h e 
s h ou ld h a ve left u n don e, a n d n ever ca m e to con fes s ion . 
Th e la t ter ch a rge h e a dm it ted very ch eer ily a fter a 
h u n dred yea rs , con fes s ion wa s n ot n eces s a ry; m oreover , 
he h a d con fes s ed h is on ly two s in s yea rs a go, s o h a d n o 
more to say.  

We left th a t a ftern oon for Rioli, bu t a two a n d a h a lf 
h ou rs ' wa lk over a r idge a n d u p th e va lley of a crys ta l-
clea r s t rea m th a t tu rn s m a n y corn -gr in d in g a n d wool-
fu llin g m ills , both of th e u s u a l Ba lka n pa t tern . In th e 
fu llin g m ill a la rge wooden a xle, bea r in g two fla n ges , is 
tu rn ed by a wa ter -wh eel. Th e fla n ges , a s th ey tu rn , ca tch 
a n d ra is e a ltern a tely two la rge a n d h ea vy wooden m a llets , 
m a de p refera b ly of wa ln u t , wh ich fa llin g, pou n d a n d 
h a m m er th e ya rds of wet h a n d-woven woollen m a ter ia l 
(s h ia k ) wh ich is h ea ped in a box ben ea th th em . In for ty-
eigh t h ou rs it is bea ten in to th e cloth th a t is th e com m on 
wear of Bosnia, Montenegro, and North Albania.  



Corn-m ills a re often very s m a ll a t in y s h ed on pos ts 
over a lit t le ca ta ra ct th a t s h oots with grea t force th rou gh 
a p ipe, m a de of a h ollowed t ree-trunk th e exit h ole very 
small a ga in s t a s m a ll tu rb in e wh eel. Th e u p r igh t a xle 
pa s s es th rou gh th e two s ton es , tu rn in g th e u pper on e. 
The corn is fed from a wooden hopper, its flow ingeniously 
regu la ted by a twig th a t p la ys on th e s u rfa ce of th e u pper 
s ton e. Mills a re gen era lly p r iva te p roper ty of a grou p of 
families, each grinding its own corn in turn.  

Th e ch u rch of Rioli s ta n ds h igh on th e r igh t ba n k of 
th e va lley, th a t is h ere r ich ly wooded . In th e cliff on th e 
oppos ite s ide is th e ca ve in wh ich Bis h op Bogda n refu ged 
from the Turks in the seventeenth century.  

Rioli is a s m a ll t r ibe of on e ba r ia k , I believe of m ixed 
origin. It belongs to the diocese of Scutari.  

We n ow left th e Ma lts ia e m a dh e grou p a n d th e 
diocese of Scutari for Pulati.    

Notes:  
[Page 106]  
1 An d s h or t ly a fter Ea s ter th e r is in g in Con s ta n t in op le took 

place.    

CHAPTER V 
PULATI GHOANNI, PLANI, THETHI  

PULATI is d ivided in to Upper a n d Lower Pu la t i. It is 
n ot on e t r ibe, bu t a la rge grou p of t r ibes u n der on e 
Bis h op . Lower Pu la t i con s is ts of fou r t r ibes , Gh oa n n i, 
Pla n i, Kir i, a n d Mgu la , ea ch of on e ba r ia k . Upper Pu la t i 
con s is ts of th e la rge t r ibes , Sh a la , Sh os h i, Mer tu r i, 
Top la n a , a n d Nika j. Th es e form a ls o pa r t of th e grou p 
ca lled Du ka gh in i, th e d is t r ict th a t wa s ru led by Lek , a n d 
they cling tenaciously to his law.  

Pu la t i s eem s to be m a in ly a n eccles ia s t ica l d ivis ion
th e Pola t m a jor a n d m in or des cr ibed by th e Fren ch p r ies t 
in the fourteenth century.  

Th e ta le th a t th e n a m e der ives from a m a n wh o 
pos s es s ed n oth in g bu t on e h en (pu lé ) is s ca rcely wor th 
repeating.  

Th e Pu la t i peop le d iffer con s idera b ly from th os e of 
Ma lts ia e m a dh e, pa r t ly beca u s e th ey a re even les s in 
tou ch with th e ou ter wor ld ; pa r t ly, u n dou b ted ly, beca u s e 
of some difference in blood.  



As a wh ole, th e ph ys ica l type is n ot s o fin e in Pu la t i. 
Th e b ig, fa ir , grey-eyed m a n is les s com m on th e s m a ll, 
da rk , rou n d-h ea ded type very frequ en t . Cos tu m e, 
es pecia lly th a t of th e wom en , d iffers m u ch . Cu s tom 
differs also. But it is always possible that Maltsia e madhe 
has grown out of customs still existing in Pulati.  

Th e p r ies t of Rioli s en t a wom a n with u s a s gu ide, n o 
m a n bein g h a n dy. In t im es of b lood between two t r ibes , a 
woman guide is far safer. In this case it was peace.  

Th e m ou n ta in r idge th a t h ere form s th e fron t ier of 
Pu la t i ros e like a wa ll. Even th e pa s s Ch a fa Bis ka s it
looked u n pa s s a b le from below. Th e t ra ck is very rou gh , 
loos e s ton es a n d la rge rocks , n ea r ly a ll u n r idea b le. Th e 
h ea t wa s in ten s e, th e a ir h ea vy a n d th u n derou s . Bu t for 
th e s h a de of th e woods th a t cloth e th e h eigh ts I cou ld n ot 
h a ve got u p . Th e two m en s wea ted freely; th e you n g 
woman, used to crossing such tracks with 40 or 50 lbs. of 
maize on her back, never "turned a hair."  

Som e peop le fin d m ou n ta in a ir exh ila ra t in g. I a m 
on ly con s ciou s of th e la ck of oxygen , a n d clim b with th e 
s a d cer ta in ty th a t th e h igh er I go th e les s th ere will be. 
What is a pleasant exercise at sea-level is a painful toil on 
the heights when gasping like a landed fish.  

The way to Paradise is hard, says Marko.  
Th e top of Ch a fa Bis ka s it is a bou t 4500 feet . Th en 

ca m e th e joy of th e des cen t . Below la y th e va lley of th e 
Kir i, in wh ich live th e fou r t r ibes of Lower Pu la t i. Th e 
fa r th er s ide of th e va lley, th e grea t ra n ge of m ou n ta in s 
th a t is th e wa ters h ed of th e Kir i a n d th e Lu m i Sh a lit , 
forms the frontier of the tribes of Shala-Shoshi.  

Tr ibe fron t iers h a ve n ever yet been m a pped . Th ey a re 
very well kn own to th e peop le, wh o poin t ou t s om e t ree or 
ston e a s on e cros s es th e lin e. I a m n ot a b le to do m ore 
than roughly indicate their position.  

We ca m e la te to Gh oa n n i, th ou gh th e d is ta n ce wa s 
lit t le. Th e t ra ck wa s b roken a wa y; th e h ors es h a d to s lide 
down wh a t looked like a n im pos s ib le s lope, with a m a n 
han gin g on to th e h ea d a n d ta il of ea ch to b rea k th e 
s peed , a n d we m a de a lon g circu it . Wh en we ca m e fin a lly 
to th e Pa la ce of th e Bis h op of Pu la t i a ra m s h a ck le lit t le 
p la ce in n a t ive s tyle, with a cra zy wooden ba lcon y his 
Gra ce wa s h a vin g a n a ftern oon s ies ta . To m y h orror h e 
wa s wa ked u p to receive m e, bu t s u ch wa s h is Ch r is t ia n 
spirit that he took me in and fed me.  



 

WOMEN OF SHALA (COSTUME COMMON TO PULATI).  

Th e Pa la ce is s n u gly s towed a m on g t rees , a n d 
ru n n in g wa ter in p len ty flows h a rd by. It is ch a ra cter is t ic 
of th e la n d th a t n o decen t pa th lea ds to it . I la y a n d 
lou n ged in th e m ea dow a t th e s ide. Th e a ir wa s lea den -
h ea vy, th ere were lord ly ch es tn u t t rees n ea r , a n d a 
d rows y h u m m in g of bees . All th e wor ld s eem ed dozin g. 
Th e pea ce wa s b roken s u dden ly by two gu n s h ots th a t 
th u dded du lly down in th e va lley th en two m ore and 
silence.  

"What is that?" I asked, mildly interested.  
"A wedd in g, p roba b ly," s a id Ma rko. "It is Mon da y the 

marrying day with us."  
We s t rolled from th e field , a n d s cra m bled a lon g th e 

h ills ide towa rds a grou p of cot ta ges . Th e fir s t wom a n we 
m et a s ked u s in to h ers a t on ce a m os t m is era b le h ovel, 
win dowles s , p itch -da rk in th e corn ers ; a s h eep wa s 
pen n ed in on e a n d a p ig wa n dered loos e. Sh e bega n to 
b low u p th e a s h es a n d m a ke coffee. Life wa s h a rd , s h e 
said m a ize d rea d fu lly dea r . You h a d to d r ive ten k ids a ll 
th e wa y to Scu ta r i a n d s ell th em to get a s m u ch m a ize a s 
you cou ld ca r ry ba ck . Sh ou ts ra n g u p th e va lley; a la d 
da s h ed in with th e n ews . Th e s h ots we h ea rd h a d ca r r ied 
dea th . At a s pot ju s t over a n h ou r a wa y a n u n h a ppy lit t le 
boy, u n a rm ed a n d bu t eigh t yea rs old , h a d been s h ot for 
b lood , wh ile wa tch in g h is fa th er 's s h eep on th e h ills ide, 
by a Shoshi man.  

The Shoshi man had quarrelled some time ago with a 
Gh oa n n i m a n , wh o in th e en d h a d s n a tch ed a bu rn in g 
b ra n d from th e h ea r th a n d th rown it a t h im . A b low is a n 



u n pa rdon a b le in s u lt . Th e Sh os h i m a n dem a n ded b lood 
and refused to swear besa.  

He h a d n ow wa s h ed h is h on ou r in th e b lood of a 
h elp les s vict im , wh os e on ly cr im e wa s th a t h e belon ged to 
the same tribe as the offender.  

Th e ch ild wa s th e elder of two. Th e fa th er , very poor 
a n d a cr ipp le, h a d gon e to Scu ta r i to s eek work . Gh oa n n i 
wa s filled with ra ge. Th a t Sh os h i h a d th e r igh t to ta ke 
b lood of a n y m a n of th e t r ibe th ey freely a dm it ted , bu t to 
kill a child was dishonourable. They would not do it.  

I d is cu s s ed th is ca s e in m a n y p la ces a fterwa rds . 
Feelin g on th e wh ole wa s a ga in s t it . Ma n y wh o th ou gh t 
th e la w a ctu a lly ju s t ified it con s idered it a d ir ty t r ick . 
Oth ers h eld th a t m a le b lood of th e t r ibe (th is is th e old 
u s a ge) is wh a t is requ ired , a n d in wh os e vein s it ru n s is a 
m a t ter of n o m om en t it is th e t r ibe th a t m u s t be 
pu n is h ed . Even a n in fa n t in th e cra d le h a s been 
sacrificed in obedience to the primitive law.  

By recen t legis la t ion s om e t r ibes n ow res t r ict b lood-
gu ilt in es s to th e a ctu a l offen der (a s in Mird ita ) or h is 
house (as Shala). A Shala man said the Ghoanni case was 
a ba d on e. He would not like to have to kill a child, but "if 
it is th e la w to k ill on e of th e s a m e h ou s e, a n d th e 
m u rderer h a s fled a n d left n o m a le bu t a ch ild , th en you 
must. It is a pity, but it is the law."  

Cou ld h e n ot wa it th e retu rn of th e offen der , or t ill 
the child was of age to bear arms? "No; you could not wait 
beca u s e of you r h on ou r . On ly b lood ca n clea n it ." I 
s u gges ted it wa s th e h on ou r of th e wolf to th e la m b , 
wh ich s u rp r is ed h im , bu t h e s tu ck to h is poin t . "Till you 
h a d ta ken b lood every on e wou ld ta lk a bou t you . You 
cou ld n ot live like th a t ." Mrs . Gru n dy is a ll powerfu l even 
in Albania!  

A m a n m a y be s h ot for b lood th ou gh ign ora n t th a t 
h is t r ibe owes it . Wh en work in g els ewh ere h e will often 
a lter h is cos tu m e th a t th e d is t r ict h e h a ils from m a y n ot 
be recogn is ed a t s igh t , les t h e h a ve to pa y for a cr im e of 
which he has not yet heard. Blood seekers, suspecting the 
or igin of s u ch a m a n , will ch a llen ge h im , "Wh en ce a r t 
th ou ?" It is n ot et iqu et te to lie. Moreover , to p rocla im a 
fa ls e or igin , if ign ora n t of th e la tes t b lood feu ds , m igh t 
equally make him liable for blood. He may reply:  

"From wherever you like."  
"What is your name?"  



"I wa s ba p t ized on ce," a n d s o for th . An s wers of th is 
type a re given by m en on th eir wa y h om e a fter a lon g 
absence, if unaware of the local political situation.  

On e m u s t n ot t res pa s s on a n y on e's h os p ita lity, 
m u ch les s on th a t of a Bis h op . At 6 A.M. n ext da y m y 
h ors es were rea dy. Th e Bis h op a s s u red m e th a t th e t ra ck 
wa s excellen t to Pla n i, a n d jocu la r ly p rom is ed to ca ll on 
me "next time he came to London."  

As we s ta r ted , th e m ou n ta in s ra n g with th e s h ou ts 
that summoned the tribe to the funeral of the slaughtered 
ch ild . Th is , ou r gu ide rem a rked , wou ld com plete th e ru in 
of th e fa m ily. Hon ou r com pelled it to s u pp ly m ea t a n d 
d r in k to a ll com ers . Som e d is t r icts , Th eth i, for exa m ple, 
h a ve m a de a la w to res t r ict th e n u m ber of s u ch gu es ts to 
near relatives, and so limit expenses.  

Th e Bis h op 's idea of a n excellen t t ra ck m u s t h a ve 
been th e s t ra it a n d n a rrow wa y. It wa s execra b le. With 
grea t d ifficu lty were th e h ors es d ra gged a lon g. We 
s cra m bled a n d s id led on foot a lon g n a rrow ledges or 
crumbly shale that breaks and goes rattling down into the 
valley below. Shade there was none, nor any breath of air. 
I have no idea what the scenery was, as I saw nothing but 
th e n ext pos s ib le footh old in a d izzy reel of a lm os t 
intolerable heat, keeping well ahead of the horses, as they 
a lwa ys b rea k off lu m ps of th e t ra ck with th eir la s t h in d -
leg.  

Not lon g a go th es e h ills were well wooded , bu t h ere, 
a s in m a n y d is t r icts , every on e cu ts a n d n o on e p la n ts , 
a n d th e loos e s oil is d is in tegra t in g with a la rm in g s peed . 
Each rainy season the water tears down the earth in tons, 
wh ir lin g a ll a wa y to s ilt u p th e Boja n a a n d bu ild a ba r 
a cros s it s m ou th . Block in g its own exit to th e s ea , th e 
wa ter s p rea ds a n d fes ters , fever-s t r icken , over th e p la in , 
lea vin g des ola t ion beh in d it in th e m ou n ta in s . Th e la n d 
m elts ra p id ly before th e eyes of th e poor peop le, wh o 
lament and say that the Government ought to build walls, 
bu t ca n n ot u n ders ta n d th a t th ey m u s t cu t ca refu lly a n d 
replant.  

In th e few foreign s ch ools th a t exis t in Scu ta r i, "book 
la rn in g" a n d n oth in g p ra ct ica l is ta u gh t . Th e pu p ils a re 
filled with th e wis h to ob ta in a clerks h ip a b roa d ra th er 
than the knowledge of how to develop their own land.  

We rea ch ed Pla n i a t m idda y; it lies a t th e h ea d of th e 
va lley of th e Kir i. Th e ch u rch s ta n ds in a m os t ch a rm in g 
s pot . A s m a ll ca ta cra ct lea ps down from h igh a bove, 



through a wooded gorge a bower of coolness and greenery 
after the roasting track.  

Pla n i, a t r ibe of on e ba r ia k , t ra ces or igin from th ree 
s tocks wh ich a re in term a rr ia gea b le. On e h a les from 
Kilm en i. Fifty yea rs a go, peop le s a y, th ey d res s ed like 
Mirdites; but I heard no tale of relationship with them.  

Pla n i owed very lit t le b lood with in th e t r ibe, bu t wa s 
in blood with several neighbour tribes.  

Wh en a feu d is recon ciled in Pla n i (a n d s om e oth er 
d is t r icts I believe), a wom a n b r in gs a n in fa n t in a cra d le 
a n d tu rn s it u ps ide down between th e foes , tu rn in g th e 
ch ild ou t on th e grou n d . As it is a lwa ys t ied down t igh t ly 
by th e cra d le cover ; it ca n be gen t ly relea s ed the 
ceremony is not so violent as it sounds.  

Th ere a re a good m a n y cerem on ies a bou t th e la yin g 
of blood to be learnt.  

Th e depu ty Ba r ia k ta r welcom ed m e to h is h om e a 
house of th ir ty m em bers . He s poke s t ron gly a ga in s t b lood 
feu ds , h a vin g los t fa th er , b roth er , a n d s on , a ll in th e 
s a m e on e. Th rea ten ed with ru in if it con t in u ed , h e h a d 
pa id b lood gelt , 300 gu lden s in a ll, a n d n ow wa s doin g 
well.  

Pla n i, like Hot i, h a s a celeb ra ted s u rgeon . Un lu ck ily 
h e wa s a bs en t . Dis ea s es of th e eye were h is s pecia lty. For 
in fla m ed eyes I wa s told th e followin g is in fa llib le: th e 
ju ice of Wa ll Pellitory m ixed with a lit t le s a lt . Th ree d rops 
in the eye twice a day is the dose.  

A proverb says: "Each disease has its herb."  
A popu la r d res s in g for cu ts a n d wou n ds is th e 

com m on St . J oh n 's Wort (Hyper icu m perfora tu m ) well 
pou n ded a n d pu t in to a bot t le of olive oil. Th is m u s t be 
p la ced in th e s u n for s evera l da ys , a n d is th en fit for u s e. 
It h a s s u ch a repu ta t ion for h ea lin g th a t I th in k it m u s t 
have some antiseptic property.  

A rem edy for ja u n d ice, a com m on com pla in t in th e 
mountains, is: catch a little fish, put it in a basin of water 
and stare at it steadily as it swims round. After a few days 
the yellow goes out of your eyes and into the fish, and you 
are cured.  

A won drou s p la n t is th a t wh ich b rea ks s ton e a n d 
iron . Sh ou ld a h obb led h ors e, ou t gra zin g, tou ch it with 
th e h obb le th e iron flies a s u n der . Va lu a b le h ors es h a ve 
often th u s been los t . Non e kn ows wh ere th e p la n t grows 
but the tortoise.  



Wh en you fin d , a s is n ot in frequ en t , s om e tor tois e's 
eggs , you m u s t bu ild a lit t le wa ll rou n d th em of s ton es . 
Th en h ide a n d a wa it th e m oth er tor tois e. Sh e will be very 
a n gry a n d s t r ive to bu t t down th e wa ll with h er h ea d , les t 
her children should hatch inside it and be starved. Failing 
to bu t t it down s h e will go a n d fetch a lea f of th e p la n t , 
touch the wall with it, and at once down goes the wall!  

You ca n th en ta ke th e lea f from h er , a n d u s e it for 
bu rgla ry a n d oth er h ou s eh old pu rpos es . Wh ere s h e fin ds 
it none knows, and she will not fetch it if followed.  

Tor tois es s wa rm in Alba n ia odd ly fa s cin a t in g bea s ts 
th a t ba s k in th e s u n a n d peer a t you with lit t le bea dy 
eyes , or wa lk a lon g s eren ely, cra n in g th eir wr in kled necks 
a n d b rows in g with delibera te b ites off th e lea ves th ey 
fa n cy; s a d th in gs a re th ey in a s p rou t in g m a ize or bea n 
field . It is n ot s u rp r is in g th a t th eir grotes qu e form h a s 
inspired a folk-tale: How the Tortoise got its Shell.  

Wh en Ch r is t wa s cru cified a ll th e bea s ts h a s ten ed to 
con dole with th e Virgin Ma ry. Th e poor lit t le tor tois e wa s 
deep ly gr ieved , a n d d id n ot kn ow h ow to s h ow h is gr ief; 
s o, on th e wa y, h e b it off a la rge lea f a n d covered h im s elf 
u p . Wh en th e Virgin s a w h im com in g a lon g with on ly h is 
lit t le h ea d s t ick in g ou t , h e looked s o fu n n y th a t s h e cou ld 
n ot h elp la u gh in g a lou d in s p ite of th e pa in fu l 
circu m s ta n ces . An d th e tor tois e h a s been covered u p ever 
since.  

Plani knows many strange things. There is a group of 
h ou s es n ot fa r from th e ch u rch , wh ich h a s h a d a cu rs e 
upon it for many years, so that the families never increase 
in n u m ber . I vis ited on e s m a ll h ou s e; it con ta in ed 
eigh teen peop le, s o perh a ps th e fa ilu re to in crea s e is 
rather a blessing than a curse.  

Ta lk ra n on th e ch ytet (for t res s ), very a n cien t who 
kn ows , perh a ps , a th ou s a n d yea rs . Wa s it fa r? I a s ked , 
for I wa s t ired . "Oh , n o," s a id th e Fra n cis ca n , "we ca n go 
and come back easily in an hour."  

We s ta r ted ; th e t ra ck degen era ted in to a n a r row 
ledge cra wlin g a lon g th e s ide of th e m ou n ta in , betwixt 
h ea ven a bove a n d th e r iver below; a n d a t th e fin is h , th e 
spur of the hill, there was a rocky pinnacle to climb.  

An extra ord in a r ily wild s pot . Th e s h a rp pea k ros e 
h igh , with a deep va lley on th ree s ides of it . In th e ga p 
between it a n d th e ra n ge of wh ich it wa s th e fin a l poin t 
a re t ra ces of th e ch ytet ; th e rem a in s of th ree wells , n ow 
choked with stones. Part of the rock face is roughly hewn, 



and a few small ledges are cut in it. A rudely-built bastion 
overhangs the precipice.  

"No, we m u s t go to th e top ," s a id th e wiry lit t le 
Fra n cis ca n , wh o s k ipped from rock to rock like a 
ch a m ois . I wa s n ot s h od for clim b in g; h a vin g been 
p rom is ed a n h ou r 's s t roll, a n d wore a lon g s k ir t . "Th e 
wa y," s a id th e Fra n cis ca n , a fter a va in a t tem pt a t th e 
n ea r s ide, "is bes t on th e p recip ice s ide." Ma rko d id n ot 
like th e idea a t a ll; h owever , we cra wled rou n d a n d 
s ta r ted . Th e u p r igh t b locks of rock were a ll too b ig for m y 
s t r ide, bu t th ere were bu s h es between , by wh ich to pu ll 
u p , a n d th ere wa s s om eth in g like a th ou s a n d feet below, 
s t ra igh t down , to fa ll. Lu ck ily I a m n ever giddy, or I 
s h ou ld h a ve gon e overboa rd yea rs a go. In th e Ba lka n 
pen in s u la gidd in es s is u n kn own , a n d peop le s ta r t you 
along any ledge at height cheerily and recklessly.  

Half-wa y u p , th e h ea t bein g a ppa llin g, it occu rred to 
me to ask if there was much of the chytet to be seen when 
we d id get u p . Hea r in g th a t th ere wa s n on e, a n d th a t we 
were goin g u p m erely for th e s a ke of goin g u p , I cr ied off, 
to th e d is a ppoin tm en t of th e wild -goa t Fra n cis ca n . It wa s 
a ga m e n ot wor th th e ca n d le. Ma rko th a n ked God 
fervently when I was no longer overhanging space. He had 
s worn to b r in g m e h om e a live, a n d h a d been grea t ly 
uneasy.  

The fortress was most probably a Venetian outpost to 
guard Drishti from the attacks of up-country tribesmen. A 
bron ze ca n n on wa s fou n d a good m a n y yea rs a go bu r ied 
in th e m ou n ta in -s ide below, bu t wa s ta ken a wa y by a n 
officer and some soldiers.  

Pla n i h a s lit t le corn la n d , a n d h a s to bu y. Som e m en 
a n d very m a n y wom en were toilin g in lon g wea ry s t r in gs 
over Sh a la to Gu s in je, clim b in g two h igh pa s s es a 
fr igh tfu lly s evere two da ys ' m a rch m a ize bein g ch ea per 
th ere th a n a t Scu ta r i. Th e retu rn jou rn ey of wretch ed 
beings, staggering under loads of 60 or 70 lbs., is horrible 
to s ee. Th e cords th a t b in d on th e bu rden often cu t r igh t 
into the shoulder. The maize lasts little more than a week, 
a n d th e wea ry jou rn ey begin s a ga in . Sm a ll won der th a t 
th e toil-b roken peop le begged th a t th e Powers wou ld 
enforce the making of a railway to Scutari.  

Tim e wa s flyin g. I wa n ted to s ee a ll High Alba n ia . It 
wa s t im e to m ove on . Th e k ir ijee th en s a id h e h a d a ba d 
foot a n d wa s t ired of th e jou rn ey, s o th e Pa dre k in d ly len t 
m e h is own m a n to ta ke m e to Th eth i. We h a d a s econ d 



a s es cor t . Th e wa y, s a id th e Pa dre, wa s good , bu t a fter 
s it t in g m y reelin g, s t ru gglin g bea s t for s om e ten m in u tes 
over la rge rocks , to s h r ieks of "J es u s , Ma r ia , J os eph !" 
wh ich were s u ppos ed to en cou ra ge it , I d is m ou n ted , a n d 
was in for another roasting tramp.  

Th e ever-r is in g t ra ck s wu n g rou n d th e h ea d of th e 
va lley, a bove th e s ou rce of th e Kir i, a n d over th e Ch a fa 
Ba s h it (s om e 4000 feet), in to Sh a la . On ce u p a n d over , a ll 
Sh a la la y before u s a n d below u s , a lon g, lorn wa ll of 
huge, jagged mountains, still snow-capped, with the Lumi 
Shalit flowing in the valley at their feet.  

I da res a y you h a ve n ever h ea rd of Sh a la . I h a ve 
looked towa rds Sh a la a n d th e beyon d for yea rs th e wild 
heart of a wild land.  

Do you kn ow th e ch a rm of s u ch a la n d? It h a s th e 
ch a rm of ch ildh ood . It h a s in fin ite pos s ib ilit ies if it wou ld 
but grow up the right way. It has crimes and vices; I know 
th em a ll (th a t is to s a y, I t ru s t th ere a re n ot a n y m ore). 
Bu t it h a s p r im it ive vir tu es , with ou t m a n y of th e 
m ea n n es s es of wh a t is ca lled civilis a t ion . It is 
u n corru p ted by lu xu ry. It is cru el bu t s o is Na tu re. It is 
gen erou s a s a ch ild th a t gives you its s weets . It ca n be 
t ru s t in g a n d fa ith fu l. An d it p la ys its own m ys ter iou s 
games, that no grown-ups can hope to understand.  

I h u rr ied forwa rd . Th ere wa s gra s s u n derfoot , a n d
always a joy we were to go down-hill for hours and hours. 
Ou r two m en were n ot s o in s p ired . Th ey s a id th ey wis h ed 
to call on a friend, and left us under a tree with a Martini, 
s a yin g th a t a n y on e wh o pa s s ed wou ld recogn is e th e 
wea pon (decked with s ilver fila gree), a n d con s ider u s 
properly introduced.  

An d s u re en ou gh th e fir s t -com ers recogn is ed it a t 
on ce, a n d were m os t fr ien d ly. Th e glee with wh ich th ey 
lea rn t h ow m a n y b roth ers I pos s es s m a rr ied or s in gle, 
h ow old &c., th eir p res s in g in vita t ion s th a t we wou ld a t 
lea s t com e a n d h a ve a cu p of coffee or ra k ia , or s ta y th e 
n igh t a t a n y of th eir res pect ive h ou s es a n d a ccep t "b rea d , 
s a lt a n d m y h ea r t ," wh iled a wa y th e t im e p lea s a n t ly t ill 
our two men returned.  

We des cen ded to th e r iver 's ba n k by Gim a j, a villa ge 
of Sh a la , a n d followed u p th e va lley. Th e r iver beca m e a 
tor ren t , lea p in g from rock to rock th e p in e-clad 
m ou n ta in s towered on eith er h a n d , a n d th e h ou s es were 
all kulas tall stone towers, loopholed for rifles.  



A fin a l a s cen t b rou gh t u s to th e p la in of Th eth i, a 
grandly wild s pot wh ere th e va lley open s ou t . Th e grou n d 
is cu lt iva ted , a n d well wa tered by cu n n in g lit t le ca n a ls . 
Grea t is ola ted bou lders a re s ca t tered over it , on wh ich 
stand kulas.  

Th e eyes , s om e on e h a s s a id , a re th e win dows of th e 
s ou l. In extrem e wra th , a t figh t in g-poin t , wh en a m a n 
goes wh ite a n d s t r ikes , th e pu p ils of h is eyes con tra ct to 
b la ck s pecks . So do th e b la n k , win dowles s wa lls of th e 
kulas, with their tiny loopholes, stand ever threatening.  

I th in k n o p la ce wh ere h u m a n bein gs live h a s given 
m e s u ch a n im pres s ion of m a jes t ic is ola t ion from a ll th e 
wor ld . It is a s pot wh ere th e cen tu r ies s h r ivel; th e r iver 
m igh t be th e wor ld 's well-s p r in g, it s ba n ks th e fit h om e of 
elemental instincts passions that are red and rapid.  

A grea t s qu a re-topped cliff on th e left wa s covered 
with b roken fir t ru n ks , torn down by a h ea vy s n ow-slide 
in th e win ter . Blea ch ed a n d wh ite in th e s u n , th ey la y 
s ca t tered like th e bon es of th e dea d . Oth ers s tood erect 
a n d ga u n t . "It is th e a lta r of God , with ca n d les u pon it !" 
cried one of the men who was with me.  

At th e very en d of th e va lley r is es th e ra n ge of 
mountains called the Prokletija (the Accursed Mountains), 
s o n a m ed , I wa s told in Sh a la a n d Lower Pu la t i, beca u s e 
it wa s over th em th a t th e Tu rk ca m e in to High Alba n ia . 
Other rou tes s eem m ore pos s ib le; bu t for m y own pa r t I 
believe in loca l t ra d it ion . An d th e b it ter t ru th rem a in s 
th a t over a ll th e la n d is s t ill th e cu rs e of Tu rk is h 
influence.  

Th eth i is a ba r ia k of Sh a la . Th e ch u rch a n d ch u rch -
h ou s e of Th eth i s ta n d in th e m ids t of th e p la in a s olid , 
shingle-roofed bu ild in g, with a bell tower . It is la rgely du e 
to th e pers on a l in flu en ce of th e you n g Fra n cis ca n in 
ch a rge th a t Th eth i is a lm os t free from b lood . In ra th er 
more than four years but two cases have occurred.  

We arrived at a moment of wild excitement; crowds of 
m ou n ta in m en h u rryin g u p , s h ou t in g, yellin g, ta lk in g a t 
th e fu ll p itch of th eir th roa ts a regu la r h u rry-s cu rry, with 
th e lit t le Fra n cis ca n bu zzin g a bou t , com m a n d in g, 
en trea t in g, ges t icu la t in g, a t on ce. All th e h ea ds of Sh a la 
were m et m e ba n m ed jlis s (to h old a pa r lia m en t), n ea r ly a 
h u n dred of th em . Th ey crowded in to a la rge em pty room 
on th e grou n d floor . Th e Pres iden t of Cou n cil h ere is 
elected by th e peop le (th e h ered ita ry Ba r ia k ta r in Th eth i 
h a s n o r igh ts a s h ea d excep t in ba t t le; th is s ys tem is 



spreading) a b ig da rk m a n , n ot a t a ll p repos s es s in g, wh o 
looked a n u gly cu s tom er to ta ck le. Th e win dow wa s iron -
ba rred ; a wom a n ou ts ide, h er fa ce p res s ed clos e to th e 
gra t in g, lis ten ed ea ger ly. It wa s a m os t im por ta n t m eeting 
on h om e a n d foreign a ffa irs . Th e n ois e wa s ter r ific, a n d 
dea fen ed u s even in th e room a bove. Th e Pa dre ca m e 
pa n t in g u ps ta irs with h is a rm s fu ll of p is tols , flin t locks 
h ea vily m ou n ted in s ilver . "Th a n k God , I got th es e from 
th em !" h e s a id , a s h e s towed th em in th e cu pboa rd with 
th e cu ps a n d p la tes ; "th ey a re d rea d fu lly excited to-day!" 
Th e room wa s a lrea dy s ta cked with Ma r t in is , depos ited in 
s ign of good fa ith . Th e qu es t ion u n der deba te wa s pea ce 
or war.  

Sh a la a n d th e oth er Ch r is t ia n t r ibes th a t border on 
Mos lem on es a re a lwa ys m a k in g a n d repellin g ra ids . 
Recen t ly th e pos it ion h a d becom e a cu te. In th e p reviou s 
a u tu m n th e Mos lem s n ea r Dja kova ca p tu red a n d 
im pr is on ed a Fra n cis ca n for m a n y weeks . At th e s a m e 
t im e th e wh ole of th e Mos lem tr ibes were m ys ter iously 
s u pp lied with Ma u s ers a n d qu a n t it ies of a m m u n it ion , it 
wa s s a id by th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t . Exu lta n t a n d 
boa s t in g, th e Mos lem s h a d ju s t s en t in a n u lt im a tu m to 
th e Ch r is t ia n s th a t a ll wh o h a d n ot tu rn ed Mos lem by 
Ra m a za n wou ld be m a s s a cred . Kra s n ich , th e n ext-door 
Mos lem tr ibe, boa s ted 350 Ma u s ers , Ga s i 300 , a n d 
Vu th a j 80 : Ch r is t ia n Sh a la bu t s om e s ix or eigh t , a n d 
these only smuggled in with difficulty.  

Never th eles s , filled with ra ge, Sh a la s wore bes a of 
pea ce with its Ch r is t ia n n eigh bou rs , Sh os h i a n d Mer tu r i, 
a n d pa s s ed a res olu t ion to wa rn th e Vu th a j a n d Gu s in je 
Mos lem s th a t in s even da ys from receivin g n ot ice, Sh a la -
Sh os h i a n d Mer tu r i wou ld be on a wa r foot in g with th em . 
Th e decis ion wa s a r r ived a t in a wild cla m ou r , a n d th e 
Fra n cis ca n fetch ed to record it ; wh ich h e d id , wh en h e 
h a d va in ly ta lked h im s elf t ired in fa vou r of pea ce. Th e 
loca l p r ies t , bein g th e on ly m a n wh o ca n write, a lwa ys 
h a s to a ct a s Ch ief Secreta ry for Sta te a t a m ed jlis s , a n d 
m u s t wr ite it s decis ion wh eth er h e a pprove or n ot , a n d 
preserve the document for future reference.  

Th e exh a u s ted a n d excited m ed jlis s th en s ta r ted 
a ga in on loca l gra zin g r igh ts , a n d fin a lly b roke u p 
s h ou t in g, h a vin g decided n oth in g fu r th er . Th e wa ry 
Fra n cis ca n reta in ed th e p is tols of th e five m os t in flu en t ia l 
men till the morrow, when all was to be concluded.  



Th e m ed jlis s m et ea r ly n ext m orn in g, a n d th is t im e 
in a grea t circle ou t of doors . I m ea n t to ph otogra ph it , 
bu t wa s d ra gged a wa y by Ma rko a n d th e Fra n cis ca n a n d 
s en t in doors , a s th ey fea red fir in g a t a n y m in u te. Fou r of 
th e five ch ief "h ea ds " h a d a greed th e da y before to th e 
decis ion of th e m a jor ity. Th e fifth s tood ou t fu r iou s a n d 
vowed n eith er h e n or h is m eh a la wou ld a ccep t it . As h e 
wa s h ea d of fou r teen h ou s es a n d ru led s ixty-four 
in d ividu a ls , h is a greem en t wa s n eces s a ry to a n y gra zin g 
r igh t ch a n ges . After a m os t s torm y h ou r or two on th e 
per ilou s b r in k of b lood , h e wa s ta lked rou n d . Th e m otion 
wa s ca r r ied , a n d th e h ea ds ca m e u ps ta irs for th eir 
pistols, but the affair had been touch-and-go.  

"I a m a fra id th ey fin d it d rea d fu lly bor in g," s a id th e 
Franciscan. "They say no one has been shot for two whole 
yea rs ! We n ea r ly h a d a row a t a m ed jlis s a lit t le wh ile 
ago (th a t wa s wh y I got th e five ch ief p is tols th is t im e) I 
heard a fearful noise, and as I ran out a lot of them all got 
u p in to a bu n ch like bees , a n d ra is ed th eir r ifles . Th ey 
were ju s t goin g to fire. Th ey wou ld n ot lis ten to m e. I 
ru s h ed in to th e ch u rch a n d ra n g th e bell a s h a rd a s I 
cou ld . It h a d a s p len d id effect . As s oon a s th ey h ea rd th e 
bell, from h a b it th ey a ll s h oved th eir p is tols in th eir belts 
a n d took th eir gu n s in th eir left h a n ds , a n d bega n to 
cros s th em s elves . No on e kn ew wh a t h a d h a ppen ed . Th ey 
pou red in to th e ch u rch to s ee. By th e t im e we ca m e ou t 
again and had had a talk they were quieted."  

Su ch wa s m y com in g to Th eta . I s ta yed s om e t im e, 
and came back to it, and hope to go again.  

Sh a la , Sh os h i, a n d Mird ita , s a ys t ra d it ion , des cen d 
from th ree b roth ers , wh o ca m e from Ra s h ia to es ca pe 
Tu rk is h oppres s ion , s h or t ly a fter th a t d is t r ict was 
occupied by the Turks.  

On e of th e b reth ren pos s es s ed a s a dd le (s h a la ); th e 
s econ d a win n owin g s ieve (s h os h ); th e th ird h a d n oth in g, 
s o h e s a id "good-da y" (m ir d it ) a n d with d rew. Th e ta le a s 
it s ta n ds is dou b t les s fa bu lou s , bu t th e fa ct th a t to th is 
da y Mird ita does n ot in term a rry with eith er Sh a la or 
Sh os h i is , to m y m in d , con clu s ive p roof of or igin a l clos e 
consanguinity.  

Wh en Sh a la a n d Sh os h i s et t led , th ey fou n d 
in h a b ita n ts a lrea dy in th e la n d , wh o, th ey tell, were s m a ll 
and dark. In Shala, eight families are still recognised as of 
th is oth er b lood . Th e res t , a very la rge n u m ber , m igra ted 
"a lon g t im e a go" (p roba b ly wh en th e Serbs eva cu a ted th e 



d is t r ict ), to Dech a n i a n d its n eigh bou rh ood , a n d a re n ow 
all Moslem.  

I rem em ber in 1903 , wh en a t Dech a n i, bein g m u ch 
struck with the small, dark-eyed Albanians there, for then 
I was familiar only with the fair, grey-eyed type.  

As th e Tu rks overca m e Ra s h ia ea r lier th a n th ey d id 
Bos n ia , it is likely th a t th e em igra t ion of Sh a la -Shoshi's 
forefa th ers from Ra s h ia wa s ea r lier th a n th e Bos n ia n 
migrations into Maltsia e madhe, already noted.  

It m a y even h a ve been a t th e en d of th e fou r teen th or 
beginning of the fifteenth century. Local tradition in Shala 
tells th a t th ree h u n dred a n d s even ty-s ix yea rs a go (i.e. in 
1532) th e ba r ia k of Sh a la h a d s u fficien t ly in crea s ed in 
n u m bers to be d ivided in to th ree m a in "h ou s es " Petsaj, 
Loth a j, a n d Leka j wh ich , a s s epa ra te ba r ia ks , s t ill exis t . 
Th is is eviden ce th a t a t th a t da te th ey m u s t h a ve been 
s et t led for s om e t im e. Loth a j a n d Leka j h a ve recen t ly 
decided th a t th ey a re s u fficien t ly fa r rem oved to be 
in term a rr ia gea b le. Bu t Pets a j s t ill refu s es on th e grou n d 
of consanguinity.  

The bariak of Thethi consists of 180 houses, of which 
80 form th e villa ge of Okolo a t th e extrem e en d of the 
valley.  

Th eth i ca n , a n d does , grow en ou gh corn for it s own 
s u ppor t , a n d h a s pa s s ed a la w s t r ict ly forb idd in g th e 
export of any, as has all Shala. The only near corn-supply 
is the Moslem Gusinje, and in case of that being cut off by 
"b lood" or wa r , th ere is n o n ea rer s u pp ly th a n Scu ta r i, a 
dear and distant market.  

Life a t Th eth i wa s of a bs orb in g in teres t . I forgot a ll 
a bou t th e res t of th e wor ld , a n d h a vin g pa id off a n d 
d is m is s ed th e k ir ijee a n d h ors es , th ere s eem ed n o rea s on 
why I should ever return.  

It wa s th e t im e of p lou gh in g a n d h a rrowin g. Th e 
h a rrow is a la rge bu n d le of b ru s h wood , on wh ich s om e 
one squats to weight it down.  

All da y lon g folk ca m e a n d h olloa ed u n der th e 
win dow, "Oy Pa dre," a n d received s p ir itu a l con s ola t ion , or 
dos es of Eps om s a lts . Often th ey ca m e m erely to s ee m e, 
in which case their curiosity was satisfied.  

Th e rela t ion s of a pa r is h to it s p r ies t a re a m u s in g. 
Th ey refu s e to ca ll h im by h is n a m e, if th ey do n ot like it ; 
h old a m ed jlis s , a n d s olem n ly decide on a bet ter on e, by 
which he is henceforth known. I came across no less than 
four of the mountain priests thus renamed.  



Nu m bers of s ick ca m e for h elp . In s p ite of th e 
m a gn ificen t a ir , th e dea th -ra te is a ppa llin gly h igh . Th eth i 
h a d been deva s ta ted fou r yea rs a go by s m a llpox, wh ich 
ra ges every few yea rs th rou gh th e u n va ccin a ted Tu rk is h 
Empire, while vaccinated Montenegro next door goes scot-
free. No m ed ica l a s s is ta n ce ca m e to th e wretch ed peop le, 
wh o d ied in grea t n u m bers . On ly th e p lu cky Fra n cis ca n 
t ru dged from on e dea th bed to a n oth er , a n d kep t u p th e 
cou ra ge of th e s u rvivors . An d th is th ey h a ve n ever 
forgotten.  

Un der th e a wfu l con d it ion s of life a ll ep idem ics
cholera, typhus, smallpox, even influenza assume terrible 
p ropor t ion s wh en ever th ey occu r in th e m ou n ta in s . 
Neith er is ola t ion (in a h ou s e with on e dwellin g-room, 
wh ere perh a ps th ir ty peop le s leep togeth er), d iet , or 
n u rs in g a re pos s ib le. Th e ch ild ren d ie off like flies in 
a u tu m n . Help les s a n d power les s , th e peop le wa it for th e 
storm to pass over. Eghel "It is written."  

But a pa r t from ep idem ics th e dea th -ra te in th e 
m ou n ta in s is h igh . Th e b lood-feu d s ys tem a ccou n ts for 
th e dea th of m a n y m en , s om e in feu d with in th e t r ibe, 
more in feuds with neighbour tribes.  

Ba ron Nopes a , a m os t ca refu l obs erver , a fter 
collect in g th e lis t of k illed in a la rge n u m ber of t r ibes , 
es t im a tes th e a vera ge in th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes a s 19 per 
cen t . of th e tota l m a le dea th s . Th is lis t in clu des th e 
wildes t of th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes , a n d does n ot in clu de s om e 
of th e qu ieter on es , s o th a t th e a vera ge for th e wh ole is 
p roba b ly ra th er lower . Sh a la -Sh os h i a n d Mird ita s ta n d 
h igh on th e lis t Top la n a , h igh es t of a ll. Of th e Mos lem 
tr ibes n o s ta t is t ics h a ve been ta ken . Ma t ija h a s th e wors t 
repu ta t ion . Th e Mos lem a vera ge p roba b ly does n ot d iffer 
from th e Ch r is t ia n on e; religion does n ot a ffect n a t ion a l 
custom.  

As for th e s ta tem en t recen t ly pu b lis h ed by a s elf-
s tyled "Obs erver ," th a t m a n y peop le a re da ily s h ot in 
Scu ta r i, I ca n on ly s a y th a t s om e on e h a d been "pu llin g 
th e poor gen t lem a n 's leg" very ba d ly, a n d n ot on that 
subject only.  

In s p ite of th e s h oot in g, th ere a re m ore m en th a n 
wom en . Peop le s a y it is beca u s e God in His in fin ite 
wis dom s en ds a n extra s u pp ly to Alba n ia , wh ere He 
knows they are needed.  

It is m ore p roba b ly beca u s e th ere is a very h igh 
death-rate of wom en . Th e very you n g a ge a t wh ich gir ls 



a re m a rr ied often a t th ir teen a n d ign ora n t t rea tm en t 
ca u s es grea t m or ta lity a t ch ildb ir th ; a ls o m u ch evil a r is es 
from working too soon afterwards.  

Sh a la is on e of th e t r ibes th a t s u ffers m u ch from a 
form of s yph ilis s a id to h a ve been recen t ly in t rodu ced , a s 
do a ll th e t r ibes with wh ich it in term a rr ies . In s om e 
p la ces I wa s told th a t th ere a re s ca rcely a n y h ea lth y 
m a rr ied wom en . Mird ita , on th e oth er h a n d , wh ich is 
consanguineous, is said to be quite free.  

Wh en a b lood feu d is com pou n ded in Th eth i with a 
fa m ily n ot con s a n gu in eou s , it is u s u a l to cem en t th e 
fr ien ds h ip by a m a rr ia ge n ot a lwa ys s u cces s fu lly. A m a n 
s om e yea rs a go, wh en la yin g a feu d , s old h is da u gh ter to 
a Gu s in je Mos lem in s p ite of h er p rotes ts . Sh e managed, 
wh en fetch in g wa ter , to in du ce h er com pa n ion s to go in to 
a h ou s e. Sh e th en fled a n d h id , a n d by n igh t got over in to 
a Ch r is t ia n t r ibe, wh ere th e Pa dre h elped h er to get to 
Scutari. A blood feud was the result.  

The border Moslems will pay high prices for Christian 
gir ls , ten n a poleon s even a bove th e Ch r is t ia n ra te. 
Mos lem s ra rely s ell gir ls to Ch r is t ia n s , bu t both Mos lem s 
a n d Ch r is t ia n s a bdu ct on e a n oth er 's gir ls freely. Hen ce 
much blood.  

Th e lot of a wom a n wh o wis h es to es ca pe from a 
Ch r is t ia n h u s ba n d is even h a rder . Recen t ly a Ch r is t ia n 
woman m a rr ied in to a Ch r is t ia n t r ibe wh o lived m os t 
u n h a pp ily with h er h u s ba n d , ra n a wa y from h im , 
meaning to go to a Moslem at Ipek and turn Turk.  

Pa s s in g th rou gh Th eth i, s h e wa s recogn is ed a n d 
s topped . Th e t r ibe s h e h a d fled from wa s in form ed . Six 
m en of h er own t r ibe a n d five from h er h u s ba n d 's ca m e 
a n d took h er ba ck to h er h u s ba n d . It wa s fa r bet ter for 
h er , s a id Th eth i, to be u n h a ppy with a Ch r is t ia n th a n 
happy with a Moslem.  

Sh ou ld a wom a n be very ba d ly u s ed by h er h u s ba n d 
and fly for protection to her family, they may, if they think 
h er fligh t ju s t ified , refu s e to give h er u p . In th is ca s e th ey 
m a y s u m m on a m ed jlis s wh ich , in extrem e ca s es , perm its 
h er to rem a in a t h om e. Sh ou ld th e fa m ily keep h er 
with ou t perm is s ion from th e m ed jlis s , a b lood feu d with 
her husband arises.  

Th is cu s tom p reva iled a ls o in Mon ten egro t ill fa ir ly 
recent times. I was told of a case in which thirty men were 
s h ot in a figh t th a t en s u ed wh en a fa m ily refu s ed to give 



u p a refu gee da u gh ter to th e h u s ba n d wh o h a d ill-treated 
her.  

Trou b le, a s th e Fra n cis ca n s were n ever t ired of 
im pres s in g on m e, wa s b rou gh t in to th e wor ld by wom a n . 
Th eth i h a d la tely been m u ch u ps et by a fa ir widow. 
Ma rr ied very you n g in Th eth i, h er h u s ba n d wa s k illed 
with in th e yea r . As s h e wa s ch ild les s , s h e wa s th e 
p roper ty of h er own fa m ily. Th e xot i i s h p is (lord of th e 
h ou s e), h er n eph ew, s old h er a ga in a t on ce a t a n 
en h a n ced p r ice. Th e s econ d h u s ba n d a ls o ca m e to a n 
u n t im ely en d a lm os t a t on ce. Sh e h a d n ow a grea t 
repu ta t ion for bea u ty, a n d wa s in m u ch dem a n d . Her 
n eph ew h a d a n im m edia te b id of five pu rs es (22 
n a poleon s ) for h er a n d a ccep ted it . Followed a s econ d b id 
of ra th er m ore. He th rew over th e fir s t a n d a ccep ted th is ; 
bu t th ere ca m e a th ird , of n o les s th a n eigh t pu rs es . His 
a u n t wa s in deed a gold m in e. He ju m ped a t th e eigh t-
pu rs e m a n . A ter r ib le qu a rrel en s u ed . Th e five-pu rs e m a n 
took h is m on ey ba ck a n d wa s a ppea s ed , a n d th e s econ d 
a ls o wa s ta lked a rou n d . Th en a fou r th m a n a ppea red a n d 
s a id th e widow h a d p rom is ed h ers elf to h im , a n d s h e 
confirmed his statement.  

Eight-pu rs es in s is ted s h e wa s h is . Th e n eph ew, too, 
wa s h igh ly in h is fa vou r . Th e m a t ter wa s la id before th e 
p r ies t . He, fin d in g th e wom a n wa s qu ite decided for 
n u m ber fou r , s u ppor ted h er ch oice, for , a s h e 
ph ilos oph ica lly rem a rked , "It is rea lly n o u s e m a rryin g 
th em to th e on es th ey don 't wa n t ; th ey on ly ru n a wa y." 
Th e n eph ew s a id h e wou ld be s a t is fied with a fa ir p r ice, 
s o th e cou p le h ooked th eir lit t le fin gers togeth er , 
exch a n ged r in gs before th e p r ies t , a n d were p ron ou n ced 
properly betrothed.  

Eight-purses arrived in a fury, and forbade the banns 
on th e grou n ds of con s a n gu in ity. A rela t ive of th e 
b r idegroom h a d been ku m a r i floks h (h ea d-shaving 
godfa th er) to a rela t ive of th e b r ide. Th ey were h ea d-
sha vin g s econ d cou s in s , a n d n ot in term a rr ia gea b le. Th e 
Pa dre b r iefly s a id "Ru bb is h ," a n d m a rr ied th em . Eigh t-
pu rs es a n d a ll h is h ou s e flew in wra th to th e Bis h op a n d 
a ccu s ed th e Pa dre of celeb ra t in g a n in ces tu ou s wedd in g, 
dem a n d in g h is im m edia te expu ls ion . His Gra ce told th em 
to "be off!" Vowin g ven gea n ce, th ey wen t to Scu ta r i for 
Govern m en t h elp a ga in s t both Bis h op a n d p r ies t , bu t , 
obtaining none, they finally dropped the matter.  



Th e Upper Pu la t i t r ibes a re grea t ly given to th e 
cu s tom of ta k in g a decea s ed rela t ive's widow a s 
con cu b in e. Aga in s t th is th e Pa dre wa s wa gin g a ct ive wa r . 
On e m a n ga ve a s h is rea s on for ta k in g h is s is ter -in-law 
th a t h e wa s a poor m a n a n d cou ld th u s get a wife for 
n oth in g. Nin e weeks , Su n da y a fter Su n da y, wa s th e pa ir 
excommunicated. Th en th e m a n s a id h e wou ld lea ve h er 
if th e Pa dre wou ld fin d h im a ch ea p wife. An Alba n ia n 
Fra n cis ca n will u n der ta ke a n y job to a s s is t h is flock . In a 
n eigh bou r t r ibe h e s a w a likely-look in g widow, fou n d s h e 
wa s goin g ch ea p , a n d s en t for h is s t ra yed s h eep to h a ve a 
look a t h er . Th e m a n wa s deligh ted . Her own er "s wopped" 
h er for a n old Ma r t in i, th e t r iu m ph a n t Pa dre m a rr ied 
th em a n d received h im ba ck to th e bos om of Moth er 
Church.  

In th e wildern es s I n ever wa n t books . Th ey a re a ll 
du ll com pa red to th e life s tor ies th a t a re da ily en a cted 
among the bare grey rocks.  

A fa th er a n d m oth er ca m e s orely a n xiou s to th e 
Pa dre. Som e t im e a go th ey h a d s old th eir da u gh ter a n d 
received th e pu rch a s e-m on ey. Now, wh en it wa s t im e to 
s en d h er , th ey fou n d h e h a d ta ken h is u n cle's widow a n d 
a ls o h is cou s in 's a s "wives ," a n d wis h ed to a dd th eir 
daughter as a legal one to the family circle.  

Th ey d id n ot wis h h er to be on e of th ree, a n d s a id h e 
m u s t fir s t d is m is s th e oth er two. He refu s ed , s a id h e h a d 
bou gh t th e gir l, a n d s h e wa s h is a n d m u s t live a s h e 
ch os e. Th ey s a id th e dea l wa s "off," a n d offered to retu rn 
th e pu rch a s e-m on ey. He s wore ven gea n ce. Th ey were 
ter r ified les t th e gir l s h ou ld be forcib ly a bdu cted , a n d 
begged h elp . Th e Pa dre pu t th e gir l in ch a rge of h is 
m oth er , a n d h u rr ied off to fin d a res pecta b le m a n wh o 
wou ld m a rry h er a n d ta ke h er to a d is ta n ce. Th is h e 
qu ick ly s u cceeded in doin g, a n d s h e wa s s a fely s m u ggled 
away.  

Very s lowly does t r ibe u s a ge yield to Ch u rch la w. 
Som e cu s tom s on e ca n n ot wis h to p res erve. Oth ers , that 
a re den ou n ced a s Pa ga n , on e regrets . Som e yea rs a go it 
wa s th e com m on cu s tom to bu rn a Yu le log a t Ch r is tm a s , 
a n d with it corn , m a ize, bea n s s a m ples of a ll th e la n d 
yields a n d to pou r win e a n d ra k ia on th e fla m es a s 
offer in gs , dou b t les s to a h a lf-forgot ten God . Th e a s h es 
were s ca t tered on th e fields to m a ke th em fer t ile. Bu t a n 
en erget ic Fra n cis ca n a rgu ed , "Wh y wa s te good food a n d 
im per il you r s ou ls by Pa ga n r ites , wh en you m igh t s a ve 



both by beh a vin g a s Ch r is t ia n s ?" An d th e p ictu res qu e 
and harmless custom is fast dying out. (It is still practised 
in Montenegro.)  

The belief in what is eghel wars with Christianity and 
s om etim es con qu ers . An old , old m a n la y m or ta lly ill. Th e 
Pa dre h a s ten ed to h im , bu t h e refu s ed to con fes s a n d d id 
n ot wa n t a bs olu t ion . "I ca n n ot d ie," h e s a id , "it is n ot 
egh el. Never before h a ve I h a d s u ch a flock of goa ts , n or 
s u ch s tore of corn a n d d r ied m ea t . I ca n n ot d ie with a ll 
th a t food to ea t ." Bu t h e h a d m is rea d th e Book of Fa te, 
and died sine sacramento.  

Th eth i is on e of th e few p la ces in Nor th Alba n ia th a t 
h a s n ot los t th e old a r t of ch ip -ca rvin g. Th e gra veya rd is 
s ta tely with b ig wooden cros s es , well ca rved , th e a rm s 
en d in g in circles a dorn ed with a ra yed s u n . A lit t le ch ild 
d ied in th e n igh t , a n d h ith er n ext m orn in g ca m e th e 
fu n era l pa r ty, bea r in g th e lit t le corps e in it s wooden 
cradle.  

It wa s bea u t ifu lly d res s ed , a n d h a d been wa s h ed 
qu ite clea n , p roba b ly for th e fir s t t im e, poor lit t le th in g. 
On its b rea s t la y th ree green a pp les . Th e wom en s a t 
rou n d a n d s a n g dea th -wa ils wh ile two m en du g th e very 
s h a llow gra ve. Th is wa s beca u s e th e ch ild 's h ea d h a d n ot 
yet been s h a ved . After th a t cerem on y it wou ld ra n k a s a n 
a du lt , a n d th e gra ve m u s t be du g b rea s t -deep . No coffin 
was used, but the grave roughly lined with planks.  

Th e wild wa ilin g of th e wom en a n d lon g-d ra wn s obs 
of th e fa th er , wh ile on e wom a n s a n g a dea th -ch a n t , were 
pa in fu l in th e extrem e. Bu t ju s t a s I wa s feelin g b roken -
h ea r ted th e s on g en ded , a n d th e pa r ty bega n to ch a t ter 
a n d la u gh a s th ou gh n oth in g were th e m a t ter . Som e 
peop le, on th e wa y to Gu s in je to bu y m a ize, s topped to 
look a t th e corps e, a n d a ll were ta lk in g ch eerfu lly wh en , 
s u dden ly, a wom a n bega n a n oth er dea th -ch a n t , a n d a t 
once the sobbing began again.  

Th ey th en cu t a lock of th e ch ild 's h a ir , a n d la id th e 
body in th e gra ve with th e th ree a pp les on its b rea s t . Th e 
Pa dre a r r ived , a n d th ey a s ked h im if th e a pp les were 
n eces s a ry. He s a id n ot , a n d th ey were rem oved a n d t ied 
in a handkerchief with the hair.  

The funeral service was quite drowned by an old man 
wh o s tood a t th e h ea d of th e gra ve with h is ros a ry in h is 
hand and shouted a hotchpotch of every scrap of Latin he 
cou ld rem em ber from a n y s ervice, a t th e top of h is voice. 
A p la n k wa s la id on a s lid , th e ea r th h oed over . No on e 



d is p la yed th e lea s t em otion , a n d th e pa r ty t ra iled a wa y 
ca r ryin g th e em pty cra d le. Both in Mon ten egro a n d 
Alba n ia th e cra d le is often b roken a n d left on th e gra ve, a 
most pathetic monument. Of the apples I could only learn 
it was an old custom to put them in the grave. It prevailed 
till lately in Montenegro also.  

Th e da ys pa s s ed . I vis ited da rk ku la s perch ed on 
rocks, and met everywhere the same frank hospitality and 
cou r tes y, th ou gh it weigh ed on m y s ou l th a t I wa s 
receivin g it u n der fa ls e p reten ces ; for , in s p ite of m y 
frequ en t a n d em ph a t ic den ia ls , a ll Th eth i pers is ted in 
believin g m e to be th e s is ter of th e Kin g of En gla n d com e 
to free th em , a n d a ddres s in g m e a lwa ys a s Kra lits e 
(Queen).  

Bu t th ou gh h a ppy a t Th eth i m y s ou l h a n kered ever 
a fter Gu s in je. Gu s in je, s a id every on e, wa s im pos s ib le. I 
h a d t r ied for it in 1903 from An dr ijevica , in Mon ten egro, 
bu t n o on e wou ld ta ke th e r is k of p ilot in g m e. Th e 
Tu rk is h Govern m en t ga ve n o perm is s ion th e n a t ives 
wou ld a dm it n o s t ra n ger . In form er da ys a con s u l or two 
h a d vis ited it with a n es cor t . La tely it h a d becom e th e 
Lhassa of Europe, closed to all; though several had tried.  

Th e lon ger I s ta yed a t Th eth i, th e m ore I th ou gh t of 
Gu s in je. Ma rko wou ld n ot h ea r of it . I ga ve it u p a t la s t , 
a n d ordered m u les to ta ke u s to Lower Sh a la , a n d wen t 
for a wa lk with th e Pa dre u p th e va lley to Okolo. It is a 
won derfu l va lley wide gra s s m ea dows with a crys ta l-clear 
river through them, fed by countless bubbling springs.  

Okolo is well-to-do. Ma n y of it s eigh ty ku la s a re la rge 
a n d fin e, a n d s om e qu ite n ew. Were it n ot for th e cu rs e of 
b lood , Okolo s h ou ld flou r is h . In la n d , wood , a n d wa ter it 
h a s a ll th a t a villa ge n eeds . Bu t th ou gh it h a s been a t 
pea ce with in , for fou r yea rs , a field fu ll of gra ves , bu t a 
few years older, shows that it is not for nothing that Shala 
is reputed a fighting tribe.  

On a s u m m er even in g a pa r ty of m en s t rolled down 
th e va lley, s a t u pon th e grou n d la zily, a n d wa tch ed th e 
stars come out.  

Then, pointing to a certain star, one said: "That is the 
b igges t ," a n d a n oth er s a id : "No, th a t on e th ere is b igger ." 
A fierce d is pu te took p la ce; s om e took on e s ide, s om e th e 
oth er ; r ifles cra cked , bu llets s a n g. Wh en th e s m oke 
clea red a n d th e fir s t excitem en t wa s over , th ere la y 
seventeen dead men slain for a star and eleven wounded. 



Th eir com ra des bu r ied th e dea d wh ere th ey fell for th ey 
died in sin sine sacramento.  

At th e very en d of th e va lley towered Ma l Ra doin a , 
s a id to be th e h igh es t of th e Prok let ija ra n ge, a n d Ma l 
Harapit thrust up a sharp pinnacle to the sky with a deep 
square-cu t pa s s on its s h ou lder Ch a fa Pes th e pa s s th a t 
lea ds to Gu s in je. Beyon d th a t m ou n ta in wa ll la y th e 
Prom is ed La n d , a n d I h a d ordered th e m u les for Lower 
Shala to-morrow.  

A h ea dm a n of Okolo in vited u s to h is ku la . We 
followed h im , a n d th en won ders bega n to h a ppen . At h is 
door wa s teth ered a bea u t ifu l lit t le grey s a dd le-h ors e. It 
wa s th e h ors e of on e of th e h ea dm en of Vu th a j, a la rge 
Mos lem villa ge bu t a n h ou r from Gu s in je, a n d h e wa s 
gu es t a t th e h ou s e. My s p ir its ros e; th ere by th e h ea r th 
s a t a lon g, lea n Mos lem , s m a r t ly d res s ed , a rm ed with a 
n ew Ma u s er a m a n of m ea n s eviden t ly. He greeted th e 
Pa dre h ea r t ily for th e Pa dre h a d on ce vis ited Vu th a j, a n d 
p res cr ibed s u cces s fu lly for s om e s ick wa s m u ch 
in teres ted in m y t ra vels , a n d told of th e bea u t ies of 
Vu th a j. Vu th a j, if n ot th e ros e, wa s n ext it . An xiou s ly I 
a s ked if it cou ld be vis ited ; th e Mos lem p rom ptly in vited 
u s . He belon ged to on e of th e two ch ief h ou s es , a n d s a id 
he could guarantee our safety.  

Bu t a s h e wa s bou n d for Scu ta r i h e cou ld n ot es cor t 
u s . I wa s rea dy "to s ee Gu s in je a n d d ie" th e Pa dre h a d 
fr ien ds a n d wou ld be s a fe bu t Ma rko s a id it wa s 
im pos s ib le, a n d h e h a d a wife a n d ch ild ren to con s ider . I 
was torn betwixt a desire to go and a fear of getting any of 
m y m en in to t rou b le. Bu t a few da ys before, Th eth i h a d 
sworn to decla re wa r a ga in s t th is very d is t r ict th e la n d of 
Ma u s ers . After m u ch ta lk , s h eep-ch ees e a n d ra k ia , we 
said adieu with the matter undecided.  

As we tu rn ed th e ben d of th e va lley, a n d th e s qu a re-
cu t pa s s wa s los t to s igh t , I felt I h a d los t a ll I ca red 
a bou t . So n ea r , a n d yet s o fa r . Th e s por t in g Pa dre 
retu rn ed to th e ch a rge: "Wh a t a bou t to-m orrow?" He 
en la rged u pon th e ea s e a n d s a fety of th e exped it ion ; h e 
s u gges ted th a t h e a n d I s h ou ld go a n d Ma rko wa it for u s . 
Ma rko refu s ed th is a bs olu tely; h e h a d s worn to b r in g m e 
ba ck s a fely, h is h on ou r wa s con cern ed in it ; if I d ied , h e 
meant to die too. God would protect his wife and orphans.  

"Noth in g will h a ppen ," s a id th e Pa dre firm ly. "I will 
go," s a id I. No s oon er s a id th a n a r ra n ged . Ou r h os t a t 
Okolo volu n teered to be es cor t a n d p rovide two m u les . He 



h a d to go, or s en d s om e on e, a t a n y ra te, a s h e h a d 
p rom is ed to s en d th e Mos lem 's grey h ors e ba ck . Th e 
Pa dre's s erva n t wa s to com e with a r ifle; we were to ta ke 
n o lu gga ge of a n y s or t , a n d on ly food en ou gh for th e 
ou twa rd t ra ck . It took s ix h ou rs , if you wen t fa s t , s a id th e 
Pa dre. We were off before s ix n ext m orn in g, I fon d ly 
believin g we s h ou ld a r r ive by on e o'clock , a n d retu rn n ext 
morning wh ich , a fter n in e yea rs ' exper ien ce of th e Nea r 
East, was extremely foolish of me.    

CHAPTER VI 
THE PROKLETIJA, SHALA, AND SUMA  

"Ah , 't is a n excellen t ra ce, a n d even u n der old 
degradation, 
Even under hodja and Turk, a nice and natural people."  

AS fa r a s Okolo it wa s ea s y goin g; th ere we los t over 
a n h ou r wa it in g for ou r es cor t , wh o wa s wa it in g for a 
m u le, wh ich wa s wa it in g for a m a n , wh o wa s u n a voida b ly 
dela yed beca u s e, &c. &c. By th e t im e we got to th e 
mountain-foot it wa s h ot . It h a d n ot occu rred to m e 
before th a t it wa s pos s ib le to fin d a wa y over wh a t looked 
like a wa ll a t th e en d of a ll th e wor ld , bu t I followed th e 
Pa dre, wh o rode th e Mos lem 's h ors e, a n d we s ta r ted u p a 
s teep , very s teep t ra il th a t zigza gged over m a s s es of loos e 
rock a n d bou lder th a t h a d cra s h ed down from th e 
m ou n ta in a bove. Th e h igh er we got , th e s teeper wa s th e 
t ra ck th a t cra wled on a n a rrow edge. I won dered ea ch 
t im e we tu rn ed a corn er wh ere m y bea s t wou ld fin d 
foot in g for h is fou r h oofs , a n d th e loos e s ton es bou n ded 
into space.  

Abou t h a lf-wa y u p is a grea t ca vern form ed by a 
m a s s of overh a n gin g s t ra ta , a n d b la cken ed by th e fires of 
th e wa yfa rers wh o res t h ere. We d is m ou n ted . Above u s 
ros e a cliff with s p ra wlin g p in e t rees h ere a n d th ere. 
Never th eles s , excep t th a t th e t ra il cra wled a lon g edges 
with a s h eer d rop , a n d wa s very n a rrow, it wa s n ot ba d , 
for pine logs laid across it in all the steepest parts made a 
ru de s ta irca s e. We clim bed it on foot , a n d th e m u les 
followed; the Franciscan was by this time enjoying himself 
extrem ely. He flew a h ea d , rea ch ed th e top of th e pa s s , 
a n d rou s ed th e ech oes by yellin g a dem on ia c la u gh of h is 
own invention till the mountains rang with gigantic mirth. 
I s t ru ggled u p th e rocky s teep , h a pp ily believin g th a t we 



were a t th e top a n d on ly h a d to t rot down in to Vu th a j, 
a n d tu rn ed th e corn er to fin d th e Fra n cis ca n , h is b rown 
habit girded to h is kn ees , rejoicin g in fron t of a wa ll of 
s n ow, s om e twelve or fifteen feet h igh , th a t b locked th e 
pa s s . I wa s a s ton is h ed Ma rko a gh a s t . "Oh , it 's n oth in g; 
you wa it a n d s ee!" cr ied th e Pa dre. He p ropos ed th e loca l 
drink s n ow bea ten u p in m ilk wh ich , by th e wa y, is very 
good a n d m ixed s om e. We s ta r ted a ga in , a n d s cra m bled 
u p on th e top of th e s n ow. It wa s th a win g in th e s u n , s oft 
a n d very h ea vy. I wa s wea r in g n a t ive ra w-h ide opa n ke, 
a n d wa s s oon wet h a lf-wa y u p to th e kn ee. Th e da zzlin g 
snow-slope cu t s h a rp a ga in s t th e s ky. A few ya rds m ore 
ploughing upwards and we should be really over the pass; 
bu t we got to th e top , a n d , beh old , a wh ite des er t of 
snow a deep , s n ow-cla d h ollow, a s h a rp r is e, s n ow-peak 
over s n ow-peak s n ow a s fa r a s cou ld be s een . Th e 
Fra n cis ca n ga th ered h is s k ir ts a rou n d h im , s qu a t ted , 
ga ve a yell, a n d s h ot down th e s lope, a n d ra n rou n d a n d 
rou n d a t th e bot tom in wild circles like a p la yfu l dog, 
shouting German and Albanian equivalents for "Oh, let us 
be joyfu l!" Th e m u les t r ied zigza ggin g, ga th ered s peed 
ra p id ly, a n d la n ded in a h ea p . So d id I. Ma rko wa s 
in d ign a n t . "Wh y d idn 't you tell u s th ere wa s s n ow?" h e 
asked.  

"Beca u s e I kn ew you wou ld n ot let h er com e, a n d 
n ow s h e is goin g to Vu th a j! Goin g to Vu th a j," h e s a n g. 
"Oh, there's lots more of it! I don't suppose we shall arrive 
till late in the evening. We aren't half-way yet."  

"But you said six hours!" said Marko.  
"I s a id s ix h ou rs if you wen t very fa s t ! a n d in th is 

snow, of course, you can't."  
We p lou gh ed on u p th e n ext s lope. Th e h ollow wa s a 

sun-tra p . I cla wed a n d s lith ered on th e m olten s u rfa ce, 
s om et im es goin g in kn ee-deep . My feet were dea d with 
cold, and the sun was scorching my back.  

We ca m e ou t on a h a rd s n ow level, m ou n ted , a n d 
rode over a con s idera b le p iece m u ch to m y relief, th ou gh 
a b it r is ky. Th e s n ow, wh ere it h a d in p la ces m elted a wa y 
from th e s ide-wa lls of rock , s h owed twen ty a n d m ore feet 
deep . Th en ca m e a n oth er lon g s lith er th rou gh wet s n ow, 
ankle-deep . Get t in g off th e s n ow on to ter ra -firm a took 
t im e, a s in p la ces it wa s th in , a n d it wa s pos s ib le to fa ll 
through into deep holes between the rocks.  



We got down in to a va lley wh ere gra s s s p rou ted 
th rou gh pu dd les of s n ow-wa ter a m on g grea t bou lders , 
and halted to feed man and beast.  

Th ere ca m e a lon g des cen t on foot , zigza g th rou gh 
m a gn ificen t beech wood , a n d ou t in to th e va lley below. 
Alon g th is we rode ch eerfu lly, pa s s in g a s m a ll la ke, very 
blue and deep, but made, I was assured, entirely of snow-
wa ter , a n d d r ied u p in th e s u m m er . We were n ow in th e 
Forb idden La n d , th e Prok let ija . Ma rko wa s a n xiou s ; th e 
Pa dre ca rolled ga ily s a n g "Th e En glis h a re goin g to 
Vuthaj," and became more and more festive.  

In a ll th a t h a ppen s in th e Ba lka n Pen in s u la th ere is 
m ore th a n m eets th e eye. I n ow lea rn ed th e wh eels -
within-wheels th a t worked th is exped it ion . A cer ta in 
Au s tr ia n s om e t im e p reviou s ly h a d given d ire offen ce to a 
n a t ive of Th eth i, a n d b la cken ed h is h on ou r . Th e s a id 
Au s tr ia n h a d t r ied to get to Gu s in je, a n d fa iled . It wa s 
believed that if an Englishwoman got farther than he had, 
h e wou ld be m os t in ten s ely a n n oyed . I wa s a pa wn in th e 
game of annoying Austria. Nor was the game to be so easy 
as had been said.  

A h a lt wa s ca lled . I wa s told th a t I figu red a s th e 
sister-in-la w of on e of th e pa r ty, a n d th a t I m u s t ta ke off 
my koda k a n d fou n ta in pen , a s th ey were n ot in keep in g 
with th e pa r t . Als o, th ou gh th e peop le of Vu th a j m os t ly 
s poke s om e Serb , I h a d bet ter rem em ber th a t I wa s in a 
Moslem land, and hold my tongue.  

I wa s n ot a t a ll p lea s ed a t th is , a s I h a d m ea n t th e 
expedit ion to be a ll a bove boa rd . Bu t it wa s fa r too la te to 
go ba ck n or d id I wa n t to. Bou n d n ot to r is k a b lood feu d 
by in d is creet con du ct , I a cqu ies ced u n willin gly, a n d on 
we went, still descending the stream.  

Th e va lley open ed a n d widen ed , a n d th ere la y th e 
s ca t tered h ou s es of Vu th a j, s p rea d in g u p th e m ou n ta in -
s ide, over wh os e fla n k ra n th e t ra ck to th e oth er 
forbidden city, Plava.  

Vu th a j va lley is r ich with green pa s tu re, la rge, well-
wa tered fields , a n d la rge, well-bu ilt ku la s , with h igh , 
s h in gled roofs . In th e m ids t s tood a s m a ll m os qu e, with 
wooden m in a ret . Th ere it a ll la y in th e a ftern oon s u n . My 
koda k wa s th ru s t in to m y h a n d . "Qu ick , before a n y on e 
com es ! You a re th e fir s t foreign er a s n ea r a s th is !" Click !
a n d th e ca m era d is a ppea red a ga in . My es cor t n ow a ll 
beca m e s ilen t a n d a n xiou s . Folk ca m e ou t , a n d s ta red a t 
us doubtfully. The Padre hailed an acquaintance, and was 



well received . We d is m ou n ted , a n d were led to th e ku la of 
the owner of the horse the man we had met at Okolo.  

It wa s a fin e h ou s e, th e bes t in Vu th a j ga ily pa in ted 
with h ors es , a la rge cres cen t a n d s u n , a n d m a n y oth er 
ob jects a n d twidd les , in a wide fr ieze below th e roof. An d 
it wa s two s toreys h igh , a bove th e grou n d floor . As h a d 
been a greed u pon , I followed m y th ree m en h u m bly a n d 
a t a s ligh t d is ta n ce, m y eyes d is creet ly down ca s t , on ly 
taking mental notes asquint as I passed.  

We wen t th rou gh a h igh ga tewa y in to a wa lled ya rd
wh ich s ta n k , a n d en clos ed a s m a ller h ou s e a n d a s ta b le
a n d were led u ps ta irs in to a fin e room on th e u pper floor 
of the big house.  

A goa t-h a ir m a t t in g covered th e floor with ga y red 
ru gs u pon it . A fretwork a n d ca rved s creen on on e s ide 
form ed th e fron t of s u n dry cu pboa rds a n d n ich es . Th e 
wa lls were clea n wh ite-wa s h , a n d th e h ea r th open . A 
showy European chiming clock stood on a carved bracket, 
and a smart paraffin-lamp hung from the ceiling. All glass 
eith er com es from Scu ta r i by th e s a m e rou te a s I h a d , or 
com es u p from Ca t ta ro viâ Mon ten egro a n d Gu s in je, a s 
does everyth in g els e im por ted . How it a r r ives in ta ct is a 
marvel bu t Wedgwood u s ed a fter a ll to s en d h is ch in a on 
mule-packs not so very long ago in England.  

Th e h ea d of th e h ou s e received u s m os t cou r teou s ly. 
Of course it was not etiquette for him to take notice of me. 
I s a t on th e floor in a corn er a s b idden , h eld m y ton gu e, 
and looked on.  

Th e room wa s ligh t , for th e win dows on th e ya rd s ide 
were large. Some millstones lay handy, to fortify them at a 
moment's notice. The shutters were well chip-carved.  

We were in a fin e Mos lem s t ron gh old in th e 
Prokletija, the Forbidden Land.  

Th e s ick s wa rm ed in to con s u lt th e Pa dre, wh o wa s 
kep t bu s y writ in g p res cr ip t ion s a n d b revets , m a rked with 
a cros s a n d begin n in g "Excellen t iu m cru cis ," for wh ich 
th ere wa s grea t dem a n d . An d qu ite a crowd ca m e m erely 
to look a t u s , for I wa s s a id to be th e fir s t foreign fem a le 
a n d th e fir s t fem a le d res s ed a lla fra n ga , in Vu th a j; a n d 
th e fir s t foreign er of a n y s or t th a t h a d com e r igh t in to 
Vuthaj.  

The housemaster made and handed round coffee and 
tobacco incessantly. The room was crowded with tall, lean 
m en , few, if a n y, u n der s ix feet m a n y over a ll belted with 
Mauser cartridges; the Mauser tale was true. The men are 



of a m a rked type very lon g-n ecked , often very wea k-
ch in n ed , with a bea ky n os e th a t gives a n odd , goos e-like 
effect . I s a w th is type la ter a m on g th e Ha s h i a n d Dja kova 
Mos lem s . Ma n y were weedy a n d wea k ly in a ppea ra n ce, 
bu t s wa gger in bea r in g. I won dered if th is m a rked type 
were p rodu ced by con s ta n t in -and-in m a rryin g on th e 
fem a le s ide. Th e cos tu m e in crea s es th e lon g, lea n 
appearan ce. Th e t igh t t rou s ers a re worn very low only 
ju s t to th e top of th e pelvis a n d th e wa is tcoa t exceed in gly 
s h or t , s o th a t th ere is a n in terva l of twelve or eigh teen 
in ch es between th e two wh ich is t igh t ly s wa th ed in 
s a s h es a n d belts , s om et im es th ree b roa d on es , on e a bove 
th e oth er , with s pa ces of s h ir t between . Th is gives a n 
extra ord in a r ily lon g-wa is ted look , a s of h a vin g dou b le th e 
proper number of lumbar vertebræ.  

Th e Fra n cis ca n s u gges ted th a t we s h ou ld go for a 
s t roll, bu t it wa s n ega t ived firm ly. We were to s ta y on 
s h ow, a n d write p res cr ip t ion s . Th e a ir wa s s t iflin g; often 
as many as thirty visitors crowded the room, and stared.  

Th e Fra n cis ca n h a d boa s ted , ju s t p reviou s to 
rea ch in g Vu th a j, th a t h e wou ld wa lk m e down to Gu s in je, 
a n d th a t we s h ou ld s ta r t ba ck to Th eth i a bou t n oon n ext 
da y. Bu t h e h a d reckon ed with ou t h is Mos lem s . In a lu ll 
in th e p res cr ip t ion s h e wh is pered to m e th a t we m u s t 
s ta y a ll n ext da y a t Vu th a j. If we pers is ted in lea vin g 
perh a ps we s h ou ld be fetch ed ba ck . Wh a t d id I th in k? 
Th e h ea dm a n n ext in im por ta n ce to ou r h os t wa n ted u s 
to pass the next night at his house. I agreed to stay.  

Mu ch ta lk of gh a k followed . Ou r h ou s e wa s in b lood 
with th a t ju s t over th e wa y, with in ea s y gu n s h ot , a n d 
th ey h a d been pepper in g on e a n oth er from th e win dows; 
wh en ce th e m ills ton es . Th e cen tre h ole in a m ills ton e 
s erves a dm ira b ly to fire th rou gh . Th eir n ew Ma u s ers h a d 
been "blooded."  

Th ey fell in to b lood th u s . Th e oth er m a n 's h a ys ta cks 
h a d been bu rn t ; h e a ccu s ed ou r h ou s e. A cou n cil of 
twenty-fou r Elders h a d t r ied th e ca s e, a n d a cqu it ted ou r 
h ou s em a s ter . Over-the-wa y pers is ted in th e ch a rge, a n d , 
on va r iou s p retexts , h a d th e ca s e twice re-t r ied , a lwa ys 
with th e s a m e res u lt . Ou r h ou s e wa s exa s pera ted with 
th e con s ta n t re-t ryin g. A free figh t took p la ce, a n d on e of 
Over-the-way was killed. They fired at each other's houses 
m a n y da ys . Ou r h ou s e h a d s pen t over 600 p ia s t res in 
cartridges. Now a fortnight's besa had been given, and the 
ca s e wa s to be s h or t ly re-t r ied . Ou r h ou s em a s ter 



la m en ted b it ter ly th e con d it ion s th a t m a de s u ch th in gs 
possible th e a bs en ce of a decen t Govern m en t a n d th e 
a m ou n t of m on ey th a t h a d to be wa s ted in wea pon s for 
self-defen ce. "Wh ere th ere is n o p roper Govern m en t , th e 
bad rule," he said.  

He wa s in s a d ea rn es t in h is des ire for bet ter things. 
Nor n eed on e go a s fa r a s th e Prok let ija to fin d folk with 
u n rea lis a b le idea ls . As h e h a d received u s a n d h a d 
s poken s o freely, I wh is pered to Ma rko to a s k h im 
p res en t ly wh eth er th e d is t r ict wou ld perm it a ra ilwa y to 
cros s it . He s a id h is h ou s e wou ld welcom e on e, bu t 
a dm it ted th a t s om e wou ld oppos e. Th e d is t r ict is on e of 
th e m os t fer t ile in Alba n ia , s pecia lly n oted for ca t t le a n d 
h ors e b reed in g. With a good roa d or a ra ilwa y, h e s a id , 
th ey wou ld s oon be r ich . Now th ey cou ld on ly s ell th eir 
corn to th eir n ext n eigh bou rs , a n d s en d th eir h ors es 
down in d roves th rou gh Mon ten egro to Ca t ta ro (wh en ce 
they are mainly shipped to Italy) a long and weary tramp.  

I looked a t th e room fu ll of lon g, lea n ca t-o'-
m ou n ta in s , a n d won dered wh eth er it wou ld ben efit 
anybody let a lon e th em s elves to tu rn th em a ll in to fa t 
corn and horse dealers.   

"Civilisation is vexation,            
And progress is as bad, 
The things that be, they puzzle me, 
And Cultchaw drives me mad."   

More vis itors s t rea m ed in . Th ey s en t for ra k ia , a n d in 
con s idera t ion of ou r feelin gs , d ra n k th e fir s t gla s s 
ceremonially "Kiofte levdu a r Ch r is t i " (Ma y Ch r is t h a ve 
p ra is e). I kn ow n o Ch r is t ia n villa ge a n ywh ere th a t wou ld 
be similarly considerate of Moslems.  

A th eologica l d is cu s s ion bega n . On e of th e gu es ts 
h a d a fr ien d wh o h a d been to J eru s a lem a n d h ea rd on 
good a u th or ity th a t Ch r is t h a d n ot been cru cified , bu t 
h a d gon e s t ra igh t to Hea ven , a n d th a t a n oth er h a d been 
cru cified in His p la ce. Th e Fra n cis ca n , in a wh is per , 
a s ked m e if h e s h ou ld a rgu e th e poin t a n d im prove th e 
occa s ion . I s a id , "Don 't . Th ey h a ve received u s a s th eir 
gu es ts , a n d we m u s t n ot m a ke t rou b le." An d th e s u b ject 
dropped.  

It wa s n ow 10 P.M., a n d we h a d ea ten n oth in g s in ce 
n oon . Bu t s t ill we con t in u ed to a t t ra ct s pecta tors wh o 
ca m e, ga zed , a n d com m en ted a n d th rew ciga ret tes a t m e, 



a ll of wh ich were du ly collected a n d s m oked by Ma rko 
a n d th e Fra n cis ca n . A m a n a m os t weird crea tu re, with 
da rk eyes , a grea t pa llid fa ce a n d clea n -s h a ven s ku ll
ca m e in with a ta m boora a n d p la yed a n d s a n g 
intermin a b le ba lla ds , h is lea n fin gers p lu ck in g s t ra n ge 
t r ills a n d won derfu l s h a kes from th e s lim , t in k lin g 
in s t ru m en t . Th e room wa s foggy with toba cco s m oke a n d 
reeked of humanity. I rocked and dozed in my corner. The 
Fra n cis ca n wh im pered p it ifu lly, "Oh , I a m s o h u n gry." 
Ma rko looked ca reworn . At la s t th e wom en wh o h a d lon g 
been peer in g a t u s th rou gh th e door-way ca m e in , 
u n veiled a s a re a ll th e m ou n ta in Mos lem s a n d la id th e 
s ofra . Th ey fin gered m e cu r iou s ly, a n d s poke freely to 
m a n y of th e m en , b rou gh t th e ib r ik  and soap; we washed, 
a n d I wa s in vited to ea t with th e m en of th e h ou s e, a n d 
Ma rko a n d th e Fra n cis ca n . Th e h ea d dea lt rou n d wooden 
s poon s , a n d ga ve u s ea ch a h u ge ch u n k of h ot m a ize 
b rea d . Th e wom en s et a la rge bowl of boiled la m b a n d 
p illa f (r ice) on th e ta b le. Som e on e recou n ted th a t th e 
form er Pa d is h a h , Abdu l Aziz, u s ed to h a ve twen ty-four 
fowls s tewed down da ily to m a ke th e ju ice for h is p illa f to 
be cooked in.  

Th e com pa n y fell on th e s ou p , a n d th e m ea t in a n 
incredibly short time was left high and dry. Our host then 
tore it up with his fingers, and flung a lump at each of us. 
Th e Fra n cis ca n , a s h on ou red gu es t , wa s given th e h ea d , 
a n d politely th rew it ba ck . It pa s s ed ba ckwa rds a n d 
forwa rds , a n d th ey fin a lly tore it in h a lf "h on ou rs were 
d ivided ." I wa s h elped la s t with wh a t wa s over . Th ey a te 
like wolves , tea r in g off th e m ea t , bolt in g grea t lu m ps
a ppa ren t ly wh ole a n d flin gin g th e bon es beh in d th em . 
Ea t in g boilin g-h ot , grea s y m u tton th a t s lip s a n d s ca lds , 
a n d will n ot be torn to con ven ien t m ou th fu ls by one's 
u n a ccu s tom ed fin gers , requ ires m u ch p ra ct ice. In a few 
m in u tes a ll wa s clea red . Th e s h ou lder-b la de wa s h eld u p 
to th e ligh t , a n d ga ve good om en . Th e em pty bowl wa s 
wh is ked a wa y, a n d on e of kos (s ou r m ilk ) followed a d is h 
wh ich is pois on to m e, th ou gh I a m a s s u red th a t it is n ot 
on ly wh oles om e bu t is u s ed a s a "cu re." I m a de u p by 
ch ewin g m a ize b rea d la bor iou s ly. Th e kos wa s fin is h ed 
before you could say "Jack Robinson." I doubt if the whole 
meal took more than fifteen minutes.  

Mea n wh ile th e vis itors s p ra wled on th e floor in 
h ea ps , d r in k in g b la ck coffee, a n d th e h a rs h voice of th e 
s in ger a n d th e th in , a cid n otes of th e ta m boora ros e a n d 



fell a m ids t th e bu zz of ta lk . Th e wom en ca m e a n d 
rem oved th e s ofra , a n d we wa s h ed . Th ere s eem ed n o 
s ign s of bed t im e. Th e Fra n cis ca n a n d I were both 
d ropp in g with s leep , a n d woke on e a n oth er u p a t 
in terva ls . It wa s pa s t eleven wh en th e la s t of th e vis itors 
uncoiled his length from the floor and strolled off.  

Th en th e wom en ca m e a n d s p rea d th e m a t t res s es . I 
h a d expected to be s en t to s leep in th e wom en 's qu a r ters , 
but after a long debate it was considered proper to put me 
in on e corn er a n d p la ce th e Fra n cis ca n a cros s it , a n d to 
a r ra n ge th e s ix m en of th e h ou s e a n d th e m en wh o h a d 
come with me, in a row on the other side of the room. The 
Franciscan believin g, a s m os t Ch r is t ia n s do, th a t th e 
Mos lem fa ith ca n be d is t in gu is h ed by its pecu lia r ly 
u n p lea s a n t s m ell wa s p lea s ed with th is a r ra n gem en t a n d 
rem a rked ch eerfu lly, "How lu cky for m e! You do n ot 
stink."  

It wa s n ea r ly m idn igh t wh en we were a ll a r ra n ged . I 
dropped asleep as soon as my head touched the mattress. 
An d a t 4 A.M. in ca m e th e h ou s em a s ter with a cla t ter , 
m a de a ter r ib le n ois e ligh t in g th e fire a n d m a k in g th e 
m orn in g coffee. Every on e bega n to a r is e a n d s h a ke 
themselves . I wa s s ick with u n s a t is fied s leep , a n d kn ew 
n ot wh a t to do. Squ in t in g from u n der m y cover , I 
perceived th e Fra n cis ca n s t ill s lu m ber in g s weet ly a n d 
decided to s leep a ga in . Bu t th e popu la ce, th ou gh h a vin g 
n oth in g pa r t icu la r to do, wa s ben t on Da yligh t Sa ving. 
Soon th e room wa s crowded , a s it wa s th e n igh t before, 
all coffee-drinking, in the cold grey dawn.  

Sleep wa s ba n is h ed . At s even o'clock , s om ewh a t 
res ted , I a ros e d is h evelled , a n d a s ked Ma rko for th e lit t le 
pa cket of s oa p , com b, tooth b ru s h , a n d towel, th a t h a d 
been rolled in m y coa t a n d s t ra pped beh in d m y s a dd le all 
I possessed in the way of toilet apparatus. Alas! at the top 
of the pass some one had rearranged the saddles, and the 
ba g wa s los t . I wa s dep res s ed a t th e idea th a t for th e n ext 
ten da ys I wa s doom ed to go u n com bed a n d 
u n tooth bru s h ed , bu t Ma rko wa s t ru ly deligh ted . He 
th a n ked God a n d rejoiced wh ole-h ea r ted ly. "Now we s h a ll 
get a wa y a live. We h a ve h a d ou r m is for tu n e!We've los t 
something. And," he added cheerfully, "you don't want the 
things. A tooth b ru s h !" In En gla n d a tooth b ru s h is n o 
grea t ra r ity, bu t th e gods of Alba n ia h a d pos s ib ly n ever 
before received s u ch a ra re a n d p reciou s gift , a n d m a y 



wa it lon g before a cqu ir in g a n oth er . At a n y ra te, 
propitiated they were.  

Th e Fra n cis ca n , wh o h a d a ls o a r is en a n d s h a ken 
h im s elf, n ow told m e h e h a d been defin itely forb idden to 
ta ke m e to Gu s in je or go h im s elf. I wa n ted to go qu ite 
a lon e a n d ch a n ce it , a n d believe it wou ld h a ve been 
possible, but as my men insisted they would follow, and it 
wou ld cer ta in ly h a ve got th em in to t rou b le, I d ropped th e 
cherished scheme.  

Th e Fra n cis ca n th en a s ked lea ve to go for a s t roll. A 
grea t deba te en s u ed . Th en a la rge com pa n y ca m e ou t 
with u s , a n d wa lked s om e h u n dred ya rds to a p lu m tree. 
Here we were told to sit down, and sit we did, encircled by 
ou r es cor t . An d a fter h a lf-an-h ou r we were ta ken ba ck 
again.  

In ca rcera ted on ce m ore in th e room u ps ta irs a n d left 
with in s t ru ct ion s to s ta y th ere, Ma rko beca m e very 
a n xiou s . "You wou ld com e," h e s a id ; "n ow we a re 
prisoners, and God knows what will happen."  

I wa s obs es s ed with th e idea of s eein g Gu s in je
harped only on that, and thought of nothing else.  

Th e Fra n cis ca n looked odd a n d a n xiou s , bu t 
industriously kept up rather forced merriment.  

Din n er wa s th e s a m e a s s u pper . We were a ga in left 
a lon e, a n d . told to wa it t ill th e oth er h ou s e wa s rea dy for 
us. So I went to sleep, and Marko whiled away the time by 
b la m in g th e Fra n cis ca n for get t in g u s in to th is m es s . 
Wh en I wa s wa ked a t th ree o'clock , a n d told th e h ors es 
were ready, they were both cross and depressed.  

We were es cor ted down s ta irs . Ou r h os t , cou r teou s 
a n d d ign ified to th e la s t , s a id good-bye a t th e ga tewa y, 
a n d poin ted ou t h ow th e a n gle of th e wa ll h a d been 
wh ipped a n d ch ipped by Ma u s er ba lls in th e recen t figh t . 
Som e m en of th e h ou s e wa lked with u s , a n d h a n ded u s 
over to men sent to meet us.  

Ou r n ew h os t wa s in h is "cou n try h ou s e," for th e 
pu rpos e of pa s tu r in g h is flocks . It wa s in th e va lley a lon g 
which we had come.  

Wh en we h a d gon e a s h or t wa y, th e Fra n cis ca n told 
th e m en to go on with th e h ors es , a n d s a id we wou ld 
follow. No objection was made. We climbed a rocky hillock 
in th e m idd le of th e va lley, a n d followed its r idge t ill we 
could see round the corner.  

"Is there light enough to photo?" he asked.  
"Photo what?" said I.  



"Gusinje!"  
An d th ere a cros s th e fer t ile p la in s , h a lf-bu r ied in 

trees, lay the little town about two miles away.  
I had by now given up all hope of seeing it and stared 

amazed.  
"Ch ilde Rola n d to th e Da rk Tower ca m e," fla s h ed 

m os t in a ppropr ia tely in to m y m in d , for th e s pot wa s 
s u n n y, ch eerfu l, a n d verda n t . Th e r iver s erpen t in ed 
towa rds it . Th e p la in wa s s ca t tered with lit t le wh ite 
houses.  

It wa s five yea rs s in ce I h a d fir s t t r ied to s ee th is 
Prom is ed La n d a n d n ow I h a d to be s a t is fied with s eein g 
it from the heights. But I had seen it at last.  

On e of ou r es cor t ca m e to fin d u s . He exp la in ed n ow 
wh y we h a d been kep t s h u t u p . News h a d rea ch ed 
Gu s in je th a t a foreign Gia ou r wa s in th e n eigh bou rh ood , 
a n d a s u va rr i h a d been s en t to recon n oit re a n d a r rest. 
Bu t ou r ga lla n t h os t h a d been loya l h a d kep t u s 
con cea led , a n d on ly s en t u s ou t wh en th e coa s t wa s qu ite 
clear.  

Th e s u n wa s s et t in g a s we tu rn ed from th e h ill. It 
was almost dark when we reached our new quarters.  

Th e s cen e with in th e h ou s e wa s m a gn ificen t . It wa s 
nothing more than a huge, rudely-built stone cattle-shed
va s t , ca vern ou s ligh ted on ly by a p ile of b la zin g logs . 
Grea t cu r ta in s of cobweb h u n g from th e s m oke-blacked 
ra fters a bove. Th e wa lls a n d th e pos ts th a t bore th e roof 
glit tered with ca r tridge-belts a n d b ra n d-n ew Ma u s ers , th e 
wea pon s of th e fou r-and-twen ty t r ibes m en ga th ered to 
m eet u s . Th e grou n d wa s th ick ly s t rewn with h ea ps of 
newly-cut bracken. An Homeric meal was served on many 
s ofra s . Th e twen ty-fou r m en -at-a rm s , b ra ve, with h ea vy 
s ilver ch a in s a n d s ilver -m ou n ted revolvers , cou ch ed like 
pa n th ers in th e ru ddy gla re, wa s a s igh t to rem em ber . 
Two serving-men held flaming torches aloft, by the light of 
wh ich we tore a n d worr ied th e s eeth ed la m b . Th e roof 
rang with laughter, song, and the tamboora. The door was 
shut and barred, the fire was roasting hot, and the smoke 
a lm os t b lin d in g. Th e wa rr iors , rep lete with fa t la m b , 
s p ra wled on th e fern y beds . Th e wom en s qu a t ted in a fa r 
corn er a n d devou red th e rem a in s of th e fea s t , th en 
perform ed th eir p ra yers , r is in g a n d fa llin g, gen u flect in g 
a n d p ros t ra t in g, d im figu res th rou gh a cu r ta in of coilin g 
s m oke. Th e m en p ra yed n ot , n or gen u flected , bu t la y 



down to s leep in a lon g row, pa cked clos e u n der s h eets of 
felt or their own hooded cloaks.  

Th e h ou s e-m a s ter ca m e a n d pu t m e a n d m y two 
companions in a row, spreading a large yorgan over me.  

"With res pect ," s a id th e Fra n cis ca n , ga zin g wild ly 
round "h ere on e gets lice!" It wa s a poin t I cou ld n ot be 
both ered to a rgu e. I s h oved m y coa t u n der m y h ea d a n d 
slep t a t on ce, wa ked frequ en t ly by th e poor Fra n cis ca n 
wh in in g m is era b ly: "Ah , I s leep s o ba d ly! I th in k a lwa ys of 
these lice. I think I feel them now."  

Before fou r th e wom en were a lrea dy m a k in g th e da ily 
b rea d , wres t lin g with th e dou gh in a b ig du g-ou t t rough 
a s th e grey da wn s t ru ggled th rou gh th e ch in ks in th e 
roof. Th e a tm os ph ere of th e yet u n open ed h ou s e wa s 
a s ph yxia t in g. I s t rode over th e bod ies of th e s leep in g m en 
a n d h u rr ied to th e door . Ma rko followed , rou s in g u p ou r 
guide and sending him to catch and saddle the mules. We 
h a d m ea n t to s ta r t a t five. We d id n ot . Th e Fra n cis ca n 
h a d gon e to s leep , a t la s t , in s p ite of h is fea rs , a n d n ow 
n oth in g wou ld m a ke h im a r is e. Wh en we b ru ta lly woke 
h im , h e s a id h e wa s goin g to s leep a ga in , a n d d id s o. By 
th e t im e h e em erged a n d wa s rea dy, a la rge pa r ty of 
excited m en h a d a r r ived from Gu s in je. A n ois y pa r ley 
en s u ed . No s t ra n ger , th ey s a id , ou gh t to h a ve been 
a dm it ted in to th e d is t r ict . Ma rko beca m e very a n xiou s , 
a n d wa s s u re we s h ou ld be deta in ed . Th e lea der of th e 
pa r ty h a d m e a s ked if I h a d "a n yth in g writ ten th a t 
s h owed wh ere t rea s u re wa s h idden ." Cou n t les s t rea s u re 
wa s bu r ied s om ewh ere n ea r . I wa s n ot to ta ke it . After a 
lon g h ou r 's pow-wow th ey t rooped off ba ck to Gu s in je, 
a n d a s s oon a s th ey h a d tu rn ed th e corn er we m ou n ted 
a n d rode qu ick ly a wa y. Nor wa s it too s oon , for m en were 
sent out from Gusinje two hours later to capture us.  



 

VALLEY OF GUSINJE.  

At th e top of th e pa s s , flocks of s h eep a n d goa ts 
t ra iled s in gle file over th e s n ow in lon g da rk lin e, th e fir s t 
up from the plains. The drovers shouted that if we wanted 
m u tton we cou ld look for a s h eep th a t h a d fa llen over th e 
precipice th ey h a d n o t im e to los e m u s t be over th e 
mountains before sundown.  

Th is in s p ired m y pa r ty. We h u rr ied on , a n d a t th e 
top of th e zigza g, wh ere th e edge d ropped s h eer a wa y, th e 
fa in t cry of th e wretch ed bea s t ros e from th e dep th s . Ou r 
gu ide la y fla t , cra n in g over a n d clin gin g to th e p in e roots , 
a n d s a w th e s h eep on a n in a cces s ib le ledge below. A r ifle-
bu llet k illed it , a n d a s h ower of rock d is lodged it . At th e 
bot tom Ma rko, th e Pa dre, a n d I wa ited wh ile th e oth er 
two m u tton -h u n ted a n d retu rn ed t r iu m ph a n t with th e 
bleeding carcase. A great disembowelling took place at the 
r iver 's s ou rce, a n d th ere wa n dered u p a ra gged old m a n , 
wh o collected th e coil of s lippery gu ts in h is a rm s a n d 
begged if we d id n ot wa n t th em th a t h e m igh t h a ve th em 
to m a ke s ou p . We left h im a s qu a t on th e s t rea m ba n k , 
wa s h in g h is t rea s u re-t rove. Th a t n igh t we s u pped off s h ot 
s h eep . An d th is is th e s tory of h ow I d id n ot get to 
Gusinje.  

Of th e or igin of th e Gu s in je peop le I lea rn t on ly th a t 
they derive from many stocks; that before turning Moslem 
th ey were Or th odox, a n d h a d n ever been Ca th olic. Als o 
th a t th ey ca n a lm os t a ll s pea k Serb a s well a s Alba n ia n . 
Wh ich a ll poin ts to a pos s ib le Serb or igin , th ou gh m u ch 



in ter t r iba l "s n ip in g" n ow ta kes p la ce between th em a n d 
the Montenegrin border tribe, Vasojevich.  

Of th e even m ore rem ote a n d res erved folk of Pla va , 
on th e m ou n ta in s a bove Gu s in je wh o h a ve d r iven a wa y 
m ore th a n on e Tu rk is h Govern or a n d t roops it is s a id 
th a t pa r t der ive from th e Ca th olic t r ibe of Hot i (I h a d th is 
from a Hot i m a n ), bu t th a t oth ers , wh o a re "very 
im pu den t a n d defia n t ," a re "very, very old ," a n d a lon g 
time ago were called Pagani. I asked what was the religion 
of th es e Pa ga n i, bu t m y in form a n t kn ew on ly th a t n ow 
th ey a re Mos lem . Th e word h a d n o m ea n in g to h im . It 
wou ld be in teres t in g to fin d if th ey pa s s ed s t ra igh t from 
Paganism to Islam. It is not impossible.  

I left Th eth i ea r ly n ext m orn in g from Lower Sh a la 
with two fin e wh ite m u les , a n d th eir own ers , wh o lived in 
a ku la , h igh on a cra g. Th e t ra il a lon g th e left ba n k of th e 
Sh a la River is good , r is in g h igh er a n d h igh er on th e 
mountain-s ide. Abou t h a lf-wa y ou r two m en s u gges ted a 
h a lt a t a b ig ku la for wa ter a n d a res t a grea t ru de fou r-
s qu a re tower , with a s ton e s ta irca s e ou ts ide to th e fir s t 
floor.  

Th e xot i i s h p is (lord of th e h ou s e), a ta ll, lea n , ea gle-
eyed old man, welcomed us to his eyrie.  

A wooden la dder led u p in s ide to th e top floor the 
fa m ily dwellin g-room , wh ere th ir ty-on e h u m a n bein gs 
lived togeth er u n der th e a u tocra t ic ru le of th e old m a n . 
Th e s icken in g s ten ch of crowded h u m a n ity wa s 
h eigh ten ed by th e p res en ce of two la rge s h eep , pen n ed 
fetlock-deep in m a n u re, on on e s ide, a n d two s m a ll 
looph oles were th e s ole m ea n s of ligh t a n d ven t ila t ion . 
Fresh brushwood was cast on the half-dead embers of the 
h ea r th in th e cen tre, a n d th e den s e res u lta n t s m oke 
tem pora r ily overca m e th e oth er odou rs . Th e h ea t u n der 
the stone sunbaked roof was suffocating.  

The house-lord, as is etiquette, himself made coffee.  
Th ere wa s a con fu s ed d in of s qu a llin g ch ild ren . 

Th ree, a ll u n der two yea rs old , a ltern a tely m a de 
staggering rushes to the edge of the unguarded trap-door
a n d were res cu ed ju s t in t im e to p reven t th eir com m it t in g 
s u icide in th e dep th s a n d ru s h es to ob ta in refres h m en t 
from th e b rea s ts of th eir m oth ers , wh ich were 
conveniently exposed.  

Th e m en lis ten ed ea ger ly to th e qu es t ion s wh ich th e 
house-lord s h owered u pon u s on th e in ju s t ice of th e 
Govern m en t , th e m is era b le s ta te of th e Ch r is t ia n s the 



h opeles s n es s of a n y im provem en t s o lon g a s th e Tu rks 
governed wh a t d id I th in k a n d a dvis e? I s a id th e first 
thing to do was to check the blood feuds.  

Th e old m a n looked u p keen ly. "Ha ve you a Kin g in 
your country?" he asked. "Yes." "Can he read and write?"
"Yes."  

"And he makes war on his enemies?" "Yes."  
"Well," s a id th e old m a n firm ly "we a re a ll poor m en . 

We h a ve n o s ch ool, we kn ow n oth in g. If you r Kin g, wh o 
ca n rea d a n d write, k ills h is en em ies , wh y s h ou ld n ot we 
poor m en k ill ou rs ?" Th is s en t im en t wa s grea t ly 
a pp la u ded . "If on e m a n s h oots a n oth er m a n in you r 
country, what does your King do?"  

"He s en ds th e s u va rr is to ca tch th e m u rderer , a 
medjliss is made to judge, and he is hanged."  

Th is th e old m a n con s idered a d ir ty t r ick . Sh oot in g is 
fa r bet ter . As for t ru s t in g th e a r res t to gen da rm es every 
on e kn ows wh a t gen da rm es a re! Th ey wou ld ca tch a n y 
on e, a n d s wea r h e wa s th e m a n . Nor h a d h e a n y op in ion 
of a m ed jlis s m a de by th e Govern m en t . He kn ew wh a t 
govern m en ts were. I a s s u red h im ou r m ed jlis s wa s 
con du cted ju s t ly. He rep lied , "Wh y s pen d a ll th is t im e 
wh en it is fa r m ore con ven ien t a n d s a t is fa ctory to s h oot 
you r en em y you rs elf?" I told h im th a t in ou r la n d peop le 
do n ot ca r ry gu n s a lwa ys . He cou ld n ot u n ders ta n d h ow 
in th a t ca s e a m a n cou ld p rotect h im s elf from h ors e-
s tea lers from over th e border . Nor cou ld h e rea lis e a s ta te 
of s ociety wh ere s u ch th in gs do n ot h a ppen . It filled h im 
with res pect for m y Kin g, wh o, h e op in ed , m u s t h a ve 
k illed va s t qu a n t it ies of th ieves to h a ve p rodu ced s u ch a 
res u lt . An d h e begged m e to tell m y Kin g of th e s a d s ta te 
of Alba n ia , a n d a s k h im wh a t cou ld be don e. If h e were 
really very r ich , a n d wou ld do a lot for th e cou n try, 
perh a ps h e cou ld be Kin g of Alba n ia too. Th e grea t th in g 
wa s to get r id of th e Tu rks . An y of th e Seven Kin gs wou ld 
be better than that.  

So deep ly in teres ted wa s th e old m a n th a t h e begged 
u s to s ta y t ill to-m orrow to d is cou rs e on th es e s u b jects . 
Th e extrem e filth m a de th is u n th in ka b le, bu t I left 
regret fu lly, for th e s h rewd old m a n , with th e 
extra ord in a ry d ign ity a n d s ta te with wh ich h e offered 
h os p ita lity a n d th e u n h es ita t in g obed ien ce th a t h is 
s u b jects a ll ga ve to h is s tern com m a n ds , wa s a h u m a n 
docu m en t wor th s tu dyin g. In flocks h e wa s wea lth y, h is 
ku la fit to s ta n d a lon g s iege, a n d h e h a d good ly s tore of 



win e a n d ra k ia . Th e fa m ily lived in on e room s im ply 
beca u s e it wa s com for ta b le a n d con ven ien t , a n d n ot from 
n eces s ity, a n d , la s t ly, th e s h eep lived with th em beca u s e 
they bring fertility.  

We d ra n k m a n y n ob le s en t im en ts in s t ron g ra k ia , 
among them the health of my King, and I rode away.  

Th e Pa dre of Aba te, th e ch u rch of Lower Sh a la , wa s 
a wa y, bu t h is s erva n t pu t u s u p . In th e even in g we s a t 
ou t u n der th e t rees , a n d d is cu s s ed Sh a la a ffa irs with 
th em th a t ca m e to s ee u s . Th ey s eem ed m u ch p lea s ed 
with th eir repu ta t ion for a h igh dea th -ra te. Fou r m en h a d 
been k illed a few da ys before in a qu a rrel, bu t th a t , said 
s om e on e, wa s n oth in g. "Som etim es we s h oot a lot a ll in 
on e da y. On ce," a n d h e roa red with la u gh ter a t th e m ere 
recollect ion , "twelve were k illed for on e of th es e" he 
d ropped a ca r t r idge from h is belt to illu s t ra te h is ta le. A 
m a n m is s ed a ca r t r idge from h is belt , or s a id h e d id at 
a n y ra te it wa s n ot th ere a n d a ccu s ed th e m a n n ext h im 
of h a vin g p icked it u p . He den ied it . Th e fir s t m a n 
s h ou ted "Th ief!" th e s econ d , "Lia r !" Th e wh ole com pa n y 
p res en t took s ides a n d a ba t t le en s u ed . "Every on e wa s 
shooting a n d s h ou t in g, a n d wh en we left off th ere were 
twelve dea d a n d a wh ole lot wou n ded . Oh n o! we n ever 
found the cartridge. Very likely he had left it at home."  

As a n in s ta n ce of th e deta iled wa y in wh ich loca l 
history is handed down, I noticed with interest that all the 
n a m es of th e k illed were given , th ou gh th e a ffa ir took 
p la ce a dozen yea rs a go. Pea ce be to th eir a s h es ! Th e 
manner of their death still is a joy to their tribe.  

We left for Shoshi early next morning, walked down a 
s teep des cen t to th e r iver , wh ich we cros s ed on a h igh 
wooden b r idge p rotected by a s h r in e to St . An ton y. 
Followin g th e r igh t ba n k of th e Sh a la River a lit t le wa y, 
we s t ru ck u p th e h ill th rou gh m os t m a gn ificen t ch es tn u t 
fores ts . Sh a la , u n der bet ter la w, m igh t be a h a ppy va lley. 
It h a s a s u per la t ive wa ter -s u pp ly, s p r in gs th a t bu bb le 
crystal-clea r from ou t th e rock ; it is well t im bered , a n d 
s u ch cu lt iva b le la n d a s it h a s is very fer t ile. Nor is th ere 
a n y la ck of pa s tu re for flocks . We pa s s ed m a n y b ig ku la s , 
a n d th e fields of s p rou t in g m a ize were a ll gu a rded by 
wooden crosses painted white.  

Des cen d in g, we cros s ed a s m a ll s t rea m , a t r ibu ta ry 
of th e Sh a la River , a s cen ded , a n d a r r ived a t Kis h a 
Shoshit, the church of Shoshi.  



Th e Fra n cis ca n (a Tyroles e from th e Ita lia n -speaking 
district), wh o h a s s pen t a la rge pa r t of h is life with Sh a la -
Sh os h i, h a s been collect in g a n d t ra n s cr ib in g m a n u s cr ip ts 
from th e ch u rch es , a n d pa in fu lly pu t t in g togeth er deta ils 
th a t th row ligh t on th e h is tory of th e cou n try. Bu t s o 
m a n y ch u rch es h a ve been bu rn ed , with a ll th a t th ey 
con ta in ed , th a t records a re few. Th e ea r lies t h e s h owed 
me was of 1648, and recorded the assassination that year 
of five Franciscans; one at Podgoritza.  

Th e Podgor itza Mos lem s ren ega de Serbs a n d 
Albanians were fa m ed for ferocity. Un der Mon tenegrin 
ru le a cu r iou s th in g h a s h a ppen ed . Wh en th e town firs t 
beca m e Mon ten egr in a very la rge pa r t of th e Alba n ia n 
in h a b ita n ts ret ired to Tu rk is h ter r itory. Sin ce th en 
Alba n ia n s h a ve been s lowly a n d pea cefu lly recon qu er in g 
th eir los t town . Th e Mos lem left , bu t th e Ca th olic 
t ra des m a n h a s ta ken h is p la ce. Alm os t a ll th e t ra de of 
Mon ten egro is in h is h a n ds , a n d h e it is , ch iefly, th a t is 
em ployed by th e Ita lia n toba cco com pa n y th ere. For th e 
Mon ten egr in h a s n o gen iu s for t ra de. Podgor itza is th e 
r ich es t town in Mon ten egro, bu t th e m on ey is m os t ly in 
Alba n ia n h a n ds . Th e con qu ered is ea t in g u p th e 
conqueror.  

Accord in g to loca l t ra d it ion , it wa s to Sh os h i th a t th e 
hero, Lek Dukaghin, came on fleeing from Rashia. A rock
Gu ri Lek Du ka gh in it th a t s ta n ds h igh on th e h ills ide 
across the valley, marks the spot where he first stayed.  

Next Su n da y wa s Wh it Su n da y. Th e lit t le ch u rch wa s 
crowded. Many had come a four-hours' tramp.  

An d a lwa ys wh en I wen t to m a s s I a s ked m ys elf 
fru it les s ly, "Wh a t does th eir religion m ea n to th es e 
people?"  

Th a t th ey p la ce grea t im por ta n ce on its s ym bols 
th ere is n o dou b t . Th e cros s is a s or t of a ch a rm , m a rked 
on b rea d , p la n ted on every h ill, s cra tch ed or pa in ted on 
every door , s et on th e ga b le of roofs , worn rou n d every 
n eck , a n d ta t tooed on th e h a n d , a rm , or b rea s t of th e 
grea ter pa r t of th e Ca th olic popu la t ion a s a p rotect ive 
ch a rm . Bu t of th e rea l tea ch in g of Ch r is t ia n ity th ey s eem 
to have no idea. The Jesuits have, unfortunately, made an 
a ppa llin g a n d revolt in g s er ies of p ictu res , s h owin g th e 
tor tu res to wh ich th e s in fu l m ou n ta in eer will be 
s u b jected , a n d with th es e s t r ive to ter r ify h im in to 
obedience. Of Deus caritas I fear he has heard little.  



An d th e p ictu res defea t th eir ob ject . Wh en I on ce 
h ea rd a m a n th rea ten ed with h ell-fire for ta k in g h is 
sister-in-la w a s con cu b in e, h e rep lied , "We s h ou ld n ot be 
so cruel, and God is not crueller than we are."  

Th e Pa dre of Sh os h i h a s grea t u n ders ta n d in g of a n d 
s ym pa th y with h is peop le. I h ea rd m ore th a n on e ta le of 
h ow in m id -win ter h e h a d r is ked h is life, figh t in g h is wa y 
through snow and swollen torrents, to reach a dying man.  

Th e con grega t ion filed ou t in to th e s u n s h in e before I 
had come to a conclusion about them.  

On th e s pa ce in fron t of th e ch u rch a grea t m ed jlis s 
took p la ce. Th e Elders s a t in a circle on th e grou n d or on 
s ton es . Th e s u b ject of deba te wa s th e ca s e of th e ch ild 
wh o h a d been s h ot a t Gh oa n n i by th e Sh os h i m a n . 
Sh os h i, to it s cred it be it s a id , wa s violen t ly in d ign a n t 
over th e a ffa ir , a n d pu b lic op in ion ra n s o h igh th a t th e 
ghaks u r h a d n ot da red to rem a in in th e t r ibe, bu t h a d 
fled . Th e m ed jlis s n ow wa s h eld to decide wh eth er h is 
house should be burnt as punishment.  

Ma n y were in fa vou r of th is . Th e d ifficu lty wa s th a t 
th ere wa s n o la w u n der wh ich th is cou ld be don e. Th e 
b lood h a d been ta ken ou ts ide th e t r ibe, th erefore wa s n ot 
a cr im e a ga in s t th e t r ibe, a n d n ot pu n is h a b le by it . Th e 
du ty of ven gea n ce la y with th e dea d boy's fa m ily. All 
a greed th a t if th ey liked to com e a n d fire th e h ou s e, 
Sh os h i wou ld n ot oppos e th em . Bu t , a s th e n ea r rela t ives 
were a cr ipp led fa th er a n d a ch ild , th ey were in ca pa b le of 
executing justice.  

Th e qu es t ion ca u s ed grea t excitem en t . Th e bu rn in g 
of th e h ou s e wou ld en ta il pa s s in g a n ew la w to pu n is h a 
m a n for a cr im e a ga in s t a n oth er t r ibe. Th is wou ld m ea n 
a n en t ire recon s tru ct ion of th e code, a n d n oth in g les s 
th a n con s ider in g. th em s elves a s a n a t ion , a n d n ot a s 
detached tribes.  

I asked whether it were not possible at least to pass a 
la w to pu n is h a n y m a n k illin g a ch ild n ot of a ge to bea r 
arms.  

It wa s poin ted ou t th a t if Sh os h i d id s o, a n d 
n eigh bou r t r ibes d id n ot , Sh os h i wou ld be a t a 
d is a dva n ta ge. I a s ked wh eth er th e pu n is h in g in th is 
pa r t icu la r ca s e cou ld be t ru s ted to th e Tu rk is h 
Govern m en t , bu t wa s told th a t th e m a n h a d fled n on e 
knew where, so that he could not be given up, and that to 
in vite Tu rk is h s old iers in to bu rn a Sh os h i h ou s e wou ld 
be a bad precedent.  



Th e qu es t ion wa s d is cu s s ed for two da ys , a n d wa s 
undecided when I left.  

Th e p roceed in gs of th e 
m ed jlis s were very order ly, s a ve 
for th e grea t n ois e; u s u a lly a 
m a n wa s h ea rd ou t with few 
in ter ru p t ion s ; on ly n ow a n d th en 
s evera l s h ou ted a t on ce. Mos t of 
th e t im e th e ca s e wa s a rgu ed by 
two m en on e on ea ch s ide the 
oth ers a s s en t in g or d is s en t in g, 
bu t n ot b rea k in g in to th e deba te. 
A fin e old m a n , on e Nik Lu tzi, 
s a id to be a n h u n dred yea rs old , 
th e h ea dm a n of a ll Sh os h i, wa s 
on e of th e ch ief s pea kers . Lea n , 

s h ru n ken , bu t fu ll of life a n d en ergy, with a h ea vy grey 
m ou s ta ch e a n d a flin t lock p is tol, h e s a t a ler t a n d 
emphatic, thundering his views with a great voice.  

I looked on a ll th e a ftern oon t ill th e m eet in g b roke 
u p . Th ere wa s a n odd fa s cin a t ion a bou t wa tch in g th e 
expou n d in g of Lek Du ka gh in 's la w, clos e to th e s pot 
where he is said to have first settled.  

Accord in g to cu s tom , m a le b lood of th e t r ibe ca n be 
ta ken s o s oon a s th e ch ild 's h ea d h a s been s h a ved . For 
th is rea s on , I wa s told , m oth ers with on e lit t le boy 
s om et im es dela y th e s h a vin g a lit t le. Bu t it is n ot th ou gh t 
correct.  

Popu la r feelin g n ow s eem s to be in a dva n ce of t r ibe 
u s a ge, a n d it is to be h oped ch ild -b lood will cea s e s oon to 
be lia b le for ven gea n ce. Till free from th e r is k of b lood , 
children can never be sent long distances to school.  

From Sh os h i a fa ir ly good rou te took u s by Ch a fa 
Kir it , over th e m ou n ta in s th a t form th e wa ters h ed 
between Sh os h i a n d Lower Pu la t i, to th e ch u rch of Kir i, 
a n d th en ce down to a n d a cros s th e r iver Kir i, ta m e a n d 
s h ru n ken by s u m m er d rou gh t . A s h or t a s cen t on th e 
oth er s ide, a des cen t to cros s a t r ibu ta ry s t rea m took u s 
to the church of Suma by about seven.  

Th e p r ies t wa s a wa y, th e h ou s e locked u p , bu t we 
h a d n ot lon g to wa it for qu a r ters . A fin e you n g m a n ca m e 
down , a n d a s ked u s to be h is gu es ts . Th e h ou s e wa s a 
stone one of the shed pattern, one long, windowless room; 
th ree m en a n d two wom en were its in m a tes , a n d a ll a t 
on ce s et to work to m a ke rea dy for u s . On e m a n h u rr ied 



off, cut great bundles of walnut branches, and made me a 
s p r in gy a n d deliciou s ly s cen ted cou ch on th e grou n d ju s t 
ou ts ide th e door , wh ere I res ted lu xu r iou s ly. An oth er 
ru s h ed to th e r is in g grou n d a bove th e h ou s e, a n d yelled 
a lou d to th e fou r qu a r ters of th e com pa s s : "We h a ve 
gu es ts ; a m a n from Scu ta r i, two from Sh a la , on e from 
Sh os h i, a n d a s t ra n ge wom a n ." Th e cry ech oed a rou n d . 
Th e h ou s e wa s in b lood , a n d th is wa s to wa rn a ll wh om it 
migh t con cern th a t to-n igh t wa s "clos e t im e for s h oot in g." 
A h ou s e with gu es ts in it is exem pt; a n d a ga in , a s th e 
ligh t fa ded from th e s ky, ra n g th e wa rn in g yell, "We h a ve 
gu es ts ." For it is in th e gloa m in g th a t th e b lood-hunter 
seeks his prey.  

Th u s h a d th ey fa llen in b lood : Th e you n g fellow wh o 
h a d in vited u s h a d been en ga ged from in fa n cy to a gir l. 
Wh en s h e wa s r ipe for m a rr ia ge, h er fa th er s old h er to 
a n oth er ; th e you th h a d n ever even s een th e gir l, bu t th is 
wa s of n o m om en t , h is h on ou r wa s b la cken ed . He went 
for th a n d s h ot a m a n of th e gir l's fa m ily, a n d clea n s ed it ; 
n ow th e fa m ily of th e s la in m a n h u n gered for th e b lood of 
h im or h is . He looked on th e s itu a t ion with gr im 
satisfaction, for he knew he had acted righteously.  

I la y a n d lis ten ed to th e ta le wh ile th e th ree m en , 
in ten t on feed in g u s s u m ptu ou s ly, s la u gh tered a k id on a 
h u rd le by th e doors tep a n d were bu s y clea n in g a n d 
quartering it.  

J u s t a s th ey were b loody to th e elbows da n ! ra n g a 
r ifle a n d ph ew-ew s a n g a bu llet clos e over ou r h ea ds from 
behin d th e corn er of th e wa ll. Down fell th e fla yin g-
kn ives ; th e th ree s n a tch ed th e Ma r t in is th a t h u n g h a n dy 
from th e s ton e b ra ckets by th e door , a n d da s h ed off in 
h ot pu rs u it . A yell of la u gh ter followed a t on ce. A 
n eigh bou r with a s t ron g s en s e of h u m ou r h a d fired , ju s t 
for a joke, to m a ke th em ju m p! I la y on m y wa ln u t lea ves , 
for I wa s t ired a n d h a d n ot both ered to get u p , a n d 
enjoyed the joke hugely.  

With Ma rko's h elp I exp la in ed th a t gir ls in En gla n d 
were very a p t to b rea k off en ga gem en ts in a ligh t a n d 
ca s u a l m a n n er , even wh en th e gen t lem a n wa s th eir own 
ch oice, a n d to ta ke a n oth er , a n d th a t n o s h oot in g took 
p la ce. Th e m a n h a d to pu t u p with it , a n d fin d a n oth er if 
he could.  

Th ey were h orr ified . Th e jilted on e cr ied lou d ly th a t 
s u ch crea tu res cou ld n ot be ca lled m en ; s u ch cowa rd ice 
wa s in cred ib le. Th e gir l's fa th er ou gh t to be s h ot for 



letting her behave so. He could make her obey if he chose. 
They agreed that this was what one must expect if women 
were allowed opinions.  

It wa s da rk by n ow. We wen t in to th e h ou s e a n d la y 
rou n d th e cen tra l fire on cou ch es of fern wh ile th e k id 
wa s t ra n s form ed in to fou r cou rs es s ou p , ch u n ks of liver 
a n d k idn ey roa s ted on a s p it , boiled k id , a n d k id ba ked 
with herbs. By this time it was past ten, and I was asleep, 
a n d h a d to be wa ked to ea t . An d I wa s a s leep lon g before 
th e lively pa r ty h a d p icked a ll th e bon es . We a ll s lep t on 
the floor except the head of the house, who slept in a little 
room , or ra th er box, of h u rd le, h u n g like a s wa llow's n es t 
u pon th e wa ll a n d s u ppor ted below by a pos t . Th e h ou s e 
wa s rem a rka b ly clea n , a n d th e two wom en very n ea t a n d 
ga y. Hea r in g from Ma rko th a t I liked m ilk , th ey h a d a 
la rge bowlfu l rea dy for m e wh en I woke in th e m orn in g. 
An d it will be lon g before I s h a ll forget m y h os p ita b le a n d 
gallant h os ts wh o took m e in a n d ga ve m e of th eir bes t , 
a n d wh o lived u p to th eir code, cou n t in g th eir lives a s 
n oth in g wh en it wa s a ca s e of keep in g h on ou r s pot les s . It 
is by n o m ea n s every on e in a "civilis ed" la n d wh o is 
prepared to do this.  

From Su m a we rode u p to th e top of th e m ou n ta in 
r idge th a t en ds in Ma ra n a j, th e s qu a re-h ea ded m ou n ta in 
con s p icu ou s from Scu ta r i, a n d s a w a won drou s 
pa n ora m a of a ll Scu ta r i La ke, th e pa rch ed a n d yellow 
p la in , a n d th e m ou n ta in s , pea k beyon d pea k , fa d in g in to 
infinite space in a dazzle of sunlight.  

Down we wen t to th e Kir i a ga in , wh ere it pou rs from 
ou t th e va lley, a n d th e ru in s of Dr is h t i s tood s h a rp 
against the sky on the summit of the hill beyond.  

Th e s pell of th e wildern es s wa s u pon m e, a n d even 
Scu ta r i s eem ed too civilis ed , bu t we d id n ot en ter it in a 
wh olly com m on pla ce m a n n er , for ou r two m en , wh o h a d 
com e a ll th e wa y from Th eth i a n d s erved u s excellen t ly, 
s u dden ly a n n ou n ced th a t for p r iva te rea s on s th ey da red 
n ot en ter th e town . I fa n cy Sh a la owed th e Govern m en t 
money, a n d th ey fea red les t th eir bea u t ifu l wh ite m u les 
s h ou ld be s eized . We h a d to u n s a dd le a t a ka va n a 
outside, and find a man to carry harness and saddles into 
th e town . We h a d s n ea ked ou t in th e grey of th e m orn in g; 
we trailed in at even by the back way.  

Th e fir s t n ews wa s th a t th e op in ion of th e Va li n eed 
n o m ore be con s idered . Nor th a t of Ezza d Bey, th e 
com m a n der of th e gen da rm er ie. Th e s old iery, s ick of 



wa it in g for pa y lon g defer red , h a d pea cefu lly revolted , 
stacked their arms, and refused to do more drill till things 
were r igh ted . It wa s ru m ou red th a t th e pa y h a d s tu ck in 
th e Va li's pocket , a n d th a t h is pos it ion wa s m os t 
p reca r iou s , a n d Ezza d Bey, th e tyra n t of Tira n a , h a d "left 
for h is h ea lth ," a n d wa s t ra vellin g a b roa d polit ica l fever , 
it was said.  

He h a d , it wou ld a ppea r , h a d ru m ou rs of th e 
a pproa ch in g even ts , a n d with d ra wn to a s a fe p la ce t ill h e 
knew "which way the cat hopped."  

An d a ll th is wa s th e clou d n o b igger th a n a m a n 's 
h a n d th a t h era lded a m igh ty s torm bu t a s yet we kn ew it 
not.    

CHAPTER VII 
DUKAGHINI DUSHMANI, BERISHA, NIKAJ, SHALA  

"Th e th in g th a t h a th been is th a t wh ich s h a ll be; a n d 
that which is done is that which shall be done."  

A FEW da ys in Scu ta r i s u fficed to rep ly to a very 
bela ted corres pon den ce a n d ga th er a n idea of wh a t h a d 
been h a ppen in g in Eu rope, a ls o to h a ve th e gir th s , 
cru pper , a n d b rea s t -s t ra p of m y s a dd le looked to for 
on e's life m a y depen d on th e s t ren gth of a cou p le of 
buckles and I was ready to start again for the wilderness.  

Th e Va li's op in ion , a fter h is recen t h u m ilia t ion , wa s 
con s idered of n o im por ta n ce, s o lea vin g th e town 
r igh teou s ly a n d a s bold a s lion s with two very good 
h ors es a n d a n excellen t k ir ijee before 6 A.M. we were 
well on our way to Shlaku.  

Followin g u p a n d th en ford in g th e Kir i, we s t ru ck u p 
country by a n a rrow s h a dy la n e, n ea r Mu s elim i, r ich with 
grea t clu s ters of wild pu rp le clem a t is . Green a n d s teel-
b lu e d ra gon -flies fla s h ed in th e s u n , a n d cou n t les s b ig 
scarlet-win ged gra s s h oppers da n ced in d izzy rou n d , 
wh ir r in g h a rs h ly. All n a tu re s eem ed fu ll of th e joy of life. 
Th e m a ize grew fa t a n d lu xu r ia n t in th e well-t illed fields . 
Th ere were grea t fig a n d olive ga rden s , a n d th e few 
vin eya rds looked flou r is h in g. Th is , s om e yea rs a go, th e 
bes t win e-growin g la n d of th e d is t r ict , wa s deva s ta ted by 
Phylloxera, a n d rep la n t in g h a s bu t ju s t begu n . It belon gs 
pa r t ly to Mos lem s a n d pa r t ly to Ch r is t ia n s . Th e des ola te 
s ton y wa s tes th a t n ow border th e Kir i were s im ila r ly r ich , 



bu t floods h a ve torn down a ll th e s oil a n d left ru in 
behind.  

We a s cen ded th e va lley of a s m a ll t r ibu ta ry, a n d 
cu lt iva t ion cea s ed . Th e low h ills of cru m bly red s oil a re 
fa ir ly cloth ed with vegeta t ion a n d th e t ra ck good ; bu t 
n eith er a h ou s e, n or a bea s t , n or a s ou l wa s to be s een , 
n or a n y s ign of m a n . High er u p wa s s om e cu lt iva ted 
grou n d , a n d s om e m en h a rd a t work m a k in g a n 
a qu edu ct , lea d in g wa ter from th e s t rea m th rou gh a 
ch a n n el th ey h a d ba n ked a lon g th e h ills ide a n d b r idgin g 
a gap with dug-out wooden troughs on trestles.  

To th e r igh t of th e t ra ck , on a wooded , h ill, s ta n d th e 
ru in s of a n old ch u rch , Kis h a Sh a t it . Des er ted ch u rch es 
th rou gh ou t Alba n ia often s ta n d in th ick woods , a s s om e 
s u pers t it ion p reven ts even th e Mos lem s from cu t t in g 
wood near them.  

Th e ru in s a re la rge. Th e rem a in s of a tower s t ill 
s ta n d , a n d wa lls of la rge bu ild in gs , s a id to h a ve been a 
b is h op 's pa la ce a n d a m on a s tery, cover a ll th e h illtop . 
With in th e ch u rch la y h ea ps of h u m a n bon es , for th e 
n a t ives h a ve gru bbed u p a ll th e floor in va in s ea rch of 
hidden treasure.  

A ru de a lta r , bu ilt with s t icks a n d boa rds a ga in s t a 
t ree, s h owed wh ere m a s s is s t ill s erved on ce a yea r . It is 
n ot kn own wh en th e ch u rch fell in to ru in , bu t it m u s t 
h a ve been lon g a go. Th e p res en t ch u rch of th e d is t r ict is 
a t Ma zreku , h a rd by, a n d is in clu ded in th e d ioces e (bu t 
not the district) of Pulati.  

At th e top of th e h ill we were h os p ita b ly en ter ta in ed 
by th e own er of a s m a ll h ou s e. Ma rko h a d expected to 
fin d a n a cqu a in ta n ce h ere, bu t h e h a d gon e th e wa y of 
m a n y a m a lts or (m ou n ta in m a n ), a n d h a d been s h ot a 
yea r or two a go. Ha lf th e h ou s e it h a d been two cottages 
in on e b lock wa s a h ea p of ru in s : bu rn ed for "b lood ." Its 
owner, our host's cousin, had fled.  

We res ted u n der a la rge m u lberry t ree. A m os t 
p r im it ive la dder , like th e bea rs ' pole a t th e Zoo, s erved a s 
a wa y u p it , a n d th e k ir ijee fea s ted la rgely on th e s ick ly-
sweet white mulberries.  

From h ere on wa rd th e cou n try wa s ba rer a n d ba rer , 
rocky a n d wa ter les s ; th e h ou s es were few a n d wretch ed . 
An d we ca m e to Kis h a Sh la ku t (Ch u rch of Sh la ku ) a bou t 
five in th e even in g. Th e villa ge s om e dozen s ca t tered 
houses is called Lot Gegaj.  

The priest was absent had been sent for up country.  



I h a ve been in m a n y m ela n ch oly s pots , bu t Lot Gega j 
is on e of th e wors t . All a rou n d th e pa rs on a ge wa s a 
desolation of huge slabs of rock. It splits in narrow strata, 
and the cleavage is so sharp that it appears machine-cut
th e rem n a n ts of a gia n t fa ctory of roofin g s la bs . On ly th e 
s ca n t ies t vegeta t ion m a n a ges to clin g in th e crevices . 
Deep down below flowed th e Dr in , tu rb id a n d yellow, h a lf 
em pty, with ba re t ra cts of s h in gle on eith er s ide, bu t s t ill 
flowin g ra p id ly between th e forb idd in g fla n ks of th e gr im 
va lley. I th ou gh t of th e La ke of Och r ida , wh en ce Dr in 
s p r in gs , of th e s qu a lid den s of m is ery on its s h ores , of 
fever-s t r icken refu gees a n d pu tr id gu n s h ot wou n ds in th e 
s p r in g of 1904 , a fter th e Bu lga r ia n revolu t ion , t ill Dr in 
s eem ed on e of th e r ivers of Ha des , a n d its wa ters flowed 
only to mock the parched and starving heights.  

Th ree m on th s ' u n broken d rou gh t , des t in ed to la s t 
three more, had already brought the people to dire straits. 
It took two h ou rs to fetch a s m a ll ba r rel of wa ter to th e 
ch u rch , a n d oth er h ou s es were m u ch fa r th er a wa y. Th e 
wretch ed , h a lf-s ta rved goa ts a n d s h eep were d r iven to 
wa ter on ce in twen ty-fou r h ou rs . Sh la ku t r ibe con s is ts of 
a bou t th ree h u n dred h ou s es , a ll Ch r is t ia n . It is a n 
offs h oot of th e t r ibe of Top la n a . A th ird of it lives by 
charcoal-bu rn in g, th e oth ers by keep in g goa ts . Th ere is 
very little cultivable land.  

On e s a m ple of th e life of gr in d in g m is ery will s u ffice. 
A man most honest and hard-working supported himself, 
h is widowed s is ter -in-la w, a n d h er ch ild , by ch a rcoa l-
bu rn in g. Week ly, h e took a s m u ch a s h e cou ld ca r ry, a n d 
d rove a loa ded don key down to Scu ta r i, exch a n gin g th e 
ch a rcoa l for th e m a ize u pon wh ich th ey lived . Bu t h e fell 
ill, a n d en tru s ted h is don key to a n eigh bou r , wh o ill-
t rea ted it , a n d th e wretch ed bea s t d ied . Ill, h e cra wled to 
Scu ta r i with a ll th e ch a rcoa l h e cou ld ca r ry, bu t it wa s n o 
lon ger en ou gh to bu y th e week 's food . On ly by s pen d in g a 
wh ole da y in th e town a n d beggin g s cra ps of food , wh ich 
h e ca r r ied h om e, cou ld th ey m a n a ge to live. A Scu ta ren e 
took p ity on h im , a n d ga ve h im en ou gh m a ize to s ow h is 
lit t le field . He s owed it , bu t th e cru el d rou gh t k illed 
a lm os t th e wh ole of it . Th e s ick ly, u n der-fed ch ild a n d its 
mother who wa s cr ipp led with a cu te rh eu m a tis m could 
do n oth in g to h elp in th e ch a rcoa l-bu rn in g. An d th u s do 
folk in Shlaku drag out a miserable existence.  

If th is lu ck les s fa m ily wou ld tu rn Mos lem th ey wou ld 
a lm os t cer ta in ly h a ve th eir wa n ts relieved . Bu t th is th ey 



will never do. Some poor wretches came and prayed me to 
tell th em wh ere th ey cou ld fin d wa ter . Th ey d id n ot m in d 
h ow deep ly th ey m u s t d ig, if I cou ld on ly tell th em wh ere. 
And they were woefully disappointed.  

I left Shlaku, glad to escape the sight of misery which 
I could not relieve.  

A Sh la ku m a n ca m e with u s a s es cor t , a n d pu t on a 
clea n s h ir t a n d gold -em broidered wa is tcoa t , to 
a ccom pa n y u s wor th ily. We s ta r ted by a s h a rp a s cen t , u p 
th e s h ou lder of th e b ig m ou n ta in , Ts u ka li, ba re a t fir s t , 
th en covered with th e low s cru b beech wh ich is cu t for 
ch a rcoa l, a n d ca m e in to th e m os t m a gn ificen t virgin 
fores t of m on u m en ta l beech es m iles a n d m iles of it great 
s t ra igh t s ilver t ru n ks s om e h u n dred feet h igh , gia n ts 
centuries old.  

Our luckless horses had had no drink since noon the 
da y before, a n d we m a de for th e n ea res t s p r in g. It wa s a 
m ere t r ick le, a n d th e du g-ou t t rou gh wa s em pty. Bu t by 
clea r in g th e ch a n n el of beech lea ves , a n d let t in g ou t s om e 
wa ter th a t h a d collected a bove, en ou gh wa s ob ta in ed in 
twenty minutes to give them each a drink.  

We t ra m ped on th rou gh beech lea ves , s om et im es 
knee-deep . On ly th e s wis h in g of ou r feet in th e dea d 
lea ves b roke th e h ea vy s ilen ce of th e fores t . In on e p la ce 
s om e on e h a d th rown down a ligh t , a n d lon g a rm s of 
b la ck a s h s p ra wled u p th e s lopes , th e fire cra wlin g 
s m ou lder in g, with ou t bu rs t in g in to fla m e. A th in colu m n 
of b lu e s m oke s h owed a live s pot . My m en wou ld n ot 
t rou b le to t ry a n d s ta m p it ou t , s a yin g th a t if n o win d 
b lew it wou ld be a ll r igh t . An d th u s a re a cres of fores t 
burnt every year, when the dry season has set in.  

High on th e m ou n ta in we s u dden ly ca m e ou t to a 
fin e gra s s y p la in , wh ere two m en were bu s y h a ym a k in g. 
On a ll s ides it wa s wa lled in by beech fores t , a n d u p 
above towered the bare peak of Tsukali.  

Th e m en ca m e u p m os t k in d ly with a la rge ja r of cold 
water, and spread hay for us. We lay in the shade and ate 
a n d d ra n k , a n d th ey told of th e da n gers of th e fores t in 
winter en d les s , t ra ck les s , s h rou ded in s n ow, h ow a 
wom a n a n d ch ild wh o t r ied to cros s it la s t December 
n ever ca m e ou t a ga in . Va in ly were th ey s ea rch ed for 
m a n y da ys , a n d th eir rem a in s were on ly a cciden ta lly 
fou n d in Ma y, in th e dep th s of th e fores t , wh en th e 
snowdrifts melted.  



Ma rko, ta lk in g to th e two m en , refer red to th em a s 
"b roth ers ." Th e elder bu rs t ou t la u gh in g. "Broth er! Th a t 's 
my son!"  

Even Ma rko wa s s u rp r is ed . "How old a re you ?"
"Thirty-on e." "An d you r s on ?" "Fifteen . I m a rr ied you n g, I 
d id . Th ey wa n ted a n oth er wom a n to do th e work of th e 
h ou s e, s o th ey bou gh t m e on e. Th ey s a id I wa s qu ite old 
enough, and you see I was." He roared with laughter.  

I a s ked h ow old h is wife wa s wh en th ey m a rr ied . 
"Twenty-five," s a id h e, a n d a dded it wa s a grea t both er , 
"for n ow s h e is very old , a n d n o good a t a ll. I m u s t get 
another somehow."  

Th e boy wa s a fin e-grown s pecim en . Th ey were both 
of th e s m a ll, da rk type p reva len t in a ll th is pa r t of th e 
cou n try s o fa r a s I s a w. Grey a n d b lu e eyes a re very 
scarce here.  

Th e ch a ra cter is t ics of th e s m a ll, da rk type a re: rou n d 
h ea d , fa ce s h or t a n d ra th er wide a cros s th e cheekbones, 
brown hair and eyes, varying in darkness to almost black; 
eyebrows level, often n ea r ly or qu ite m eet in g over th e 
n os e, wh ich is u s u a lly s h or t a n d s t ra igh t , m a ybe s ligh t ly 
a qu ilin e, bu t n ever h a s th e lon g, d roop in g poin t 
ch a ra cter is t ic of th e fa ir type of Ma lts ia e m a dh e, a n d th e 
fa ir peop le of Mon ten egro, Bos n ia , a n d Cen tra l a n d Sou th 
Alba n ia . Th e h a ir on th e fa ce is s pa rs e a n d s t ra ggly; th a t 
on th e h ea d grows very low on th e foreh ea d , a n d th ere is 
often a d is t in ct t ra ce of h a ir a lon g th e tem pora l bon e to 
th e ou ter en d of th e eyebrow. Th is s m a ll, da rk Alba n ia n 
type d iffers m a rked ly from th e la rge, da rk type of 
Mon ten egro, in wh ich th e s ku ll is extrem ely wide a t th e 
tem ples a n d cu t s t ra igh t off a t th e ba ck , a n d th e 
individual is tall, broad, and heavily built.  

I fa n cy th ere is n o Sla von ic a dm ixtu re a t a ll in th e 
small, dark Albanian type. There are certainly no Slavonic 
place-names in the parts where it predominates.  

We des cen ded on foot th rou gh th e fores t cool, green , 
a n d s ilen t a n d ca m e ou t s u dden ly on to s corch in g rock 
u n der a b la zin g s u n . Th e des cen t wa s s teep a n d ba d a t 
fir s t , a n d th en ca m e a "s a dd le" even wors e, wh ere th e 
h ors es were d ra gged a lon g with d ifficu lty. Th e h ea t wa s 
intense, and the men, parched with thirst, called a halt in 
a pa tch of s h a de. To m a ke s u re of ob ta in in g wa ter , th ey 
yelled to a ll poin ts of th e com pa s s th a t a p r ies t wa s dyin g 
of th irs t on th e m ou n ta in -s ide. A m os t ch a r ita b le you th 
clim bed u p from h is h ou s e half-an-h ou r d is ta n t carrying 



the largest bottle-gourd I ever saw, wrapped in a wet cloth 
a n d fu ll of cold s p r in g wa ter (fa r too cold , I th ou gh t , to 
d r in k in s u ch h ea t), a n d a t in pot . My m en d ra n k t ill I 
th ou gh t th ey wou ld bu rs t . On e d ra in ed th e t in pot s even 
t im es (con s idera b ly over th ree p in ts ), a n d s a id h e felt 
much bet ter . Ha lf a potfu l wa s en ou gh for m e, wh ich 
surprised them. The men of the Balkan peninsula all have 
a n in cred ib le ca pa city for wa ter -d r in k in g. Th u s revived , 
we s ta r ted a ga in , Ma rko a n d I by a "s h or t cu t" im pos s ib le 
for th e h ors es , wh ich were s en t a rou n d by th e wa ter -
bringing youth.   

 

SHALA MEN. 

 

ORDINARY PATTERN MILL, SHALA.  

Th e "s h or t cu t" wa s a pa th s om e twelve in ch es wide 
a lon g th e fa ce of a cliff. Ba rr in g th e fa ct th a t th ere were 
s om e h u n dred feet to fa ll, th ere wa s n o d ifficu lty a bou t it , 
bu t th e reverbera t ion of h ea t off th e wa ll of rock wa s 
a wfu l, a n d to a void bein g s u n s tru ck I h u rr ied a lon g a s 
fa s t a s I cou ld in s p ite of Ma rko's im p lor in g s h ou ts 
behind me, "Kadal, kadal" (Slowly).  

Th en ca m e a very deep des cen t , a n d we s a w th e 
ch u rch of Du s h m a n i fa r below on a lit t le green oa s is , a n d 



lower s t ill th e r iver Dr in , a ll wa lled in by gr im , iron -grey 
ramparts of rock.  

Dushmani con s is t in g of two ba r ia ks , Du s h m a n i a n d 
Temali is one of the wilder tribes.  

It is pa r t of th e d is t r ict of Pos tr ipa . Pos tr ipa con s is ts 
of Ma zreku , Dr is h t i, Sh la ku , a n d Du s h m a n i. 
Eccles ia s t ica lly a ll a re in clu ded in th e d ioces e of Pu la t i, 
bu t a re n ot p roper ly pa r t of th e Pu la t i grou p . Du s h m a n i 
ta kes its n a m e from Pa u l Du s h m a n , a ch iefta in of th e 
fifteen th cen tu ry. Du s h m a n is a Tu rk is h word , m ea n in g 
enemy pos s ib ly a n ickn a m e given h im by th e Tu rks . Th e 
tribe is wholly Christian.  

Th e ba r ia k of Du s h m a n i con s is ts of a h u n dred a n d 
s ixty h ou s es . Of th es e n o fewer th a n for ty were, a t th e 
t im e of m y vis it , in b lood with in th e t r ibe. As for extern a l 
bloods, they were countless.  

Dushmani believes in Lek Dukaghin as the One-that-
must-be-obeyed , a n d th a t h e ordered b lood-vengeance. 
Th e tea ch in g of Ch r is t , th e la ws of th e Ch u rch , fa ll on 
dea f ea rs wh en th e la w of Lek ru n s cou n ter to th em . Bu t 
th ey believed va gu ely in th e s ym bol of Ch r is t ia n ity, for I 
found, on asking, that most men had a tiny cross tattooed 
u pon th e b rea s t or u pper a rm . Th en , in ca s e of bein g 
fou n d dea d in a s t ra n ge p la ce, th ey wou ld be cer ta in of 
Christian burial.  

Yet many of the grave-slabs in Dushmani churchyard 
a re ru dely s cored with m ys ter iou s pa t tern s in wh ich th e 
s u n a n d cres cen t m oon a lm os t in va r ia b ly occu r , a n d th e 
cross seldom the symbols of the pre-Christian beliefs that 
still influence the people. I vainly and repeatedly asked for 
th eir m ea n in g, bu t on ly m et th e old a n s wer , "Per bu ku r" 
(For ornament). No other graveyard yielded me so many of 
th es e, bu t I cou ld n ot h ea r th a t th e s u n a n d m oon were 
ever a tattoo pattern here as in other parts.  

Bon es , a n d fra gm en ts of th em , were s t rewn a ll over 
the place. The explanation was that a huge feast has to be 
held before each funeral. Any one in the tribe can come to 
it , a n d , owin g to th e lon g d is ta n ces th a t folk h a ve to 
jou rn ey, it is very la te before th e in term en t ta kes p la ce. It 
is , th erefore, often h a lf da rk before wh en th e fea s t is 
over th e rela t ives of th e decea s ed d ig th e gra ve, a n d th ey 
d ig h eed les s ly a n ywh ere, d iggin g u p th e form er rem a in s . 
Th ere a ppea rs to be a grea t p reju d ice a ga in s t d iggin g th e 
gra ve s om e t im e before, a s va r iou s u n lu cky th in gs m a y 
h a ppen to it . No on e m a y s tep a cros s it , n or m a y it be left 



empty s om eth in g m a de of iron m u s t be p la ced in it was 
all that I could learn.  

On e of th e t r ibe b loods h a s la s ted for five 
gen era t ion s . Th e ch ief m a n in th is feu d grey-eyed a n d 
fair-h a ired , bu t with th e oth er ph ys ica l ch a ra cter is t ics of 
th e loca l da rk type la m en ted h is pos it ion b it ter ly. Five 
gen era t ion s were too m u ch . Th e qu a rrel h a d h a d n oth in g 
wh a tever to do with h im , bu t h e wa s lia b le to be s h ot for 
it a fter a ll th es e yea rs . I a s ked wh y h e d id n ot pa y b lood-
gelt a n d com pou n d th e feu d . He rep lied in d ign a n t ly th a t 
his side was the innocent one, so why should it pay?  

The Franciscan priest of Dushmani laughed heartily. 
"Th ey a re a ll in n ocen t!" h e s a id , "every on e of th em , 
a ccord in g to th eir own a ccou n t , a n d a ll a t b lood with 
some one or other." He added that because of "blood" they 
would very rarely come to confession. His own servant, for 
example, had killed three.  

Th is you th wa s en t irely deligh tfu l. Bu bb lin g over 
with a n im a l s p ir its , fu ll of jokes , a n d m os t good-natured, 
h e wa s wild ly jea lou s of h is h on ou r , a n d h a d a n a lm os t 
t iger is h th irs t for b lood . His in s t in cts were p r im æ va l, a n d 
h e rejoiced in h is exp loits s o wh ole-h ea r ted ly th a t I cou ld 
not but sympathise with even the bloodiest.  

Aged two-and-twenty, da rk , s ligh t , a ct ive a s a ca t , 
with wide ch eekbon es a n d a s a llow s k in , h e wa s n o 
bea u ty, bu t h is ch eerfu l s m ile a n d h is n a u gh ty, s pa rk lin g 
eyes , a s h e told h is ta les , m a de u p for a ll deficien cies . He 
wa s on e of th e h a pp ies t crea tu res I ever m et . He h a d 
d ra wn h is fir s t b lood a t th e a ge of twelve, wh ich is 
cer ta in ly s om eth in g to be p rou d of. A Mos lem der ided 
Ch r is t ia n ity in h is p res en ce, wh erea t h e h a d a t on ce 
wh ipped ou t h is revolver a n d fired . Th e Mos lem , s ligh t ly 
wounded, returned the fire at once, but missed clean. The 
lit t le wild -ca t th en ru s h ed in , fired fou r s h ots in to th e 
Mos lem , d ropped h im s everely wou n ded , a n d got a wa y 
u n h u r t . As h e s a t a s qu a t , with h is r ifle a cros s h is kn ees , 
h e rolled with m ir th a t th e m ere recollect ion . After th is 
exp loit , it wa s th ou gh t a s well th a t h e s h ou ld lea ve th e 
s cen e of a ct ion for a wh ile, s o h e wen t to Scu ta r i, wh ere
of a ll th in gs in th e wor ld h e took s ervice with a Mos lem 
fa m ily th a t wa s u n a wa re of h is pa s t h is tory. Here h e wa s 
s o well fed a n d h a d s u ch a fin e t im e, th a t s om e of th e 
p r ies ts in Scu ta r i were a fra id h e wou ld be pers u a ded to 
tu rn Tu rk . Th is s t ru ck h im a s pecu lia r ly h u m orou s . Th e 
idea of his being anything but a most exemplary Christian 



wa s too r id icu lou s . A fellow wh o h a s s h ot a Mos lem a t 
twelve tu rn Tu rk !! On e of th e J es u its , in ten t on res cu in g 
him, talked to him in the street and got him to walk to the 
Jesuits' school. Several came and spoke to him. They said 
h e s h ou ld live th ere; th ey wou ld feed h im ju s t a s well a s 
th e Mos lem s , a n d tea ch h im h ow to rea d a n d write. He 
s a w th e oth er lit t le boys . Th e door wa s s h u t . He felt like a 
fox in a t ra p . Never , n ever , cou ld h e bea r s u ch a life. Bu t 
h e wa s a fra id to s a y s o, les t th ey s h ou ld refu s e to let h im 
ou t . He s a id , in s tea d th a t h is Mos lem m a s ter owed h im a 
napoleon : m igh t h e go a n d fetch it fir s t? He wou ld com e 
back at once.  

"An d a s s oon a s I wa s s a fe ou ts ide th e door , I ra n for 
m y life a n d got a wa y to th e m ou n ta in s . Oh , I kep t ou t of 
th e wa y of J es u its , I ca n tell you ! If I h a d s ta yed th ere, I 
da res a y I s h ou ld h a ve been a p r ies t by n ow perh a ps in 
th is very pa r is h ! I a m a good Ch r is t ia n a lwa ys h a ve been 
a n d a lwa ys s h a ll be. No s ch ools for m e; I don 't wa n t to 
read or write it is no use whatever."  

I asked what would be of use.  
"Wh a t we wa n t ," s a id th e Pr im æ va l you th , "is a n ew 

Government a good Government that would do something 
for u s , a good Kin g; a n y on e s o lon g a s h e is r ich a n d n ot 
a Turk; your King, now why can't he come?"  

"You would not like it if he did," said I. "He would not 
allow you to take blood any more."  

"What would he do?"  
"He wou ld s en d h is s u va rr is to ca tch you , a n d you 

would be hanged."  
This took every one aback.  
"But if a man owed me blood?"  
"Th en you m u s t tell th e Govern or , a n d th e s u va rr is 

wou ld ca tch th e m a n a n d h e wou ld be h a n ged . You m ust 
not take the blood yourself."  

"That would not clean my honour," said the Primæval 
on e; h e pon dered . Th is idea of a Govern m en t wa s qu ite 
new to him.  

"Th e Kin g of En gla n d is very good ," h e s u gges ted ; "if 
h e kn ew a bou t th e m a n th a t k illed m y cou s in h e would 
pardon me."  

"No," said I.  
"Well," s a id h e res olu tely; "a fter a ll" h e gra s ped h is 

th roa t a n d s qu eezed it exper im en ta lly "h a n gin g is n ot 
much on e wou ld d ie qu ick ly. I wou ld s h oot m y m a n firs t , 
a n d th en you r Kin g cou ld s en d h is s u va rr is a n d h a n g m e 



if h e liked . I s h ou ld kn ow th a t m y en em y wa s dea d , a n d 
one must die some day."  

"You r body m u s t ," s a id th e Fra n cis ca n , "bu t you r 
soul will not what of your soul?"  

"My s ou l? Wh en I a m dea d , wh a t does it m a t ter to 
me? m y s ou l ca n fly wh erever it likes !" He fla pped h is 
h a n ds a ir ily to illu s t ra te h is s ou l's depa r tu re, th en h e 
roa red with la u gh ter . "Do you kn ow," h e a s ked , "a bou t 
th e m a lts or i (m ou n ta in m a n ) wh o wa s dyin g? He s a id to 
th e Bles s ed Virgin : 'I kn ow th a t I a m m u ch too ba d to go 
to Pa ra d is e, bu t I p ra y you to pu t m e th ere ju s t to s p ite 
th e devil; it will a n n oy h im extrem ely.'" He wa s wh olly 
con ten t with h im s elf a n d qu ite ir rep res s ib le. "I often 
th in k ," h e a dded ch eerfu lly, "we m a lts or i will rea lly fin d it 
very h a rd to get to h ea ven . Wh en th e La s t Da y com es , we 
shall have to have the most awful fight with Christ!"  

An d th is wa s th e m a n wh o h a d s h ot a Mos lem for 
s pea k in g ill of Ch r is t ia n ity. La ter in ch u rch I wa tch ed 
h im , qu ite fa s cin a ted , a s h e robed th e p r ies t , lit th e 
ca n d les a n d cen s er , a n d a s s is ted a t th e a lta r with 
in com pa ra b le p recis ion a n d decoru m . Wh a t idea s h a d h e 
in s ide th a t s h a ven s ku ll, on top of wh ich a grea t s h a g of 
dark hair stood upright grotesquely?  

Sa id th e Fra n cis ca n , h a lf a pologet ica lly, a s we ca m e 
ou t , "I m u s t h a ve a s erva n t of s om e s or t , a n d th ey a ll owe 
blood; what is one to do?" What indeed! And the Primæval 
on e, h is ch u rch du t ies over , s qu a t ted on th e ba lcon y a n d 
wa s h ed ca r t r idge-ca s es , s et t in g th em to d ry in th e s u n 
previous to refilling.  

He h a d s worn a few weeks ' bes a , with a m a n to 
whom he owed blood. Yesterday he had visited his foe and 
been handsomely treated in the way of victuals and drink. 
To-m orrow th e bes a exp ired ; h e wou ld be lia b le to be 
s h ot , a n d wa s look in g forwa rd joyfu lly to th e ren ewa l of 
h os t ilit ies . He ga ve n o qu a r ter a n d expected n on e; 
avenging a blood gave him the same sort of satisfaction as 
win n in g a ra ce a t Hen ley, or s cor in g h ea vily a t a cr icket 
match, does to his contemporaries in England.  

Nor , looked a t from a n u n preju d iced poin t of view, is 
th ere m u ch d ifferen ce between th em , for m a n -h u n t in g is 
u n dou b ted ly th e fin es t form of s por t , a n d h e p la yed th e 
ga m e qu ite h on ou ra b ly a n d a ccord in g to ru le generously 
even , for h e h a d on ce p lu n ged in to th e Dr in , s a ved a n 
en em y from d rown in g, a n d a fterwa rds s worn pea ce with 
him for evermore.  



Ta lk ra n a ll on gh a k . A n eigh bou r h ou s e h a d been in 
b lood for fifteen yea rs . Th e m a n h a d a bdu cted h is wife 
from a n oth er t r ibe, s h e com in g willin gly to es ca pe 
m a rryin g th e m a n to wh om s h e h a d been s old a s a ch ild . 
Her fa th er 's fa m ily a n d th a t of h er betroth ed h a d been a t 
b lood with h er h u s ba n d 's ever s in ce, a n d h e n ever wen t 
out without three or four comrades.  

In a like case, the man and his wife had fled from the 
wra th to com e, a n d a re livin g s a fely a b roa d , bu t th e th ree 
fa m ilies wa ge con t in u ou s wa r a t h om e, a n d twen ty-five 
m en h a ve a lrea dy been s h ot : "Not a wom a n bu t a devil for 
th e m is ch ief s h e h a s ca u s ed ," s a id th e n a rra tor . My 
s u gges t ion th a t th e b la m e a t ta ch ed to th os e th a t h a d 
bou gh t a n d s old h er wa s in com preh en s ib le a n d qu ite 
new.  

A rem a rka b le ch a ra cter is t ic of a ll th e m ou n ta in 
t r ibes is th a t th ey h a ve a lm os t n o a m u s em en ts ; ga m es I 
a s ked for va in ly, a n d I n ever s a w a da n ce bu t on ce. Th e 
s in gin g of n a t ion a l ba lla ds is th e on ly pa s t im e. Even 
ch ild ren s eem to h a ve few ga m es , a n d a lm os t n ever to 
p la y th em . Th e t ra d it ion a l wron g a n d its a ven gin g is th e 
ch ief ob ject on wh ich th e m in d is fixed ; th e Ba r ia k ta r of 
Du s h m a n i h a d n ot yet ta ken a b lood , a s wa s h is du ty, 
a n d h a d fa llen in to d ire con tem pt . At a recen t m ed jlis s h e 
had tried to speak, and was told that until he had cleaned 
his honour his opinion could not be heard.  

Th e bes a , on ce given , is in viola b le; it s power is 
ter r ib le. It com pels a m a n n ot on ly to a ven ge a wron g 
don e to a fr ien d with wh om h e h a s s worn bes a , bu t a ls o 
to a n y s t ra n ger wh om h e h a s s h eltered for th e n igh t , a n d 
this law has to be obeyed to the uttermost.  

A cer ta in fa m ily wa s a t b lood with a m a n , bu t on e 
m em ber of th e fa m ily m a de it u p with th e en em y
tem pora r ily, a t a n y ra te a n d s wore bes a with h im . Th is 
in clu ded a vow to p rotect ea ch oth er . His own b roth er 
then shot the family foe dead; by the terms of his besa, he 
who had sworn it was bound to avenge the slain, or be for 
ever d is h on ou red . He s h ot h is own b roth er a n d clea n ed 
h is h on ou r , a n d ca m e to con fes s , wild with gr ief, weep in g 
b it ter ly a n d la m en t in g th e deed wh ich a cru el fa te h a d 
forced upon him. He believed it was the only way.  

Nor is th is a n is ola ted ca s e. It is rela ted th a t n ot lon g 
a go a Mon ten egr in a cr im in a l wa n ted by th e 
Government fled over th e border a n d refu ged in th e 



m ou n ta in s of Sh a la , wh ere h e wa s given s h elter a n d 
hospitality in a certain house.  

Th e Mon ten egr in Govern m en t offered a s u m of 
m on ey, a revolver , a n d a r ifle, a s rewa rd for eith er 
h a n d in g h im over a live or p rodu cin g eviden ce of h is 
death. Du r in g th e a bs en ce of th e h ea d of th e h ou s e, h is 
you n ger b roth er , tem pted by th e rewa rd , s h ot th e gu es t 
a n d cla im ed a n d ob ta in ed th e rewa rd . Th e h ou s e-lord 
retu rn ed , a n d th e m u rder wa s d is covered . "Wh a t d id th e 
Pr in ce of Mon ten egro pa y you ?" a s ked th e elder b roth er 
s tern ly. An d , wh en h e wa s told , rep lied , "He h a s n ot pa id 
you en ou gh ! Ta ke th a t ." An d , d ra win g h is revolver , s h ot 
h im dea d on th e s pot . He too la m en ted th e deed , bu t s a id 
th a t th e h on ou r of h is h ou s e m u s t be m a in ta in ed . It h a d 
n ever before betra yed a gu es t , a n d s h ou ld n ever a ga in . 
An d in s u ch a ca s e th e h ou s e-lord is r igh t ly h eld to h a ve 
administered justice only.  

Th e da ys s lipped by p lea s a n t ly a t Du s h m a n i, liven ed 
by s on g a n d h os p ita lity a n d ta les . Sh la ku , th e 
n eigh bou r in g t r ibe, wa s very a n gry with th e m en of 
Tem a li. Du s h m a n i a n d Tem a li h a d a h u ge con tem pt for 
th e b ra in s of Sh la ku . Sh la ku m en were a ll fools , th ey 
said, and boasted they would prove it.  

Th e p r ies t of Sh la ku wen t to a m eet in g a t Scu ta r i, 
a n d wa s to be a wa y a week or s o. A Tem a li m a n 
th ereu pon s tole or borrowed a com plete p r ies t 's d res s , 
ton s u red h is h ea d , a n d wen t to Sh la ku . Tellin g th e 
s erva n ts a t th e p r ies t 's h ou s e th a t th eir m a s ter h a d been 
ta ken ill a t Scu ta r i, a n d th a t h e h a d been s en t to rep la ce 
him for a time, he took up his quarters there, said he was 
a foreigner, spoke but little and badly, and sat pretending 
to rea d a foreign pa per . Soon h e s a id h e wou ld kn ow th e 
la n gu a ge bet ter , a n d th en wou ld be a b le to h ea r 
con fes s ion s . Th e s im ple peop le were com pletely ta ken in , 
and received th e n ew p r ies t very well. Th e im pos tor took 
ca re to clea r ou t in good t im e, a n d Tem a li s en t der is ive 
m es s a ges to Sh la ku a s k in g, "Wh a t a bou t fools n ow?" 
Sh la ku , fu r iou s , vowed to s h ot th e s h a m p r ies t if on ly 
they could catch him.  

Th e Pr im æ va l you th la u gh ed in ord in a tely, a n d 
regret ted on ly th a t th e s h a m p r ies t , wh o wa s h is cou s in , 
h a d been a fra id to con fes s Sh la ku , a s th en Tem a li m igh t 
h a ve lea rn ed a ll Sh la ku 's s ecrets , wh ich wou ld h a ve been 
h igh ly deligh tfu l. Th a t th e s h a m p r ies t wa s n ow lia b le to 
be shot was only part of the joke.  



In fa n t betroth a ls , a s u s u a l, ca u s e m a n y gr im doin gs . 
Two b r igh t , n ea t ly-d res s ed wom en ca m e a n d ta lked to 
Marko and me. They were sisters from the neighbour tribe 
of Mer tu r i. On e wa s m a rr ied in Du s h m a n i. Th e oth er wa s 
an Alba n ia n virgin . Ha vin g been s old by h er fa th er to a 
m a n to wh om s h e a bs olu tely refu s ed to go, s h e ra n a wa y 
a t n igh t , bu t d id n ot get beyon d th e t r ibe la n d . Th e m en 
of h er fa m ily a ll tu rn ed ou t a n d h u n ted for h er a s for a 
wild bea s t , ca p tu red h er in a wood , bou n d h er h a n d a n d 
foot, and took her home. Here she was tied to a log, but at 
n igh t s h e gn a wed th e bon ds a t h er wr is ts , freed h ers elf, 
a n d a ga in es ca ped , th is t im e rea ch in g th e h ou s e of h er 
brother-in-la w in Du s h m a n i. He s h eltered h er , a n d h a s 
k in d ly given h er a h om e with h im ; a n d a s s h e h a s s worn 
virginity before witnesses she is now free.  

In Pu la t i a n d th e wh ole of th e grou p of t r ibes th a t 
ca ll th em s elves Du ka gh in i, a n Alba n ia n virgin ca n n ot 
inherit land, as is the case in the Maltsia e madhe, where, 
if a m a n lea ve n o s on s , th e la n d goes to h is da u gh ter 
s h ou ld s h e h a ve s worn virgin ity, a n d on ly a fter h er dea th 
to the nearest heir male.  

In Du ka gh in i, th e la n d pa s s es to th e n ext h eir m a le, 
bu t s h ou ld a da u gh ter of th e la te own er be a n Alba n ia n 
virgin , th e h eir m u s t pa y h er yea r ly ou t of th e es ta te 300 
oka s of m a ize, 18 oka s of ra k ia , a n d 30 of win e; a n d s h e 
can enforce payment by appeal to the council of Elders.  

Th e cou n cil con s is ts of th e Ba r ia k ta r a n d a n u m ber 
of h ea ds of h ou s es , excep t in t r ibes wh ich h a ve form ed a t 
Deilm ia a n d h a ve a n elect ive h ea d . For s m a ll a ffa irs 
twelve to twen ty-fou r a re en ou gh , a ccord in g to th e 
im por ta n ce of th e ca s e. For m a t ters a ffect in g th e wh ole 
t r ibe, a fu ll cou n cil of a ll th e ch ief h ea ds m u s t s it . Th es e 
fix th e p r ice of a r t icles to be s old with in th e t r ibe, a n d in 
ca s e of n eces s ity forb id th e expor t of foods tu ffs . Th e 
n eigh bou r t r ibe of Top la n a h a d ju s t forb idden th e expor t 
of maize owing to the prolonged drought, and had fixed its 
p r ice a n d th a t of ch ees e. It h a d a ls o decided th a t Top la n a 
folk s h ou ld n ot com e to th e fea s t of St . J oh n th e Ba p t is t , 
th e pa tron s a in t of Du s h m a n i, wh ich wa s to be h eld 
s h or t ly, beca u s e of th e la rge a m ou n t of "b loods " between 
th e two t r ibes . In th e wilder t r ibes of Du ka gh in i n o 
gen era l bes a is given for Ch u rch fes t iva ls , a n d th os e wh o 
come u n les s p rotected by a p r iva te bes a a n d in com pa n y 
with on e or m ore of th e t r ibe vis ited do s o a t th eir own 
peril.  



Th e even in g of th e twen ty-th ird of J u n e wa s qu ite 
excit in g. Th e Pr im æ va l h a d s pen t m os t of th e previous 
even in g fillin g b la n k ca r t r idges to greet gu es ts . Th e 
Fra n cis ca n s of Ber is h a , Sh os h i, a n d Top la n a a r r ived in 
tu rn . Ea ch h a iled h im of Du s h m a n i from a d is ta n ce, a n d 
greeted h im with revolver s h ots . Ou t we ru s h ed , th e 
Pr im æ va l da n cin g a n d s h r iek in g like a dem on , with a 
revolver in ea ch h a n d , both of wh ich h e fired a t on ce. We 
h a d th e livelies t s u pper fou r Fra n cis ca n s , Ma rko, a n d 
m ys elf. Th e Pa dre of Top la n a h a d b rou gh t a won derfu l 
a t ten da n t with h im a n elder ly, m os t wiry crea tu re, b ra ve 
in a red d jem a da n , ga yer a n d even m ore volu b le th a n th e 
Pr im æ va l. Th e two, wh o were s u ppos ed to wa it a t ta b le, 
were in im ita b le en tered in to th e con vers a t ion , corrected 
th eir "m a s ters ," s m oked , joked , la u gh ed , a n d h a d d r in ks . 
Old Red Coa t ta lked every on e down , a n d boa s ted 
incessantly of his own merits, the chief being his stainless 
h on ou r . He h a d s h ot fou r m en in its defen ce, h a d h is 
h ou s e bu rn t down fou r t im es , a n d flou r is h ed grea t ly, a n d 
wa s rea dy a n y da y to s h oot fou r m ore. He h a d rewa rded 
h is Ma r t in i for it s pa r t of th e work , with fou r s ilver coin s 
driven in between the stock and the barrel. He got on very 
well with h is Pa dre wa s n ot h is s erva n t , bu t h is com ra de. 
Ou ts ide, crowds of gu es ts were a r r ivin g a t va r iou s h ou s es 
n ea r , from Sh la ku a n d Ber is h a a n d d is ta n t pa r ts of 
Du s h m a n i, a ll greeted by volleys of r ifle a n d revolver 
s h ots , to wh ich th e Pr im æ va l rep lied with a revolverfu l of 
b la n k , a n d Old Red Coa t with ba ll ca r t r idge ou t of 
win dow, a n d both with p iercin g yells . An d th e lit t le 
b roth ers of St . Fra n cis s a n g s on gs a t th e top of th eir 
powerful voices. I thought how dull London dinner-parties 
a re, a n d won dered wh y peop le ever th in k th ey wou ld like 
to be civilis ed . Th is wa s a s good a s bein g Alice a t th e Ma d 
Ha t ter 's Tea -pa r ty. An d s o pa s s ed th e Eve of St . J oh n . No 
bonfire-bu rn in g took p la ce, a n d I wa s a s s u red th a t th e 
cu s tom is u n kn own in th e m ou n ta in s , th ou gh p ra ct is ed 
by some of the Scutarenes, which seems to show that it is 
not an Albanian custom, but brought in from abroad.  

A grea t crowd ca m e to ch u rch n ext da y. Th ere were 
s ta cks of r ifles ou ts ide, a n d with in th eir own ers s a n g "Et 
in ter ra pa x h om in ibu s ." Th e Pa dre of Ber is h a p rea ch ed . I 
cou ld n ot u n ders ta n d h im , bu t reflected h e cou ld h a ve n o 
bet ter s u b ject th a n "Th e Voice of On e cryin g in th e 
Wilderness."  



After mass there was a rush for the shooting-ground
th e m a rk wa s a wh ite s ton e, a n d th e ra n ge s h or t . Th e 
Pr im æ va l h it often , a n d a m a n with a Ma u s er every t im e 
h e t r ied . Th os e th a t m is s ed were very clos e. Bu t it wa s 
n ot d ifficu lt , for I h it it m ys elf, with th e Primæval's 
beloved Martini, which he pressed upon me, adorned as it 
wa s with s ilver coin s , to rewa rd it for th e lives it h a d 
taken.  

Dru n k with n ois e, excitem en t . a n d th e s m ell of bu rn t 
powder , h e d rew ou t th e h ot em pty ca r t r idge-ca s es a n d 
b rea th ed in th eir odou r with ecs ta s y, ga s p in g, "By God , it 
is good!" It was like blood to a tiger, and made him wild to 
k ill h is cou s in 's m u rderer , wh o h a d got s a fe a wa y a yea r 
a go, wa s n ow in p r is on in Scu ta r i on a n oth er ch a rge, a n d 
to be relea s ed s oon . I a s ked wh y h e d id n ot tell th e 
Scu ta r i a u th or it ies of th e m u rder a n d let th em pu n is h 
h im , bu t wa s told h e wou ld on ly get ten yea rs , "a n d h e 
des erves s h oot in g, a s th e poor des erve b rea d ." At th is 
ten s e m om en t a ru m ou r s p rea d s u dden ly th a t th e en em y 
h a d been relea s ed , a n d h a d been s een com in g to th e 
feast.  

Th e Pr im æ va l da s h ed off with Ma r t in i a n d revolver , 
in s p ite of th e s h ou ts of th e Fra n cis ca n s , bu t it wa s a 
fa ls e a la rm , a n d h e retu rn ed u n a ppea s ed a n d 
disappointed h is en em y wa s s t ill in p r is on . "Never m in d ," 
s a id h e, "h e m u s t com e ou t s om e da y." An d h e s a t a n d 
n u rs ed h is Ma r t in i, croon in g a s on g, in wh ich h e 
a ddres s ed it a s h is wife a n d h is ch ild , for h e wa n ted n o 
other h is life a n d h is s ou l "Not you r s ou l," s a id th e 
Pa dre s h a rp ly. "All th e s ou l I wa n t ," s a id h e, in corr igib le. 
His "well-beloved" h a d cos t twelve n a poleon s , th e p r ice of 
a n ord in a ry wife, a n d h e s pen t eigh ty gu lden s a yea r
exactly half his income "feeding" it.  

Th e com pa n y d is cu s s ed wea pon s . Th e a ccu ra cy a n d 
repea t in g power of th e Ma u s er were a dm it ted , bu t it s 
bu llets were too s m a ll to be of a n y u s e. "Th ey ju s t go 
through you and don't hurt. You can go on fighting all the 
same."  

A Mird ite h a d recen t ly ta ken pa r t in a gen era l 
squabble, and walked home a long distance. He drank the 
u s u a l cu p of b la ck coffee, a n d wa s a bou t to d r in k a 
s econ d , wh en h e u t tered a cry, colla ps ed , a n d d ied 
shortly. It was found that he had been shot clean through 
th e body (th rou gh th e s tom a ch , I believe, from th e 
a ccou n t); th e wou n d h a d clos ed , a n d th ere wa s s ca rcely 



a n y extern a l b leed in g. Pres u m a b ly h e wa s u n a wa re th a t 
he had been hit.  

To p rove th e h a rm les s n es s of s m a ll bu llets , a m a n 
cla pped h is r igh t h a n d a ga in s t a t ree a n d begged m e to 
fire through the palm with a Mauser pistol; it would make 
n o s or t of d ifferen ce to h im . He wa s qu ite d is a ppoin ted a t 
my refusal.  

Th e a ftern oon pa s s ed in pa yin g vis its s it t in g on 
h ea ps of fern in da rk dwellin gs , d r in k in g h ea lth s in ra k ia , 
ch ewin g s h eep-ch ees e, a n d fir in g r ifles a n d revolvers 
in doors ; a n ois y joy th a t peppers on es elf a n d th e 
refreshments with bu rn t powder a n d wa ds . In on e ya rd 
two gir ls were s lowly tu rn in g a wh ole s h eep th a t , s p it ted 
len gth wis e, wa s roa s t in g over a la rge wood fire. It wa s 
s tu ffed with h erbs a n d s ewn u p th e belly, a n d of a ll wa ys 
of cooking mutton, this is the most excellent.  

By night-time we were all too sleepy to do much sing-
s on g. Th e Pr im æ va l h a d em ptied a ll h is ca r t r idges , a n d 
was again busy refilling them.  

We had passed a true Albanian day, said the Padre of 
Toplana:  

"Du h a n , ra k ia ,  
Pushke, dashtnia"  

(Toba cco, b ra n dy, gu n s , a n d love). I s u gges ted th a t 
da s h tn ia s h ou ld com e firs t , beca u s e m a xim a es t ca r ita s . 
But they said, not in Albania.  

And so ended St. John's Day.  
I h a d m ea n t to go to Top la n a , bu t wa s told it wou ld 

be im pos s ib le for h ors es ; th e t ra cks were too ba d . Th e 
h ea t wa s in ten s e, s o I ga ve u p Top la n a for th e t im e bein g, 
to th e gr ief of Old Red Coa t , wh o, h a vin g ta ken a va s t 
fa n cy to m e, p res s ed m e to s ta y a s lon g a s I liked a t h is 
h ou s e, a n d go ou t s h oot in g every da y. Wh en h e left h e 
a ctu a lly k is s ed m y h a n d , a n d a n n ou n ced lou d ly th a t I 
ou gh t to be extrem ely p rou d . For a m a n to s h ow s u ch a 
m a rk of res pect to a wom a n wa s , h e believed , ra re in th e 
annals of the human race.  

I p la n n ed a rou te by Ber is h a , m ea n in g to ta ke 
Top la n a on th e retu rn , a n d wa s a dvis ed n ot to s ta r t t ill 
the Padre of Berisha had returned home.  

Th e fea s t d id n ot go off en t irely with ou t b lood . A m a n 
wa s s h ot dea d on th e wa y h om e in a qu a rrel, a n d a 
Du s h m a n i m a n wou n ded a cciden ta lly. Som e on e fired off 
a b la n k ca r t r idge clos e to h im , a n d b lew th e wa d in to h is 
fore-a rm . It wa s a n a s ty ra gged h ole, fu ll of bu rn t pa per 



a n d ra g, a n d h is s h ir t -s leeve wa s b loody; bu t h e pa id n ot 
th e s m a lles t a t ten t ion to it . As for clea n in g it , h e a n d h is 
fr ien ds jeered a t th e n ot ion . Th ey a ll h a d bu llets in th em , 
th ey s a id , a n d a wa d wa s n oth in g. He s h oved th e th u m b 
of h is wou n ded a rm in to h is ca r t r idge belt to s tea dy it , 
a n d ru s h ed off down th e m ou n ta in with h is fr ien ds , 
singing loudly.  

We s ta r ted to Ber is h a a la rge pa r ty, a s th e Pa dre a n d 
the Primæval came with us to see us safely over the Drin
the frontier of their territory.  

The way down was very bad all loose, flat stones that 
s lipped a n d s lid . I wa s well a h ea d with th e Pr im æ va l 
wh en I h ea rd a ter r ib le cry beh in d m e. Poor Ma rko h a d 
fa llen , a n d wa s lyin g with h is leg twis ted u n der h im . 
"Com pou n d fra ctu re," th ou gh t I, a n d h u rr ied ba ck in 
a bou t th e wors t fr igh t I ever exper ien ced . Lu ck ily it wa s 
on ly a s p ra in ed a n k le, bu t th a t wa s en ou gh . My pocket-
kn ife wa s s h a rp a s a ra zor ; we s oon h a d th e boot off. I 
took th e pu ggree off m y h a t , tore it in s t r ip s a n d bou n d 
h im u p t igh t ly. Th en we were in a grea t d ilem m a . To 
clim b ba ck wa s im pos s ib le; s o wa s ca r ryin g h im ; s o wa s 
r id in g. If we cou ld on ly get down to th e r iver , we cou ld 
r ide th e res t of th e wa y. Su ppor ted by th e s tu rdy you n g 
:Franciscan, he slowly hobbled down in great pain.  

Dr in ra n s wift a n d yellow, a n d on th e fa r th er ba n k 
were th e Pa dre of Ber is h a a n d a n u m ber of h is m en , wh o 
had long awaited us. For the accident had lost us an hour 
and a half.  

On ou r s ide th e r iver were m a n y Du s h m a n i m en , 
rea dy to fer ry u s over , s ta rk n u de, a n d b iza r re in th e 
extrem e, for ea ch h a d a n in fla ted s h eep-s k in fa s ten ed on 
in front by loops round his arms and legs.  

A Ber is h a m a n , s im ila r ly a dorn ed , cros s ed th e r iver 
to u s s wift ly, lifted h igh ou t of th e wa ter by h is floa t , a n d 
u s in g h is a rm s a s oa rs . A grea t n ois e bega n , bu t a s I wa s 
bu s y ba th in g Ma rko's foot in th e cold r iver , I pa id n o 
h eed . Ou r m en , m ea n wh ile, were in fla t in g s ix s h eeps k in s , 
a n d la s h in g th em to a h u rd le with green with ies . Th ey 
in fla te th e s k in s by s im ply ta k in g a lon g b rea th , a n d 
blowing hard into one corner. The big skin is taut in a few 
moments. I believe they could blow out a motor tyre.  

Th e h ors es were s t r ipped a n d d r iven in by a 
Du s h m a n i m a n , wh o p lu n ged in with th em . Th e cu rren t 
wh ir led th em a wa y down s t rea m , to th e ter ror of th e 
kirijee, who cried that if a drop of water got into their ears 



th ey wou ld a t on ce s in k a n d d rown . Th ey la n ded a lon g 
wa y down th e oth er s ide. A ter r ib le s h ou t in g wa s goin g 
on . Th e k ir ijee cros s ed fir s t . He la id fla t on h is belly on 
th e h u rd le, with h is legs tu cked u p , a s it wa s s h or t . Th e 
s a dd les were p iled on h is ba ck to keep th em d ry. Th e 
Ber is h a m a n p lu n ged in with h im , gra s p in g th e h u rd le 
a n d p ropellin g it with powerfu l leg-strokes. It wa s th e 
k ir ijee's fir s t t r ip of th e s or t , a n d h e s crea m ed a lou d with 
fr igh t , bu t wa s la n ded clever ly n ot m u ch lower down . Th e 
Ber is h a m a n ca m e ba ck for m e. I s a id fa rewell to th e 
Franciscan, who laid me on the hurdle and shoved me off. 
I h a d s t ra pped m y ca m era on m y ba ck to keep it ou t of 
th e wa ter . Awa y we wen t it wa s bet ter th a n a n y 
watershoot a n d la n ded ju s t a t th e foot of th e rock on 
wh ich th e Pa dre of Ber is h a s tood . He h a u led m e u p . Th e 
s wea t s tood on h is b row; h e wa s girded with a ca r t r idge 
belt, h a d a la rge revolver in it , a n d h is Ma r t in i in h is 
h a n d . "Ha s th e Pa dre h is revolver?" h e a s ked , a s h e 
pu lled m e u p , "a n d ca r t r idges p len ty of ca r t r idges ? Th ey 
a re goin g to s h oot . Oh , m y God , wh a t a m es s we're in ! I 
ou gh t to be rea d in g m a s s in th e villa ge, bu t I d idn 't da re 
leave them. God knows how many would have been shot." 
He slipped a Browning pistol from the pocket in his sleeve 
(Franciscan habits are delightful garments, all made up of 
s ecret pockets ) in to m y h a n d . "Th ey don 't kn ow it 's m in e. 
Sh ove it in you r belt ." I took it , bu t wa s m a in ly occu p ied 
ba la n cin g on a h igh rock , a n d t ryin g to koda k th e n ext 
h u rd le t r ip . He da s h ed down a m on g h is m en , s om e dozen 
of wh om , s u llen a n d fierce, were dodgin g from cover to 
cover , r ifle in h a n d . Th e Pr im æ va l wa s ru s h in g a n d 
da n cin g wild ly a bou t on th e oth er s ide. Th e two pa r t ies 
h owled a t on e a n oth er . "It is a ll h is fa u lt ," cr ied Pa dre 
Ber is h a , s h ou t in g to th e Pr im æ va l to s h u t u p . "Th ey a ll 
wa n t to s h oot h im . He'll be s h ot in a m in u te, m y God! My 
peop le th in k it th eir p r ivilege to b r in g vis itors over . Wh en 
th e fir s t on e wen t over , th a t m a d fellow ca lled h im ba d 
n a m es , a n d told h im to go ba ck , a n d lea ve th e job to 
Du s h m a n i. Th e m en h ere a re fu r iou s . Th ey wa n t to s h oot 
th e Du s h m a n i wh o b rou gh t th e h ors es over . Good God! 
they are sending Marko over with him now! And he swims 
s o ba d ly a h !" Poor Ma rko wa s wh ir led fa r down s t rea m , 
qu ite ou t of ra n ge of m y ca m era . Pa dre Ber is h a h owled 
over the water to Padre Dushmani to get off with his men
a n oth er m in u te or two a n d s h oot in g wou ld begin . We 
h u rr ied down to m eet Ma rko, wh o, poor fellow, wa s 



la n ded a m on g a n a wfu l p ile of rocks , wh ich h e h a d to 
climb over.  

Th e Du s h m a n i m en p lu n ged ba ck a t on ce, a n d s oon 
they were all lost to sight among the bushes.  

Th e Ber is h a m en , ba lked of th eir p rey for th e t im e, 
a n d s u lky a s bea rs , tu rn ed th eir a t ten t ion to u s . "In th e 
fir s t p la ce," s a id th e Pa dre, "th is wom a n is m y fr ien d , a n d 
in th e s econ d , s h e ca n s h oot very well." He th en ordered 
th em to com e to m a s s . We tu rn ed to s cra m ble u p th e 
steep ba n k ; th ey followed growlin g. It wa s s h or t , lu ck ily, 
a n d Ma rko got u p with h elp . We ca m e to a s m a ll h ou s e 
a n d en tered th e ya rd . Th e peop le b rou gh t u s ou t s ea ts , 
bu t were in a s ta te of excitem en t . A n u m ber ga th ered , 
a n d th e Pa dre a n d Ma rko a rgu ed with th em lon g a n d 
lou d . On e ta ll, lon g-fa ced m a n wa s s tu bborn a s a rock . 
Th e h on ou r of Ber is h a h a d been wou n ded , a n d n oth in g 
bu t b lood wou ld h ea l it th a t of th e Pr im æ va l in 
particular.  

We were s t ill on th e b loody edge of th in gs . On ly th e 
m ora l in flu en ce of th e Pa dre h a d s wa yed th em to com e to 
m a s s in s tea d of s ta yin g to m a s s a cre, a n d it wa s obviou s 
that they were sorry they had come.  

I s a id I h a d com e a very lon g wa y to s ee th em a s a 
fr ien d ; h a d vis ited a grea t m a n y t r ibes th a t h a d been 
p lea s ed to s ee m e. If Ber is h a d id n ot wa n t m e, I wou ld go 
ba ck a ga in . I d id n ot wis h to m a ke a n y u n p lea s a n tn es s . 
"Th ey will be qu ieter a fter m a s s ," wh is pered th e Pa dre, 
"wait here, and I will go and make ready."  

Th e n ois e redu ced its elf to growlin g u n der ton es , a n d 
we were s erved with coffee, wh ich I th ou gh t a good s ign . 
Th e Pa dre s u m m on ed u s s h or t ly to th e u pper room of th e 
n ext h ou s e. It wa s a p itch -da rk den , ligh ted on ly by on e 
b r illia n t ra y of s u n ligh t th rou gh th e roof th a t fell on th e 
flour-bin wh ich th e Pa dre h a d d res s ed a s a n altar and 
some tiny flickering tapers stuck on the stone wall behind 
it by m elt in g th eir en ds . Din n er wa s cook in g in a h ooded 
fireplace. Two goats were tethered in the corner.  

Th e con grega t ion , s om e twen ty m en , s qu a t cros s -
legged in th e da rkn es s th eir m in ds filled with ven gea n ce
s a n g lou d ly. Th e s u n ligh t h a loed th e yellow h a ir of th e 
bullet-h ea ded , bu ll-n ecked Pa dre a m a n m ore s tu bborn 
even th a n h is wild flock . A very ra gged m a n a s s is ted a t 
th e a lta r , a n d m in gled th e win e with wa ter from a coffee-
pot . Th e goa ts b lea ted lou d ly, two ch ild ren todd led a bou t 
s qu a llin g, a n d over a ll th e grea t voice of th e Pa dre 



thundered sonorous. He raised the chalice, glorified in the 
on e ba r of golden s u n ligh t . It wa s in com pa ra b ly 
m a gn ificen t . I wa s u pon a qu es t , a n d s a w th e Holy Gra a l. 
He a s pers ed u s with a bu n ch of ba s il d ipped in a bowl 
that was a dug-out lump of wood.  

We a ros e, a n d a n old wom a n h u rr ied u p to get flou r 
from th e b in th a t h a d ju s t s erved a s a n a lta r . Wh ile 
d in n er wa s cook in g we s a t ou ts ide, a n d th e wh ole 
argum en t bega n a ga in . Th ere wa s th e pa ym en t for th e 
fer ry. If th e fer ry were th e p r ivilege of Ber is h a I wou ld 
gla d ly pa y, ju s t a s if Du s h m a n i h a d n ot a s s is ted . Th is 
th ey fla t ly refu s ed . Th ey d id n ot wa n t m on ey, bu t th eir 
honour, and would take payment only for the two transits 
th ey h a d m a de. Du s h m a n i h a d ta ken pa r t of th eir job ; 
a n d for th is in s u lt n o m on ey cou ld pa y. Th e offer , 
h owever , p lea s ed th em . Th ey a bs olved m e of b la m e. Bu t 
th e n ext qu es t ion wa s wh eth er , a s I h a d com e in s u ch a 
m a n n er , I ou gh t to be well received , or even received a t 
a ll. Perh a ps I wa s a fr ien d of th e Tu rks . Th ey wa n ted n o 
fr ien ds of th e Tu rks in th eir la n d . Th e Pa dre s a id I ca m e 
from a Ch r is t ia n cou n try, a n d wa s a fr ien d of th e 
Catholics. They decided that my having come to mass was 
a point in my favour.  

He th en s a id th a t a t th e fea s t h e h a d s een m e s h oot 
with a Ma r t in i a n d a Ma u s er . Wh ich wa s a n oth er . Th ey 
wa n ted to s ee th e Brown in g wh ich wa s s t ill in m y belt
a n d be s h own h ow it worked . Th is wa s h igh ly 
em ba rra s s in g, a s I h a d n ever h a d on e in m y h a n ds 
before. "Sh ow th em ," s a id th e Pa dre in Germ a n , a n d 
h a s t ily exp la in ed wh a t to do. I d rew ou t th e m a ga zin e 
s u cces s fu lly, to th eir extrem e in teres t . Th is won th eir 
h ea r ts . On ce on th is con gen ia l top ic, a ll wen t well. Ch ild -
like, th ey forgot th eir in ju r ies over th is n ew toy a s t ra n ge 
wom a n , with a n ew k in d of wea pon a n d in vited m e very 
heartily to stay for a whole year.  

The Padre then begged that my coming should not be 
m a de a ca u s e of b loods h ed with Du s h m a n i, th a t th ey 
s h ou ld n ot ta lk a bou t th e ep is ode in th e t r ibe, bu t th a t it 
s h ou ld be con s idered clos ed . Th ey a ll s h ook h a n ds on it 
with u s a n d a greed ; bu t a dded ch eer ily th a t it rea lly d id 
n ot m a t ter , a s th ey h a d a lrea dy s o m u ch a bou t wh ich to 
fight Dushmani.  

We pa r ted th e bes t of fr ien ds . Ma rko a n d I rode u p 
th e bed of th e Lu m i Ber is h et , a s it wa s a bet ter rou te for 
r id in g th a n th e m ou n ta in pa th ta ken by th e Fra n cis ca n . 



Then a very steep pull up the hillside took us to his house 
and the tiny church of Alshiché.  

Th e fa m e of m y a r r iva l, of cou rs e, s p rea d . No foreign 
wom a n h a d ever been s een before in th e la n d ; a n d n ext 
da y a n u m ber of Hea ds ca m e to vis it m e. Th ey qu es t ion ed 
m e clos ely a bou t m y la n d a n d its Govern m en t , a n d , a s 
s oon a s th ey were a s s u red I wa s n eith er Mos lem n or 
Or th odox, were m os t fr ien d ly, a n d h igh ly fla t tered a t m y 
h a vin g com e s o fa r to s ee th em . Th ey were s orry on ly th a t 
I h a d n ot b rou gh t a lot of s old iers to m a ke a n ew 
Government.  

"Th es e a re ou r wors t en em ies ," s a id on e, ta pp in g h is 
r ifle. "Br in g s old iers , ta ke a wa y ou r gu n s , m a ke a good 
Government, and we will obey."  

Nor , if th ey believed in th e Govern m en t a n d were 
fa ir ly t rea ted , wou ld th e m ou n ta in t r ibes be very d ifficu lt 
to govern . Th ey h a ve th e m os t won derfu l power of 
obed ien ce wh ere th ey believe obed ien ce du e, a n d u s u a lly 
obey th eir h ou s e-lord a bs olu tely. Th ere is , for exa m ple, a 
very la rge grou p of fou r h ou s es h ere wh ich is govern ed by 
fou r b roth ers , wh o a re n ow bu t very d is ta n t ly rela ted to 
m os t of th os e u n der th em ; bu t th ey expect a n d receive 
en t ire obed ien ce for n o oth er rea s on , th a t I cou ld 
a s cer ta in , th a n th a t th e ru lin g power belon gs to th a t 
branch of the family.  

We h a d a lon g s it t in g to deba te both th e qu es t ion of 
"b lood" a n d of "s is ters -in-la w," a n d told th em th a t th e 
Kin g of En gla n d d is a pproved m os t s t ron gly of both 
p ra ct ices , wh ereon th ey a ga in requ es ted th a t h e wou ld 
s en d s old iers . Blood feu ds , th ey s a id , were a lm os t a ll th e 
fa u lt of wom en . Wom en were very wicked (h ere th e Pa dre 
agreed).  

Som etim es th ey were very d is obed ien t , a n d you h a d 
to bea t th em a grea t dea l. A m a n m u s t order h is wife 
th ree t im es before h e m a y bea t h er , a n d th en if, for 
exa m ple, s h e s t ill refu s es to go a n d fetch wa ter , wh a t ca n 
h e do bu t bea t h er? I s u gges ted th a t , perh a ps , s h e wa s 
t ired a n d th e wa ter -ba rrel wa s h ea vy. "Oh n o," wa s th e 
reply, "th ey a re qu ite u s ed to it ." Als o, if a m a n tells h is 
wife n ot to a n s wer h im , a n d s h e does , h e m u s t bea t h er , 
or s h e wou ld go on ta lk in g. Of cou rs e, on ly a wom a n 's 
father or husband may beat her.  

Wife-bea t in g, s a id I, is pu n is h ed in En gla n d by 
imprisonment th e Kin g d is a pproved of it a ls o. Th is 
s ta ggered every on e even th e Pa dre. Th a t a wife cou ld be 



s o wicked a s to tell th e Va li, a n d let h im s en d s u va rr is to 
ca tch h er h u s ba n d , wa s beyon d belief. Sa id on e, "Nea r 
Ipek there has been a feud for thirty years about a woman 
wh o refu s ed to m a rry th e m a n to wh om h er pa ren ts h a d 
betroth ed h er . Pea ce wa s on ly m a de two yea rs a go, a n d 
blood-gelt pa id a fter twen ty-two m en h a d been s h ot . All 
beca u s e s h e wa s d is obed ien t . Th a t is wh y wom en s h ou ld 
be beaten."  

Said another: "A Berisha girl was betrothed to a man, 
a n d refu s ed to go to h im . Sh e ra n a wa y with a Tem a li 
m a n , a n d th e p r ies t th ere m a rr ied th em . Now a ll th ree 
fa m ilies a re in b lood , a n d th e fir s t betroth ed , wh o h a d 
pa id for h er , wa n ts h is m on ey ba ck . Her fa th er will n ot 
give it , a n d s a ys it m u s t be got ou t of h er h u s ba n d . Th e 
husband says, why should he pay for his wife when, most 
likely, h e will be s h ot before h e h a s h a d h er a n y t im e? It 
has only just happened, and a lot will be killed before it is 
finished. She ought to be well beaten."  

Th en , to con vin ce m e of th e in n a te wickedn es s of 
wom a n , a n d th e h a rm of let t in g h er h a ve h er own wa y, I 
was told

   

THE STORY OF THE WOMAN WHO WAS THRICE 
MARRIED.  

Th is wom a n wa s a Devil. God! wh a t t rou b le s h e h a s 
made! She is of Ipek, and the daughter of a rich house.  

Th e h ou s e-lord is a r ich m a n . He h a s s h ot eigh t 
Tu rks , two Ca th olics , a n d s ix Or th odox a n d h a s pa id for 
th e lot . He is s o im por ta n t th a t h e cou n ts a s twelve 
witn es s es in a t r ia l. Bu t h e h a s been m a rr ied for yea rs 
and h a s n o ch ild . Now h is wife is for ty, a n d will n ever 
bea r on e. He wa n ted to m a rry a ga in , a n d fou n d a gir l a n d 
h a d pa id twen ty-five n a poleon s for h er . Bu t th e Bis h op of 
Pr izren h ea rd of it , a n d s en t th ree p r ies ts to forb id th e 
m a rr ia ge. He wa s s u rp r is ed , a n d s a id h e on ly wa n ted a 
s on . Th e p r ies ts th rea ten ed h im with excom m u n ica t ion , 
so he obeyed.  

Well, th is gir l wh o m a de s u ch t rou b le wa s th e 
da u gh ter of h is b roth er , wh o, th a n k God , h a s s on s 
enough s o th e fa m ily will n ot d ie ou t . Sh e wa s very 
beautiful a grea t b ig wom a n . Wh en s h e wa s qu ite a gir l 
you would have thought she was twenty-five.  

Her fa th er s old h er a s a ch ild to a m a n in Ipek . Bu t 
wh en s h e wa s on ly fou r teen s h e s a id th e you n g Devil "He 



is n ot b ra ve. He h a s n ever s h ot a m a n . I won 't h a ve h im , 
and you shan't take me to him alive."  

Sh e wa s to go to h im a t s ixteen , a n d refu s ed . Sh e 
s a id s h e wou ld n ot h a ve h im , bu t wou ld m a rry on e of h er 
cou s in s . Th e cou s in wa s n ot a very n ea r on e s o n ot 
forb idden by th e Ch u rch ; bu t forb idden by ou r cu s tom . 
My cou s in s to a n y gen era t ion a re m y b roth ers a n d 
sisters.  

Her fa th er wa s fu r iou s , s a id it wa s a dea d ly s in , a n d 
d rove th e cou s in from th e h ou s e. Bu t h e ca m e a t 
m idn igh t with h is b roth er a n d fetch ed th e gir l, a n d th ey 
got a wa y to Hot i. Th ere, a s th ey h a d been livin g togeth er 
s om e weeks , th e Pa dre m a rr ied th em . Her pa ren ts a n d 
h er betroth ed were fu r iou s , for th ey h eld th e m a rr ia ge a s 
in ces tu ou s . Th ey cou ld n ot com e to Hot i th em s elves , bu t 
offered to pa y twen ty-five n a poleon s to a n y on e wh o 
wou ld go a n d s h oot h er h u s ba n d , a n d with in a yea r of 
marriage shot he was, and his brother too. She had borne 
h er h u s ba n d a s on , a n d wen t with th e ba be to Scu ta r i. 
Sh e wa s very bea u t ifu l, a n d a Mos lem wa n ted to m a rry 
h er . Th e p r ies ts h ea rd of it , a n d fea red s h e wou ld tu rn 
Mos lem . Th ey pers u a ded h er to go ba ck to h er own 
people.  

Sh e retu rn ed with h er ch ild to Ipek , bu t da red n ot go 
to h er fa th er , a n d took refu ge with th e Fra n cis ca n s . Her 
fa th er ca m e a n d dem a n ded h er . He s a id s h e h a d 
d is h on ou red th e fa m ily, a n d h e m u s t s h oot h er . Th e 
Fra n cis ca n s refu s ed to give h er u p t ill h e h a d s worn to 
spare her life.  

Sh e wen t h om e. Bu t s h e wa s a Devil. Sh e wou ld n ot 
live with ou t a m a n , a n d wa n ted to be m a rr ied a ga in . Her 
fa th er wa n ted to give h er to th e m a n to wh om s h e wa s 
fir s t betroth ed . An d th ere wa s n o rea s on wh y s h e s h ou ld 
n ot h a ve h im . Rea lly h e is very b ra ve, a n d h a s n ow s h ot 
fou r m en (Here I cou ld n ot h elp la u gh in g. Th e n a rra tor 
wa s s u rp r is ed , a n d a s ked wh y?) He s a id s h e belon ged to 
h im , a n d h e wou ld m a rry n on e oth er . Sh e s a id h e n ever 
should h a ve h er s h e wou ld ru n a wa y with a n oth er 
cou s in . Her fa th er , in h a s te to p reven t a n oth er s ca n da l, 
fou n d a m a n for h er a n ice m a n , a ged for ty. Sh e s a id h e 
wou ld do, a n d th ey were m a rr ied . An d th a t very da y s h e 
s a id h e wa s too old , a n d for th ree wh ole weeks s h e 
refu s ed to h a ve a n yth in g to do with h im . Sh e wa s a very 
wicked woman.  



Two yea rs s h e lived with h im , a n d bore h im a 
daughter. Then he died, and she was again a widow.  

Her fir s t betroth ed wa s n ow in b lood with h er fa m ily 
for m a rryin g h er to th e m a n of for ty. Th ere h a d been a 
good dea l of figh t in g. Bu t h e wa n ted to s top th e feu d a n d 
m a rry h er . He s a id h e kn ew s h e wa s a bea s t a n d a Devil, 
bu t s h e belon ged to h im , a n d h a ve h er h e wou ld . Bu t s h e 
wou ldn 't . Sh e ra n off with a m a n of twen ty-five very 
beautiful a n d th ey were m a rr ied . Sh e is on ly twen ty-five 
herself. God knows how many more she will marry!  

Her fir s t betroth ed is s t ill in b lood with h er fa m ily, 
a n d both a re in b lood with h er h u s ba n d 's fa m ily. Ever s o 
m a n y h a ve been s h ot , a n d p len ty m ore will be. Now you 
s ee th a t I s poke t ru ly wh en I s a id a ll evil com es from 
women. They are Devils.   

Nor will I mar such a fine tale with superfluous comment.   

We deba ted th e eth ics of wife-bea t in g a lm os t da ily du r in g 
my stay, and neither side was converted. It led to

   

THE TALE OF THE MAN WHO COULD UNDERSTAND 
BEASTS AND BIRDS. 

A cer ta in m a n wa s gifted with th e power to 
u n ders ta n d th e ta lk of bea s ts a n d b irds . Bu t on con d it ion 
on ly th a t , s h ou ld h e ever tell th a t wh ich h e h ea rd , h e 
would drop down dead.  

On e da y h e overh ea rd th e don key ta lk in g to th e 
h ors e. Th e don key's rem a rks were very fu n n y, a n d , a s h e 
came from the stable, he laughed.  

"Why are you laughing?" asked his wife.  
"At something the donkey said."  
"What did the donkey say?"  
"You kn ow I ca n n ot tell you . I s h ou ld d rop down 

dead."  
Bu t s h e wa s wicked , a s a ll wom en a re, a n d s h e on ly 

answered: "What did the donkey say?"  
An d a ll da y a n d a ll n igh t s h e ga ve h im n o pea ce, a n d 

h e h a d n eith er s leep n or res t , for s t ill s h e a s ked : "Wh a t 
did the donkey say?"  

Worn ou t a t la s t , h e cou ld bea r n o m ore: "To-morrow 
I will tell you ," h e s a id . He ca lled h is lit t le ch ild ren a n d 
s a id good-bye to th em , a n d told th em h e m u s t d ie 
tomorrow. They cried bitterly and begged, "Oh, mother, do 



n ot k ill ou r dea r fa th er!" Bu t s h e a n s wered on ly, "I wa n t 
to know what the donkey said."  

So th e poor m a n wen t ou t to ta ke a la s t look a t h is 
ya rd , a n d th ere h e s a w th e cock s ta n d in g on t ip toe, 
flapping his wings and crowing as loud as he could.  

"Oh , you wicked b ird !" cr ied th e dog, "How ca n you 
la u gh a n d s in g wh en ou r dea r m a s ter , wh o is s o k in d to 
us, must die to-morrow?"  

Bu t th e cock on ly crowed th e m ore: "La u gh !" s a id h e, 
"I s h a ll d ie of la u gh in g! Look a t h im th e s illy fool! He h a s 
on ly on e wife, a n d ca n n ot m a n a ge h er ; wh ile I h a ve fifty, 
and keep them all in order!"  

Th e m a n h ea rd th is . He p icked u p a la rge s t ick , a n d 
went back into the house. "Do you want to know what the 
donkey said?" he asked. "Yes," said his wife. Then he gave 
h er a good bea t in g. "Do you wa n t to kn ow wh a t th e 
don key s a id?" h e a s ked . "Yes ," s a id s h e. So h e bea t h er 
a ga in . "Do you wa n t to kn ow wh a t th e don key s a id?" 
"Yes ," s a id s h e. So a th ird t im e h e bea t h er t ill h e wa s 
qu ite t ired . "Do you s t ill wa n t to kn ow wh a t th e don key 
s a id?" "No," s a id s h e, a n d th ey lived very h a pp ily ever 
afterwards.   

Poor Ma rko m ea n wh ile wa s dea d la m e, h is a n k le ba d ly 
s wollen . Na t ive t rea tm en t con s is ted of frequ en t a n d h ot 
fom en ta t ion s with a th ick decoct ion of fern s , Cetera ch , 
a n d Tr ich om a n es n igra boiled with wild pepperm in t . I 
p res cr ibed res t , th ou gh h e p lu ck ily decla red h e wa s rea dy 
to push on at any cost rather than delay my journey.  

A fr ien d in n eed is a fr ien d in deed , a n d I ca n n ot 
s u fficien t ly th a n k th e you n g Fra n cis ca n wh o m a de u s 
welcom e to s ta y in h is h ou s e t ill Ma rko wa s on a fa ir wa y 
to recovery. His pa r is h is wides p rea d , a n d , togeth er with 
Mer tu r i Gu r it , in clu ded th ree h u n dred h ou s es . Ber is h a 
a n d Mer tu r i Gu r it a re a ba r ia k of Pu ka . Th e peop le of 
Ber is h a a n d Mer tu r i (th e t r ibe on th e oth er s ide of th e 
Dr in ) cla im to be th e oldes t t r ibes of th e m ou n ta in s ; a n d , 
in s p ite of th e frequ en cy in th es e pa r ts of th e s m a ll, da rk 
type, pers is t th a t th e fa ir type is th e t ru e Alba n ia n . On e 
thing seems certain, for most tribes tell a similar tale, and 
th a t is , th a t for th e m os t pa r t th e m en , wh o fled before 
th e in roa ds of th e Tu rks , took s h elter in th e m ou n ta in s 
a n d a re th e fou n ders of th e p res en t t r ibes , fou n d on 
a r r iva l a da rk popu la t ion , wh ich th ey con qu ered . In s om e 
ca s es th ey in term a rr ied with th em , a n d in oth er ca s es 



evicted th em . Th e fa ct th a t th e older in h a b ita n t is a lwa ys 
s ta ted to h a ve been da rk is a p roof th a t th e n ew-comer 
m u s t h a ve been fa ir . As a wh ole, a ll th e t r ibes th a t t ra ce 
or igin from Ra s h ia a re da rker a n d s m a ller in type th a n 
th os e of Ma lts ia e m a dh e, wh o s a y th ey com e from 
Bosnia.  

Ber is h a h olds s t r ict ly by th e la ws of th e m ou n ta in . It 
is n ot rep res en ted in th e Djiba l a t Scu ta r i, bu t is u n der 
the Turkish Kaimmakam of Puka.  

Blood-gelt in Ber is h a m u s t be pa id with in two yea rs . 
Th e s u m va r ies from s ix to s even ch es é (pu rs es ) th a t is , 
from a bou t £21 to £25 , m a y be pa id in in s ta lm en ts , a n d 
n eed n ot be in coin . Ma r t in is a re often ta ken in pa r t 
pa ym en t . On e pu rs e m u s t be a ls o pa id to th e Elders wh o 
ju dge, a n d on e to th e Ka im m a ka m of Pu ka . Bu t th e 
rep res en ta t ive of th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t s eldom gets a 
fee.  

Ber is h a is a ll Ch r is t ia n , bu t in th e n eigh bou rh ood of 
Iba lje a re m a n y Mos lem s . Th e Ch r is t ia n s th ere bu ilt a 
s m a ll s ch oolh ou s e, s ta r ted by th e en ergy of s om e of th e 
p r ies ts . Th is vexed th e Mos lem s m u ch , a n d lit t le m ore 
th a n a yea r a fterwa rds it wa s bu rn t on e n igh t by th e 
border Mos lem tr ibe of Kra s n ich . Th e Ch r is t ia n s believed 
th a t th e Kra s n ich i h a d been s u m m on ed to do th is by th e 
wife of a cer ta in Mos lem wh o a n gered th em grea t ly by 
a lwa ys m a k in g ga m e of th e Ch r is t ia n fa ith . Ha d s h e been 
a m a n , th ey wou ld h a ve s h ot h er ; bu t wom en a re n ot 
s h oota b le, s o th ey bu rn ed h er h u s ba n d 's h ou s e. He, 
bein g a Mos lem , a ppea led to th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t , 
wh ich h a d ta ken n o n ot ice of th e bu rn in g of th e Ch r is t ia n 
s ch ool. Th e Govern m en t th en s en t 300 Niza m s to 
in ves t iga te th e a ffa ir . Th e Ch r is t ia n s were con dem n ed to 
pa y 150 n a poleon s , bu t h a d n ot yet pa id it , a n d d id n ot 
m ea n to. Fu r th er t rou b le wa s expected , a n d feelin g ra n 
high.  

Ber is h a wa s in b lood with Kra s n ich i, in b lood with 
Du s h m a n i, a n d grea t ly in b lood a ls o with in th e t r ibe; 
An d , a s befits a p r im it ive la n d , is fu ll of th in gs m a gica l. I 
wa s a s ked to give m y op in ion on th e m a gic im pr in t of a 
m a n 's h a n d . We s cra m bled down on e b la zin g a ftern oon to 
s om e h ou s es , n ea r wh ich th e u n der lyin g rock th ru s t it s 
bare bones through the thin soil.  

Th e h ou s e-lord a n d m a n y m en ca m e ou t , a n d 
showed me upon the top of a rock the so-called hand, and 
lower down a rou n ded p it , s a id to be th e p r in t of a m u le's 



h oof. On ly th e very wildes t im a gin a t ion cou ld s ee a n y 
res em bla n ce in eith er ca s e. A m a n wa tch in g goa ts h a d 
accidentally laid his hand in the upper mark, and found it 
fit ted . Sea rch h a d th en revea led th e "m u le's h oof." Th en , 
in th is des ola te, book les s la n d , wh ere n ou gh t bu t 
b loods h ed b rea ks th e m on oton y of th e s lowly d ra gging 
h ou rs , th es e peop le ga ve th eir m in ds to in terp ret in g th is 
"writ in g on th e s ton es ," a n d decided th a t lon g yea rs a go, 
wh en th e rocks were s oft , a cer ta in m a n h a d h idden a 
va s t t rea s u re ben ea th th em . To m a rk th e s pot h e m a de 
th e h a n d-p r in t , a n d a s h e lea n ed to do s o, th e m u le on 
wh ich h e wa s m ou n ted t rod in to th e s oft lu m p below. Th e 
question I was to unravel was how to get at the gold. They 
wa ited a n xiou s ly. After s om e con s idera t ion , I s a id I d id 
n ot th in k th e m a rks in d ica ted gold a t a ll; bu t th is d id n ot 
s a t is fy th em , a n d a t th eir ea rn es t requ es t I "wrote" th e 
m a rks in m y s ketch -book , a n d p rom is ed th a t if a n y p r ies t 
or h odza in En gla n d s u cceeded in exp la in in g th e m ys tery, 
I would let them know.  

Th ey th en led m e ea ger ly to a grea ter m a rvel, in a 
h ollow n ot fa r off. It wa s ca refu lly covered with p la n ks , 
a n d wa s m erely a n ord in a ry t rou gh , rou gh ly h ewn from a 
b lock of s ton e. Beyon d a ll dou b t th e work of h u m a n 
h a n ds , it m igh t h a ve been m a de a t a n y t im e, in a n y la n d 
th a t h a d s ton e. Bu t it wa s believed to be s u pernatural, 
very p reciou s , a n d a ls o fra u gh t with m ea n in g. No m a n 
h a d m a de it . It h a d s tood th ere for a th ou s a n d yea rs so 
their grandfathers and great-grandfathers had reported. It 
belon ged to th e da ys wh en th e J ews ru led th e la n d . I s a id 
decided ly th a t th e J ews h a d n ever ru led th e la n d , wh ich 
gave very great satisfaction.  

Th e ta le th a t th e J ews on ce ru led Alba n ia is fa ir ly 
widely s p rea d . It refers , m os t p roba b ly, to th e t ra d it ion 
th a t th ere wa s a n oth er religion in th e la n d before 
Ch r is t ia n ity; a n d a s it wa s n eith er Ch r is t ia n n or Mos lem , 
the people have decided it was Jewish, as they know of no 
oth er . It is h igh ly p roba b le th a t in th e rem ote m ou n ta in s 
Paganism flourished to a fairly late date.  

Th ere wa s n o rea s on wh y th e t rou gh s h ou ld n ot h a ve 
been th ere wh en th e a n ces tors of Ber is h a a r r ived . Bu t 
why it was thought to conceal treasure I know not.  

As we retu rn ed to th e h u m ble h u ts a n d pa r took of 
sheep-ch ees e a n d ra k ia , I rem em bered th a t m a n y of th e 
t r ibes of m y own la n d believe in p la n ch et te a n d ta b le-
turning con s u lt pa lm is ts a n d globe-ga zers , a re "Ch r is t ia n 



Scien t is ts " a n d "High er Th ou gh ters " a n d reflected th a t a ll 
th e t ra in in g of a ll th e s ch ools h a d bu t lit t le rem oved a 
la rge m a s s of th e Br it is h pu b lic from th e in tellectu a l 
s ta n dpoin t of High Alba n ia , wh erea s for open -handed 
gen eros ity a n d h os p ita lity th e Alba n ia n ra n ks 
incomparably higher.  

Ma rko's a n k le wa s m u ch bet ter , a n d h e vowed h e 
wa s fit to t ra vel; bu t it wa s n ot well. A r idea b le t ra ck wa s 
a bs olu tely n eces s a ry. Top la n a a n d Mer tu r i were both ou t 
of th e qu es t ion ; s o wa s retu rn to Du s h m a n i. Th e Pa dre 
recom m en ded Nika j, a n d gen erou s ly in s is ted on com in g 
to s ee u s s a fely over th e Dr in th e fron t ier of h is ter r itory, 
les t a t th is fer ry, too, th ere m igh t be t rou b le. Th is m ea n t 
a s ix h ou rs ' t ra m p for h im , a n d a s m a n y m ore ba ck
twelve h ou rs ' toil to h elp a s t ra n ger gu es t . Th e on ly 
available mule belonged to a family excommunicated for a 
sister-in-la w a ffa ir . Th ey were extrem ely a n xiou s to len d 
it , bu t th e s tern Fra n cis ca n p refer red to s u ffer ra th er 
than have any truck with sinners.  

We s ta r ted a t 4 A.M. Th e fir s t a s cen t wa s very s teep , 
a n d I felt very s a d for th e t rou b le I wa s givin g. Bu t th e 
Pa dre t ra m ped well. On ce u p on th e top , th e wa y wa s 
excellent by Mer tu r i-Gu ch es it , a n d th rou gh a grea t beech 
fores t a lon g th e m ou n ta in -s ide. Fa r below on th e left 
flowed th e Dr in , with th e ru gged , a r id m ou n ta in s of 
Toplana beyond.  

Toplana holds a sinister record; its annual death-rate 
from gu n s h ot wou n ds is dou b le th a t of m os t oth er 
Ch r is t ia n t r ibes . It is a very old t r ibe. Sh la ku a n d Ga s h i 
a re both offs h oots of it . Sh la ku a n d Top la n a a re both 
s m a ll a n d Ch r is t ia n ; Ga s h i, a ll Mos lem , is repor ted to be 
r ich , a n d con s is ts of 800 h ou s es . Its ter r itory is a s yet 
almost entirely unexplored.  

We role th rou gh th e fores t by th e wa y la y a grea t 
rock . A m a iden , wh o wa s s o h oly th a t s h e wa s a lm os t a 
s a in t , h a d vowed th a t s h e wou ld ca r ry it to th e ch u rch of 
Ber is h a . Mira cu lou s ly a ided , s h e bore it a lon g wa y; bu t 
h ere in th e fores t s h e h ea rd a s h eph erd flu t in g, a n d s h e 
looked u pon h im , a n d h e wa s fa ir a n d com ely. Th en s h e 
forgot the heavenly things upon which her mind had been 
fixed , a n d ea r th ly th ou gh ts s eized u pon h er ; th e rock fell 
from her shoulders, and when she strove to pick it up she 
fou n d h er s t ren gth h a d gon e, a n d th ere lies th e rock to 
this day.  



Between Mer tu r i-Gu ch es it , a n d Apr ipa Gu r it , we 
pa s s ed a s p len d id ku la , Ku kdoda , with a grea t s ton e 
watch-tower , a ll looph oled , a n d with m a n y of it s s ton es 
s ign ed with a cros s . A s econ d s m a ller h ou s e a n d a h u rd le 
maize-shed stood in its yard.  

At Apr ipa Gu r it , n ea r th e Dr in , we h a lted for lu n ch 
by a s p r in g. An excom m u n ica ted fa m ily la vis h ed 
a t ten t ion s on u s , cu t fern for u s to s it on , b rou gh t ra k ia , 
a n d d id its bes t to s often th e h ea r t of th e Pa dre. Th e 
house-lord , a very old m a n , begged th e Pa dre ea rn es t ly to 
con fes s h im . "On ly wh en you pu t a s top to you r s on 's 
livin g with h is s is ter -in-la w," s a id th e Pa dre. Th e s on 
(wh os e s in s were bein g vis ited on th e fa th er), a 
rem a rka b ly fin e you n g m a n , wea r in g a h a n ds om e s ilver 
chain, was quite impenitent. He had found a girl, and had 
a rra n ged to m a rry h er in a yea r ; t ill th en h e wa s goin g to 
live with h is s is ter -in-la w, a n d wou ld m a ke it u p with th e 
Ch u rch a fterwa rds . All th e fa m ily s u ppor ted h im in th is 
a r ra n gem en t ; th ey were s o decided a bou t it th a t I 
won dered wh eth er th e rea l ob ject of it were to beget a 
ch ild th a t s h ou ld ra n k a s th a t of th e decea s ed b roth er , 
bu t th a t I cou ld n ot a s cer ta in . Th ey were u n ea s y a bou t 
th e excom m u n ica t ion , a n d offered th e Pa dre fir s t th ir ty, 
th en fifty gu lden s , or bea u t ifu l ca n d les or p ictu res for h is 
ch u rch , bu t h e wa s a s s tu bborn a s th ey. Th e 
con fes s ion a l, h e s a id s tern ly, cou ld n ot be bou gh t ; wh en 
h is term s were com plied with , h e wou ld gla d ly receive 
th em a ll ba ck th ere were eigh teen of th em , I th in k and 
not till then.  

Meanwhile the ferrymen had been summoned. So far, 
ou r wa y h a d been ea s y, bu t th e des cen t to th e r iver wa s 
very ba d in deed a cru m bly cliff. Ma rko m a n a ged it by 
s it t in g a n d s lith er in g. Th e h ors es ca m e down a ll of a 
h ea p , s en d in g s u ch a s h ower of s ton es flyin g th a t we h a d 
to take cover behind the rocks.  

Th e t ra pa , two very rou gh du g-ou ts la s h ed togeth er 
with with ies , a n d p ropelled with th e ru des t wooden 
la d les , wa s u n der th e lee of a rocky p rom on tory; th e 
s t rea m wa s s wift a n d s t ron g. Sta rk n a ked m en with 
inflated s h eeps k in s bou n d before th em , p ra n ced a bou t 
th e s h ore, a n d p la yed like k it ten s . On e s ta r ted with ou r 
two horses, creeping out to the tip of the promontory, and 
th en wh ir lin g a wa y down s t rea m , s t r ik in g ou t violen t ly, 
yellin g to th e h ors es , s teer in g a n d gu id in g th em . Th ey got 
over s a fely a lon g wa y down , a n d it wa s ou r tu rn n ext . I 



s a id good-bye to th e Pa dre, n or cou ld I th a n k h im 
en ou gh , for , a s Ma rko t ru ly s a id : "If we were th e Kin g of 
England he could not have done more for us."  

Th e cra zy con tra p t ion wa s h a lf fu ll of wa ter . We p iled 
ou rs elves a n d th e s a dd les on th e cen tre p la n k . Th ree 
men on e s ta rk n a ked gu ided th e a ffa ir to th e en d of th e 
p rom on tory; th ere th e cu rren t ca u gh t u s , wh ir led u s 
round like a straw, and spun us along, the water slopping 
over th e gu n wa les . Th e m en pa dd led m a d ly; we s loped 
a cros s th e s t rea m , a n d ca n n on ed a ga in s t a lot of 
boulders two of the crew leapt out, hung on to a rope that 
was a long, dried trail of vine, swam in with it, hauled the 
tra pa s wu n g rou n d , grou n ded in a s h a llow, a n d we 
scrambled ashore.  

Th e n a ked m a n th en wen t ba ck to fetch h is bes t 
cloth es a n d pu t th em on , a s h e wa s to gu ide u s to Nika j. 
Th e res t of th e jou rn ey wa s m os t pa in fu l. Th ere wa s n o 
t ra ck . Th e gu ide h a d n ever ta ken h ors es th a t wa y before. 
Th ere wa s n oth in g for it bu t wa lk in g, a n d in s tea d of 
get t in g bet ter it got wors e. Poor Ma rko s u ffered s o 
h orr ib ly th a t I regret ted h a vin g com e a h u n dred t im es , 
bu t it wa s too la te to go ba ck . A th u n ders torm fell, too 
short to do good to the parched land, but enough to make 
th e s u rfa ce grea s y for clim b in g, a n d Ma rko twis ted h is 
foot again.  

We a r r ived a t Gia n pepa j a m ela n ch oly pa r ty, to be 
received by a dismayed Franciscan, whose house was half 
ruined.  

Ou t of s igh t is ou t of m in d . In th e h ea r t of th e 
wildern es s , wh ere m ore th a n els ewh ere it is u rgen t ly 
n eces s a ry to tea ch th e peop le a n d s a ve th em from 
Mos lem in flu en ce, th e con d it ion of th e ch u rch es a n d th e 
p r ies t 's h ou s es is often a d is gra ce. "Nika j," s a id a p r ies t 
bitterly, "is a land abandoned by God and man."  

Th e t r ibe is of m ixed or igin , a n d con s is ts of s om e 
th ree h u n dred h ou s es , s o widely s ca t tered over a wild 
cou n try th a t th e on e Fra n cis ca n in ch a rge s t ru ggles 
vainly with a hopeless task.  

Twen ty of th es e h ou s es t ra ce or igin from Kilm en i, 
a n d a re in term a rr ia gea b le with th e oth ers , wh ich a re a n 
offs h oot of Kra s n ich . Kra s n ich , a ccord in g to t ra d it ion , 
s tem s from Bos n ia . (See u n der Hot i.) In olden da ys , wh en 
Kra s n ich wa s s t ill Ch r is t ia n , s h eph erds led by on e Nikol
d r ifted h ere from Kra s n ich , a n d s et t led . Th is Nikol h a d a 
da u gh ter wh o wa s very u gly, a n d h a d bu t on e ea r ; h e 



fa iled to fin d a h u s ba n d for h er , a n d s h e bore a s on by a 
gyps y. Th is s on wa s a ccep ted by Nikol, a n d from h im a re 
des cen ded a h u n dred of th e Nika j h ou s es . Th ey a re ca lled 
Ts u ra j, a n d a re n ot in term a rr ia gea b le with th e oth er 
h ou s es of Kra s n ich or igin beca u s e th ey des cen d from 
Nikol's da u gh ter . Th is is th e on ly ca s e of des cen t t ra ced 
th rou gh a da u gh ter th a t I h a ve fou n d a m on g th e Nor th 
Alba n ia n t r ibes . Th e very s m a ll, da rk type com m on in 
Nika j a n d Nika j's n otor iou s ly th ievis h n a tu re a re 
popu la r ly a s cr ibed to th is u n ion . Th e fa ir , a qu ilin e-nosed 
type is s ca rce. Nika j is u n der n o Tu rk is h officia l, a n d (a s 
does a ls o Mer tu r i) owes n om in a l a llia n ce to th e fa m ou s 
chieftain of Krasnich, Shaban Benaku.   

  

Pra ctica lly it is with ou t a n y form of govern m en t . Th e 
wild popu la t ion does n ot even obey its own cou n cil of 
Elders . Wretch ed , a b ject ly poor , cla d often in ra gs that 
a re ba rely en ou gh for decen cy, lea n , da rk m en p rowl th e 
wild va lleys , kn owin g n o ru le bu t th a t of th eir own m os t 
p r im it ive in s t in cts . An d in th a t for lorn la n d it wa s fa ted 
that I should stay.  

Fu r th er t ra vellin g wa s m a de im pos s ib le by poor 
Ma rko's foot . I pa id off th e k ir ijee a n d h ors es , a n d 
dismissed them.  

"God ca s t you in to Hell," s a id a p r ies t to m e 
a fterwa rds , "th a t you m igh t tell of it in En gla n d th a t you 
m igh t cry to every Ca th olic in En gla n d : 'Sa ve th es e 
people!'"  



Th e t r ibes m en received m e extrem ely well. Few 
th in gs p lea s e th em m ore th a n a lm os t en d les s pow-wows 
a n d a rgu m en ts . Th e on ly th in g th a t th ey ob jected to 
a bou t m e wa s m y s t ra w h a t . Th ey h a d n ever s een on e 
before, a n d fra n k ly s a id it wa s foolis h , u s eles s , a n d u gly. 
When I discarded it, and tied my head up in a towel and a 
pocket-h a n dkerch ief, in im ita t ion of a t r ibes m a n , a n d 
th en s qu a t ted cros s -legged on th e grou n d a m on g th em , 
th ey were qu ite ch ild is h ly deligh ted , a n d rea dy to pou r 
ou t th e ta les of b lood a n d h orror th a t a re pa r t of th e du ll 
rou t in e of th eir lives . Here is th e s tory of h ow Nika j fell 
in to b lood with Sh a la . Kra s n ich is Mos lem , a n d a lwa ys a t 
b lood with on e or oth er , or a ll, of th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes . 
Som e s ix yea rs a go th e Kra s n ich i wis h ed to k ill a cer ta in 
Sh a la m a n , bu t cou ld n ot com e a t h im . So th ey b r ibed a 
Nika j m a n a kn own ba d ch a ra cter to do th e deed , 
p rom is in g h im s ixty n a poleon s . He wa ited t ill th e Sh a la 
m a n ca m e to Nika j on bu s in es s , a n d th en t ra itorou s ly 
offered to be h is es cor t ba ck a n es cor t bein g n eces s a ry. 
Wh en th ey were a ctu a lly with in th e Sh a la fron t iers , th e 
Nika j m a n let h is vict im get a few pa ces a h ea d , a n d s h ot 
h im in th e ba ck . He th en ru s h ed in to cu t off th e h ea d to 
ta ke a s eviden ce. Th e poor wretch wa s n ot dea d , bu t too 
s everely wou n ded to defen d h im s elf. Des pera tely h e 
s eized th e kn ife b la de with h is fin gers , wh ich were cu t to 
p ieces . Fin a lly, th e Nika j h ewed h is h ea d off, pu t it in a 
ba g, took th e dea d m a n 's Ma r t in i a ls o a s p roof, a n d 
s ta r ted for Kra s n ich to receive th e b lood m on ey. Bu t th e 
h ea d s eem ed to grow h ea vier a n d h ea vier t ill, a s h e 
a fterwa rds told , h e th ou gh t it weigh ed a h u n dred oka s , 
a n d h e h id it in a h ole in th e rocks , a n d wen t on with th e 
Ma r t in i. Th is , in tu rn , grew too h ea vy for h im , a n d h e 
arrived in Krasnich quite exhausted.  

Mea n wh ile th e h ea d les s body wa s fou n d a t Sh a la , 
a n d th e h a cked fin gers told of th e h orr ib le s t ru ggle. All 
Sh a la wa s fu r iou s . Nor wa s th e body iden t ified t ill it 
beca m e kn own th a t a cer ta in m a n h a d gon e to Nika j a n d 
n ever com e ba ck . Th e body wa s bu r ied h u rr ied ly, with no 
fu n era l cerem on ies , for th e los s of th e h ea d is a ccou n ted 
th e m os t ter r ib le d is gra ce. Nika j, wh en ch a rged with th e 
cr im e, wa s a s fu r iou s a s Sh a la , for even a m on g th e very 
wildes t t r ibes th e bes a is h eld in viola b le, a n d th e Nika j 
m a n , by b rea k in g h is , h a d pu t h im s elf beyon d th e pa le. 
Nor h a s h e ever da red retu rn , bu t is s a id to be livin g with 
a Mos lem tr ibe. Th e Nika j m en begged Sh a la n ot to h old 



th em res pon s ib le for th e cr im e, bu t Sh a la th irs ted for 
ven gea n ce, a n d th e two t r ibes h a ve been in b lood ever 
s in ce. Th e h ea d wa s fou n d a yea r a fterwa rds by s om e 
s h eph erds , a n d bu r ied with th e body. Th e Ma r t in i wa s 
not found till nearly two years had passed.  

In ca s es of b lood ven gea n ce it is n ot correct to ta ke 
th e wea pon s or a n y oth er p roper ty from th e body of th e 
s la in . Th e s la yer k ills to clea n h is h on ou r , n ot in order to 
steal.  

In the Maltsia e madhe weapons are never taken. But 
th ey a re by s om e of th e wilder Du ka gh in i t r ibes Berisha 
and Nikaj among them.  

Nika j is n ow in b lood with Kra s n ich too, a n d is a ls o 
grea t ly in b lood with in th e t r ibe. An d for t r ibe b loods , a s 
u s u a l, a ll th e b la m e wa s th rown on th e wom en . Th ey ru n 
a wa y from th eir h u s ba n ds a n d live with oth er m en they 
a re devils , in fa ct , for , of cou rs e, th e h u s ba n d a n d th e 
oth er m a n m u s t s h oot ea ch oth er . A la rge p ropor t ion of 
th e ch ild ren were, th ey s a id , illegit im a te, beca u s e th eir 
p roper wives bolted . Bu t th ey a dm it ted fra n k ly th a t th ey 
bea t a n d gen era lly m a lt rea ted th eir wives , a n d th a t th e 
wom en h a d n o ch oice wh a tever a s to wh om th ey m a rr ied . 
I m a in ta in ed th a t u n der th es e circu m s ta n ces th ey 
n a tu ra lly bolted . An y on e wou ld I wou ld m ys elf. Th is 
s h ocked th e Fra n cis ca n , wh o p rotes ted , "Bu t th ey a re in 
m a tr im on io." On ce in m a tr im on io, th e wor th y m a n 
s eem ed to th in k it s h ou ld be im pos s ib le for th e poor 
woman , even wh en m a rr ied to a s t ra n ger , for wh om s h e 
had no affection, to fall in love with anybody else.  

Exper ien ce in th e t r ibes h a d p roved to h im th a t 
m a tr im on y wa s th e root of n ea r ly a ll evil. Th e th in g of 
wh ich h e wa s qu ite cer ta in wa s th a t both h e a n d I h a d 
a cted very wis ely in a bs ta in in g from it . He qu oted St . 
Pa u l, in La t in , in s u ppor t of th is view. An d th e fa ct th a t I 
h a d s worn n o vow, a n d h a d yet m a n a ged to es ca pe, 
interested him much.  

Even th e La ws of Lek a re n ot a lwa ys obeyed in Nika j. 
Th e pa yin g of b lood-gelt does n ot a lwa ys s top a feu d . In a 
recen t ca s e th e feu d h a d cea s ed for yea rs . Bu t wh en th e 
s on of th e m a n wh o h a d en ded it grew to be fifteen yea rs 
old , a n d wa s n ow h ea d of th e fa m ily, h e decla red th a t a s 
th e fa m ily h on ou r h a d been s old wh en h e wa s a n in fa n t , 
h e wa s n ot bou n d by th e oa th , s o wen t for th with h is gu n 
a n d s h ot a m a n of th e oth er h ou s e. An d th e feu d bega n 
again.  



Nor is the law of Albanian virgins always respected. A 
hideous example was told me.  

An old cou p le h a d n o s on s , bu t h a d two da u gh ters ; 
both , with th eir fa th er 's con s en t , wis h ed to rem a in 
u n m a rr ied . Th e oth er m en of th e fa m ily were very a n gry 
a t th is , a s th ey wis h ed to m a ke m on ey ou t of th e gir ls . 
Th ey s old both for good p r ices , a n d ca r r ied th em off by 
force. On e wa s h a n ded over to a n old m a n , h elp les s , a n d 
forced to coh a b it with h im . Sh e con s en ted to bein g lega lly 
married probably not daring to refuse but she hated him. 
Seeking means of escape, she made the acquaintance of a 
you th in th e n eigh bou rh ood , a n d p rom is ed to m a rry him 
if h e wou ld free h er . Wh en it wa s t im e to go to th e fores t 
to fetch firewood th e you th offered to go too a n d h elp . On 
th e wa y th e cou p le let th e old m a n wa lk a h ea d , a n d wh en 
th ey ca m e to a p recip ice s h oved h im over , a n d retu rn ed 
s a yin g th ey h a d m is s ed h im in th e wood , a n d cou ld n ot 
fin d h im . Th ey fled togeth er in to a n oth er t r ibe, a n d th e 
body was not found for some days. They are now married, 
a n d a s it is believed th a t th e wom a n th rew th e old m a n 
over, no blood-vengeance has been taken.  

Nika j, of cou rs e, s wa rm s with devils ; a very la rge 
p ropor t ion of th e wom en h a ve dea lin gs with th em , a n d 
work much ill.  

A Mos lem m a gicia n a m os t wicked m a n , wh o is in 
lea gu e with a ll th e powers of evil a r r ived a t Nika j wh ile I 
wa s th ere, a n d h a d th e im pu den ce to com e a n d a s k for 
h os p ita lity a n d qu a r ters a t th e ch u rch -house to th e n ot 
u n n a tu ra l wra th of th e Fra n cis ca n . Both h e a n d Ma rko 
believed h im to be s o des pera tely wicked th a t th ey wou ld 
n ot a llow h im to com e a n ywh ere n ea r m e, th ou gh I 
decla red I wa s s u re h e wa s on ly a n im pos tor , a n d th a t I 
s h ou ld like to s ee h is t r icks . Th ey were n ot t r icks h e wa s 
kn own to h a ve s old h is s ou l to th e Devil, a n d s u m m on s 
h is a id by s ta n d in g on on e leg a n d k ick in g th e oth er 
violen t ly beh in d h im t ill h e s t rea m s with s wea t a n d is 
exhausted. He th en rea ds th e fu tu re a n d folks ' for tu n es , 
a n d th u s does m u ch h a rm , for a ll th a t h e s a ys is 
d ia bolica lly in s p ired , a n d peop le believe in h im , a n d a ct 
accordingly.  

I rem em bered th a t th e t r ibes n ea r Bon d Street a re 
credu lou s en ou gh to s u ppor t m a n y m a gicia n s , a n d th a t 
th ere is n o fiery a n d ea rn es t -m in ded Fra n cis ca n to ch ivy 
th em a wa y. Perh a ps wh en th e Alba n ia n Mou n ta in s a re 
com pletely a n d s u cces s fu lly civilis ed , th e wom en of Nika j 



that now "deal with the Devil," will edit the Fortune-telling 
colu m n s of th e Alba n ia n Gen t lewom a n . Grea t , in deed , 
wou ld be th e b les s in gs of Progres s if a n y on e kn ew 
whither they were "progressing."  

Then Marko told a perfectly authentic tale of

   

A DEAL WITH THE DEVIL.  

A cer ta in m a n h a d dea lin gs with th e Devil, a n d d id 
so much evil that at last the Pasha threw him into prison. 
On e da y th e Pa s h a h a d m a n y gu es ts , a n d beth ou gh t h im 
th a t h e wou ld s u m m on th e m a gicia n from p r is on to do 
s om e t r icks . Du ly b rou gh t before th e com pa n y, h e a s ked 
for a la rge bowl of wa ter . Th is bein g given h im h e 
perform ed s u n dry ch a rm s over it , a n d a s ked th e gu es ts 
wh a t por t th ey wou ld like to s ee: "Ma lta ," s a id th ey. Th ey 
looked , a n d th ere th ey s a w Ma lta qu ite clea r ly land, 
h ou s es , s ea , a n d a s tea m er in th e h a rbou r ju s t a bou t to 
s ta r t . "Ha ve I you r perm is s ion ," s a id th e m a gicia n to th e 
Pa s h a , "to depa r t in th a t s tea m er?" "Cer ta in ly," s a id th e 
Pa s h a . Th e m a gicia n pu t h is foot in to th e bowl of wa ter , 
a n d a t on ce d is a ppea red a n d wen t to Am erica on th e 
steamer. In America he had more than ever to do with the 
Devil, and had a wicked servant who aided him.  

On e da y wh en h e h a d p repa red a qu a n t ity of m a gic 
liqu id in la rge bot t les h e ordered h is s erva n t to k ill h im , 
cu t h im u p , a n d bot t le h im . Th e s erva n t refu s ed . He th en 
wrote m a n y let ters to a ll pa r ts of th e wor ld , a n d ba de th e 
s erva n t pos t th em : "I s h a ll k ill m ys elf" h e s a id ; "you m u s t 
cu t m e u p a n d bot t le m e. Pu t th e bot t les in th e cella r , 
lea ve th em for n in e m on th s , a n d tell n o on e; I s h a ll 
a n s wer th e let ters m ys elf. After n in e m on th s you m u s t 
open th e cella r , a n d I s h a ll com e to life a ga in ." He k illed 
h im s elf, th e s erva n t bot t led h im ; s om e t im e ela ps ed , a n d 
th en a n s wers to th e let ters bega n to com e, wr it ten by th e 
m a gicia n h im s elf. Th e ter r ified s erva n t ga ve in form a t ion 
to th e a u th or it ies . Th e cella r wa s open ed , a n d it wa s 
fou n d th a t th e p ieces h a d a ctu a lly begu n to com e to life. 
Ha d th e n in e m on th s been com pleted th ere is n o dou b t 
th a t th e s ch em e wou ld h a ve s u cceeded , a n d th is wicked 
m a n wou ld h a ve lived a ga in ; bu t th e a u th or it ies ordered 
the pieces to be destroyed, and that was the end of him.   

Excep t m ys elf, n on e of th e h orror-frozen a u d ien ce 
dou b ted th is m a rvellou s ta le. "With th e Devil," I wa s told , 



"n oth in g is im pos s ib le." Ma gic is u s ed by wicked Mos lem s 
to perver t Ch r is t ia n s . I wa s told th e followin g, wh ich took 
p la ce a t Scu ta r i, wh ile I wa s u p in th e m ou n ta in s on m y 
first tour:

  
A Tu rk is h officer lodged in th e h ou s e of a Ch r is t ia n 

wh o h a d a da u gh ter , a you n g wom a n twen ty-five yea rs 
old ; th ey wen t ou t wa lk in g togeth er . On e da y, wh en th u s 
ou t , h e pu t h er in to a ca r r ia ge a n d d rove h er to a Mos lem 
h ou s e, a n d told h er pa ren ts th a t h e wa s goin g to m a rry 
h er . Th e pa ren ts decla red th a t s h e h a d been forcib ly 
a bdu cted , a n d a ppea led to th e Arch b is h op a n d clergy. 
Th ey a ll dem a n ded h er res tora t ion of th e Govern m en t . 
The gir l, it s eem s , h a d a lrea dy decla red h er willin gn es s to 
tu rn Mos lem a n d m a rry th e officer ; th e Ch u rch p rotes ted , 
a n d s h e wa s given ba ck to h er fa m ily, wh ich , to m a ke 
s u re of h er , s en t h er s t ra igh t off to rela t ives in Podgor itza 
(Montenegro). There the whole mystery was explained; the 
ch a rm by wh ich s h e h a d been bewitch ed wa s fou n d 
hanging round her neck and removed. She at once ceased 
to wish to be a Moslem, and was perfectly cured it had all 
been done by magic.  

My kind host feared always that I must be bored. Life 
to h im wa s a du ll m on oton y of feu ds a n d ra ids , to ch eck 
wh ich h e da ily wore ou t h is s ou l in va in , bu t to m e t im e 
in no way dragged.  

Rela t ion s between Kra s n ich a n d Nika j were very 
s t ra in ed . At n igh t , wa tch -fires twin k led on th e Kra s n ich 
mountains, a n d ta lk ra n on h ors e-ra id in g a n d ca t t le-
lift in g. Kra s n ich h a d s h u t it s ter r itory to Ch r is t ia n s , a n d 
ba rred th e rou te to Dja kova , wh ere Nika j bu ys s u ch extra 
th in gs a s it n eeds . Nika j is th ree da ys from Scu ta r i, a n 
a lm os t im pos s ib le jou rn ey to m a ke with flocks a n d retu rn 
with maize. Save stinking and savage Djakova, most Nikaj 
folk h a ve n ever s een a town , a n d th a t bu t s eldom . On e 
m a n told m e th a t h e wen t to Scu ta r i a n d Dja kova ea ch 
on ce a yea r . Wh en figh t in g h a d s eem ed im m in en t in th e 
s p r in g, over th e ca p tu red Fra n cis ca n , Dja kova cu t off 
Nikaj's gunpowder supply.  

Th u s th in gs s im m ered a n d s izzled . Sh a la h a d a bes a 
with Kra s n ich ; bu t Kra s n ich h a rr ied s om e Ch r is t ia n 
villa ges n ea r Dja kova th a t a re des cen ded from Sh a la . 
Sh a la recogn is es th em a s b lood rela t ion s , a n d does n ot 
in term a rry with th em , a n d th erefore cla im ed th e 
p rotect ion of th e bes a for th em . Kra s n ich refu s ed to 
recognise them as Shala. Shala thereon said the besa was 



"off," a n d ra ided Kra s n ich a t n igh t , s tea lin g th ree m u les . 
Kra s n ich does n ot border with Sh a la , s o s en t th ree 
Kra s n ich m en to a ccu s e Nika j of h a vin g fed a n d s h eltered 
th e m u le-s tea lers on th e wa y. Ten Nika j a n d th e th ree 
Kra s n ich m a de a s it t in g in a circle a t th e foot of th e b ig 
wooden cros s , a n d a rgu ed th e a ffa ir for h ou rs . Nika j 
loudly p rotes ted en t ire ign ora n ce of th e a ffa ir , a n d told 
them to go to Shala.  

A day or two after, Nikaj went a-raiding to Shala, and 
lifted two fin e h ors es . Sh a la th en s en t over delega tes , a n d 
com pla in ed th a t it wa s n ot fa ir . Th e h ors es were n ot 
Sh a la h ors es , bu t belon ged to s om e Kilm en i m en wh o 
were gu es ts , a n d h a d com e u n der bes a to pa s tu re bea s ts . 
Th e h ors es were u n der bes a th erefore, a n d m u s t be 
res tored . To th is Nika j m erely rep lied a ir ily, "An oth er t im e 
don 't lea ve h ors es belon gin g to gu es ts s t ra yin g a bou t." 
Th e two h ors e-s tea lers , h owever , offered to s ell Sh a la th e 
h ors es for five h u n dred p ia s t res a p iece. Sh a la wa s 
en ra ged . Th ey wra n gled lon g, a n d pu t off fu r th er deba te 
till to-morrow.  

Next da y th e two h ors e-thieves on e a fa ir is h m a n , 
with a h ooked n os e, s m a ll h ea d , a n d very wea k ja w, a n d 
th e oth er a forb idd in g, da rk you th , with a h a n dkerch ief 
bou n d over on e eye, low types both ca m e in h ot 
in d ign a t ion to th e ch u rch -h ou s e to com pla in to th e 
Fra n cis ca n a n d a s k h is a dvice. In th e n igh t , Sh a la h a d 
s tolen th e two h ors es ba ck a ga in , a n d got s a fely over th e 
border with th em . Th e Fra n cis ca n , Ma rko, a n d I, a ll th ree 
s h ou ted with la u gh ter , "Bra vo,Sh a la !" Th e two th ieves 
were h u r t . Th ey told , in a ll in n ocen ce, of th e pa in s th ey 
h a d been a t to get th e h ors es in th e fir s t p la ce, a n d n ow 
th ey h a d been robbed . It wa s m os t u n fa ir ; th e h ors es 
were th eirs . Nor cou ld th e Pa dre m a ke th em s ee it in a n y 
other light; for, by the law of the mountains, robbery from 
a n oth er t r ibe with wh ich n o bes a exis ts is ra th er a vir tu e 
th a n a cr im e. If Sh a la h a d th e r igh t , Nika j a rgu ed , to ta ke 
th e h ors es ba ck , th en Sh a la m u s t res tore th e m u les ju s t 
s tolen from Kra s n ich . A delega te ca m e over from Sh a la to 
deba te th is n ice poin t , a n d a s ked per t in en t ly, "Are you in 
besa with Krasnich? If so, we return the mules."  

As Nika j wa s ba d ly in b lood with Kra s n ich had 
ba rely a week a go refu s ed to h a ve a n yth in g to do with th e 
mule affair the proposition was unanswerable.  



Sh a la with d rew, lea vin g th e poor h ors e-th ieves very 
cres t fa llen , a n d a ll Nika j s o a n gry th a t pos s ib ly by n ow 
the comedy has ended in tragedy.  

Peop le ca m e to s ee m e a lm os t da ily, b r in gin g gifts of 
h on eycom b or ra k ia , a ll p ra yin g m e to get th em a n ew 
form of govern m en t . It wa s in th eir power , I s a id , to s ta r t 
a bet ter govern m en t a t on ce. Th ey h a d bu t to con s u lt th e 
Fra n cis ca n before decid in g to s h oot , a n d to follow h is 
a dvice. Th ey rep lied : "How ca n we obey a m a n with a 
cord? He h a s n o s old iers to force u s . We m u s t h a ve 
soldiers to make us obey!"  

Th ey were a t liber ty, too, in th eir m ed jlis s , I u rged , to 
m a ke n ew ru les . "Wh a t is th e u s e?" th ey s a id ; "you ca n 
s pen d weeks m a k in g a n ew la w; bu t th e fir s t t im e it is 
b roken , s om e on e s a ys of th e gu ilty pa r ty, 'Oh , bu t h e is 
m y cou s in .' Th en you wou ld h a ve to figh t a ll h is fa m ily. 
By you r p la n we s h ou ld k ill ea ch oth er m ore th a n we do 
now."  

I s t rove to exp la in th a t in En gla n d we govern ed 
ou rs elves with a m ed jlis s . Bu t th is wa s beyon d even 
Ma rko a n d th e Fra n cis ca n . "You h a ve a Kin g," th ey s a id ; 
"wh en h e s a ys s om e on e m u s t be s h ot , h e is s h ot . 
Without th e Kin g, n o on e cou ld obey th e m ed jlis s ." Th e 
Kin g, th ey m a in ta in ed , wa s very r ich , a n d h a d s old iers 
and suvarris, who forced the people to obey him.  

I s a id th a t we pa id for th e police a n d s old iers 
ourselves; but that any nation could be so foolish as to do 
that they refused to believe.  

Th ere th ey s a t da rk , ra gged , volu b le, con s ciou s of 
th eir own m is ery, va gu ely des irou s of s om eth in g bet ter
and clamoured to me for a King.  

I looked a t th em with a we; for I s a w th em th rou gh a 
vis ta of th ou s a n ds of yea rs . Th e r iver of evolu t ion h a d left 
th em s t ra n ded wa ifs of a da y wh en m en h a d n ot yet 
lea rn t to form a n a t ion , a n d h a d wh ir led m e a n d m in e 
th rou gh a ll th e a ges th rou gh t r ibes , p r in cipa lit ies , 
kingdoms wa s h in g, a s it wen t , th e Divin e r igh t off k in gs , 
a n d h u rryin g u s n on e kn ows wh ith er . We h a ve even got 
ba ck to a m ed jlis s to th e ru lin g of wh ich we ob ject as 
does Nikaj.  

They waited further advice. I tried again.  
"You s a y you a ll wa n t a good govern m en t ." "Yes , th ey 

a ll d id ." "Th en wh y do you n ot t ry to keep th e la ws th a t 
you a lrea dy h a ve?" Th ey a ll a s s u red m e th a t th ey wis h ed 
to; bu t th a t th ey cou ld n ot beca u s e of th e ba d peop le. I 



a s ked if th ere were m ore good or ba d in th e t r ibe. Th e 
grea t m a jor ity, th ey p rotes ted , were a ll good . All th os e 
p res en t cer ta in ly were. Th en , s a id I, th ey cou ld force th e 
ba d on es to obey. For exa m ple, th ey cou ld pu n is h a ll th e 
thieves th ievin g is s a id to be a wea kn es s of Nika j. Th is 
wa s im pos s ib le, s a id a "good" m a n . He h im s elf, of cou rs e, 
wou ld n ot th in k of s tea lin g, bu t s u ppos e h is cou s in s tole 
a h ors e, h e cou ld n ot pos s ib ly a llow h is own cou s in to be 
punished.  

Th ey cou ld n ot u n ite for th e ben efit 
of th e t r ibe excep t wh en a t ta cked from 
with ou t , n or cou ld th ey s ee th a t it wa s 
des ira b le. On e's own b lood ca m e firs t . It 
wa s a ca s e of "h ou s e" a ga in s t "h ou s e," 
and in all the tribe there was no one with 
s u fficien t ly m a rked in d ividu a lity to s wa y 
th e res t for good . Th e old Ba r ia k ta r , a 
m a n of m u ch force of ch a ra cter , 
celeb ra ted for h is eloqu en ce, h a d don e 
much good, but was now past work. This 
fin e old m a n pa id m e a s pecia l vis it . He 

bore h is eigh ty yea rs well, a n d h is grey eyes were s t ill 
keen . He h a d a n a qu ilin e n os e a n d s t ron g ja w, a n d h is 
th ou gh ts were a ll for th e s a vin g of Nika j. He h a d don e a ll 
h e cou ld for it . Now h e wa s old , a n d cou ld do n o m ore. If 
h e were bu t you n ger h e wou ld com e with m e, n o m a t ter 
wh a t it cos t , a n d go s t ra igh t to th e h ou s e of th e Kin g of 
En gla n d , a n d tell h im a ll th e m is ery of th e la n d a n d beg 
h im to s a ve it . Or h e wou ld h a ve exch a n ged b lood with 
m e, a n d th en a s h is s worn p robo I s h ou ld be bou n d to 
h elp h im . He wa s s u re I wa s of s u fficien t ly n ob le fa m ily 
for him to exchange blood with me.  

He d id n ot s pea k for h im s elf or h is fa m ily. It wa s for 
th e cou n try h e wa n ted h elp . Th a n k God , h e h a d n o 
cr im es on h is s ou l a n d wa s in b lood with n o on e. An d a ll 
five of h is s on s were a live. Fou r were m a rr ied , bu t th e 
fifth, though twenty-five, was not. "And it is my own fault. 
Th e fir s t fou r b r ides were a ll bes poken u n born . Bu t for 
m y you n ges t s on I th ou gh t th ere wa s n o h u rry. Now a ll 
th e m a iden s of good fa m ily a re born betroth ed . An d I 
m u s t h a ve on e of a good fa m ily. Good b lood is wh a t I 
wa n t for h im . A wom a n of ba d s tock ca u s es en d les s 
t rou b le. It is n ot a qu es t ion of p r ice. I wou ld willin gly pa y 
a few n a poleon s m ore for good b lood ." He wa s look in g, h e 



s a id , for a s u ita b le widow, a n d h e repea ted th a t th e p r ice 
did not matter.  

Th e old m a n wa s celeb ra ted for h a vin g fifteen yea rs 
a go s et t led a m os t d ifficu lt qu a rrel between Sh a la a n d 
Nika j wh ich h a d cos t m u ch b lood . Twen ty-fou r s a t to 
deba te th e ca s e, s qu a bb led en d les s ly a n d ca m e to n o 
decis ion . On ly th e old Ba r ia k ta r s poke n ever a word . 
As ked wh y, h e s a id h e wou ld n ot wa s te h is words , a s h e 
knew they would neither listen to him nor take his advice. 
Pres s ed to give a n op in ion h e ros e to h is kn ees , a s th e 
cu s tom is , a n d s poke for twen ty-five m in u tes s o clea r ly, 
s o forcib ly, a n d s o eloqu en t ly on th e s u b ject th a t h is 
advice was unanimously taken and peace made.  

Th e Fra n cis ca n a s ked h im to s ta y for d in n er . Bu t it 
wa s a Sa tu rda y, a n d th ou gh I h a d s a id repea ted ly th a t 
fa s t food wa s qu ite en ou gh for m e, a lit t le p iece of m ea t 
h a d been p repa red for m y d in n er . Th e m ere s igh t of 
cooked m ea t on a Sa tu rda y wou ld h a ve s h ocked th e old 
m a n s everely a n d m a de a s ca n da l th rou gh ou t th e t r ibe. It 
wa s a r ra n ged , th erefore, th a t I s h ou ld ea t a pa r t . Th is 
p lea s ed th e old m a n grea t ly, for it is in a ccorda n ce with 
m ou n ta in cu s tom th a t m en a n d wom en s h ou ld n ot ea t 
together, and he expressed a high idea of my modesty.  

Nika j believes its elf to be p re-em in en t ly Ch r is t ian. 
Bu t n ea r ly every m em ber of th e t r ibe d rops h is ba p t is m a l 
n a m e a n d ca lls h im s elf by a Tu rk is h on e Sa id , Su lim a n , 
Hussein, &c. though they hate the Turks.  

A youth who had drifted in to see me remarked, quite 
ca s u a lly, in gen era l con vers a t ion , "My b roth er s h ot a 
Ga s h i m a n yes terda y," m u ch a s a n En glis h la d m igh t s a y 
"I m et old Sm ith th e oth er da y." I a s ked "Wh y?" "Beca u s e 
h e s poke a ga in s t th e Ch r is t ia n fa ith ," s a id h e s olem n ly. 
And all thought the Gashi had been rightly shot.  

It is s a id , I kn ow n ot with wh a t fou n da t ion , th a t a t 
on e t im e Nika j wa s Or th odox. If s o, th is wou ld in d ica te 
th a t it s pa ren t s tem Kra s n ich wa s Or th odox, wh ich is of 
m u ch in teres t , s in ce th e two k in d red t r ibes of Va s ojevich 
a n d Piper i in Mon ten egro a re Or th odox, a n d th e n a m e 
Krasnich h a s a very Sla von ic r in g a bou t it (Kra s a n , 
bea u t ifu l). Bu t Nika j m u s t h a ve ea r ly becom e Ca th olic if 
th e t ra d it ion be t ru e th a t th ere wa s form er ly a 
Ben ed ict in e m on a s tery n ot fa r from wh ere th e p res en t 
church stands, and that it was burnt by the Moslems.  

Nika j believes its elf to be Ch r is t ia n , a n d s h oots 
Mos lem s freely, bu t , in s p ite of th e pen a lty of 



excom m u n ica t ion , s ells da u gh ters to th e Mos lem s of 
Ga s h i. Mos lem s will pa y th ir ty n a poleon s for a Ch r is t ia n 
gir l, a n d will ta ke even th e b lin d a n d u gly on es . Th e gir ls 
a re often bou n d a n d h a n ded over by force. Som etim es 
they run away, and a blood feud is started.  

Th e old Ba r ia k ta r ta lked th e t r ibe in to pa s s in g a la w 
to bu rn down th e h ou s e of a n y m a n s ellin g h is da u gh ter 
to a Moslem. But it was never enforced.  

Of th e th ree h u n dred h ou s es of Nika j, a t lea s t fifty 
have widows of brothers or cousins as concubines.  

Nika j, obeyin g n ot th e la ws of th e Ch u rch to wh ich it 
boa s ts th a t it belon gs , a n d in ca pa b le of s u fficien t in tern a l 
orga n is a t ion to en force even its own t r ibe la ws , s t ru ck m e 
a s th e m os t degra ded n a t ive type th a t I m et . Degra ded , I 
s a y, beca u s e it s eem s very pos s ib le th a t th e refu gees in 
th es e is ola ted s pots h a ve n ot s tood s t ill, bu t h a ve 
rela ps ed . For in Na tu re n oth in g s ta n ds s t ill; it eith er 
develops or atrophies.  

An d a s th ey very ra rely com e to ch u rch , it is h a rd 
ever to ga th er th em togeth er for a n y in s t ru ct ion or 
in form a t ion . Pa r t of th e Ts u ra j s tock live a t th e top of a n 
almost perpendicular cliff that rises up from the river.  

To a s cen d it by th e s h or t wa y on foot is th ree or fou r 
h ou rs ' h a rd clim b ; by th e m u le t ra ck it is a good s ix 
h ou rs '. To work with s u ch a pa r is h is en t irely beyon d th e 
strength of one priest.  

On Su n da y m ore th a n twen ty m en flocked to th e 
church-h ou s e before m a s s . With Ma rko's h elp we 
discussed the usual subjects, while the Padre made ready 
th e lit t le ch a pel below. Bu t a t th e s ou n d of th e fir s t n otes 
of th e ch u rch bell, th e com pa n y a ros e a n d a ll filed off. 
Th ey h a d com e to s ee m e a n d n ot to a t ten d m a s s . Th e 
con grega t ion in th e wretch ed , pover ty-s t r icken lit t le 
ch a pel con s is ted on ly of th e Pa dre's s erva n t , on e or two 
women and children, Marko and myself.  

When we came out of the dark, chilly, little place into 
th e s u n , ba ck ca m e a ll th e crowd a s ea ger a s ever for a n 
argument with me.  

I s ta r ted , with a view to s t ir r in g th em u p , by s a yin g 
th a t wh en I told peop le in En gla n d th a t th ey s old th eir 
da u gh ters to Mos lem s , h a d s evera l wives (s is ters -in-law, 
&c.), d ropped th eir ba p t is m a l n a m es a n d took Tu rk is h 
on es , s h ot on e a n oth er , s tole with in th e t r ibe (wh ich th ey 
a dm it ted with gr in s ), n ever ca m e to ch u rch , a n d b roke 
th e ru les of th e Ch u rch , n o on e wou ld believe th ey were 



Ch ris t ia n s . Th ey pers is ted th a t th ey were, a n d ch oru s s ed 
th a t th ey s h ot Mos lem s wh en ever a decen t ch a n ce 
occu rred . As for th e wives , on e of th e com pa n y, wh o wa s 
excom m u n ica te for h a vin g two, p rotes ted with grea t 
ea rn es tn es s th a t th e s econ d wa s h is cou s in 's widow. Sh e 
had three children to bring up, so must stay in the house; 
h is h on ou r th erefore com pelled h im to coh a b it with h er . 
Sh e, of cou rs e, cou ld n ot be a llowed to m a rry ou ts ide th e 
h ou s e; bu t s h e wa s on ly twen ty-fou r , a n d to force h er to 
live s in gle wou ld be s o wron g th a t , in s p ite of th e 
com m a n ds of th e Pa dre, h e cou ld n ot do it it wou ld n ot 
be h on ou ra b le. He dep lored th e ba n of th e Ch u rch , bu t 
family honour came first.  

Of th e Tu rk is h n a m es I cou ld get n o exp la n a t ion , 
excep t th a t th ey liked th em , a n d , a s th ey cou ld n ot be 
ba p t ized by th em , took th em a fterwa rds . To th e qu es t ion 
wh y th ey s h ou ld s h oot Mos lem s , bu t like to im ita te th em , 
th ey cou ld give n o a n s wer ; bu t it a m u s ed th em . As to 
s ellin g da u gh ters to th em , th ey fra n k ly a dm it ted it wa s a 
qu es t ion m erely of p r ice. Th ey wou ld a lwa ys s ell to 
Ch r is t ia n s if th ey pa id well. Ma rko begged th em to 
con s ider th eir s ou ls ' fu tu re. On e m a n a rgu ed in gen iou s ly. 
He denied all responsibility about his soul. The Padre said 
God h a d given h im h is s ou l. "Very well, th en , it is God 's 
bu s in es s to look a fter it . I n ever a s ked Him to give m e a 
s ou l." To Ma rko's s u gges t ion of etern a l tor tu re, h e rep lied 
th a t th e tor tu re of h is s ou l wou ld n ot a ffect h im a fter h e 
h im s elf wa s dea d , a n d th a t it wou ld be extrem ely u n ju s t 
of God to tor tu re h is s ou l for s in s th a t h is body h a d 
committed. His poor soul had done nothing at all. They all 
s eem ed to rega rd th e s ou l a s s om eth in g qu ite a pa r t from 
th eir own iden t ity pos s ib ly a s th e s or t of b ird th a t flies 
from th e m ou th of th e dyin g in ch ea p religiou s p r in ts . 
"Wh en I a m dea d , it does n ot m a t ter to m e wh a t becom es 
of m y s ou l," wa s th e gen era l idea . Two th in gs on ly d id 
th ey con s ider im por ta n t to keep th e fa s ts a n d to be 
bu r ied in con s ecra ted grou n d . Th e on ly rea s on I cou ld get 
for th e des ire to be th u s bu r ied wa s th a t th e ch u rch ya rd 
wa s th eirs , a n d th ey h a d th e r igh t to be bu r ied wh ere 
th ey p lea s ed . Bu t th e ch u rch ya rd wa s th e m os t n eglected 
a n d des ola te th a t I s a w in a n y Ch r is t ia n t r ibe. Rou gh 
s ton es on ly m a rked th e gra ves ; n on e m a rked with a cros s 
or a n y oth er s ym bol. Nor d id th ey s eem to a t ta ch va lu e to 
a fu n era l s ervice. Th e ru le of th e Ch u rch is th a t n o m a n 
who h a s gon e ou t with th e kn own in ten t ion of ta k in g 



b lood , bu t is k illed h im s elf, m a y be bu r ied in con s ecra ted 
grou n d , for h e h a s d ied with th e s in of in ten ded m u rder 
on h is s ou l. Recen t ly a m a n h a d gon e to k ill a n en em y, 
bu t wa s h im s elf m or ta lly wou n ded . Th e Pa dre h u rr ied to 
con fes s h im . He pers is ted on ly in regret t in g th a t h e h a d 
failed to clean his honour, and died impenitent. The Padre 
th erefore refu s ed bu r ia l in th e ch u rch ya rd , bu t th e t r ibe 
ca m e a n d bu r ied h im th ere. Orders were th en s en t 
perem ptor ily by th e Bis h op th a t th e body wa s a t on ce to 
be exh u m ed , a n d exh u m ed it wa s , a n d bu r ied els ewh ere. 
Th is m a de a con s idera b le s en s a t ion a n d m u ch 
d is p lea s u re, a n d it is pos s ib le th a t it will n ot h a ve th e 
intended effect.  

Ch u rch s ervices h a ve n o m ea n in g for m a n y of th em , 
a n d th erefore n o in flu en ce. On e wom a n a ctu a lly ca m e 
in to th e ch u rch wh en th e Fra n cis ca n wa s s ervin g m a s s , 
wa lked s t ra igh t u p to th e a lta r , a n d s a id : "Pa dre, I wa n t 
you to wr ite a let ter for m e." He took n o n ot ice of h er , s o, 
a s h e wa s ra is in g th e ch a lice, s h e ca u gh t h old of h is a rm 
a n d repea ted h er requ es t m u ch lou der . His s erva n t th en , 
to h er s u rp r is e, led h er ou t . I cou ld n ot fin d th a t th ey 
believed in a n yth in g rea lly bu t "th e Ca n on ," a n d "th ere 
a re n o s old iers to force u s , s o we ca n do a s we like," 
summed up their code.  

Bu t th ey ca n be fa ith fu l to th eir own s worn word , 
a n d a t t im es s cru pu lou s ly h on es t . Th e odd , old m a n , th e 
p r ies t 's s erva n t , h a d on ce gon e a lm os t with ou t food for 
fou r da ys , to h is m a s ter 's h orror . Left in ch a rge of th e 
h ou s e with p len ty of food in it , h e h a d ea ten on ly s om e 
b roken s cra ps . Th e res t , h e s a id , d id n ot belon g to h im , 
and he did not know if he might touch it.  

He h a d a pecu lia r s en s e of h u m ou r . Roa r in g with 
la u gh ter , h e told th a t h e h a d h a d a very fu n n y th ou gh t . 
"Suppos e a cow fell from th e cliff oppos ite. It wou ld be 
b roken a ll to p ieces . Every m a n wou ld ru n to p ick u p a 
b it for s u pper . Th en s u ppos e, ju s t a s th ey got th ere, th e 
b its a ll join ed in to a cow a ga in a n d ra n a wa y!" Th e 
th ou gh t of th eir d is a ppoin tm en t t ick led h im s o h u gely, h e 
could scarcely tell it for laughing.  

Th e t r ibes m en love a joke. It is u s u a lly a ta le of a 
s u cces s fu l s win d le. Th u s : A m a n bou gh t a don key a t th e 
ba za r a n d led it a wa y. Two th ieves followed h im . On e 
s lipped th e h a lter from th e don key, a n d wen t off with it . 
Th e oth er pu t th e h a lter on h is own h ea d , a n d followed 
the man. When the first thief had had time to escape with 



th e don key, th e s econ d bega n to pu ll a n d groa n . Th e 
a s ton is h ed m a n looked ba ck , a n d fou n d th e don key gon e 
a n d a m a n in its p la ce. "Wh ere is m y don key?" h e a s ked . 
"Ala s !" cr ied th e th ief, "I a m th a t lu ck les s bein g. A wicked 
m a gicia n tu rn ed m e in to a don key for fifteen yea rs . Th e 
t im e h a s ju s t com e to a n en d . I h a ve n oth in g a n d kn ow 
n ot wh ere to go." Th e k in d m a n th en relea s ed h im , a n d 
gave him some money.  

Half-wa y u p th e cliff wh en ce th e cow wa s s u ppos ed 
to fa ll, a t rea s u re of gold is fa b led to be h idden . Bu t it 
ca n n ot be fou n d , for it is a m a n et t ru s ted to th e Ea r th , 
wh o will n ot yield it t ill cer ta in u n kn own con d it ion s be 
fulfilled.  

A good p la n , in s u ch ca s es , is to s p r in k le th e ea r th 
overn igh t with flou r or wood-a s h . If, ea r ly in th e m orn in g, 
any footsteps be found on it those, for instance, of a goat, 
a dog, a b ird , even a m a n s u ch a crea tu re m u s t be 
s a cr ificed on th e s pot , a n d th e Ea r th will yield th e 
t rea s u re. It is u s eles s to d ig u n les s you kn ow th e 
requisite spell.  

A m a n on ce wen t to bu ry gold in a fores t . Bu t a 
woodcu t ter h id a n d wa tch ed h im . He of th e gold la id it in 
a h ole a t th e foot of a t ree, s a yin g, "O Ea r th , do n ot yield 
th is t ill two m ice d ra g a ca r t rou n d th e t ree." He wen t 
a wa y believin g h is gold s a fe; bu t th e woodcu t ter ca u gh t 
two m ice, ta m ed th em , ta u gh t th em to d ra w a lit t le ca r t , 
a n d d rove th em rou n d th e t ree. Th en h e du g a n d fou n d 
th e gold . With ou t th e m ou s e t r ick , h e m igh t h a ve du g 
vainly for weeks.  

The heat wave that had hung over the thirsty land for 
m on th s , b roke in a delu ge. Th u n der cra s h ed 
con t in u ou s ly, h u r led ba ck a n d for th from on e m ou n ta in 
to th e oth er . "Dra n gon i is figh t in g th e d ra gon !" Th es e 
frigh tfu l figh ts ta ke p la ce in m id -a ir . Ku ls h edra (th e 
d ra gon ) s t r ives to overwh elm m a n k in d with floods a n d 
tor ren ts , Dra n gon i bea ts it ba ck with th u n der . Wh en a 
ch ild is born with a fea th er u n der it s a rm , it is a s ign h e 
will be a Dra n gon i. His m oth er m u s t n ot tell of th e 
fea th er , or h e will d ie a t on ce. Mos t likely St . George wa s 
a Dra n gon i. Th e Dra n gon i is a lwa ys m a le a n d Ku ls h edra 
female. A male animal can be a Drangoni.  

Poor Marko's ankle had been on our arrival very bad
enormously swollen, and with signs of inflammation up to 
the knee.  



Loca l op in ion wa s th a t th ree s t ron g m en ou gh t to 
pu ll it ou t t ill it wen t "pop" a n d wa s cu red . I kn ew it wa s 
not dislocated, and feared lest they should persist and set 
u p s u ch a cu te m is ch ief th a t Ma rko h im s elf m igh t go 
"pop ." Fin a lly, we s et a crowd of leech es to pa s tu re off 
h im . Dis gorgin g leech es is cer ta in ly a m es s y job , bu t I 
was surprised to find the disgust it caused to various men 
wh o d ropped in , b lood bein g th e flu id by wh ich th ey were 
accustomed to cleanse their honour.  

Wh en n ot a leech wa s left to cry "More," Ma rko, lim p 
a n d depres s ed , took th e b la ckes t view of life, bu t th e 
inflammation was checked and the swelling reduced.  

More rou gh clim b in g wa s ou t of th e qu es t ion . As 
s oon a s h e wa s fit to t ra vel, we s ta r ted for Sh a la (s o a s to 
retu rn to Scu ta r i s lowly by th e ea s ies t rou te), with two 
good mules and two Nikaj men as guides.  

Th e t ra ck u p th e m ou n ta in wa s good en ou gh for 
Ma rko to r ide a ll th e wa y. We rea ch ed a fin e gra s s y 
plateau the source of the Lumi Zi, a tributary of the Nikaj 
River h idden in a grea t beech fores t . Here ou r Nika j 
gu ides , wh o were du ll-wit ted , let th e m u les es ca pe wh ile 
wa ter in g th em , a n d los t m u ch t im e. Th en on , a lwa ys 
m ou n t in g th rou gh m iles of fores t t ill we ca m e to its edge, 
a n d s a w th e pea k of th e m ou n ta in r is in g u p bes ide u s 
with s ta r t lin g a b ru p tn es s , a gla r in g ra zzle-da zzle of ra w 
wh ite lim es ton e, n o lea f or twig u pon it . Th e peop le ca ll it 
Mal-i-ba rdh , th e Wh ite Mou n ta in . We were on th e top of 
th e pa s s Ch a fa Nerm a n d jes h s om e five th ou s a n d feet 
high, the frontier of Nikaj and Shala. The descent to Abate 
is ea s y. Ou r gu ides delivered u s s a fely a t th e ch u rch -
h ou s e, bu t ra th er la te, a s on e of th em wa s a n im por ta n t 
Hea d , a n d , with th e en ga gin g Nika j pecu lia r ity of doin g 
just as he pleased when there was no one to force him, he 
s a t down a n d h eld lon g pa r leys with every on e we m et on 
th e wa y, ta k in g n o m ore n ot ice of u s th a n if we h a d n ot 
been there.  

Sh a la is lu cky in it s you n g Fra n cis ca n , a keen , a ct ive 
m a n , wh o h a s for eigh t yea rs been work in g h a rd to 
a m en d th e la w of b lood ; a n d h a s s u cceeded in res t r ict in g 
it s o th a t n ow on ly a m em ber of th e h ou s e a ctu a lly 
con cern ed m a y be s h ot , a n d th a t h ou s e on ly bu rn t . 
Previou s ly a n y rela t ive h owever d is ta n t wa s lia b le, a n d 
fou r or five in n ocen t h ou s es were s om et im es bu rn t , 
m erely beca u s e th ey were rela ted . So fa r , th is n ew la w 
has been kept a step, though small, in the right direction.  



Bu t for b lood , a n d th e a wfu l des t ru ct ion of p roper ty 
followin g, Sh a la wou ld be r ich . Wh en I wa s th ere, it h a d 
been a t on ce in b lood with Sh os h i, Pla n i, Nika j, Sk reli, 
Kra s n ich , a n d Ga s h i n ot to s pea k of b lood with in th e 
tribe bu t h a d ju s t s worn bes a with th e Ch r is t ia n on es a s 
a protective alliance against the Moslems.  

Sh a la , like Nika j, is very fon d of Tu rk is h n a m es , bu t 
forb ids th e s ellin g of da u gh ters to th e Mos lem s , a n d 
bu rn s th e h ou s e of a n y on e doin g s o. It s tea ls gir ls freely 
from Nika j, fou n d in g m a n y b lood feu ds . An d th ou gh 
h on es t with in , th e t r ibe en joys of a ll th in gs ra id in g a cros s 
it s borders . A Vu th a j m a n h a d ju s t been in s ea rch of a 
"los t" cow. Sh a la , h a vin g ea ten it , den ied a ll kn owledge of 
its whereabouts.  

Now Sh a la wa s a ll a gog to go to th e fea s t of St . 
Bon a ven tu ra , a t Sh os h i. Th e t r ibes do n oth in g by h a lves ; 
their hospitality is lavish beyond belief. One man near the 
ch u rch h a d k illed two oxen , five s h eep , a n d th ree goa ts , 
a n d expected gu es ts to ea t th e lot . By ea r ly da wn n ea r ly 
a ll th e m a le popu la t ion , a n d very m a n y wom en , were off 
to Sh os h i in th eir bes t cloth es . If Kra s n ich h a d m a de a 
raid, there would have been no men to oppose them.  

Th ey retu rn ed on th e fou r th da y, h a vin g en joyed 
th em s elves h u gely, fired a fa bu lou s n u m ber of ca r t r idges
we h a d h ea rd th e ra t t le a s of a s m a ll wa r a n d ea ten roa s t 
m ea t for two s olid da ys . Sh os h i h a d been ea ten ou t of 
h ou s e a n d h om e; h a d s pen t on powder , ra k ia , a n d food 
s om e 30 ,000 fra n cs , it wa s s a id , in en ter ta in in g s om e 
fifteen h u n dred gu es ts . A yea r ly a ffa ir on th a t s ca le is 
m ore th a n a t r ibe ca n s ta n d . Sh a la p rom is ed n ot to go to 
th e fea s t of St . Bon a ven tu ra n ext yea r , on condition 
Sh os h i does n ot com e to th e fea s t of Sh a la 's pa tron s a in t , 
St. John Evangelist.  

Wild yells s u dden ly a n n ou n ced th a t th e Arch b is h op 
wa s in s igh t . He, too, h a d been celeb ra t in g St . 
Bon a ven tu ra a t Sh os h i. Ou t we ru s h ed to greet h is Gra ce 
with th e h a il of bu llets th e occa s ion requ ired , a s h e rode 
u ph ill, followed by m y ga y you n g fr ien d , th e Pa dre of 
Thethi, firing return volleys.  

How we a ll fit ted in to th e s m a ll h ou s e I do n ot kn ow, 
but it was managed, and the party was most lively.  

We were all, as is the national custom, drinking rakia 
before s u pper , a n d I wa s bein g ta u gh t th e correct 
com plim en ta ry ph ra s es to a ccom pa n y ea ch gla s s , wh en 
th e s erva n t da s h ed in to s a y a m a n h a d been s h ot ju s t 



ou ts ide. Th e Pa dre s eized h is ba g a n d da s h ed ou t to give 
absolu t ion if th ere were yet t im e, bu t th e m a n wa s dea d
s h ot from th e ba ck , r igh t th rou gh th e left b rea s t a n d th e 
leg.  

Not on e of u s h a d n ot iced th e two r ifle-s h ots , th ou gh 
qu ite n ea r th e h ou s e, for th ere h a d been a fu s illa de a ll 
day, on and off.  

Th e m a n wa s dea d . We wen t ba ck to s u pper , a n d 
ta lked of b lood a n d s u dden dea th , of th e m is era b le s ta te 
of th e m ou n ta in t r ibes , owin g to th e p rolon ged d rou gh t ; 
th e h opeles s n es s of rem edyin g s ocia l a n d m a ter ia l 
con d it ion s u n der th e th en exis t in g Govern m en t . An d over 
all th e pover ty, cr im e, a n d ign ora n ce h u n g th e s h a dow of 
a grea ter h orror th e d rea d of a com bin ed Mos lem a t ta ck 
on the Christians. A doleful evening enough.  

Next m orn b rou gh t th e deta ils of la s t n igh t 's m u rder . 
Th e you th h a d been s h ot by h is own s econ d cou s in , with 
wh om h e lived in a com m u n a l fa m ily h ou s e, for h is own 
house had been burned for blood, but he had some fields. 
He wa s twen ty-th ree yea rs old , h a d s h ot two m en one 
on ly th e yea r before a n d h a d n ot con fes s ed for five yea rs , 
so could not have Christian burial. His relatives, however, 
ca m e a t on ce to th e ch u rch -h ou s e to beg th e Pa dre for 
sugar for the funeral feast.  

Th e two h a d qu a rrelled over ir r iga t ion r igh ts . Th e 
decea s ed h a d , th a t da y, r igh t ly cla im ed th e wa ter for h is 
fields . Th e oth er d iver ted th e s t rea m to h is own la n ds , 
a n d a s h is cou s in s tooped over th e ch a n n el to reopen it , 
shot him twice from behind.  

Torren ts of ra in fell n ext da y wa ter en ou gh for a ll. 
J u dged from th e lowes t s ta n dpoin t , th e s la u gh ter of th e 
you th wa s tota lly u n n eces s a ry. I wa ited with in teres t th e 
judgment of the tribe.  

Th e developm en t of th e ca s e wa s a m a zin g. As th e 
b lood h a d been ta ken with in th e fa m ily, th ere wa s n o 
outsider to avenge it. It was a crime only against the head 
of th e h ou s e, a n d h e a lon e h a d th e ju dgin g of it . As h e 
decided to pu b licly forgive th e m u rderer , th e t r ibe h a d n o 
power to in flict a n y pu n is h m en t . So th e m u rderer dwelt 
a s u s u a l with th e res t of th e fa m ily in th e com m u n a l 
h ou s e. He, a s well a s h is vict im , h a d h a d h is own h ou s e 
burnt for blood previously.  

As a m em ber of th e fa m ily, h e wa s p res en t a ll da y a t 
th e fu n era l fea s t , a n d looked a t h is vict im 's corps e in th e 



gra ve a ppa ren t ly qu ite u n m oved , wh ile th e dea th -wa ils of 
the mourners echoed round.  

Pu b lic op in ion by n o m ea n s wh olly a pproved of th e 
affa ir . Bu t it wa s egh el it h a d to be. God m u s t h a ve 
m ea n t h im to d ie, or wh y s h ou ld on ly two bu llets h a ve 
killed him? Many men recover even from ten if it be eghel.  

I u rged th a t th e ca s e wa s a d is gra ce to th e t r ibe, a n d 
a la w to dea l with s u ch s h ou ld be pa s s ed ; bu t wa s told 
that no law interfering with the rights of a man in his own 
h ou s e wou ld ever be obeyed , even th ou gh pa s s ed . Th e 
m ou n ta in s do n ot a pprove of "gra n dm oth er ly legis la t ion ." 
Never th eles s , th ere wa s a feelin g th a t th e m u rderer h a d 
a cted s cu rvily. Th e bes t wa y for h im to rein s ta te h im s elf 
wou ld be for h im to s h oot s om e on e els e n ot a n ea r 
rela t ive. His grou n d cou ld th en be con fis ca ted for a t im e, 
a n d h is goods des t royed . He wou ld be lia b le to be s h ot , 
and in this new feud could clean his honour.  

News of th e m u rder wa s s en t a t on ce to Scu ta r i, a n d 
th e officia ls th ere wou ld du ly cla im s om e for ty n a poleon s 
as their fee.  

Th e m a jor ity of b lood-ta kers , s a id th e Pa dre, d ie 
qu ite im pen iten t , s a yin g th ey wou ld ra th er go to h ell with 
their honour clean than to heaven dishonourably.  

As a t Nika j, I fou n d th ey decla red th a t th eir s ou ls 
were not responsible for the deeds of their bodies.  

Sh a la , like th e oth er t r ibes , decla red th a t , in s p ite of 
s h oot in g, it h a d a la rge exces s of m a les . Th e exces s of 
fem a les in En gla n d a lwa ys a s ton is h ed th em . On e m a n 
in gen iou s ly exp la in ed it . "En gla n d does n ot n eed s o m a n y 
figh t in g m en . Very m a n y wom en p refer to be virgin s , 
wh erea s very few m en do. Th erefore God h a s a r ra n ged to 
satisfy all tastes!"  

On J u ly 18 th ca m e grea t n ews from th e ou ter wor ld . 
Th e Va li of Scu ta r i h a d been d is m is s ed , with a ll h is 
entourage th e s old iers h a d a ga in s t ru ck for pa y h e h a d 
been in office bu t s ix m on th s . Hot on th is ca m e ru m ou rs 
th a t th e s a m e h a d h a ppen ed in Pr izren a n d Sa lon ika . A 
p la n n ed a n d p rea rra n ged revolu t ion in Tu rkey wa s a n 
a lm os t u n kn own th in g. Th e wildes t h opes flew th rou gh 
th e m ou n ta in s . Som eth in g wa s goin g to h a ppen . Wh o 
knows? Perhaps the Turks will be driven out!  

Life wen t on a s before. I s pen t m y t im e with th e 
ch ild ren . Som e were in ch a rge of bea s ts . Mos t m erely 
k illed t im e by foolin g a im les s ly a bou t , t ill on e pu n ch ed 
a n oth er a n d a gen era l s qu a bb le took p la ce. Th ey ra rely, if 



ever , p la yed a n orga n is ed ga m e, a n d , if th ey d id , n ever 
s tu ck to it lon g. Wh en I a s ked for ch ild ren 's ga m es I wa s 
told, "They have never been to school. How can they know 
ga m es ?" In t ru th , from ch ildh ood u pwa rd , th e ch ief top ic 
of talk and interest is the family blood, and who has killed 
whom.  

In a ll th e m ou n ta in s I s a w bu t fou r ga m es , a n d two 
of th em on ly on ce. On e is a n ela bora te form of Ca t 's 
Cra d le ca lled Ka m b-e-Pu la t (Hen 's Foot). It en ds with a 
three-toed figu re like a b ird 's foot . Th e s t r in g is wou n d 
rou n d th e feet a s well a s rou n d th e h a n ds . Th e s econ d is 
Knucklebones, played with pebbles.  

The other two were played only by boys. A boy stands 
on a ll-fou rs with h is ba ck well a rch ed , wh ile on e boy 
dodges over , a n d a s econ d u n der , h im . Th e ob ject of th e 
u pper boy is to bu t t th e u n der on e "beh in d" with h is 
h ea d . If h e h it th is m a rk h e win s , a n d th e bu t ted boy h a s 
to form a n a rch . If h e m is s , h e s t r ikes th e top of h is h ea d 
violen t ly on th e grou n d , wh ich ca u s es roa rs of la u gh ter . I 
h a d s een th is ga m e p reviou s ly in Mon ten egro. Bu t it wa s 
qu ite n ew to Ma rko, th ou gh h e is Alba n ia n a n d h a s 
travelled much in the mountains.  

In th e fou r th ga m e a boy gu a rds a ba ll with in cer ta in 
lim its , wh ile th e oth ers t ry to k ick it ou t . Wh en k icked 
ou t , th e defen der of th e ba ll m u s t th row it a t th e k icker , 
wh o, if h it before h e rea ch es a p la ce of s a fety, becom es 
gu a rd ia n of th e ba ll. Th e ba ll wa s m a de of a t igh t bu n d le 
of fern, so gave little sport.  

A ch eeky boy of fifteen s u gges ted th a t I s h ou ld bu y 
him a wife. Wouldn't he make her work! Now he lived with 
h is gra n dfa th er , a n d th ey h a d n o wom a n h e h a d to m a ke 
all the bread himself.  

He poin ted ou t a gir l n ea r wh o, h e s a id , wa s s old to 
a n u gly old m a n . Sh e th rew s ton es a t h im in d ign a n t ly, 
bu t h e pers is ted . Sh e kn ew on ly th a t s h e wa s s old , a n d 
wou ld be s en t n ext yea r to wh om s h e h a d n o idea . Sh e 
and her sister lived with their widowed mother. Her father 
a n d u n cle h a d both been la tely s h ot . Her m oth er h a d 
gone to the Shoshi feast, and had not yet returned.  

Sh e wen t ba ck to h er h u t , a n d p res en t ly th e m os t 
p it ifu l s obs a n d wa ils recom m en ced . Her s is ter h a d ta ken 
th eir on ly goa t to gra ze on th e h ills ide. A viper h a d b it ten 
it in th e ton gu e, a n d it wa s dea d . Th e two s a n g dea th -
wa ils . "Oh , m y goa t , m y goa t , m y on ly on e! Som e h a ve s o 
m a n y goa ts wh y h a s th e s erpen t ta ken ou r on ly on e?" 



Th eir weird cr ies res ou n ded t ill th ey s obbed th em s elves 
exhausted. Not only was the goat's milk an important part 
of th eir livin g, bu t th ey d rea ded th a t th eir m oth er wou ld 
beat them on her return.  

Th is wa s ea s ily rem ed ied . I s en t th e p r ice of a m ilch 
goa t . Th e relief, com in g u n expected ly a fter a n igh t of 
despair, p rodu ced tor ren ts of tea rs . An d th e gra t itu de of 
both girls and mother was touching in the extreme.  

Th is peop le is a s t ra n ge m ixtu re of violen t em otion 
a n d a ppa ren t in s en s ib ility. Th e wa y in wh ich wom en will 
weep on th e gra ve of a b roth er k illed yea rs a go is 
h ea r t ren d in g to witn es s . Men s pea k with deep feelin g of a 
murdered son but the shooting continues.  

A h ideou s ly ra w vers ion of th e Pot of Ba s il s tory wa s 
told m e by a Fra n cis ca n in wh os e pa r is h it took p la ce. A 
widow h a d on e s on . He wa s s h ot in h er p res en ce a n d h is 
s ku ll s h ivered . Sh e collected h is s ca t tered b ra in s a n d 
kept them in a box to weep over all she had left of him.  

We left Sh a la for Th eth i, wh ere I m et a ga in th e fin e 
fellow wh o h a d p iloted u s to Vu th a j. He h a d been th ere 
s in ce to bu y m a ize, a n d repor ted , h a d it n ot been for th e 
old Mos lem wh os e gu es t we were, we s h ou ld h a ve been 
ca u gh t . He h a d pu rpos ely kep t u s s h u t u p , a s a s py wa s 
s eek in g u s from Gu s in je. After we left h e wa s a s ked by 
th e a u th or it ies wh y h e h a d n ot a t on ce repor ted ou r 
arriva l, for h e kn ew n o s t ra n gers were wa n ted in th e 
d is t r ict . He ga lla n t ly rep lied th a t it h a d n ever been th e 
cu s tom of h is h ou s e to betra y a gu es t . Th a t h e kn ew I 
wa s a foreign er , bu t th a t I h a d beh a ved perfect ly well. He 
took wh a t gu es ts h e p lea s ed , a n d wou ld s h elter m e a ga in 
if I required it.  

To a ll m y h os ts , Ch r is t ia n a n d Mos lem , I owe m ore 
th a n I ca n ever repa y. I ca n on ly h ope to s h ow th e lin e of 
pure gold that lies beneath an outward rugged nature.  

Th ere wa s d ifficu lty in fin d in g m u les for ou r jou rn ey, 
a s a ll Th eth i wa s goin g to th e h igh pa s tu res to celeb ra te 
St . Ven era n da . We s ta r ted fin a lly with th e two m en a n d 
m u les th a t h a d ta ken u s before we u n der ta k in g to h a lt a t 
Skreli for the feast.  

Th e t ra ck over Ch a fa Sh tegu t is exceed in gly s teep , 
bu t s o well m a de th a t , excep t for th e very top , wh ich is 
cut in steps, it is rideable the whole way. The lower slopes 
a re fin e pa s tu re. Above is rock a n d s cru b . Th e des cen t on 
th e Boga s ide is ea s y. I wa s gla d , wh en I s a w h ow very 



precip itou s th is pa s s is , th a t I h a d n ot a t tem pted it wh en 
full of snow. A slip might mean a fall of a thousand feet.  

Pa s s in g th rou gh Boga , wh ere th e p r ies t offered u s a ll 
pos s ib le h os p ita lity, a n d u pbra ided u s for n ot s topp in g 
th e n igh t , we rea ch ed Skreli by th e s a m e t ra ck a s before. 
It was my third visit there, so I felt quite at home.  

We celeb ra ted St . Ven era n da n ext da y. Th e ch u rch 
wa s pa cked with a ll Sk reli in it s bes t , for n o ou ts iders 
were p res en t . Th ey com e on ly for th e pa tron s a in t of th e 
tribe.  

Com in g s t ra igh t from th e h ea r t of Pu la t i, I wa s m u ch 
s t ru ck with th e d ifferen ce in th e ph ys ica l type of th e 
people fin er , bet ter bu ilt , a n d a very m u ch la rger 
p ropor t ion with grey eyes a n d fa ir h a ir . We were in th e 
p r ies t 's h ou s e a fter s ervice, wh en a fierce qu a rrel took 
p la ce ou ts ide, between two m en . Th e m os t a wfu l n ois e 
en s u ed . On e m a n da s h ed u p in to th e room with u s . Th e 
oth er h owled in s u lts from below. Ou r m a n , wh o h a d a 
Ma u s er , ru s h ed to th e win dow, a n d wa s ju s t a bou t to fire 
wh en two wom en , wh o were on th e la n d in g ou ts ide, 
h u r led th em s elves on to h im a n d s t ru ck u p th e r ifle. Th e 
man below aimed up with a Martini.  

Wom en m a y n ot be s h ot , s o on e h u n g on to th e 
Ma u s er m a n , wh ile th e oth er lea n ed ou t of win dow, a s 
a ls o d id I. Th e p r ies t ra n in , a n d m a de h im give u p th e 
Mauser. The man below was running wildly up and down, 
a im in g u pwa rds a t th e win dows , yellin g a n d th rea ten in g 
to shoot, while the priest, seated cross-legged right out on 
a win dow-s ill, com m a n ded h im to s top . Two m en th rew 
th em s elves u pon h im a n d t r ied to d is a rm h im by force. It 
wa s a n excit in g m om en t th e th ree locked t igh t ly togeth er 
figh t in g like h ell-h ou n ds for a loa ded r ifle, it s own er livid 
with ra ge, h is eyes gla r in g m a d ly a s h e yelled like a wild 
beast. They mastered him. He rose snarling and impotent.  

Th e p r ies t des cen ded , a n d ga ve h im a s evere ta lk in g 
to. He con s en ted a t la s t to go h om e, a n d s lu n k off, two 
oth ers goin g with h im h e, relu cta n t , tu rn in g ba ck often , 
and vowing he would return and shoot.  

Ou r m u les were wa it in g, s a dd led a n d rea dy. We left 
for Rech i, m eet in g its p r ies t on th e wa y. He wa s bu rs t in g 
with news, fresh from Scutari.  

Th ere wa s a r is in g a ll over Tu rkey: Sh em s i Pa s h a 
s h ot a t Mon a s t ir Os m a n Pa s h a ca p tu red ru m ou rs of a 
n ew Govern m en t . We roa red with la u gh ter a t a n Au s tr ia n 
n ews pa per , wh ich des cr ibed Sh em s i a s a n "u n b lem is h ed 



ch a ra cter ," bu t con ta in ed lit t le m ore defin ite n ews ; a n d 
we op in ed th a t n ow th e u lt im a tu m wh ich Ma lts ia e 
m a dh e wa s a bou t to s en d in for th e rem ova l of th e 
detes ted Sh a h ir Bey, from th e pos t of Sergh erd of th e 
m ou n ta in s , wa s likely to be lis ten ed to. Th e b it ter p la in t 
of a ll th e t r ibes m en , th eir u rgen t a ppea ls for h elp a ga in s t 
th e Tu rk , s t ill ra n g in m y ea rs . It s eem ed th a t th e 
"s om eth in g" th a t "m u s t h a ppen s om e da y" wa s u pon u s
th a t th e ps ych ologica l m om en t , a s th e n ovelis ts ca ll it, 
h a d a r r ived . We were in th e s a dd le ea r ly n ext m orn in g, 
a n d s oon a t Scu ta r i. It wa s th e 27 th of J u ly. Scu ta r i wa s 
a ll a s t ir with th e n ews of th e Con s t itu t ion . Wh a t? wh en ? 
h ow? wh ere? wh y? n o on e kn ew. No Con s u la te h a d a n y 
official details. All that was known was "Constitution."    

CHAPTER VIII 
THE COMING OF THE CONSTITUTION  

"For euery Wight that lovede Chyvalrye, 
It were a lusty Sighté for to see."   

IT wa s n ot t ill Au gu s t 2n d th a t Scu ta r i form a lly 
a ccep ted th e Con s t itu t ion . We bega n ea r ly in th e 
morning, t roop in g to th e grea t d r ill-grou n d in fron t of th e 
Govern m en t Hou s e, u n der a b la zin g s u n , in a clou d of 
wh ite du s t . Th e crowd wa s la rgely Mos lem ; ten ta t ively a t 
fir s t ca m e town Ch r is t ia n s , th en m ore. A Tu rk is h officia l 
on a p la t form rea d a n in a u d ib le p rocla m a t ion in Tu rk is h 
(a ton gu e u n ders tood by very few), a Hod ja followed with 
a n oth er . Th en a Ca th olic Alba n ia n , a s ch oolm a s ter , lea p t 
u p a n d s poke in Alba n ia n a n im prom ptu a ddres s and 
the people found voice. 

To th e Ch r is t ia n s , es pecia lly, th e m om en t wa s 
supreme. "We are free! We are free!" cried an old man. "All 
m y life I h a ve wa ited for th is m om en t . Now, th a n k God , I 
shall die happy!" 

Th e im pos s ib le h a d h a ppen ed . Alba n ia 's da y h a d 
da wn ed . Th e pen t-u p em otion s of cen tu r ies bu rs t for th , 
a n d th e ch ild -people wa s wh ir led a wa y in a tor ren t of joy 
and hope. 

Th ere is bu t on e wa y in wh ich joy ca n be expres s ed . 
Th a t is by fir in g ba ll ca r t r idge. Every on e h a d wea pon s : 
every on e fired . Th e da zzlin g wh ite cot ton a n d cr im s on 
fezzes of th e Mos lem s , th e ora n ge ba rra ck wa lls , th e 



s ca r let Tu rk is h s ta n da rds , th e two ba n ds th a t gla red 
b ra s s a n d b la red d ifferen t tu n es a t on ce, th e s h r iek in g 
p ipe a n d th robb in g tom tom of fou r b la ck gyps ies , th e 
clou ds of s m oke a n d th e s h owers of s pa rks from ba d 
powder , a n d th e h ea vy, clou d les s , b lu e s ky over a ll, were 
swept into one gorgeous, unforgettable whole. 

Th ere is a n extra ord in a ry exh ila ra t ion in th e s ou n d 
a n d con cu s s ion of con t in u ou s fir in g wh en you a re in th e 
thick of it. It was impossible not to be carried away by the 
gen era l en th u s ia s m . By th e ligh t of h is tory a n d 
exper ien ce, th e th in g wa s in cred ib le. "Th e leopa rd does 
n ot ch a n ge h is s pots n or th e Eth iop h is s k in ," s a id 
Reason "th e Tu rk is a lwa ys a Tu rk ." Bu t Hope cr ied , 
"Albania is free!" And Hope prevailed. 

We t rooped ba ck th rou gh th e s t reets . Th e a r t illery 
th a t s u dden ly cla t tered by s h owed th a t th e a u th or it ies 
were n ot , a s yet , cer ta in of th e effect of th e p rocla m a t ion . 
Bu t it wa s n ot n eeded . Scu ta r i s a w s igh ts it h a d n ever 
s een before. Th e Mos lem ba n d p la yed ou ts ide th e 
Ca th edra l, a n d Ch r is t ia n a n d Mos lem s wore b roth erh ood 
on the Koran and a revolver a sinister combination. 

"Ah , la bella cos a , la Liber ta !" cr ied a Ch r is t ia n . "We 
a re u n ited ! Alba n ia is free!" Bu t th e older Ch r is t ia n s 
m os t ly kep t a loof. "Th ir ty yea rs a go we rejoiced for th is 
s a m e Con s t itu t ion ," s a id on e, "a n d wh a t ca m e of it?" 
An oth er p ra yed m e n ot to go in to th e s t reets a t n igh t . 
"Th e m a s s a cre will begin . I kn ow it will. It is a Tu rk is h 
trick to kill us all." 

Son gs a n d s h ots wen t on t ill two in th e m orn in g. 
Bu llets wh is t led con t in u ou s ly over every roof we p icked 
u p p len ty n ext da y bu t th ere were n o fa ta lit ies , n or a n y 
s t reet figh t in g n or d ru n ken n es s . With ou t a n y police force, 
perfect order was maintained. 

After m ore th a n fou r teen h ou rs ' s olid fir in g, Scu ta r i 
fell a s leep , a n d s lep t t ill m idda y, wh en it a woke to rejoice 
and fire again, till not a cartridge was left in any gunshop. 

Th e m om en t fou n d its poet , a n d th e h ym n of th e 
Con s t itu t ion , wr it ten by a n a t ive Fra n cis ca n , b r ief a n d to 
th e poin t , ca u gh t th e popu la ce a t on ce. Sca rcely p r in ted , 
it rang down the streets. 

Th ere wa s bu t on e b la ck s pot in th e gen era l joy. 
Am n es ty of p r is on ers h a d been gra n ted . Th os e of oth er 
town s , we h ea rd , were a lrea dy freed . Bu t Scu ta r i ga ol 
rem a in ed gr im ly clos ed , a n d th e wh ite-fa ced p r is on ers 



crowded a t th e win dows , va in ly wa ved th eir h a n ds , a n d 
cried to the friends below, who awaited their release. 

Next da y ca m e th e m en of th e Serb villa ge of Vra ka . 
Th a t th ey, wh o n ever p reten d to wis h for a n yth in g bu t 
u n ion with Mon ten egro, s h ou ld h u rry to h a il Tu rk is h 
ru le, ca u s ed s om e s u rp r is e. Th ey s wu n g in , in fin e s tyle, 
fir in g a s a lu te before th e Ru s s ia n Vice-Con s u la te a s th ey 
pa s s ed , with cr ies of "Zh ivio!" (Lon g live!) An d th ey h ea rd 
th e in com preh en s ib le p rocla m a t ion rea d with cr ies of 
"Zhivio!" 

"To wh om a re th ey wis h in g lon g life? to Tu rkey or 
Ru s s ia ?" a s ked s om e on e. It d id n ot m a t ter . Th ey were 
free to fire gu n s in Scu ta r i, a n d th ey d id s o to th eir 
h ea r ts ' con ten t , a n d wou n d u p by bu ild in g a h u m a n 
tower s ix m en s ta n d in g on th e s h ou lders of twelve and 
pera m bu la t in g th e d r ill-grou n d ; th en th ey da n ced th e 
Mon ten egr in kolo, a n d ret ired h a ppy, a fter a ga in s a lu t in g 
Ru s s ia . Afterwa rds , th ey exp la in ed th a t th ey h a d com e in 
obed ien ce to Tu rk is h Govern m en t orders . Th ey d id n ot 
know why but had enjoyed themselves very much. 

Th ey h a d com e wh en ca lled . Wou ld th e m ou n ta in 
t r ibes ? Scu ta r i wa ited . Th e t r ibes s en t in a s t ron gly-
worded u lt im a tu m . Th e Sergh erdé m u s t be d is m is s ed , or 
those responsible for his retention take the consequences. 
At th is cru cia l m om en t it wa s n eces s a ry to bu y th e t r ibes 
a t a lm os t a n y p r ice. Th e You n g Tu rks d is m is s ed Sh a ch ir 
Bey a t on ce. Th en , a n d th en on ly, th e t r ibes th ou gh t 
Constitution meant a new era of justice. 

Th e fir s t to com e were th e Pos tr ipa m en , on Au gu s t 
6 th , u n der fou r ba r ia ks , grea t ba n n ers with a h a n d , a 
s word , a cres cen t , a n d s ta r on a red grou n d with a green 
border Su m a , Ura Stren git , a n d Dris h t i. Scu ta r i h a d by 
n ow gon e cra zy. Bu s in es s wa s a t a s ta n ds t ill. Th e 
hitherto-forb idden n a t ion a l s on g, "Sh cyp ta r ii" (Alba n ia ), 
h ea rd form er ly on ly in th e m ou n ta in s or in s t r ict 
seclusion, rang through the streets, till we wished it again 
forb idden . An d if fir in g ever cea s ed , we won dered wh a t 
was the matter. 

I wa s in th e th ick of everyth in g. Every on e kn ew m e. 
Su ch wa s th e wh ir l of Liber ty, Fra tern ity, a n d Equ a lity, 
th a t I wa s in vited to vis it th e oldes t m os qu e in Scu ta r i, 
Dza m ija Plu m bit (Mos qu e of Lea d), a n d wen t , to th e 
s u rp r is e of s om e of th e foreign con s u la tes , wh o h a d t r ied , 
in past times, to obtain permission and failed. 



It wa s a n a m a zin g vis it . I wa s told I kn ow n ot with 
wh a t t ru th th a t I wa s th e fir s t Gia ou r fem a le th a t h a d 
been inside it, that I need not put off my boots (of course I 
d id th ou gh ), th a t I m igh t ph otogra ph , th a t n ow we were 
all free and equal. 

It is s a id to h a ve form er ly been a ch u rch of St . Ma rk , 
and, though much altered, possibly was. It is square, with 
a b ig dom e, a n d its s qu a re cou r tya rd is s u r rou n ded with 
colu m n s wh os e ca p ita ls a re cer ta in ly p re-Tu rk is h . Th e 
clois ter wa lk th a t th ey form rou n d th e cou r t is roofed by 
th e m a n y lit t le lea den dom es th a t give th e m os qu e its 
n a m e. An d I wa s in vited in to th e oth er s m a ll m os qu es in 
th e n eigh bou rh ood bu ild in gs of n o in teres t . Th e poin t 
was that they were open to a female Giaour with boots on. 

Au gu s t 10 th wa s th e clim a x. All els e wa s a s n a u gh t 
compared to the Coming of the Christian tribesmen. 

It wa s u n reh ea rs ed , u n dr illed , bu t n o p repa ra t ion 
could have made it more magnificent. Summoned by their 
ch iefs , th ey ca m e ch os en rep res en ta t ives of a ll th e b ig 
tribes on e th ou s a n d five h u n dred s t ron g, ea ch t r ibe 
h ea ded by its Ba r ia k ta r with th e bu llet -r iven ba n n er , a n d 
led by its p r ies t or Fra n cis ca n s on s of th e Ch u rch 
m ilita n t (a revolver peeped from th e h a b it of m ore th a n 
one) r id in g or m a rch in g in fron t of th eir m en , a n d 
m a rs h a llin g th em with a p recis ion th a t ca lled for th 
gen era l a dm ira t ion . Keep in g n eith er lin e n or s tep , bu t in 
per fect order , th ey s wu n g down th e s t reet with th e 
peculiar stride of the sandal-shod mountaineer. 

It was a day of days for the missionaries. For the first 
time in th e la n d 's h is tory th ey were en ter in g th e ca p ita l 
t r iu m ph a n t , with th eir flocks , to h a il th e Con s t itu t ion 
th a t wa s to give equ a l r igh ts to a ll n a t ion a lit ies , a n d to 
Ch r is t ia n a n d Mos lem a like. Th rou gh a clou d of du s t , 
s welter in g h ea t to th e con t in u ou s roa r of fifteen h u n dred 
r ifles a n d th e a pp la u s e a n d revolvers of th e on lookers
s in gin g a n d s h ou t in g, th e m a s s s wep t in to th e d r ill-
ground. 

Ea ch well-kn own figu re wa s h a iled a s h e pa s s ed . 
Th ere wa s th e "t in y bu t ter r ib le" p r ies t of Sk reli, a b la ck 
bu n d le of en ergy, look in g m in u te a m on g h is m en ; th e 
p r ies t of Rech i, s old ier ly, erect on h is wh ite h ors e, with 
h is b ig h ou n d followin g; th e Bis h op of Pu la t i, in 
Fra n cis ca n h a b it , bu t wea r in g a fez, to th e joy of th e 
Mos lem s ; th e figh t in g m en of Sh a la -Sh os h i, led by Pa dre 
Cir illo, h a ppy a n d excited ; Ka s tra t i, Gru d i, Hot i, Boga , 



Rioli, Pla n i a ll with th eir p r ies ts , a n d b ra ve in th eir bes t 
array, aglitter with silver chains and weapons. 

Th ey s wu n g rou n d in a grea t circle, in per fect order , 
a n d s tood expecta n t . Th e Hod ja a n d two Tu rk is h officia ls 
rea d th e in a u d ib le Tu rk is h p rocla m a t ion s th a t m ea n t 
n oth in g to th e t r ibes m en . Bu t th e p r ies t of Rech i s p ra n g 
to th e p la t form , a n d , in a s ten tor ia n voice th a t ra n g clea r 
everywh ere, roa red a n im prom ptu s peech , a n d cr ied , 
"Rrnoft Con s t itu t ion ! Rrn oft Pa d is h a h ! Rrn oft Sch yp ta r ii!" 
(Long live the Constitution, &c.). 

Th e t r ibes m en a n d th eir r ifles roa red a pp la u s e, a n d , 
fir in g a n d s h ou t in g, th e wh ole a rm y ru s h ed off to be fed , 
Christian Scutari "standing treat." 

Th e a dd it ion n ext da y of Du s h m a n i, Sh la ku , a n d 
Top la n a , five h u n dred s t ron g, ta xed th e la vis h h os p ita lity 
of th e Ch r is t ia n town s folk to it s fu r th es t lim its . Th e 
Ca th edra l grou n ds were on e va s t p icn ic. No s u ch s igh t 
h a d been s een in Scu ta r i before. For two wh ole da ys a n d 
n igh ts over two th ou s a n d h ea vily-a rm ed m en were loos e 
in th e town n or wa s th ere eith er m ilita ry or police force 
s u fficien t to h a ve coped with a n ou tb rea k , bu t n ot on e 
in ciden t occu rred to m a r th e gen era l joy. Th ey rejoiced 
like ch ild ren , too h a ppy to be n a u gh ty. Even th e 
rep res en ta t ives of two Con s u la tes , wh o fra n k ly detes ted 
th e Alba n ia n s , s a id , "Mon Dieu , u n der a decen t 
Government, what a people this would be!" 

Th e t r ibes m en h a iled m e with joy, p res s ed wea pon s 
into my hands, and swept me away. Down the main street 
I wen t , b la zin g ba ll-ca r t r idge from a Ma r t in i, a n d ra n 
a bou t th e Ca th edra l grou n ds , fir in g a n y revolver h a n ded 
m e, wh ile th e popu la ce a pp la u ded a n d th e Arch b is h op 
laughed. 

It ca m e on m e with a grea t cra s h th a t th e s im ple 
m ou n ta in eers believed la rgely th a t I h a d worked th is 
marvel th e d is m is s a l of th e Sergh erdé a n d th e ch a n ge of 
Govern m en t . Th ey h a d begged m e to do it , a n d n o s oon er 
h a d I retu rn ed to Scu ta r i th a n it wa s don e! Som e even 
decla red th a t th ey wou ld follow m e a n d obey m y Kin g. I 
den ied it va in ly. Never before h a ve I been s o popu la r ; 
never in my life shall I be so again. 

Th e fea s ts were over . It wa s t im e to retu rn to th e 
m ou n ta in s . Th en ca m e th e d ra m a t ic clim a x. Th e 
p r is on ers s t ill s ta red p it ifu lly from th e ba rs daily 
expect in g relea s e, da ily d is a ppoin ted . I wen t to th e 
govern or of th e p r is on for n ews ; th ere wa s n on e. Th e 



m ou n ta in m en bega n to lea ve th e town . Th e p r is on ers 
were in des pa ir . Two were Sh a la m en , a n d th ey yelled to 
th eir t r ibe, "Sh a la , s a ve u s !" An d a ll th e two h u n dred 
p r is on ers took u p th e cry. Sh a la s wore p rom ptly n ot to 
lea ve th e town t ill a ll were freed , a n d th e rem a in in g 
tribesmen swore to support Shala. 

Scu ta r i wa s a n xiou s . Sh a la ca lm ly d rew u p a n 
u lt im a tu m in th e term s of "Forgive u s ou r t res pa s s es ," 
s a yin g: "We h a ve been ordered to s wea r bes a a m on g 
ou rs elves , to pa cify ou r b lood fen ds , a n d forgive th os e 
th a t h a ve b roken ou r t r ibe-la w. We obey. Bu t you too 
m u s t forgive. If th e p r is on doors a re n ot open by n oon to-
morrow we force them!" 

Th is wa s s en t to th e n ew Va li. We wa ited a n d asked, 
"Is it pea ce?" Th e t r ibes m en , qu ite ca lm , beh a ved a s 
though nothing were happening. Only their priests, as go-
between s , h u rr ied to a n d fro, from tr ibe to Va li, a n xiou s , 
but conscious that they held the trump cards. 

Fin a lly, la te in th e even in g I m et a well-kn own p r ies t 
com in g from th e Govern m en t Hou s e. "Wh a t n ews ?" "We 
a re s worn to tell n oth in g," s a id h e. He looked a t m e with 
victory twin k lin g in h is eyes , a n d bu rs t ou t la u gh in g. 
"Th a n k you !" s a id I, "I u n ders ta n d ." An d a t m idn igh t 
quietly the two hundred prisoners were freed. 

At s even n ext m orn in g wa s a fin a l fea s t ou ts ide th e 
Ca th edra l before a n a dm ir in g crowd . Th e two relea s ed 
Sh a la m en , cla d in fes ta l a t t ire th a t h a d been b rou gh t for 
th e pu rpos e, a n d a lrea dy fu lly a rm ed , ra n a bou t m a d ly 
embracing a ll th eir fr ien ds . Decked with a s ca r let a n d 
wh ite t ie th e colou rs of th e Con s t itu t ion I wen t rou n d a s 
madly, distributing cigarettes to all. 

Sh a la th en s ta r ted a won drou s da n ce, th e on ly 
m ou n ta in da n ce I h a ve s een . Fou r m en p ra n ced 
grotes qu ely, s tepp in g h igh a n d wa vin g th eir a rm s , yellin g 
th e wh ile, bu t u n a ccom pa n ied with a n y m u s ic. On e old 
boy, in a cr im s on d jem a da n , h a d los t on e a rm a n d 
b ra n d is h ed a s word with th e oth er to m a ke u p . Pra n cin g 
like a m a n ia c, a n d u t ter in g lou d h owls , h e a r r ived 
opposite me. For the time being, at any rate, I belonged to 
th e m ou n ta in s . I yelled too. He yelled lou der , p ra n ced 
h igh er , a n d s la s h ed wild ly. I p ra n ced , wa ved m y a rm s , 
a n d s h r ieked . He s h ou ted m e down a ga in . I s crewed a ll 
m y s t ren gth in to on e a ppa llin g s crea m , p itch ed h igh 
en ou gh to ca r ry over th e gen era l roa r . Th e crowd of 
on lookers , in clu d in g th e a s s em bled Ch u rch m en , roa red 



with la u gh ter a n d a pp la u s e. Th e old boy's deligh t wa s 
u n bou n ded . He con s idered h e h a d m a de th e s ta r 
per form a n ce. Th e n ea res t m a n h a n ded m e u p bot t les of 
ra k ia ; qu ite a n u m ber th a n ked m e for th e bea u t ifu l 
a dd it ion I h a d m a de to th e en ter ta in m en t . I fired every 
revolver offered me. 

Th e ba n d p la yed , a n d t r iu m ph a n t Sh a la retu rn ed to 
the wilderness. The last of the tribesmen disappeared in a 
cloud of dust, and Scutari sank into silence. 

Twelve da ys h a d gon e in a wild wh ir l. Con s t itu t ion 
was a fact. It remained to see what it would do. 

It b lu n dered from th e begin n in g in Scu ta r i. On th e 
da y on wh ich th e t r ibes ' rep res en ta t ives were s wea r in g 
u n ivers a l bes a in Scu ta r i, a t r ibes m a n u p in Sh os h i, 
unaware of what was taking place, shot another for blood. 
Th e t r ibe h a d a ccep ted Con s t itu t ion s o th e You n g Tu rk 
a u th or it ies , rega rd les s of th e fa ct th a t th e deed h a d been 
don e in ign ora n ce of th e bes a ordered th e s la yer to be 
given u p to ju s t ice. Bu t h e h a d fled s t ra igh t to Sh a la a n d 
th en ce to a Mos lem tr ibe. Th ey th en ordered th e Sh a la 
m en wh o h a d s h eltered h im to com e down . An d th ey, 
loya l to Con s t itu t ion , ca m e down volu n ta r ily a t on ce. To 
s h elter a m a n th a t flies from b lood , in t r ibe la w, is n ot 
m erely n o cr im e, it is a s a cred du ty. Bu t in s tea d of 
exp la in in g to th es e m en th a t in fu tu re it wa s pu n is h a b le 
to s h elter a m u rderer , a n d d is m is s in g th em with a 
ca u t ion or s m a ll fin e th e You n g Tu rks ca s t th em a ll 
(fifteen) untried into prison. 

Noth in g m ore foolis h cou ld h a ve been con ceived . Th e 
revu ls ion of feelin g wa s im m edia te. Ta ctfu lly h a n d led , th e 
tribesmen would have been a bulwark of the Constitution. 
Bu t from th eir own , qu ite rea s on a b le, poin t of view th ey 
were betra yed th e fir s t week . "Cu rs ed be h e th a t pu t teth 
his faith in the Turk" was once more the watchword. 

Christian Scutari still hoped. And in the new freedom 
open ed a clu b for th e p rom otion of th e h ith er to forb idden 
Albanian language. 

As for th e Con s u la tes , n ot on e a ppea red to h a ve th e 
fa in tes t belief in Con s t itu t ion . Som e open ly der ided it , 
a n d in t im a ted th a t a s it d id n ot s u it th eir n a t ion a l p la n s 
it wou ld n ot be a llowed to s u cceed . It h a d foes with ou t , 
and was making foes within.   

CHAPTER IX 



IN THE DEBATABLE LANDS DJAKOVA DEVICH  

"For thrones and peoples are but waifs that swing, 
And float or fall in endless ebb and flow."   

A UNIVERSAL bes a h a d been s worn t ill S t . Dim itr i 
(Nov. 6 ). I lea p t a t th e ch a n ce of bein g th e fir s t foreign er 
to en ter th e "clos ed" d is t r icts u n der th e n ew s ta te of 
affairs, and applied properly, through the Consulate, for a 
tes kereh to t ra vel to Pr izren . Dja kova wa s m y ob ject . Th e 
You n g Tu rk a u th or it ies , p lea s ed to fin d a Br it is h fem a le 
willin g to tes t th e n ew régim e in h er own pers on , ga ve 
perm is s ion a t on ce. Pers on a lly, I pu t a ll m y fa ith on th e 
inviolability of the besa. 

We were goin g to a Mos lem la n d , s o Ma rko a r ra n ged 
th a t we s h ou ld t ra vel with two Mos lem k ir ijees bou n d for 
Prizren with a caravan. Leaving Scutari at 3 P.M. with one 
kirijee, Ren, a Djakova man, we crossed the plain by a fair 
roa d to th e Dr in , followed its r igh t ba n k a s fa r a s Va u dys , 
a n d fer r ied over in th e t ra ppa . Va u dys is th e fron t ier of 
Mird ita a n d th e legen da ry ca p ita l of Pa u l Du ka gh in , wh o, 
it is s a id , ru led from Va u dys to Dja kova . Bu t th es e ta les 
are vague. 

We rode u p th e va lley of th e Dr in , fer t ile, r ich in 
m a ize a n d gra s s , wood a n d wa ter , ca u gh t u p th e ca ra va n 
of ten pa ckh ors es h ea vily la den with ba les of s t in k in g 
goa ts ' h ides , a n d h a lted a t du s k a t Gom s h ich e, on a 
t r ibu ta ry of th e Dr in , Lju m i Gom s h ich et . Th e ca ra va n 
ca m ped in a field ; Ma rko a n d I were pu t u p a t th e 
church-h ou s e. Pa ck-s a dd lin g n ext m orn in g wa s n ot don e 
till 7 A.M. 

We were on th e old Pr izren -Scu ta r i t ra de-route a 
right-of-wa y wh en n obody s ees fit to clos e it s o were 
with ou t loca l es cor t . It wa s th erefore th ou gh t fit th a t , for 
s a fety, I s h ou ld r ide la s t of a ll th e ca ra va n . It wa s a h ot 
day, and such air as there was bore the concentrated reek 
of a ll th e ten pa cks of goa t-h ide s t ra igh t a t m e. I ob jected . 
"It is very h ea lth y," s a id Ma rko. "It s t in ks ," s a id I. "With 
res pect ," s a id Ma rko, "it is n ot a s t in k . It is th e s m ell 
caused by the way they are prepared." 

I in fin itely p refer red to ta ke th e r is k wh ich wa s n il 
of bein g s h ot a t by Mird ites , bu t m y gu a rd ia n a n gels 
in s is ted on a t lea s t two h ors es bein g a h ea d of m e. We 
followed u p th e r igh t ba n k of th e Gom s h ich e River to th e 
ch u rch of Du s h a j, n ea r wh ich a t r ibu ta ry en ters th e m a in 



s t rea m , a n d rode u p th e r igh t ba n k of th is t r ibu ta ry h igh 
on th e h ills ide a bove th e wa ter , m a k in g m a n y detou rs to 
head the streams that flowed to join it. 

Th e wretch ed pa ckbea s ts were over la den . On e 
h u n dred oka s (over two h u n dred pou n ds ) is a pa ck loa d , 
with ou t cou n t in g th e h ea vy wooden s a dd le. Th ey 
s ta ggered down h ill, h a d to be s h oved a n d pu lled u p th e 
wors t p la ces , a n d if th ey s tu m bled cou ld with d ifficu lty 
recover . Des cen d in g a s ton y t ra ck , on e fell a n d wou ld 
h a ve tu rn ed a com plete s om ers a u lt down h ill h a d n ot th e 
pa ck ja m m ed between th e rocks of th e n a rrow t ra ck . 
Tigh t ly fixed , with its h ea d twis ted u n der it between its 
forelegs , it wa s in da n ger of s t ra n gu la t ion , a n d wa s 
extr ica ted with grea t d ifficu lty. Th e m en were s tu p id a t 
th e job , n or d id th ey s ee, t ill I poin ted it ou t , th a t th e 
lu ck les s b ru te cou ld n ot pos s ib ly r is e t ill a rock th a t 
ja m m ed on e h in d leg wa s m oved . It wa s ba d ly cu t on h ea d 
and knee, but was reloaded, and we started again. 

Th e t ra ck wa s rou gh . I wa lked , a n d wa s well a h ea d 
a t th e bot tom of on e of th e n a rrow va lleys , wh en a s econ d 
pa ckh ors e, forced by th e s ize of it s pa ck to go on th e very 
edge, cra s h ed over , rollin g over a n d over with its legs 
tu cked t igh t ly u n der it , a n d fell s om e th ir ty feet in to th e 
s t rea m below, th e h ea vy pa ck a n d s a dd le s a vin g it from 
m a n y b lows . Th ere it la y h elp les s a n d ter r ified , wedged in 
a pool a m on g rocks . It wa s a th ree-qu a r ters of a n h ou r 
job to ra is e a n d reloa d it . Th e d ry h ides a bs orbed a lot of 
wa ter , a n d were s o h ea vy th e loa ds h a d to be 
redistributed. 

We cra wled s lowly on a wea r is om e d ra g. Every pa ck 
s h ifted , a n d h a d to be rea d ju s ted a fter every des cen t . 
Abou t 4 .30 we a r r ived a t a h a n n ot fa r from Pu ka , m en 
a n d bea s ts a ll t ired ou t , a n d ca m ped for th e n igh t in a 
field . Th ere wa s p len ty of wa ter . Th e h ors es , freed from 
their packs, were turned out to graze at twopence a head. 

Two t ime-exp ired s old iers h a d join ed ou r ca ra va n , 
on e a Mos lem Serb from Plevlje, a n d th e oth er a n 
Alba n ia n from Mitrovitza , both h om ewa rd bou n d . Th e 
Serb , a civil fellow, s poke lit t le Alba n ia n a n d kep t qu ite 
a pa r t from th e oth ers . He wa s dea th ly t ired , groa n ed at 
the thought of the week's tramp yet before him, and rolled 
over fast asleep upon the ground as soon as we halted. 

Th e h a n jee p rovided h a y for m y bed a n d a s tewed 
fowl for m y s u pper . Th e h ides were p iled h igh , th e h ors es 
p icketed in lin e. We s a t rou n d a fire on th e grou n d the 



two bea ky-n os ed , grey-eyed Dja kova m en a n d th e two 
s old iers . Th e Serb th ou gh a Tu rk is h s u b ject a n d a 
Moslem a ppea red to be con s idered a s m u ch a foreign er 
a s m ys elf. Th ere wa s a red glow of fireligh t a n d a 
cra ck lin g s h ower of s pa rks a s d ry b ru s h wood wa s p iled 
on . Th e p icketed h ors es m u n ch ed s tea d ily a t a feed of 
m a ize. Over a ll wa s th e in ten s e b lu e dep th s of th e 
clou d les s n igh t s ky, a b la ze with a m yr ia d s ta rs . I 
wondered why people ever lived in houses as I rolled up in 
my rug on the hay bed. 

Two fa ith fu l dogs gu a rded u s a ll n igh t , a n d h a d th ey 
n ot ch os en m y h a y a s th e m os t com for ta b le p la ce to s leep 
in , a n d ba rked lou d ly clos e to m y ea r wh en ever a n 
im a gin a ry da n ger th rea ten ed , I s h ou ld h a ve s lep t very 
well. Bu t to lie a wa ke u n der th e s ta rs is n ot th e m is ery of 
s leep les s n es s in a room ra th er it is pu re joy. I s a w th em 
fade slowly as the dawn crept up the crescent moon hung 
low th ere ca m e a da s h of b r illia n t yellow over th e h ills
a n oth er da y h a d begu n . We ros e a n d s h ook ou rs elves , 
a n d th os e th a t wis h ed wen t a n d d ipped th eir h a n ds a n d 
face in the stream. 

Th e wea ry ta s k of pa ck-s a dd lin g bega n a ga in . I 
walked with Marko to the brow of one hill and saw over to 
the land of Berisha. 

Pu ka is a very la rge t r ibe of s even ba r ia ks Puka, 
Kom a n i, Du s h a j, Ch er it i, Ch ir i, Ber is h a a n d Mer tu r i-
Gu r it , a n d Ka ba s h i. It is pa r t ly Mos lem a n d pa r t ly 
Ch r is t ia n . Pu ka is th e ga th er in g-p la ce for a ll. Th ree da ys 
before th ey h a d celeb ra ted "Con s t itu t ion ," a n d en joyed 
th em s elves im m en s ely, s a id th e h a n jee. Now th ey wou ld 
like to know what Constitution was. 

By s ix th e ca ra va n s ta r ted ; we s wa llowed th e u s u a l 
dos e of b la ck coffee by wa y of b rea k fa s t , a n d rode u p th e 
h ill to Pu ka p roper a m ere bu n ch of h ovels , th e Ka im -
m a ka m 's lit t le bet ter th a n th e res t . A few Niza m s h u n g 
about it, but let us pass unquestioned. 

We en tered in to a des ola te wildern es s of s a n dh ills or 
rather hills of earth so friable that it disintegrates at every 
shower, and no blade nor leaf can find a hold upon it. Nor 
wa s th ere a n y livin g crea tu re n oth in g bu t rou n d ba re 
h ills , fa n ta s t ica lly wa ter -h ewn , a n d dea d a s th e 
m ou n ta in s in th e m oon . Pa r t of th e t ra ck h a d to be ta ken 
very ca refu lly a n a rrow, fr ia b le ledge h igh a lon g th e 
mountain-side. 



We got down in to Ars h i a fer t ile va lley, a n a rm of 
Mird ite la n d , th e ba r ia k of Spa ch i, th a t ru n s in to Pu ka
and pulled up at midday at Han Arshit. 

Han Arshit provided nothing not even coffee. 
Ma rko a n d I a te th e rem a in s of la s t n igh t 's fowl 

wh ich we h a d s a ved . Th e wretch ed h ors e th a t h a d fa llen 
over th e cliff th e da y before wa s dea d la m e, a n d h a d to be 
left at the han.  

Trade, said the hanjee, was not what it was in the old 
da ys . Th en a h u n dred h ors es a t a t im e were often pu t u p 
at the han. The railway to Salonika had ruined Albania by 
d iver t in g a ll th e t ra ffic th a t u s ed to go to Scu ta r i a n d 
Du ra zzo. Th ey were a ll bein g s ta rved ou t ; n oth in g bu t th e 
long-talked-of ra ilwa y to th e Adr ia t ic cou ld s a ve th e la n d
let the Constitution hurry up with it. 

Ars h i lies on a r iver Lju m i Goja n it . We followed it u p 
a s ton y va lley, s teeper a n d s teeper , to it s s ou rce a t th e 
top of the pass, Chafa Malit. 

Th ere is a joy th a t n ever pa lls th e fir s t glim ps e in to 
th e u n kn own la n d . On th e oth er s ide of th e pa s s , a 
m a gn ificen t va lley la y below u s , th ick ly wooded with 
beech , a n d beyon d were th e la n ds wh ich two r iva l ra ces 
ea ch cla im a s th eir b ir th r igh t on e of th e lea s t -known 
corners of Europe. 

I hurried eagerly down the steep descent on foot, by a 
rou gh t ra ck to Flet . Flet is Mos lem , s a ve for s ix fa m ilies , 
a ll la rge; on e, con s is t in g of fifty m em bers , s h owed qu ite 
a n im pos in g grou p of s ton e h ou s es . A ch u rch , bu t th ree 
yea rs old , s erved occa s ion a lly by th e p r ies t of Da r th a , 
showed trim and white. 

We pushed on to Han Zaa. The han was shut up. The 
h a n jee, on bein g s u m m on ed , s a id h e cou ld s u pp ly 
nothing nothing a t a ll, a n d th a t th ere were n eith er fowls 
n or eggs in th e n eigh bou rh ood . He ga ve u s lea ve, 
h owever , to p ick a s m a n y bea n s a s we liked from h is field 
for twopence. The two soldiers started bean-picking, and I 
s h u cked in du s tr iou s ly. Ma rko s en t a ch ild fora gin g for a 
fowl, a n d wen t to borrow a ca u ld ron . An a n cien t h en wa s 
p rodu ced , a n d Ma rko, wh o is a per fect ca m p cook , h a d it 
s im m erin g in a h u ge pot of bea n s with in h a lf-an-hour. 
Th e h a n jee volu n teered two wooden la d les a n d a la rge 
bowl, a n d in du e t im e we fed th e en t ire com pa n y off 
beans stewed with hen. As they would otherwise have had 
n oth in g bu t th e rem a in s of th e da y before yes terda y's 
m a ize b rea d , th is pu t a ll in h igh good h u m ou r . I declin ed 



a k in d offer th a t I s h ou ld s leep in th e lee of th e p ile of 
odoriferou s h ides , la y down on a h ea p of h a y a bou t 10 
P.M., a n d s lep t r igh t th rou gh t ill h a lf-pa s t five n ext 
m orn in g, wh en I wa s s u rp r is ed to fin d I h a d rolled in to a 
d ry d itch , a n d h a d s lep t on top of Ma rko's th ick wa lk in g 
stick and a large stone. 

We were bou n d for Dja kova , a n d th e res t of th e pa r ty 
for Pr izren , s o s ta r ted a t on ce with on e k ir ijee. Free of th e 
pa ck t ra in , we pu s h ed on qu ick ly down th e va lley of th e 
Gos ka , pa s t Ha n Sa ka t i, a n d by a s teep des cen t to th e 
Dr in , wh ich we s u cces s fu lly forded , led by a n a t ive wh o 
s t r ipped a n d ca r r ied m y s a dd leba gs on h is h ea d . It wa s a 
t ick lis h job , a n d ca n on ly be cros s ed th u s in very d ry 
weather. 

Followin g Drin down a s h or t wa y to its ju n ct ion with 
th e Kru m a , we s t ru ck u p th e va lley of th e Kru m a , a n d 
were in th e la n d of th e Ha s h i. A grea t wa ll-like cliff, r is in g 
on th e s t rea m 's left ba n k , is kn own a s th e for t res s of Lek 
Dukaghin. 

Ha s h i is a la rge t r ibe, va r iou s ly reckon ed a t 600 to 
1000 houses, the large majority of which are Moslem. It is 
s epa ra ted by th e Wh ite Dr in from th e Mos lem tr ibe of 
Ljuma on the one side, and on the other marches with the 
Mos lem Kra s n ich . Ha s h i la n d in clu des th e Pes tr iku 
Mou n ta in s , wh ich th e Mird ites s ta te to be th eir own 
ancestral home. They migrated to their present home, and 
th e la n d wa s s u bs equ en t ly occu p ied by Ha s h i, wh ich is 
no relation to Mirdita. 

We left th e Kru m a , a n d rode on to a h igh u n du la t in g 
p la tea u of loos e, fr ia b le s oil, covered with s tu n ted oa k-
s cru b , pa rch ed a n d s u n -s corch ed . Th ere wa s n eith er 
s h a de n or s p r in g. A Mos lem fr ien d of th e k ir ijee's h a iled 
h im , a n d in vited u s a ll to ta ke ou r m idda y res t a t h is 
p la ce. Th e n ea res t s p r in g on th e t ra ck , h e s a id , wa s two 
h ou rs ' d is ta n t , bu t h e h a d p len ty of wa ter . We a ccep ted 
gra tefu lly, a n d followed h im u ph ill. He h a d two h ou s es 
s ide by s ide ra m s h a ck le s h a n t ies m a de en t irely of wood , 
save for the large chimney and fireplace of clay built up at 
the side. 

He d id n ot a s k u s in , bu t s p rea d m a ts u n der a t ree. 
His wom en n ot veiled s ta red a t u s from th e doors tep of 
th e fa r th er h ou s e, a n d fetch ed a la rge ja r of fres h wa ter , 
bu t s en t it to u s by a boy. Severa l m en join ed u s , a n d 
were very civil. 



Ou r h os ts h a d n ever s een a foreign wom a n d res s ed 
a lla fra n ga before in th eir la n d , a n d th ou gh t m y com in g 
ra th er a joke; for a Gia ou r to be r id in g open ly through 
Ha s h i to Dja kova u n a rm ed wa s u n u s u a l, to s a y th e lea s t 
of it on ly th e bes a m a de it pos s ib le. Ha d h ea rd of 
"Con s t itu t ion ," bu t d id n ot kn ow wh a t it wa s , on ly th a t 
there was a besa about it. 

Th ey were a ll of th e s a m e type a s th e Gu s in je m en
very ta ll, th in , a n d n a rrow-bu ilt , with la rge bea ky n os e 
a n d a lm os t n o ch in , a n odd b ird -like pa t tern th a t s eem s 
to be wholly Moslem. They told us the land had once been 
all Christian, and that under the ruins of a church not far 
off wa s a va s t t rea s u re, bu t th a t it wa s im pos s ib le to fin d 
it it was amanet. 

Th ey own ed p len ty of la n d , bu t it la y h igh , a n d 
la cked wa ter . Th is yea r wa s a d rou gh t , a n d th e pa s tu re 
wa s a ll bu rn t u p . Th e p la ce th ey s a id wa s ca lled Pu ka 
Zarisha. It is not marked in the Austrian staff map, which 
for all this neighbourhood is very faulty. 

Retu rn in g to ou r t ra ck , we rode for over a n h ou r 
th rou gh du ll, du s ty oa k -s cru b , th en in to a wood , wh ere 
we wa tered th e h ors es a t th e two-h ou r s p r in g, a n d 
pu s h ed on , a s it wa s a bs olu tely n eces s a ry to a r r ive before 
nightfall pa s s ed a few wooden h ou s es a t Hels h a n i, a n d 
m et s ca rce a s ou l u pon th e roa d . It wa s a des er ted 
wildern es s . A lon g a s cen t b rou gh t u s to th e top of th e 
pa s s , Ch a fa Pru s h it , a n d th ere la y Dja kova on th e p la in 
below, with a lon g des cen t of rollin g h ill between u s a n d 
it red roofs glowin g a m on g green t rees , s lim wh ite 
m in a rets twin k lin g delica te like lilies . Dja kova a s a re a ll 
Tu rk is h town s is bea u t ifu l from a d is ta n ce. An d wh en it 
is civilis ed a n d b la ck fa ctory-ch im n eys a r is e in p la ce of 
wh ite m in a rets , it will be lovely n eith er with in n or 
without. You cannot have everything.  

I beh eld it a s a d rea m city th ou gh t of th e a ch in g 
da ys of toil I h a d gon e th rou gh va in ly five yea rs before, 
on ly to be tu rn ed ba ck . Th e p lea s in g s en s a t ion of 
a t ta in m en t wiped ou t tem pora r ily th e fa t igu e of a lon g, 
h ot da y in th e s a dd le, a n d two s cra ppy n igh ts ' res t , a n d I 
h u rr ied down th e s ton y t ra ck too s teep for r id in g on foot , 
a painful job enough, as I had started in new opanke, and 
h a d foolis h ly n eglected to s oa k th em in oil. Th e h ea t of 
th e s u n h a d s h ru n k th e ra w h ide t igh t on to m y feet a n d 
m a de it h a rd a s iron . Bu t it is on ly wh en you fa il to rea ch 
the goal you set out for that raws really count.  



Fin a lly, we ca m e down to th e ba n ks of th e Eren ik 
a n d a grea t s even -a rch ed s ton e b r idge, th e u s u a l 
pa ra pet les s , s teep , n a r row Tu rk is h b r idge, wh os e bold 
elega n ce of des ign m a kes on e pa rdon th e fa ct th a t it ca n 
be u s ed on ly by foot pa s s en gers , a n d is very in con ven ien t 
even for th em . Th e m a jes t ic h eigh t of th e m idd le a rch 
raises it high above the wild floods of winter.  

On th e fa r th er ba n k la y Dja kova , golden in th e 
even in g glow. We rode u p to th e p r ies t 's h ou s e, wh ere 
Ma rko, a n old fr ien d , wa s greeted h ea r t ily. Ma rko's 
cousin, the schoolmaster, turned up at once.  

After twelve h ou rs ' a lm os t con t in u ou s t ra vel a n d very 
lit t le food , I a ccep ted gla d ly th e or th odox cogn a c a n d 
b la ck coffee, a n d con tem pla ted a res t t ill s u pper-time. 
Bu t th ere is n o cop in g with Alba n ia n h os p ita lity; th e 
s ch oolm a s ter h a d flown h om e a s s oon a s h e h a d greeted 
u s , a n d I wa s told h e wa s rea dy to receive u s a t on ce. I 
wa s p la s tered with du s t a n d s wea t h a d n ot wa s h ed for 
th ree da ys , let a lon e h a d m y cloth es or even m y footgea r 
off a n d begged to be excu s ed . Ma rko in s is ted th a t I wa s 
perfect ly clea n a n d looked bea u t ifu l. Th e p r ies t h u m a n ely 
gave me a bowl of water and a towel, and they allowed me 
five minutes.  

I cra wled wea r ily over th e ka ld rm i to th e 
s ch oolh ou s e. Ka ld rm i is la rge ir regu la r s ton es ja m m ed 
togeth er to m a ke a roa dwa y. You ca n n ot ca ll it pa vem en t . 
Th ere is n o word in a n y oth er Eu ropea n la n gu a ge to 
expres s it . It is ka ld rm i. Wh en a s ton e is m is s in g I do n ot 
kn ow h ow it gets ou t , bu t it does a h ole is left deep 
en ou gh to b rea k th e leg of m a n or bea s t th a t t r ip s in to it . 
Ka ld rm i is a ch ea p wa y of m a k in g a roa d , it n ever wea rs 
ou t , for n o on e ever th in ks of d r ivin g or wa lk in g on it if 
th ere is a n y wa y of dodgin g it , bu t wh en it wa n ders 
beyon d a town it is a p t to be rem oved by folk , wh o bu ild 
houses with it.  

Lu ck ily th e s ch oolh ou s e wa s n ea r . A la rge com pa n y 
was a s s em bled , very s m a r t ly d res s ed , a ll m os t k in d ly 
ea ger to welcom e m e. A da u gh ter of th e h ou s e, m a rr ied in 
Pr izren , wa s m a k in g h er fir s t vis it h om e s in ce m a rr ia ge, 
and was in full Prizren bridal dress quite wonderful.  

Her hair was parted across the back of her head, and 
p la ited in to two p la its , on e u pwa rd a n d on e down wa rd . 
Th e lower h u n g down a s a p igta il a n d wa s orn a m en ted 
with a few coin s . Th e u pper wa s m a de in to a s olid b lock 
on th e top of h er h ea d , s ta n d in g in a poin t over th e 



foreh ea d . (Th is is p roba b ly th e or igin of th e poin ted 
h ea ddres s of th e Scu ta ren e Ca th olic wom en .) On th is 
fou n da t ion wa s a m a s s of s h a m gold coin s th ree ba n ds of 
th em a n d a b ig cen tra l gold m eda l. Th e s ide h a ir wa s cu t 
s h or t in two d ifferen t len gth s , a n d grea s ed in to two s olid 
slabs , th a t h u n g on eith er s ide of th e fa ce. Over a ll were 
s even rows of pea r l bea ds a n d coin s th a t h u n g in loops to 
the shoulders.  

A zou a ve, a s olid m a s s of gold em broidery, a n 
em broidered fin e wh ite s ilk s h ir t , ya rds a n d ya rds of a 
th ick s ilk s a s h , s t r iped green a n d ora n ge, wou n d rou n d 
h er t ill s h e wa s a h u ge u n wieldy lu m p , a n d b ig wh ite 
b loom ers with gold a n k le-p ieces , m a de u p h er cos tu m e. 
The other ladies, in Scutari dress, laughed at her. And the 
s ch oolm a s ter 's wife wh o wa s a lla fra n ga a n d looked qu ite 
ou t of p la ce in th e p ictu re wa s h eld u p to h er a s a 
shining example. But the Prizren bride outshone them all. 
Biza rre a n d glit ter in g, h er m a n y d in gle-da n gles forced h er 
to s it s t iff a n d s t ill like a Byza n t in e ikon , a n d h er pa llid 
fa ce a n d dea d b la ck h a ir ga ve decora t ive effect to th e 
blaze of gold and colour.  

It wa s n ot t ill I s a w h er n ext da y th a t I rea lis ed h er 
cos tu m e. Th en I wa s too t ired . Th e h os p ita b le s ofra wa s 
s p rea d with th e u s u a l ch opped h a rd eggs , s liced m elon , 
ch ees e, gra pes , s weetm ea ts , a ll th eir bes t , with t ru e 
Alba n ia n libera lity. An d th e u s u a l s p ir it -d r in k in g a n d 
snack-nibbling began, a process most painful when one is 
tired and wants real food. I struggled to speak Italian with 
th e b r ide a n d th e s ch oolm a s ter , a n d to a ir m y wea k 
Alba n ia n on every on e, with a ch in g lim bs a n d a s p lit t in g 
h ea d a n d a n em pty s tom a ch , in to wh ich politen es s 
dem a n ded th a t I s h ou ld pou r ra k ia . Th e room wa s 
s u ffoca t in g. Meze (t itb its ) a n d ra k ia were Ma rko's grea t 
deligh t . Ma n y Alba n ia n s in deed p refer th is pa r t of a n 
enter ta in m en t to th e m ea l th a t it p recedes . An d a ll were 
h a ppy. We retu rn ed a t la s t to th e p r ies t 's h ou s e, s u pped , 
and slept.  

Dja kova , like m os t Tu rk is h town s th a t a re n ot in a 
s ton e d is t r ict , is bu ilt of m u d . Two or th ree of th e lowes t 
cou rs es of a wa ll on ly a re of s ton e, th en follows a bea m , 
th en eigh t or ten cou rs es of s u n -d r ied b r icks (ch epch i ) 
a n d a n oth er bea m a ll qu ite h a ph a za rd . If th e bea m be 
crooked , m u d is bu n ged in to th e h ole a n d th e b r icks a re 
h u m ped over a ll ir regu la r it ies , rega rd les s of th e fa ct th a t 
th e wa ll bu lges . If it be too crooked to s ta n d a lon e, extra 



supports are shoved against it. All houses are surrounded 
by wa lls , th e tops of wh ich a re t iled to p reven t th e ra in 
from melting them, and the eaves of all the houses project 
widely for a s im ila r rea s on . Th e s t reets , ka ld rm i in th e 
m idd le, a n d a s ea of m u d or a bed of du s t on eith er s ide, 
a ccord in g to wea th er , a re in com pa ra b ly filth y a n d 
s t in k in g. All th e m u ck from th e p r ivies , a n d every s or t of 
refu s e, a re th rown ou t on to a n y open s pot street corn ers 
and cross roads, and the river bank and left to fester. The 
ca rca s e of a dea d h ors e rot ted in th e s u n , wh ile th e 
h ooded crows th e on ly s ca ven gers tore a t it s ga u n t r ib s . 
No windows look upon the streets, which are flanked with 
b la n k m u d wa lls , th e doors in wh os e ga tewa ys a re often 
plated with iron and dinted with bullets.  

Dja kova wa s fou n ded a bou t fou r h u n dred yea rs a go 
by two s tocks from Bitu s h Mer tu r i Vu la a n d Mer tu r i. Of 
th es e two th e Vu la s tock s t ill flou r is h es ; ou r k ir ijee 
belon ged to it . Mer tu r i is repu ted on e of th e oldes t 
Alba n ia n t r ibes , kn own in Rom a n t im es a s Mer itu r i. It is 
fa ir in type, a n d fa ir m en s eem ed n ot u n com m on in 
Djakova.  

Dja kova wa s a ll Ch r is t ia n a t fir s t , bu t th e Vu la s tock 
perverted early. The Merturi remained Christian, but have 
n ow n o rep res en ta t ives left in th e town . Ma n y of th e 
n eigh bou r in g villa ges perver ted in a b lock on e Ea s ter , 
wh en a n Ita lia n p r ies t foolis h ly celeb ra ted m a s s s o ea r ly 
th a t wh en th e villa gers a r r ived a t th e town it wa s over . As 
h e cou ld n ot com ply with th eir a n gry dem a n d to repea t it 
for them, they went over to the nearest mosque.  

In th e town th e n u m ber of Ca th olics h a s been 
s tea d ily d im in is h in g. Twen ty yea rs a go th ere were s t ill a 
h u n dred Ca th olic fa m ilies in Dja kova . Lit t le m ore th a n 
twenty now remain, and of these many are not of old town 
s tock , bu t recen t refu gees from n eigh bou r in g villa ges . 
Sixty villages still remain Catholic in the district, but have 
few ch u rch es a n d n o p r ies ts . Th ree p r ies ts a n d on e 
Fra n cis ca n , res iden t in Dja kova , r ide often a t very grea t 
pers on a l r is k from on e villa ge to a n oth er , doin g th eir bes t 
to a id th eir s ca t tered flock . Th es e villa ges a re offs h oots of 
va r iou s Ch r is t ia n t r ibes th a t ca m e a t d ifferen t da tes from 
Ber is h a , Sh a la , Mird ita , &c. As th e Serbs wea ken ed in 
power, th e Alba n ia n s s u rged ba ck a ga in over th e p la in s 
from which tradition tells that they had originally come.  



As I wa s th e fir s t t ra veller th a t h a d com e to Dja kova 
with Govern m en t perm is s ion for a lon g wh ile, I decided to 
report myself and Marko, in person, at the Konak at once.  

Th ere wa s n o Ka im m a ka m . Th e la te on e h a d 
belon ged to th e You n g Tu rk pa r ty, bu t th e ch eery 
Mos lem s of Dja kova h ea r in g th a t oth er town s were 
depos in g th eir govern ors p rom ptly ch ivied h im , 
Con s t itu t ion h a vin g, to th eir m in ds , don e a wa y with th e 
n eces s ity of a n y Tu rk is h rep res en ta t ive. Th e Ka im m a ka m 
was temporarily replaced by a Bimbashi (Colonel).  

Th e s m a ll Ca th olic popu la t ion keeps m a in ly to it s 
own qu a r ters , a n d m y wis h to go th rou gh th e town to th e 
Kon a k ca u s ed m u ch n ervou s n es s . Th e da y a fter th e 
Con s t itu t ion h a d p rocla im ed a gen era l a m n es ty, a n d it 
wa s a n n ou n ced th a t Ch r is t ia n s were h en cefor th to be 
ju s t ly t rea ted , a Ch r is t ia n h a d been s h ot dea d in th e 
ba za r by a Mos lem za p t ieh (policem a n ) for n o offen ce. His 
rela t ives h a d n ot ob ta in ed red res s , a n d th e za p t ieh wa s 
u n pu n is h ed . It wa s d rea ded th a t Con s t itu t ion wa s a t r ick 
for a lla yin g th e fea rs of th e Ch r is t ia n s a n d th en 
massacring them.  

A Ca th olic con s en ted to gu ide Ma rko a n d m e to th e 
Kon a k , bu t h e pu t on a loa ded revolver before h e 
ven tu red ou t . A crowd of Mos lem boys ga th ered a t on ce, 
a n d followed s h ou t in g a n d h owlin g a t u s . Nor wa s it 
s u rp r is in g, if it be t ru e th a t (a s I wa s a fterwa rds told ) I 
wa s th e fir s t qu ite u n veiled wom a n th a t h a d wa lked 
th rou gh th e town with in a n y on e's recollect ion , if ever . 
Ma rko a n d ou r gu ide were both h orr ib ly n ervou s . Th e 
la t ter kep t h is h a n d on th e bu t t of h is revolver a ll th e 
time to my annoyance, for under such circumstances fear 
s h ou ld n ever be s h own , wh a tever h a ppen s . I exp la in ed 
th a t lots of lit t le Lon don boys wou ld jeer ju s t a s m u ch a t 
a n Alba n ia n wom a n in fu ll d res s . Bu t th is th ey wou ld n ot 
believe, a n d h u rr ied m e a lon g th rou gh n a rrow ba ck 
streets, avoiding the bazar.  

Th e Kon a k , a ra m s h a ck le, wood a n d m u d bu ild in g, 
s tood in a b ig ya rd , th rou gh on e of th e wa lls of wh ich a n 
extra ga tewa y h a d been m a de by s im ply s m a s h in g a h ole. 
We pa s s ed th rou gh a ra gged crowd of za p t ieh s , s u va rr is , 
a n d th eir h ors es , a n d a gen era l ra g-ta g a n d bob ta il, a n d 
were shown up into a dingy room, where the Bimbashi, in 
uniform , s a t a lla fra n ga on a ch a ir , a n d th e res t of th e 
company, in native dress, squatted cross-legged on a wide 
s ea t th a t wen t a ll rou n d th e room . Th e m os t im por ta n t



th e h ea d of th e Mos lem fa ith in Dja kova a n old m a n in a 
wh ite tu rba n , with a lon g, wh ite bea rd a n d im m en s e 
wh ite pen th ou s e eyebrows , s a t a t th e Bim ba s h i's r igh t 
hand, and eyed me with marked displeasure.  

Th e Bim ba s h i wa s very civil, bu t s poke n o la n gu a ge I 
kn ow. My rem a rks h a d , th erefore, to be t ra n s la ted by 
Ma rko for th e ben efit of th e wh ole company. They were all 
ears at once.  

I s h owed m y tes kereh , a n d a n s wered th e u s u a l 
qu es t ion s . Th e Bim ba s h i wh o, a s is th e won t of Tu rk is h 
officia ls , con t in u ed s ign in g docu m en ts a n d givin g 
in s t ru ct ion s a s ide to va r iou s pers on s a ll th e t im e h e wa s 
conversing (I h a ve often won dered wh eth er th is is wh y 
Turkish affairs are always in a muddle) expressed himself 
a s deligh ted to s ee a n En glis h vis itor . Of Dja kova a n d 
n eigh bou rh ood h e kn ew lit t le. He reckon ed th a t th ere 
were between two a n d th ree th ou s a n d h ou s es in the 
town, but the number of inhabitants was quite unknown
a cen s u s m u s t be ta ken u n der th e n ew la w. He wa s 
a n xiou s to kn ow h ow th e con vers ion of En gla n d to Is la m 
wa s p roceed in g, a n d regret ted th a t p res s of bu s in es s 
prevented his entertaining me at his house to discuss this 
qu es t ion , bu t th e la yin g of b lood feu ds , u n der th e n ew 
bes a , occu p ied h im from da wn to da rk . He h oped , 
however, to establish peace shortly.  

Mea n in g to be polite, I wis h ed a ll s u cces s to th is 
ben eficen t work , a n d th a t th e Con s t itu t ion m igh t s p rea d 
peace and prosperity through the land.  

At th is th e old wh ite-bea rd , h is eyes gla r in g s ton ily 
from th eir deep ca vern s , s h ou ted s om eth in g in a h oa rs e, 
deep voice. Th ere wa s a gen era l m u rm u r . Ma rko looked 
u n ea s y, a n d in terp reted : "Tell th a t Gia ou r wom a n it is n o 
a ffa ir of h ers . Sh e is n ot to in ter fere in th e Su lta n 's 
bu s in es s . It is th e Su lta n 's bu s in es s a lon e. We wa n t n o 
Giaours."  

Ma rko rep lied we h a d n o wis h to in ter fere; we h a d 
bu t a greed with wh a t th e Bim ba s h i s a id . Som e on e 
com in g in on bu s in es s , I ros e a n d s a id good-bye to th e 
Bim ba s h i, wh o very politely ca lled u p a za p t ieh a n d told 
him to escort me back.  

We pa s s ed th rou gh a crowd a t th e ga te, wh o growled 
a n gr ily, "We h a ve on ly h a d th is Con s t itu t ion a m on th , 
and the Giaours have already begun to come."  

Th e za p t ieh h u rr ied u s ba ck , th is t im e th rou gh th e 
ba za r . I n ot iced th a t th e n u m erou s gu n s h ops were 



h ea ped with Ma u s er ca r t r idges . My es cor t wa s too 
n ervou s to a llow m e to s ta y u n n eces s a r ily, I believe, for I 
dou b t if a n y on e wou ld h a ve rea lly m oles ted m e a n d we 
a r r ived ba ck s a fely. Th e n a t ive Ca th olic took off h is 
revolver with a s igh of relief, a n d s wore th a t n ot for five 
pounds would he again cross the town with me.  

For th e pa s t ten m on th s th in gs h a d been goin g from 
ba d to wors e, a n d th e wors t wa s n ow fea red to be 
imminent.  

In th e p reviou s October (1907) a n Alba n ia n 
Fra n cis ca n , Fra te Lu igi, res iden t in Dja kova , s ta r ted to 
r ide from Dja kova to Ipek , with a Mos lem k ir ijee. He wa s 
ca p tu red wh en n ot fa r from Dja kova by a la rge pa r ty of 
a rm ed Mos lem s , ta ken to Sm olitza , a Mos lem villa ge, a n d 
th ere im pr is on ed in th e room of a h ou s e. No ra n s om wa s 
a s ked , bu t h e wa s h eld a s h os ta ge for th e relea s e of a 
b roth er of on e of h is ca p tors , wh o h a d been im pr is on ed 
by the Turkish Government.  

Th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t wa s a t on ce in form ed , bu t 
took n o s tep wh a tever . Th e Ca th olic Ch u rch in Alba n ia is 
u n der th e p rotect ion of Au s tr ia , a n d th e Au s tr ia n 
Con s u la te a t Pr izren wa s a pp lied to a ls o, with ou t res u lt . 
Th e Fra te wa s s evera l t im es th rea ten ed with dea th if h e 
would n ot tu rn Tu rk , to wh ich h e rep lied , th ey m igh t k ill 
h im a s s oon a s th ey liked . He wa s n ot oth erwis e 
m oles ted , a n d wa s given en ou gh to ea t . Th e Ca th olics in 
th e n eigh bou rh ood , exa s pera ted , ca lled on th e Ca th olic 
m ou n ta in t r ibes to com e to th eir h elp . A dea d p ig wa s 
th en fou n d in th e m os qu e of Sm olitza (th is is th e u s u a l 
Ch r is t ia n wa y of decla r in g wa r on th e Mos lem s ), a n d Fra 
Lu igi wa s s u dden ly relea s ed , a fter ten weeks ' deten t ion , 
th ou gh th e m a n for wh om h e wa s h os ta ge wa s n ot . No 
explanation of the affair has ever been forthcoming,  

Th ere wa s m ore in th e a ffa ir th a n m eets th e eye, bu t 
by wh om en gin eered we s h a ll n ever kn ow. Th e repor t , 
widely cu rren t in th e Sa n ja k a n d Sla von ic border la n ds , 
th a t s o s oon a s Au s tr ia wa s rea dy to m ove s h e wou ld 
ca u s e to be got u p a m a s s a cre of Ch r is t ia n s of s u fficien t 
m a gn itu de to com pel h er to go to th e res cu e, a n d m a ke 
Eu rope give h er a n oth er m a n da te to "civilis e" Ba lka n 
la n ds , occu rred to m y m in d ; m ore es pecia lly a s in 1906 
m a n y Au s tr ia n s in Bos n ia h a d boa s ted to m e th a t th ey 
m ea n t to be in Sa lon ik i, u n der th e Au s tr ia n fla g, by 
November 1909.  



Th e p ig in th e m os qu e a rou s ed a t on ce a n a t ta ck on 
th e Ch r is t ia n s . Th e villa ge of Ra m otzi wa s a ccu s ed of th e 
deed ; bu t to th is da y th e doer of it is n ot kn own . 
Never th eles s , Ra m otzi wa s a t ta cked , a n d th ir ty-one 
h ou s es bu rn ed , with a ll th eir goods . On e h ou s e wa s 
forced to s u rren der a fter for ty-eigh t h ou rs ' s iege. Th e 
defen ders were p rom is ed s a fe-con du ct , bu t were fired on 
wh en com in g ou t fou r k illed , five wou n ded . In a ll, 
fou r teen villa ges were a t ta cked , a n d eigh ty-s ix h ou s es 
bu rn t a n d p lu n dered . Ea ch con ta in ed from twen ty to fifty 
in h a b ita n ts . Wh en I wa s th ere, a ll were des t itu te a n d 
h ou s eles s . Th is wen t on th rou gh th e s p r in g of 1908 . Th e 
Ca th olics were given t ill Ra m a za n (Sep tem ber) to turn 
Turk or be killed.  

In Pr izren a ls o it wa s repor ted th a t a p ig h a d been 
fou n d in a m os qu e. Th is is believed to h a ve been fa ls e. 
Even Hilm i Pa s h a s a id h e d id n ot believe it . Th e two m en 
wh o s a id th ey h a d fou n d it , decla red th ey h a d a t on ce 
th rown it in th e r iver . On a ccou n t of th is a lleged p ig, a 
s evere boycot t wa s th en s ta r ted a ga in s t a ll Ca th olics , wh o 
were a lm os t redu ced to s ta rva t ion , a n d very m a n y h a d to 
leave the town.  

Th e wors t ca s e of pers ecu t ion wa s th a t of th e Bibez 
fa m ily a t Bretkotzi. Th ey h a d a grou p of very la rge 
h ou s es , a n d grea t s tore of food a n d ca t t le. Th e h ea d , 
th ou gh h e h a d n o qu a rrel with th e Mos lem s , wa s told it 
wa s n ot s eem ly for a Ch r is t ia n to h a ve s u ch a la rge 
h ou s e, a n d th a t h e m u s t pu ll down a s torey or it s h ou ld 
be bu rn t . He a s ked th e Ka im m a ka m for p rotect ion , a n d 
wa s given a h u n dred s old iers a n d s om e za p t ieh s . He a ls o 
appealed to the Austrian Consulate at Prizren.  

After a n a n xiou s m on th , h e received a n u lt im a tu m 
from th e Mos lem s . He m u s t tu rn Tu rk , or th ey wou ld 
burn him out.  

He h u rr ied to Dja kova , wh ere th e Ka d i (th e 
Ka im m a ka m bein g a bs en t) s wore to h im th a t th e s old iers 
s h ou ld n ot be with d ra wn , a n d th a t h is goods were s a fe. 
He th erefore d id n ot rem ove a n y of th em . A few da ys la ter 
th e s old iers were s u dden ly a ll with d ra wn by order of 
Sh em s i Pa s h a (a fterwa rds s h ot dea d a t Mon a s t ir ), a n d a 
crowd of a rm ed Mos lem s a t on ce a t ta cked . No lives were 
ta ken , bu t th e en t ire grou p of h ou s es , with th e 
pos s es s ion s of th e wh ole fa m ily, were u t ter ly des t royed . I 
m a de a va in a t tem pt to d ra w th e a t ten t ion of th e 
ch a r ita b le in En gla n d to th e p iteou s p ligh t of th es e 



Ca th olic villa ges . Th e pa pers th a t h a d a lwa ys s pa ce for 
th e s u ffer in gs of th e Or th odox in Ma cedon ia h a d n o 
corner to spare.  

The people themselves thought their plight due to the 
Europea n in terven t ion in Ma cedon ia , wh ich h a d in cen s ed 
the Moslems against Christians in other parts.  

Th e a fores a id in terven t ion d id n o good a t a ll in 
Ma cedon ia , a n d s eem s to h a ve m a de m a t ters wors e 
els ewh ere. It is pos s ib le th a t th e Powers m os t in teres ted 
in ten ded th a t it s h ou ld . At a n y ra te, th e En glis h officers 
were ca refu lly s h oved in to a corn er wh ere th ey cou ld do 
least harm to other people's plans.  

Dja kova is in Kos ovo vila yet . Kos ovo vila yet wa s a 
m os t im por ta n t pa r t of th e grea t Servia n Em pire of th e 
Midd le Ages . Th e Serb of to-da y looks a t it a s pa r t of h is 
b ir th r igh t , a n d of it s reca p tu re th e you n g m en s ee vis ion s 
and the old men dream dreams.  

Dja kova , h a vin g been fou n ded by Alba n ia n s a fter th e 
fa ll of th e Servia n Em pire, is n a tu ra lly a n Alba n ia n town. 
Of its two thousand and odd houses, but one hundred are 
Serb Or th odox. Th es e a re s egrega ted on th e oppos ite s ide 
of th e town from th e Ca th olics , a n d h a ve lit t le or n o 
com m u n ica t ion with th em . A Ca th olic a ctu a lly told m e h e 
h a d n ever been in th e Serb qu a r ter . Th e two Ch u rch es 
distrust one another more than they do the Moslems.  

Th ere a re n o Serb villa ges n ea r Dja kova . Bu t I h ea rd 
th a t th e fea s t of th e As s u m ption wou ld be celeb ra ted by a 
grea t con cou rs e of peop le a t th e Serb m on a s tery of 
Devich , s om e twelve h ou rs a wa y, a n d a r ra n ged to go on 
p ilgr im a ge with a Serb fa m ily of Dja kova , a n d t ra vel a s 
th ey d id , with ou t es cor t , in a n a t ive ca r t a s t rem a . At 
3 .30 A.M. it cla t tered in to th e ya rd . I wa s a s leep . It wa s 
pitch-da rk . Th ey cou ld n ot wa it , I wa s told . "Be qu ick , be 
qu ick ! " I s cra m bled in to m y cloth es , gu lped a cu p of 
b la ck coffee, th rew m ys elf u n wa s h en a n d u n com bed in to 
the cart, and we were off.  

It wa s pou r in g with ra in . Th e da wn h a d n ot yet 
b roken a s we p lu n ged th rou gh Dja kova in th e da rk . I 
b ra ced m y feet h a rd a ga in s t on e s ide of th e ca r t , a n d m y 
ba ck a ga in s t th e oth er . Sa ve a lit t le h a y, it wa s 
u n cu s h ion ed , a n d rocked , reeled , a n d rebou n ded over 
bou lders of ka ld rm i, in to ya wn in g h oles , a lm os t fa llin g 
over on on e s ide, on ly to recover a n d s ta gger on to on e 
wheel or the other.  



Ma rko a n d I bu m ped togeth er like d r ied pea s in a 
pod . We d rew rein a t th e door of th e Servia n s ch ool. Two 
s t rem a s , fu ll of m en , wom en , a n d ch ild ren a wa ited u s , 
well wedged a n d pa dded in with cu s h ion s , du s h eks , a n d 
yorgans, and heaps of coloured bundles their best clothes 
and provisions.  

Th e ch ill, grey da wn b roke a s we d rove th rou gh th e 
iron-p la ted , bu llet -m a rked ga te of th e town , pa s t s t in k in g 
h ea ps of refu s e, u n u t tera b le filth h ors es ' bon es black 
mud a for lorn gra veya rd th e d is m a l ba r ra cks , with th e 
grea t wa ll of a d is m a n t led bu ild in g a lon gs ide m elt in g in to 
mud wh ere h a lf-cla d Niza m s wa n dered d ren ch ed a n d 
m is era b le, like da m n èd s ou ls for lorn in a circle of th e 
Inferno.  

Th e ra in clea red a s we ca m e ou t on to th e p la in the 
roa d , a s u s u a l in th es e la n ds , ba d , bu t con s idered good
bou lders , m u dh oles , gu llies , wh ich were ta ken a t a ca n ter 
a n d "s witch ba cked ." Ou r d r iver wa s a Serb of th e h ea vily-
bu ilt , fa ir , very b roa d-h ea ded type, th a t on e fin ds in 
Bos n ia bu t n ever in th e m ou n ta in s of High Alba n ia . He, 
a s in deed d id m y t ra vellin g com pa n ion s , s poke a m ixtu re 
of Serb a n d Alba n ia n , even to ea ch oth er , a n d wh en I 
qu es t ion ed h im in Serb rep lied s om et im es wh olly in 
Alba n ia n . I n ot iced th a t th ey n ever in flected th eir 
a d ject ives , bu t s a id "dobro, po dobro, m n ogo dobro," i.e. 
good , m ore good , m u ch good , for "good ," "bet ter ," "bes t ," 
as do the Slavs of Macedonia.  

At fir s t th e p la in wa s m os t ly covered with oa k -scrub. 
Fa r th er on were a few h ou s es a n d m a ize-fields . It is very 
s pa rs ely in h a b ited . It wa s im pos s ib le to follow ou r rou te 
in th e Au s tr ia n s ta ff m a p , it bein g very fa u lty, wh ich is 
n ot s u rp r is in g if it be t ru e, a s I wa s a s s u red , th a t n o 
Eu ropea n h a d been before by th is t ra ck . Rou gh ly 
s pea k in g, we followed u p th e r igh t ba n k of th e Wh ite Dr in 
to it s ju n ct ion with th e Dech a n s k i Bis t r itza , wh ich we 
cros s ed , cros s in g a ls o th e Dr in ra th er h igh er u p . We th en 
followed u p Drin 's left ba n k on a n a rrow roa d s om e ten 
feet a bove th e r iver . Here we pu lled u p to a s k th e wa y of 
s om e m en , a n d on e of th e s t rem a s a t on ce fell over th e 
ba n k . Th e d r iver left it a t th e very edge; th e h ors es 
ba cked , a n d th e wh ole th in g ca ps ized a n d rolled clea n 
over , th e h ors es a n d th e fron t wh eels rem a in in g on th e 
roa d a bove. Th e wom en s crea m ed lou d ly, bu t a s th e t ilt 
wa s very s t ron g a n d th ey were well wedged in with 



cushions they were luckily not thrown out. Half-an-hour's 
repairing put all right. We left the river and struck uphill.  

On th e p la tea u on th e top we fou n d typ ica l Servia n 
za d ru ga s , fa m ily grou ps of h ou s es en clos ed in h u ge 
pa lis a des (pa la n ka ). Th ick s ta kes , s om e n in e or ten feet 
h igh , cu t in to s p ikes a t th e top , a re d r iven in to th e 
grou n d a bou t eigh teen in ch es a pa r t . Th es e a re wa t t led 
together, not with simple withies but with twisted ropes of 
branches, very thick and solid. Outside, this dense wall is 
bu t t res s ed a t s h or t in terva ls with s m a ll t ree t ru n ks . Th e 
top is roofed with th ick m a s s es of b la ck th orn , wh ich 
p roject s o widely a s to m a ke it qu ite im pos s ib le for a n y 
one to climb the fence from without. Above the blackthorn 
project th e s p iked s ta kes . Th e wh ole m igh ty wooden wa ll 
is one of the most primitive types of fortification. So, in all 
p roba b ility, d id th e a n cien t in h a b ita n ts of Br ita in defen d 
th eir h ill en ca m pm en ts a s do th e Serbs n ow against both 
men and wolves.  

We s a w bu t on e ch u rch a n d n o m os qu e, bu t were 
told th ere were m a n y Mos lem fa m ilies . Th e ru in s of on e 
old ch u rch were poin ted ou t . Mon ey en ou gh h a d been 
collected to rebu ild it , bu t th e Su lta n h a d refu s ed 
perm is s ion . Th e fa m ilies in th is pa r t m os t ly own ed a n d 
worked th e la n d th ey lived on . Fu r th er on were, for th e 
m os t pa r t , Mos lem ch ift lik s . Th e t ra ck in m a n y p la ces 
was really good, and a proper road could easily be made.  

After s ix h ou rs ' t ra vel, we h a lted for a n h ou r a n d a 
h a lf a t Ha n Za im it , a wretch ed clay-bu ilt s h a n ty wh ich I 
d id n ot en ter . A s ca t tered villa ge n ot fa r off wa s ca lled 
Za im it Pes . A crowd of gyps ies m a de th eir la ir n ea r th e 
h a n . Th e rea l wild Ba lka n gyps ies ra rely both er a bou t a 
ten t , bu t crou ch in th e lee of a n y bu s h or ba n k th a t is 
n ea r a wa ter a n d fu el s u pp ly. Swa r th y, s ca r let -lipped, 
with b la ck b r illia n t eyes , lon g h ea vy elf-locks of dea d 
b la ck h a ir , a n d u n s pea ka b ly filth y, th ey a re s corn ed a like 
by Serb a n d Alba n ia n . Th e s corn th ey retu rn ten fold , for 
th ey h old th a t th ey a re th e ch os en of a ll ra ces , a n d th a t 
n on e oth er kn ows h ow to en joy th e gift of life. On e ca m e 
u p a n d boa s ted th a t h e wa s th e fa th er of th ir ty-two 
children. The Serbs, not to be outdone, told of a Serb near 
Ipek wh o is fa th er of twen ty-fou r s on s a ll by on e m oth er , 
and that all are grown up and pod oruzhja (bearing arms). 
To ca p th is we were told of a Mos lem with for ty-two 
ch ild ren , bu t by h ow m a n y wives wa s u n kn own . After 
th es e ch eerfu l p roofs th a t th e cou n try wa s n ot 



depopu la t in g, we p roceeded , a n d los t th e wa y s evera l 
t im es a n d were m u ch dela yed . Pa s s in g th rou gh a villa ge, 
Kop ilich , we cros s ed a s t rea m , Reka Devich it , a n d got u p 
in to a p la tea u , a ll s cru b -oa k , a n d topped on e h u m m ock 
a fter a n oth er with ou t ever s eem in g to get a n y fa r th er . On 
s lopes below were m a n y pa lis a ded za d ru ga s , s om e with 
very la rge h ou s es with in th em . Ma n y were s a id to be 
Moslem. Others had crosses on them.  

Th e des cen t wa s a wfu l; th e d r iver la s h ed u p h is 
h ors es , a n d , on ce off, we h a d eith er to s m a s h or com e to 
th e bot tom wh ole, p lu n gin g a t a b rea k -neck pa ce down a 
narrow gully over loose boulders. The terrified horses kept 
th eir legs s om eh ow, a n d la n ded t rem blin g a n d d ren ch ed 
with s wea t a t th e bot tom . As for m e, I wa s p itch ed 
violen t ly a cros s a n d a cros s th e s t rem a . Giddy with 
con cu s s ion I a ligh ted , join ed th e s t rea m of p ilgr im s , a n d 
a s cen ded on foot to th e m on a s tery in th e oa k fores t 
above a m a s s of ir regu la r wh ite bu ild in gs th a t s cra m bled 
at different heights haphazard round three yards.  

We pa s s ed th rou gh th e lower ya rd with a s eeth in g 
m a s s of p ilgr im s , a n d wen t s t ra igh t in to th e ch u rch on 
on e s ide of it . It wa s a bou t 5 P.M. Th e t in y ch u rch wa s 
da rk , a n d cra m m ed with peop le. My a ppea ra n ce crea ted 
th e grea tes t excitem en t . As I pa s s ed th e s ide wh ere a ll 
flocked to ligh t ta pers , th e gla re fell on m e, a n d I wa s a t 
once surrounded, seized upon, and fingered all over by an 
ea ger crowd . My h a t , m y koda k , m y ba g a ll were 
exa m in ed ; h ow m u ch m on ey wa s in it? from wh a t vila yet 
wa s I? wh o wa s I? m y n a m e? a ll rega rd les s of th e s ervice 
wh ich wa s in fu ll s win g. A m a n in Eu ropea n d res s the 
m on a s tery s ecreta ry h u rr ied to th e cen tre of h u bbu b , 
lea rn t th a t I wa s En glis h , a n d da s h ed off to in form th e 
officiating priests.  

Th e h ea t wa s s u ffoca t in g, a n d th e fin ger in g a n d 
pu llin g a bou t m ore th a n I wa n ted a fter th e twelve h ou rs ' 
jolting drive.  

I left th e ch u rch . Oppos ite it s tood th e h ou s e of th e 
Arch im a n dr ite, or Ha gi a s th ey ca lled h im h ere. A s teep 
fligh t of wooden s teps led to a per fect ra bb it -wa rren of 
p ilgr im s ' room s wh ich were rea ch ed th rou gh a n a rrow 
door a bou t fou r feet h igh . Beyon d , a h u ge, wh ite-washed, 
three-s toreyed h os p it iu m with th e u s u a l b ig wooden 
ba lcon y to ea ch floor s u rrou n ded two s ides of a la rge 
ya rd . Below, on on e s ide, wa s a s m a ller ya rd s u rrou n ded 
by s ta b les . Th e wh ole wa s a n in des cr iba b le con fu s ion a 



seeth in g m a s s of p ilgr im s , ba b ies , bu n d les , s a cks , a n d 
ru gs filled th e en t ire s pa ce of th e two ya rds , a n d ea ch 
ba lcon y a n d s ta irca s e, s om e s eek in g room s , oth ers 
ca m pin g wh ere th ey were, a ll in s ea rch of s om e on e or 
something a deafening babel of voices. The third yard was 
a s t ru gglin g ta n gle of pa ckh ors es , ca r ts , d ra u gh t-oxen, 
a n d bu ffa loes , a n d th eir own ers . An d n o m a t ter wh a t a n y 
on e wa s doin g, th ey left off to com e a n d exa m in e m e. Th e 
m on a s tery s erva n ts , wh o p res erved th eir wits won derfu lly 
in th e con fu s ion , a llot ted a t in y room to ou r pa r ty, a n d I 
crowded in to it with m y Serb fellow-tra vellers , wh o 
proceeded to furnish it with their cushions and coverlets.  

Th e Ha gi h im s elf vis ited m e, s o s oon a s h e h a d 
concluded service in the church.  

He wa s a ta ll, fa ir , h a n ds om e m a n , very fr ien d ly, a n d 
m u ch relieved to fin d I u n ders tood Serb . Ma rko, wh o 
knows but little, asked him if he understood Albanian.  

He la u gh ed h ea r t ily, a n d rep lied , "I a m a n Alba n ia n ." 
Born of Alba n ia n pa ren ts , h e exp la in ed h e h a d s poken 
Albania n on ly a s a ch ild . Bu t h a vin g join ed th e Or th odox 
Ch u rch , h e wa s n ow a Servia n , a n d Servia n wa s m ore 
familiar to him than his mother tongue.  

So is it in th e Deba ta b le La n ds . Th e Serbs h a ve a 
con ver ted Alba n ia n a s h ea d of th eir m on a s tery, a n d 
conversely, on e of th e m os t pa tr iot ic Alba n ia n p r ies ts a t 
Dja kova wa s a Serb by b ir th h a d s poken Serb on ly a s a 
child, and now had almost forgotten it.  

Th e Ha gi a t on ce s a id I wa s to be h is gu es t . Th e 
Metropolita n of Pr izren wa s th ere with s om e Servia n 
schoolmistresses from Pr is h t in a , a n d we s h ou ld a ll be a 
pa r ty togeth er . No foreign er , s o fa r a s h e kn ew, h a d ever 
been to Devich with the exception of one Russian Consul
th e good m a n wa s a lm os t a s excited over m e a s were th e 
p ilgr im s . I ca m e for th from th e very tem pora ry res t in th e 
lit t le room , a n d wa s in t rodu ced . To m y a m a zem en t I 
fou n d I wa s celeb ra ted . Som e on e recogn is ed m e a s 
h a vin g been in Dech a n i five yea rs a go. "Ah , it is th e 
Ba lka n En glis h wom a n , th e fr ien d of th e Mon ten egr in s !" 
Th e Metropolita n kn ew a ll a bou t m e a s ch oolm is t res s , 
la tely from Sa lon ik i, reta iled m y Ma cedon ia n ca reer . We 
h a d s u pper on th e ter ra ce u n der a pergola . Fa s t da y but 
a n excellen t m ea l of r iver -trout, tomato salad, balls of rice 
a n d h erbs rolled in vin e lea ves (ja p ra k ), a n d green 
paprikas s tu ffed with r ice a n d fr igh tfu lly h ot . Plen ty of 
ka im a k (clot ted crea m ), s h eep-ch ees e, a n d fru it . It wa s 



th e m err ies t pa r ty. You rea ch ed ou t a n d h elped you rs elf 
to whatever was handy, and made the same plate do. And 
above, around, and beneath us was one vast picnic.  

Ra t ion s were s erved ou t a ll h ot from th e k itch en , th e 
a ir wa s h ea vy with th e fu m es of roa s t a n d ba ked , a ll food 
wa s gra t is , a n d ea ch h a d a s m u ch a s h e liked . Peop le ra n 
h ith er a n d th ith er with s tea m in g bowls a n d t ra ys . Sa ve 
ou rs elves a t th e h igh ta b le, every on e fed off ves s els of 
s olid copper , t in n ed , of wh ich th e m on a s tery h a d en ou gh 
for the two thousand and more pilgrims.  

It is ch a ra cter is t ic of th e Ba lka n m a n , be h e Sla v or 
Alba n ia n , th a t h e ca n en joy h im s elf th orou gh ly a n d 
wholeheartedly, with ou t ever becom in g rowdy or los in g 
h is s elf-res pect . Th ere wa s n o on e to keep order a m on g 
th is va s t con cou rs e of h a ppy peop le, n or wa s a n y on e 
requ ired . It is to be h oped th a t wh a t is ca lled civilis a t ion 
may never reduce them to the barbarous level of 'Arry and 
'Arr iet on Ba n k h olida y. I wa s told off to s leep with th e 
s ch oolm is t res s es , a n d we ret ired a t 10 .30 , for wh ich
h a vin g been on a p ret ty con s ta n t s t ra in s in ce 3 A.M., a n d 
h a vin g fin is h ed u p with ta lk in g Servia n a ll th e even in g, 
having had no practice for over a year I was not sorry.  

It wa s a s m a ll room , th e floor en t irely covered with 
m a t t res s es . Th ere were a grea t m a n y of u s . Th ey k in d ly 
ga ve m e th e on ly beds tea d . Un for tu n a tely, h owever , on e 
of th e la d ies wa s m a rr ied , a n d h er s on a n d h u s ba n d 
shared ou r room . So th ou gh I h a d a beds tea d , it wa s 
im pos s ib le to go to bed in it p roper ly. For tu n a tely, th e 
on ly win dow wa s ju s t a bove m e, a n d I open ed it 
surreptitiously.  

Th e s ch oolm a rm s , decla r in g s leep wa s im pos s ib le, 
bega n to da n ce th e kolo, bu t I wa s a s leep from s h eer 
exhaustion before they had done.  

It wa s bu t a s h or t s leep , for , s u dden ly, in p lu n ged 
th e d ja kon , tellin g u s to get u p a n d com e to ch u rch . I 
wea r ily looked a t m y wa tch , It wa s 1 A.M. On ly th ree 
la d ies wen t . I s lep t a ga in . In ca m e th e d ja kon a ga in , th is 
t im e to get m ed icin e ou t of a d ra wer n ea r m y h ea d . Th e 
floor bein g covered with s leepers , th is m a de n o en d of 
com m otion . At five, a ga in th e d ja kon th is t im e to do h is 
h a ir ! An d th en th e Ha gi for s om eth in g or oth er . Fu r th er 
sleep was impossible.  

My s ta b le com pa n ion s u s ed a com m on com b. I wa s 
th e p rou d pos s es s or of a p r iva te on e. I wen t ou t d ir ty, 
s t icky, a n d s ta gger in g with s leep , a n d a s ked if it were 



pos s ib le to wa s h . Wh en th e Metropolita n wa s u p , I cou ld 
have his basin. Not before.  

Th e grea t m a n h a vin g em erged , I wa s con du cted to 
h is wa s h s ta n d , a n d a s ervin g-m a n pou red two 
tablespoonfuls of water over my hands, which I rubbed on 
my face in the approved style and my toilet was complete.  

Ou ts ide, coffee wa s bein g s erved a t th e k itch en door 
(no food , of cou rs e). It wa ked m e a t on ce. I tu rn ed to th e 
marvellous scene.  

An d it wa s t ru ly m a rvellou s s u ch cos tu m es a s I h a d 
n ever s een before a n d m a y n ever s ee a ga in m a n y of th em 
indeed museum pieces, all the best of every district.  

Th e fin es t of a ll were from Ipek Ca za . Ipek its elf is 
almost entirely Moslem Albanian, the Serbs and Catholics 
form bu t a s m a ll m in or ity; th e villa ges a rou n d , h owever , 
a re very la rgely Serb , a n d form a Serb is la n d in a n 
otherwise Albanian land.  

Th e wom en 's s h ir ts a re a m a s s of th e very fin es t 
cross-s t itch em broidery in du ll red , b lu e, a n d green , th e 
colou rs a ll n a t ive dyes . Cros s -s t itch (very com m on in 
Ru s s ia ) is Sla von ic a n d does n ot occu r on Alba n ia n 
cos tu m e. It m a kes , of n eces s ity, a n gu la r pa t tern s . 
Alba n ia n pa t tern s a re a ll of flowin g lin es a da p ted for 
b ra id in g a n d gold th rea d . Th e flowin g lin e is s im ila r ly 
found on old Albanian carved chests and ceilings.  

Over th e r ich ly-em broidered s h ir t 
is a very s h or t pet t icoa t a m ere wa is t -
fr ill s om e 12 in ch es deep of s t r iped 
material, th e s t r ipes bein g a lm os t 
a lwa ys a ll h a n d-work in th e fin es t 
s t itch es . A very b roa d b in der is bou n d 
round the lower part of the body like an 
a bdom in a l s u ppor t . Over th is is a 
h ea vy, lea th ern belt , with b ra s s 
p la qu es on it s tu dded with red a n d 
green "jewels " of gla s s , th e 
workmanship poor. On the shoulders is 
a zou a ve of va r iou s colou rs , u s u a lly 
b la ck , with s ca r let or yellow b ra id . Th e 
b rea s t is qu ite covered with a m a s s of 
la rge s ilver coin s Ma ria Th eres a s and 
n u m bers of gla s s bea d a n d cora l 
n eck la ces a n d cros s es , a n d h ea r ts of 
gla s s like th os e popu la r in Bos n ia . 
Som e wore t r ia n gu la r lea th er a m u let-



cases on a string slung over one shoulder.  
Th e m a rr ied wom en wea r a pea ked h ea d-dress, 

s im ila r to th a t of m ed iæ va l la d ies , bu t s m a ller . It is of 
wh ite lin en , with a fin ely em broidered edge in va r iou s 
colou rs , th e en ds h a n g down to th e s h ou lders ; over th e 
top of th e h ea d , a n d h a n gin g eith er s ide to th e ea r , is a 
b roa d ba n d of tu rqu ois e-b lu e bea ds en d in g in a 
triangular dingle-dangle.  

Th e h a ir is pa r ted in th e m idd le, a n d a ga in lower 
down . Th e top s ect ion is twis ted rou n d a s olid fou n da t ion 
to m a ke a h u ge cu r l, a grea t s a u s a ge of h a ir s t iff with 
grea s e, wh ich cu rves forwa rd on ea ch s ide of th e fa ce, 
fra m in g it com pletely. Th e en d of th e cu r l is s ewn with 
coins it is a h ea d -d res s th a t is m a de to la s t some-times 
a s m a n y a s five Ma r ia Th eres a s on ea ch , a n d to m a ke a ll 
firm both cu r ls a re s ewn down to a lea th er ba n d wh ich 
goes u n der th e ch in , a n d is th ick ly covered with b lu e 
bea ds . Su ch of th e h a ir a s is n ot u s ed for th e cu r l is 
p la ited a n d u s ed a s a s u ppor t beh in d th e cu r l to wh ich it 
is fa s ten ed . Th e wh ole m a kes a s olid b lock of h a ir
grotes qu e a n d extra ord in a ry; a t lea s t s o I th ou gh t t ill I 
ca m e ba ck to En gla n d a n d fou n d every on e's h ea d 
s wollen to dou b le its s ize with s tu ffin gs , fr izet tes , a n d 
"transformations."  

I h a d ju s t s ta r ted d ra win g, a n d wa s get t in g on well, 
wh en on e of th e s ch oolm a rm s es p ied m e. With th e bes t of 
in ten t ion s in th e wor ld s h e s u m m on ed everybody to s ee 
what I was doing, and all my chances were over. I was the 
cen tre of a m ob a ll s t r ivin g to s ee m e do it a ga in , a n d 
a t ten t ion bein g tu rn ed on m e, I wa s h u n ted a ll da y. Every 
pea s a n t wa n ted to s pea k to m e, a n d m os t of th em d id ; I 
wa s qu es t ion ed t ill I wa s on th e poin t of exh a u s t ion , a n d 
a ll th e t im e I h a d a r id icu lou s feelin g th a t it wa s a ca s e of 
th e b iter b it . For m on th s I h a d been in ces s a n t ly 
qu es t ion in g a bou t m a n n ers a n d cu s tom s , n ow I wa s 
m ys elf th e vict im . I wa s a s ked a bou t a ll th a t I d id , a n d 
th en "wh y?" Th e th in g th a t both ered everybody wa s m y 
stra w h a t ; th ey h a d n ever s een on e before; "Wh y do you 
wea r wh ea t on you r h ea d?" Every on e b roke a lit t le b it off 
the brim to make sure it really was "wheat."  

"Do you wea r it in th e h ou s e ? Do you s leep in it?" 
"Do you wea r it to s h ow you a re m a rr ied?" "To s h ow you 
a re n ot m a rr ied?" "Did you m a ke it?" "Are a ll th e wom en 
in you r vila yet (p rovin ce) ob liged to wea r wh ea t on th eir 



h ea ds ?" "Is th ere a la w a bou t it?" "Or do you wea r it per 
chef (for pleasure) ?"  

"I wea r it beca u s e of th e s u n ," s a id I des pera tely. 
"Wh y beca u s e of th e s u n ?" "It is h ot ," s a id I. "No, it is n 't ," 
s a id th ey. Th ey d id n ot wea r wh ea t beca u s e of th e s u n . 
Wou ld I tell th em th e rea l rea s on ? It occu rred to m e th a t 
if th ere wa s a Devich An th ropologica l Society it m igh t 
repor t th a t it h a d fou n d t ra ces of s u n -wors h ip in th e 
En glis h , a n d m ys ter iou s r ites con n ected with it th a t n o 
questioning could elicit. I fell back on the answer that has 
s o often t r ied m e in oth ers : "I wea r it beca u s e I do. It is 
nash obichaj (our custom)."  

Th is s a t is fied th em wh olly, for th ere is a p roverb 
wh ich s a ys : "It is bet ter th a t a villa ge s h ou ld fa ll th a n a 
cu s tom ." Th e b r im of m y h a t looked a s th ou gh it h a d 
been gn a wed by ra ts a ll rou n d , a n d I felt ju s t ified in 
pu llin g every on e a bou t m erciles s ly in retu rn , a n d 
examinin g a ll th eir orn a m en ts ; bu t it wa s very fa t igu in g
on an empty stomach.  

Two gyps y ba n ds p la yed in ces s a n t ly, both a t on ce. 
On e in s t ru m en t wa s a cylin der of ea r th en wa re with a 
p iece of h ide s t ra in ed on th e top , a n d s la pped with th e 
h a n d ; a n oth er wa s a b ig d ru m . Th e s u n wa s n ea r ly a t fu ll 
s t ren gth , th e a ir wa s th ick with th e du s t of m a n y da n cin g 
feet ; th e perpetu a l pom -pom-pom , rh yth m ica l, in s is ten t , 
th robbed like a fever pu ls e in th e s izzlin g h ea t . On ly for 
on e h a lf-h ou r , wh en a s ervice wa s h eld in th e ya rd 
ou ts ide th e ch u rch (it wa s fa r too s m a ll to h old th e 
con grega t ion ), d id th e ba n d s top , a n d th en th ere wa s 
singing.  

Midda y b rou gh t th e m u ch -n eeded d in n er in th e 
Metropolita n 's room . I s a t n ext to h im , a n d wa s 
excellently well fed. But even the meal was a long and stiff 
viva voce exa m in a t ion in Servia n . His Gra ce wa s p lea s ed 
to expres s h is a dm ira t ion for th e ph ys ica l s t ren gth of th e 
En glis h . He h im s elf, for exa m ple, th ou gh h e h a d n ot h a d 
s u ch a lon g a n d exh a u s t in g jou rn ey a s I h a d , a n d 
accustomed to the country, was quite tired out!  

After d in n er a ll wen t to res t . I h a d two h ou rs ' h ea vy 
s leep in th e crowded room of th e n igh t before. Th en we 
were a ll poked u p . Tu m blers of wa ter were pa s s ed rou n d ; 
Serbs a re a lwa ys wa ter -th irs ty. I a m u s ed every on e h igh ly 
by pouring mine over my head and neck.  



Th u s rou s ed I wen t ou t a ga in , a n d , a s th e fir s t 
excitem en t a bou t m e h a d s om ewh a t s u bs ided , m a n a ged 
to get some photographs and drawings made.  

Th en a lon g s t r ip of m a ts a n d ca rpets wa s la id r igh t 
across the yard. The Hagi, his secretary, and some monks 
s a t on cu s h ion s a t on e en d , a n d I wa s in vited to join 
th em . A n u m ber of h ea ds of fa m ilies th en s a t in a lon g 
row, cross-legged, on either side the carpet. Rakia and the 
u s u a l s n a cks were s erved a ll rou n d . Ea ch m a n in tu rn 
came u p , k is s ed th e Ha gi's h a n d , a n d m a de a n offer in g to 
th e ch u rch from a few p ia s t res to a pou n d Tu rk , a n d th e 
s ecreta ry in s cr ibed ea ch in a book . Th ey were n ea r ly a ll 
town s folk from Pr izren , Pr is h t in a , Ipek , a n d Mitrovitza . 
Th e pea s a n ts h a d a lrea dy left or were lea vin g. It wa s a 
very lon g job ; a bou t a h u n dred a n d fifty n a poleon s were 
collected.  

Then came gifts in kind, brought for the most part by 
women s h ir ts , d ra wers , towels , a n d s h eets , a n d 
h a n dkerch iefs , m a n y fin ely em broidered in colou rs a n d 
gold.  

Almos t a ll th es e town wom en were d res s ed a lla 
Tu rka , h a d th eir h a ir dyed b la ck , a n d th eir eyebrows 
join ed by pa in t in th e m idd le. On e in pa r t icu la r wore a 
m a gn ificen t wh ite s a t in overcoa t (koret ) b roca ded with 
s ilver a n d s t iff with ra is ed s ilver em broidery a n oth er , a n 
equ a lly fin e on e, of cr im s on velvet a n d gold . Th e a p ron , 
u s u a lly worn over th e la rge b loom ers , wa s of won derfu lly 
fin e s ilk t is s u e, em broidered in colou r a n d gold . Na t ive 
eye for colour, when let alone, rarely goes wrong, but alas, 
"civilisation" is work in g s a d h a voc, a n d h ideou s pa rrots 
a n d bu n ch es of flowers in Ber lin wool-work (a s ta u gh t in 
th e s ch ools ) were a m on g th e m os t a dm ired of th e 
offer in gs to th e Ch u rch . Th e cu rs e of "m a de in Germ a n y" 
is a lrea dy with er in g th e la n d . Th e ba d begin n in g, m a y be, 
of a bad end.  

Su pper wa s la te. I wa s dog-t ired , n or wa s th ere a n y 
corner where I could sit at peace. By this time two women 
from An dr ijevitza , in Mon ten egro, two from Bera n i, a m a n 
from Ipek , a n d a you n g m on k from th e m on a s tery of 
Milos h evo, in th e s a n ja k of Novi-ba za r , h a d a ll recogn is ed 
a n d cla im ed a cqu a in ta n ce with m e, a n d I s en t greet in gs 
to all friends in each place.  

It wa s s t ra n ge, in th e h ea r t of th e wildern es s , to fin d 
so many that knew me.  



Th e d ja kon took m e to s ee th e m on a s tery lib ra ry of 
old Sla von ic ch u rch -books , both in p r in t , from ea r ly 
p res s es , a n d in m a n u s cr ip t . Th ey h a d been s h ock in gly 
n eglected , a n d , u n lu ck ily, n o perfect cop ies rem a in ed of 
books th a t , even in th eir ba t tered s ta te, a re of 
con s idera b le va lu e. It is pos s ib le th a t a m on g th e lit ter 
m is s in g pa ges m igh t be fou n d . I begged th a t a ll th a t 
remained should be carefully preserved.  

Wh en it got qu ite da rk , I s a t on a s ton e by th e wa ll, 
a n d got a res t for a few m in u tes . Th en I wa s poked u p to 
drink cognac with the Metropolitan. I would, by that time, 
gladly have drunk a quart. It kept me up till supper. Then 
we tu rn ed ou t a ga in to s ee th e kolo da n ced rou n d 
bon fires , a n d s in g n a t ion a l s on gs . We tu rn ed in a t 11 .30 , 
I with orders to be ready to start at 3.30 A.M.  

I s eem ed s ca rcely to h a ve fa llen a s leep wh en th e 
h ea d of th e Serb pa r ty I h a d com e with kn ocked a t th e 
door. The carts were ready.  

I collected m y coa t , belt , a n d boots , a n d cra wled ou t 
over th e s leep in g s ch oolm a rm s in to th e ch illy n igh t a ir , 
reeling with sleep.  

We s wa llowed ou r ra t ion of coffee, a n d were s oon off. 
Th e Serbs k in d ly len t u s two s a cks , wh ich we s tu ffed fu ll 
of hay, so that we were not so badly shaken on the return 
journey. The women of the Serb party reproached me with 
n ot h a vin g com e to s it with th em in th eir room in th e 
monastery. I was sorry, for I felt that I had not been polite 
to th em , a n d th ey m ea n t m os t k in d ly. Bu t a ll s pa re t im e
a n d it wa s n ot m u ch I h a d u s ed in get t in g th e op in ion of 
as many different people as possible on the Constitution.  

We arrived safely at Djakova about 6 P.M., said good-
bye to ou r Serb fr ien ds a t th e en tra n ce, a n d d rove 
th rou gh th e town , followed by a h oot in g, h owlin g m ob of 
Mos lem boys , wh o h u n g on to th e ca r t a n d poked u p th e 
cover with s t icks Ma rko a n d th e d r iver very vexed and 
nervous, but bad words break no bones.  

We fou n d th e p r ies ts a s t ired a s we were. Th ey h a d 
been ou t in th e villa ges a ll th e t im e we h a d been a wa y. 
Typh oid h a d b roken ou t in th em . Wa ter , on a ccou n t of 
th e d rou gh t , wa s s ca rce a n d ba d , a n d a ll p rovis ion s short 
a s a res u lt of th e recen t pers ecu t ion s . I cou ld on ly 
p res cr ibe com plete res t , clea n lin es s , a n d a s lop d iet , a n d 
va in ly s t rove to p reven t th e a dm in is ter in g of th e filth y 
loca l rem edy dogs ' du n g th a t h a s been d ropped on a 
s ton e in th e s u n , powdered a n d given in wa ter . Ma rko 



a n d on e of th e p r ies ts h a d a bs olu te fa ith in it . Th ey ea ch 
kn ew ca s es wh ich h a d s u rvived it , a n d were reckon ed a s 
cures.  

An d I lea rn t th a t th e on ly em et ic kn own to th e 
Alba n ia n ph a rm a copoeia is h u m a n excrem en t a n d wa ter
given in a ll ca s es of s u ppos ed pois on in g; a n d th a t th e 
remedy for dipsomania is the same, mixed with rakia.  

So ended a weary day.  
Th e Mos lem s of Dja kova d id n ot s eem p lea s ed with 

th e Con s t itu t ion , d id n ot des ire Tu rk is h in ter feren ce, a n d 
cer ta in ly ob jected to th e vis it of a Gia ou r . Su bs equ en t ly I 
h ea rd th a t th ere h a d been m u ch ta lk a bou t m e, a n d th a t 
th e Ca th olics were told th a t it wa s a good th in g th ey h a d 
not harboured me a day longer.  

Th e Ch r is t ia n s , both Or th odox a n d Ca th olic, h a d n ot 
the smallest hope or faith in the Constitution.  

Devich Mon a s tery wa s fou n ded a fter th e grea t defea t 
of th e Serb n a t ion a t Kos ovo, a n d da tes from th e t im e of 
George of Sm ederevo (ob . 1457), wh o ru led a res t r icted 
Servia under Turkish suzerainty.  

At that time the great emigration of Serbs to Hungary 
h a d n ot ta ken p la ce, a n d th e popu la t ion m u s t h a ve been 
m a in ly Serb . Th e ga th er in g a t th e m on a s tery wa s 
u n u s u a lly la rge, owin g to th e tem pora ry pea ce. Th e very 
la rge m a jor ity were from Ipek ca za , m ore th a n h a lf of th e 
wh ole ga th er in g. An d th ere, I wa s a s s u red , wa s th e 
la rges t Serb popu la t ion . Nea r Dja kova th ere wa s n on e. 
Th os e I qu es t ion ed were m u ch d is a ppoin ted th a t th e 
Govern m en t wa s to rem a in Tu rk is h h a d h oped for foreign 
in terven t ion . Th ey d id n ot wa n t a Tu rk is h Govern m en t , 
beca u s e th en th e la n d wou ld n ever be th eirs . Th ey 
wa n ted to own th e la n d th em s elves , a n d n ot work on 
chiftliks. All Turkish Governments had been bad, and this 
would be also.  

Th e Mos lem s of Ipek h a d n ot a ccep ted th e 
Con s t itu t ion , a n d vowed th ey wou ld a ccep t n o la w th a t 
wou ld in ter fere with th eir r igh ts . Th e Serbs rou n d Bera n a 
(part of the Vasojevich tribe) were very much disappointed 
a bou t th e Con s t itu t ion . Th ey d id n ot wa n t to be a n y m ore 
under any Turkish Government.  

Th e repor t th a t in fu tu re th ey were a ll to be ca lled 
Ottom a n s en ra ged Serb a n d Alba n ia n a like. It wa s a ll 
a n oth er t r ick to keep th em u n der th e Tu rks . Th e 
Ch r is t ia n Powers ou gh t n ot to perm it it . At p res en t a ll 
a greed it "wa s like a d rea m ," bu t th ey expected a ru de 



a wa ken in g, a n d th e Serbs , rega rd les s of th e fa ct th a t in 
m os t p la ces th ey a re m u ch in th e m in or ity, s t ill h a d 
vis ion s of th e expu ls ion of a ll Mos lem s , a n d th e 
reconstruction of the great Servian Empire.  

I pa s s ed th e res t of m y t im e in th e Ca th olic qu a r ter . 
Dja kova h a s a lwa ys been ren own ed for it s s ilver -workers. 
It is a n in teres t in g fa ct th a t th rou gh ou t Nor th Alba n ia 
a lm os t a ll s ilver -work is by Ch r is t ia n s , a n d th e t ra de is 
h ered ita ry in fa m ilies . Th e des ign s a re th erefore in a ll 
p roba b ility gen u in e Alba n ia n , der ivin g from p re-Turkish 
t im es . In Dja kova , Pr izren , Pr is h t in a , a n d Mitrovitza , I 
found all silver-workers Christians.  

As m igh t be expected , Dja kova revels in th e 
s u pern a tu ra l, a n d m ira cu lou s h a ppen in gs a re frequ en t . 
In a m ou n ta in -s ide h a rd by, on th e left of th e roa d to 
Pr izren , is a m a gic ca vern . For m iles does it go 
u n dergrou n d ; n on e kn ows h ow fa r , s om e s a y even 
ben ea th th e Dr in . In it is a la rge a n d a n cien t city wh ere 
n o m a n n ow lives ; bu t th e ba za r , to th is very da y, is 
s tocked with a ll th a t is fin es t a n d bes t fru it , fles h , fis h , 
jewels , a n d fa ir ra im en t . Bu t s h ou ld a n y m a n ven tu re to 
tou ch on e s in gle th in g, h is torch a t on ce goes ou t , 
s erpen ts s p r in g u p a n d devou r h im in th e da rkn es s . An d 
th es e a re n o s erpen ts ; th ey a re ora s (s p ir its ) th a t gu a rd 
the cavern. No man has ventured in for many years.  

I s a id I wou ld , a n d a s ked to be gu ided to th e s pot , 
bu t n on e da red ta ke m e. Nor is th is th e s ole s pot th a t is 
miraculously guarded.  

Not fa r from Dja kova , on a h ill, a re th e ru in s of a 
ch a pel. A Mos lem tr ied to d ig th ere for t rea s u re, bu t wa s 
a t on ce s t ru ck dea d by ligh tn in g ou t of a clou d les s s ky. 
Not s u fficien t ly wa rn ed , s om e m en wen t to rem ove s ton es 
for bu ild in g pu rpos es , bu t a crowd of s erpen ts a t on ce 
lea p t from th e grou n d , a n d th e in t ru ders on ly ju s t 
es ca ped . For ora s ca n ta ke wh a t form th ey p lea s e birds, 
beasts, women, or serpents.  

Qu ite recen t ly a m a n wa s d r ivin g pa s t with a n 
oxca r t , wh en both th e oxen fell on th eir kn ees before th e 
ru in s ; a n d th e h olin es s of th e s pot bein g n ow p roved 
beyond all doubt, none dare meddle with it in future.  

As for ta les of a dven tu re, en ou gh cou ld be collected 
to fill a volu m e. Here is th e ta le of a wedd in g th a t took 
place some thirty years ago:

   

THE TALE OF THE UGLY BRIDE.  



Th ere wa s a you n g m a n in a villa ge n ea r Dja kova . 
His fa th er wa s dea d . He lived with h is m oth er a n d s is ter . 
Oh , h ow u gly h is s is ter wa s ! Sh e wa s n ot en ga ged a s a 
baby town cu s tom s d iffer from m ou n ta in on es a n d th ey 
rea lly d id n ot kn ow h ow to get h er m a rr ied . Of cou rs e 
th ey n ever s h owed h er ; bu t s om eh ow, wh en a gir l is very 
ugly, every one knows.  

On e da y th e you n g m a n wen t to Pr izren on bu s in es s . 
Th ere h e m et a Pr izren you th , th ey m a de grea t fr ien ds a t 
on ce, a n d ea ch con fided to th e oth er th a t h e wa s fa ir ly 
well-to-do and wished to marry shortly.  

"I will give you my sister!" cried he of Prizren.  
Th e fa m ily lived in a villa ge n ea r Pr izren , a n d wa s a 

des ira b le on e to be con n ected with , s o th e Dja kova n 
a ccep ted a t on ce. "An d I," s a id h e, "will give you m y own 
dear sister in exchange!"  

It wa s s et t led . Awa y wen t ea ch h om e, h igh ly p lea s ed . 
But the Prizren mother was no fool.  

"What do you know about this girl?" she asked. "Wait 
a while. I will go and see her."  

Off wen t th e old la dy on a h ors e. Wh en th e Dja kova n 
m oth er s a w h er , s h e kn ew qu ite well wh a t b rou gh t h er . 
"Leave it to me," she said to her son. Quickly she ran next 
door, and invited her neighbour's pretty daughter to come 
into the garden.  

In ca m e Moth er Pr izren . Moth er Dja kova received h er 
n ob ly, with coffee a n d s weetm ea ts . Th ey exch a n ged 
com plim en ts , bu t th e ru les of good s ociety p revented 
Moth er Pr izren from a s k in g to s ee h er fu tu re da u gh ter -in-
la w. Fin a lly, s h e wa s s h own th e ga rden a n d s a w th e 
p ret ty gir l in it . Hom e s h e wen t a n d repor ted fa vou ra b ly. 
Th e b r ide wa s du ly fetch ed a n d th e wedd in g celeb ra ted . 
Wh en a ll wa s over , th e expecta n t b r idegroom ra is ed th e 
veil a n d s a w h is u gly b r ide. Fu r iou s , h e vowed th a t h e 
wou ld n ever give h is own p ret ty s is ter to th e Dja kova n in 
retu rn . Bu t th a t wedd in g a ls o wa s fixed , a n d on th e 
a ppoin ted da y th e Dja kova n 's b r ide lea ders th ir ty ga lla n t 
men, a rm ed a n d in th eir bes t rode to th e r iver h a lf-way 
between th e two villa ges to m eet a n d fetch th e b r ide. An d 
n o b r ide wa s th ere. Th ey wa ited . Tim e wa s pa s s in g. If th e 
b r ide d id n ot com e s oon , it wou ld be too la te to get h om e 
th a t n igh t . Two of th e elders of th e b r idegroom 's fa m ily 
cros s ed th e r iver , a n d h a s ten ed to th e b r ide's h ou s e. 
Arr ived a t th e door , th e ch ief d rew h is ya ta gh a n , a n d 
hammered on it with the hilt.  



"What do you want?"  
"I've come for the bride."  
"Go away. There is no bride here."  
"You give me that bride, or I'll cut your heart out."  
"There's no bride here, I tell you!"  
"There is."  
"There isn't."  
"Th ey ca lled down cu rs es on on e a n oth er a n d h u r led 

insults: "Ken e bir kenit " (Dog and son of a dog).  
Th e Dja kova n th u n dered b lows u pon th e door a n d 

delivered his ultimatum:  
"I'll bu rn you r h ou s e I'll cu t you r liver ou t . You give 

m e th a t b r ide, or I'll fetch u p th ir ty m en a n d we'll bu rn 
the whole village down."  

Th e Pr izren you th es ca ped by th e ba ck door a n d 
h u rr ied to th e h ea d of th e villa ge. "Two m en h a ve com e, 
and want to steal my sister," he said.  

"Two! Drive them away."  
"Bu t th ey s a y th ir ty will com e a n d bu rn down th e 

village."  
"Thirty! Have you promised her?"  
"Yes; but " He tried to explain.  
"Ca n 't h elp th a t . I ca n 't h a ve th e villa ge bu rn t 

beca u s e of you r s is ter . You p rom is ed h er . Ha n d h er over 
at once."  

Back he went.  
"Look h ere, you s h a ll h a ve h er a ll r igh t , bu t n ot to-

day. She isn't ready. Her hair isn't dyed black yet. She "  
"Oh , you go a lon g! Th ere is p len ty of h a ir -dye in our 

place. Bring her out, or I'll fetch up the others!"  
An d b rou gh t ou t s h e wa s . An d s o th e Dja kova n 

acquired a beautiful bride and got rid of his ugly sister.  

  



 
CHAPTER X 
PRIZREN  

        "Onamo, onamo, 
         Da vidju Przren!" 
(Onward, onward, let me see Prizren.)  
              H.R.H. NIKOLA, of Montenegro.   

THE firs t s t rem a we h a d en ga ged to ta ke u s to 
Pr izren wa s requ is it ion ed by a Mos lem Bey a t th e la s t 
moment. We got off, finally, one morning at 8.30 A.M.  

Th e roa d , qu ite a decen t on e, followed u p th e left 
ba n k of th e Eren ik a s fa r a s Ura Terzijit (th e Ta ilors ' 
Bridge) a gra n d s ton e b r idge of eleven a rch es s a id to 
h a ve been bu ilt th ree h u n dred yea rs a go by th e ta ilors of 
Djakova and Prizren.  

Ford in g th e r iver , we d rove u p th e r igh t ba n k , a n d 
s t ru ck a cros s to th e Wh ite Dr in . Eren ik join s Dr in 
through a narrow gully, where a hill arises from the plain, 
a n d is s pa n n ed by a lofty b r idge of on e la rge a rch , Ura 
Fs h a it . Ou r d r iver s u dden ly loa ded h is Ma r t in i, a n d 
ru s h ed off to s h oot a t two wild -gees e on th e r iver . It 
proved a wild-goose chase.  

We d rove a lon g th e p la in , on Dr in 's r igh t ba n k , 
pa s s in g on ou r left a Mos lem villa ge, Dju r th a , a n d on ou r 
righ t a n oth er , Ra gova , both with m os qu es . Ford in g Drin , 
we h a lted a t m idda y a t Ha n Kru s h a , a n ewly-bu ilt in n of 
m u d b r icks , wh os e Mos lem own ers were m os t civil. Th en 
on over la n d th a t wa s fa ir ly cu lt iva ted a n d looked fer t ile
m a ize, corn , a n d toba cco a n d th rou gh Piron a , a la rge 
Mos lem villa ge, u p over r is in g grou n d , a n d th ere la y 
Pr izren in th e va lley below, with th e ru in s of a n old ca s t le 
a n d th e wh ite wa lls of m odern ba rra cks on th e h eigh t 
beyond.  

For tu n e wa s fa vou r in g m e beyon d m y des er ts . 
Pr izren wa s a n oth er of m y d rea m cit ies , a n d I beh eld it 
with my waking eyes.  

Pr in ce Nich ola s ' s on g th e s on g th a t en s h r in es in a 
few vers es th e Grea t Servia n Idea th e s on g th a t every 
Serb s ch ool-ch ild kn ows , "On wa rd , on wa rd , let m e s ee 
Pr izren ," ra n g in m y m em ory. I h a d s een th e t r ibes m en of 
Mon ten egro s in g it with tea rs in th eir eyes . I h a d h ea rd it 
s ecret ly s u n g in Bos n ia , wh ere it is forb idden by th e 
Austrian Government.  



After th e Ru s s ia n -Tu rk is h wa r , wh en th e bea ten 
Tu rk h a d to yield to Eu rope's dem a n ds , th e dea res t h ope 
of th e Serb peop le wa s th a t Pr izren , th e h ea r t of th e old 
Servia n Em pire, th e ca p ita l of Ts a r Du s h a n , wou ld 
shortly again be theirs.  

Pon der in g a ll th es e th in gs , we cla t tered in to th e 
town.  

Prizren is a large town, and highly picturesque. It lies 
both s ides of th e Pr izren s k i Bis t r itza (a t r ibu ta ry of th e 
Dr in ), a n d s p ra wls u p th e m ou n ta in -s ide, from wh ich 
s p ir t a n d gu s h n u m ber les s s t rea m s of clea r , cold wa ter . 
The water supply is quite amazing, and the river would be 
a con s idera b le s ize were it n ot d iver ted in to th ree 
ch a n n els a t d ifferen t levels , wh ich s u pp ly th e town a n d 
work mills.  

Th e s t reets a re very fa ir ly clea n , a n d th e town fu ll of 
life and activity.  

But even the best friend of the Serbs must admit that 
it is a Mos lem Alba n ia n town . Th e Servia n Metropolita n 
h a d a lrea dy la m en ted to m e th a t th e Serbs were in a 
con s idera b le m in or ity, bu t I h a d n ot expected to fin d 
them such a mere drop in the ocean.  

The census just made under the Constitution gives:  

Moslem houses  3500 

Servian houses (with 4320 inhabitants) 950 

 

Catholic Albanian houses  180 

 

Vlah houses  180 

 

In the case of the Christians, I believe these figures 
to be fairly correct. The Prizren Moslems, already alarmed 
at the rumour that Constitution meant loss of privilege to 
them, and determined not to be compelled to give military 
service, were said to have understated the number of 
their houses and to have refused to give the number of 
inhabitants. It could be reckoned, I was told, at ten to a 
house.  

Of th e Mos lem s , s om e a re gen u in e Ottom a n Tu rks , 
settled since early days, but the bulk are Albanian.  

Ea ch n a t ion th a t des ign s to p ick u p th e p ieces , wh en 
Tu rkey in Eu rope bu rs ts u p , keeps a Con s u l on th e s pot . 
A Ru s s ia n rep res en ts Sla v in teres ts , to cla im th e la n d a s 
Old Servia . An a cu te Au s tr ia n is pos ted th ere to forwa rd 
h is cou n try's p la n of "Adva n ce, Au s tr ia ," a n d Ita ly h a s 
h a d to p la n t a m a n to s ee wh a t h e is doin g. Th e Mos lem 
Alba n ia n ob jects to th e p res en ce of a ll of th em , a n d th e 



Tu rk is h Govern m en t im pa r t ia lly gives th em a ll a rm ed 
es cor t . Th ere is s om eth in g t ru ly pa th et ic a bou t th e wa y 
Tu rkey, everywh ere, ca refu lly p rotects th e gen t lem en 
wh os e on ly ra is on d 'êt re is to h a s ten th e d is m em berm en t 
of the land.  

Servia s en t a Con s u l s om e yea rs a go bu t h e wa s 
almost immediately forced to withdraw by the populace.  

Of on e th in g th e popu la ce is determ in ed : th a t is , th a t 
never again shall the land be Serb.  

Th e Mos lem Alba n ia n 's ga m e, h ere a s els ewh ere, h a d 
been to s u ppor t th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t in order to keep 
ou t oth ers , a n d h e wa s a lrea dy growlin g s u llen ly a t th e 
Con s t itu t ion , a s offer in g equ a lity to Ch r is t ia n Sla vs , a n d 
therefore threatening Albanian power.  

Th e lea d in g Serbs of th e town k in d ly in vited m e to 
s ta y a t a p r iva te h ou s e, bu t , a s I d id n ot wis h to be 
a t ta ch ed to a n y polit ica l pa r ty, a n d m ea n t to s ee life in 
gen era l, I s ta yed a t a n in n , wh ere folk of a ll s or ts ca m e to 
drink.  

Sep tem ber 1s t s a w a ll th e s t reets ga y with fla gs , 
tissue-pa per ch a in s a n d fa n s , for th e Su lta n 's a cces s ion 
da y. I ca lled , a t th e correct h ou r , a t th e Sera lio. Over th e 
en tra n ce ga te is a grea t wooden s ta r , th e ra ys of va ryin g 
len gth , with t in y cres cen t m oon s on th eir t ip s (is it rea lly 
th e s u n a n d m oon ?). Th e ya rd wa s fu ll of Niza m s , 
gen da rm es , a n d officia ls in th eir bes t . Ups ta irs , th e Va li-
Pa s h a , gorgeou s with m eda ls a n d decora t ion s , wa s 
receiving in state.  

Th e Con s u ls were p res en t in u n iform . Th e police 
officer , wh o s h owed d ir ty ra gged m e in , s a id th a t th e Va li-
Pa s h a s poke Serb . He tu rn ed ou t to be a Herzegovin ia n 
from Treb in je. We got on bea u t ifu lly. He h a d expected m e 
before. Scu ta r i h a d wa rn ed h im of m y a pproa ch . Ha d 
h ea rd of m e from Dja kova , a n d s en t s u va rr is to m eet m e, 
but I had disappeared. I explained I had been to Devich in 
a cart, without escort. I relied on the besa, and wanted no 
es cor ts . He h a s ten ed to s a y th a t pea ce a n d p ros per ity 
were established for evermore. I congratulated the Sultan, 
and was given a glass of pink syrup.  

Th e Va li-Pa s h a wa s a m a zed a t th e rou te I h a d 
chosen. I could have come in comfort, he said, by steamer 
from Scu ta r i to Sa lon ik i, th en ce by ra il, qu ite a lla fra n ga , 
to Fer izovich , a n d d r iven in a ca r r ia ge to Pr izren . For 
h im s elf, h e n ever wen t u p cou n try u n les s ob liged I n ever 
fou n d a Tu rk is h govern or th a t d id . Th e wild -ca t m eth ods 



of th e En glis h were beyon d h im . I m igh t go wh ere I 
pleased, but "sooner you than I" was his attitude.  

Ha vin g th u s a dver t is ed to a u th or ity th e con fiden ce 
wh ich th e Br it is h Em pire pu t in th e n ew order of th in gs , I 
did not expound my private opinion, which was then, that 
the Turkish Empire was playing possibly the first scene of 
th e la s t a ct of it s t ra gic exis ten ce, bu t with d rew. An d 
u n lu ck ily ju s t m is s ed a fa rcica l in ter lu de, for th e ch ief 
a ccou n ta n t , a ccu s ed of em bezzlin g pu b lic fu n ds , wa s 
a t ta cked a n d ch ivied from th e town with a petroleu m ca n 
on his head.  

It wa s a gen era l h olida y, ba n ds pom -pom m ed a ll 
n igh t . Th e h ea t wa s in ten s e, a n d s leep im pos s ib le. I d id 
n ot get to th e ba za r t ill 7 .30 A.M. n ext m orn in g, a 
scandalously late hour in these lands.  

It is a grand bazar. Worth all the journey, for as yet it 
is bu t lit t le s poiled with a lla fra n ga . Th e gold em broidery 
is n ot to be s u rpa s s ed a n ywh ere; th e ta ilors ' s h ops a re a 
b la ze of gorgeou s colou r a n d des ign . Ha d it n ot been for 
th e d ifficu lt ies of t ra n s por t , I s h ou ld h a ve ru in ed m ys elf. 
As for th e ca rved wa ln u t-wood fra m es in la id with s ilver , 
they are the finest work of the kind I have seen anywhere. 
It wa s in Pr izren in th e olden da ys th a t th e fin es t a r t is ts 
in gold a n d s ilver in la y flou r is h ed , a n d tu rn ed ou t 
ya ta gh a n s a n d gu n ba rrels fit for fa iry p r in ces , a n d from 
th en ce th ey s p rea d in to Bos n ia . Th e s o-ca lled Bos n ia n 
in la y is m a in ly of Alba n ia n or igin , a n d m u ch of it a ctu a lly 
Albanian handicraft.  

Th e dem a n d for very fin e work is n ow s ligh t alla 
fra n ga will m a ybe s oon k ill it bu t th ere a re s t ill in Prizren 
workmen who can execute it.  

Th e m a in t ra de is in rou gh a n d ch ea p orn a m en ts for 
the peasants. The silver-workers are all Christian.  

I wa n dered u p a n d down a n d in a n d ou t th e lon g 
wooden tu n n els of th e ba za r s t reets , da rk with h ot , r ich 
shadow, glowing with goods.  

Gen t ia n root a n d ir is root a re h ea ped a t th e 
h erba lis ts ', b la ck n u ts for th e b la ck h a ir -dye of th e 
Christians and logwood for the red of the Moslems, henna 
for th e pa lm s a n d fin ger-n a ils . Th ree-corn ered a m u lets 
s ewn u p in velvet , s t r in gs of d r ied ba m ia s for s tewin g, 
jeleks a n d d jem a da n s r ich ly em broidered with th ick 
orange silk cord, horse-trappings with scarlet tassels, and 
gay saddlebags.  



Ou t in th e b ig open s pa ces , in a glory of golden ligh t , 
were p iled ton s of gra pes , pea ch es , m elon s , pumpkins, 
gou rds , glowin g h ea ps of s ca r let a n d ora n ge tom a toes , 
s h in y pa pr ika s , yellow, green , a n d red , b la ck pu rp le 
pa ta ja n s (a u bergin es ), lon g green ba m ia s , ca bba ge, 
lettuces, beans, in Arabian Nights profusion. Then I heard 
th e Ea s t a -ca llin g, a n d cr ied in m y h ea r t , a s I th ou gh t of 
th e Powers th a t crou ch ed like bea s ts of p rey u pon th e 
frontier ready to spring and shatter this world:

   

"Confound their politics, 
Frustrate their knavish tricks."   

I rem em bered th e words of a n old Alba n ia n , s poken 
lon g before Con s t itu t ion da ys : "Th e Tu rk is h Em pire is a n 
old h ou s e, deca yed a n d cru m blin g. It is p ropped with in 
a n d with ou t , a n d will s ta n d for wh o kn ows h ow lon g. Bu t 
if a n y on e t r ies to repa ir it , a n d m oves bu t on e p rop but 
on e b r ick even it will fa ll a bou t h is ea rs . It is too la te to 
repa ir it ." An d th e pea ce th a t reign ed in th e ba za r s eem ed 
the hush before the storm.  

"Constitution justice" was much discussed. On one of 
th e fes t iva l da ys to celeb ra te th e Con s t itu t ion , a Mos lem 
za p t ieh h a d m a de a n a t tem pt on a Ch r is t ia n m a iden for 
wh ich h e h a d been con dem n ed to be flogged s o s everely 
th a t h e d ied th e n ext da y. En cou ra ged by th is , a Serb 
za p t ieh h a d th en a r res ted a Mos lem for th eft , a n d h a d 
been expelled from th e town a n d th e s ervice. Serb 
za p t ieh s were on ly to a r res t Ch r is t ia n s . A Mos lem wh o 
h a d s h ot a m a n a t Mitrovitza h a d been h a n ged a t on ce 
with ou t t r ia l. Th is a fforded s a t is fa ct ion to th e Ch r is t ia n s , 
u n t il it t ra n s p ired th a t th e s h oot in g wa s rea lly a pu re 
a cciden t , th en th e Mos lem s were en ra ged . Th e You n g 
Turks were suffering from trop de zèle.  

Next da y I wa s to d in e a t th e Servia n Bogos lovia 
(Th eologica l Sch ool) a t n oon . At 10 .30 in ru s h ed Ma rko, 
"You will n ot be a b le to d in e with th e Serbs . Th ere is a 
revolu t ion !" I ru s h ed ou t to s ee. Th e a la rm h a d a lrea dy 
been given . In ten m in u tes every s h op wa s s h u t a n d 
ba rred , a n d a ll th e Mos lem s fu lly a rm ed were ru s h in g 
down th e s t reet to th e Sera lio, led by Sh err if Effen d i, a 
very popu la r Hod ja , a ccla im ed a s th eir h ea d by th e 
Moslems of Prizren and Ljuma.  

Th e a rm ed crowd s wu n g down th e s t reet in a pa ck , 
like wolves on th e t ra il a fa r fin er s h ow th a n th e few 



ra gged Niza m s th a t followed . Th e a ir wa s fu ll of ru m ou rs . 
Sh err if wa s s a id to be res pon s ib le for th e expu ls ion of th e 
Serb za p t ieh . He a n d h is were p repa red to defen d the 
Sh er ia t (Tu rk is h la w) a t a n y p r ice, a n d wou ld tolera te n o 
p r ivileges for th e Ch r is t ia n s . Th ey retu rn ed s h or t ly, 
satisfied that no immediate attempt would be made on it.  

Th e fa ct th a t th e wh ole popu la t ion ca n tu rn ou t 
u n der a rm s with in ten m in u tes gives a n idea of th e 
pos s ib ilit ies of th e town . Like a cou ch a n t t iger , b r illia n t , 
b iza r re, a n d bea u t ifu l, it is ever rea dy to s p r in g. Un like 
th e t iger , it is in du s tr iou s . Ha vin g decided n ot to revolu te 
fu r th er , for th e t im e bein g, th e wh ole crowd wa s a t work 
aga in a t th e va r iou s p r im it ive m a n u fa ctu res of th e p la ce, 
s h ops reopen ed , a n d ea t in g-h ou s es in fu ll s win g in 
another hour's time.  

I wen t off to th e Servia n Bogos lovia . Th e Director , h is 
wife, a n d th ree ch ild ren were recen t ly a r r ived from 
Belgra de. Th ey received m e with th e grea tes t h os p ita lity; 
were a fra id th e revolu t ion wou ld p reven t m y com in g. Th e 
poor lady, terrified of the Albanians, was amazed to hear I 
had been out to see it.  

Th e s ch ool, a fin e bu ild in g, recen t ly en la rged a n d 
repa ired , h olds a h u n dred s tu den ts . Ma n y com e from 
Mon ten egro even . I wen t over it s a d ly. It s eem ed s h eer 
folly to m a ke a la rge a n d cos t ly Serb th eologica l s ch ool in 
a Mos lem Alba n ia n town , a n d to im por t m a s ters a n d 
s tu den ts , wh en fu n ds a re s o u rgen t ly n eeded to develop 
free Serb lands.  

Th e wh ite ca s t le of Ts a r La za r wa s bu t a d rea m in 
th e n igh t of th e pa s t . Arou n d u s in th e da yligh t wa s th e 
Alba n ia n popu la t ion , wa it in g, u n der a rm s , to defen d th e 
land that had been theirs in the beginning of time.  

An old Ba r ia k ta r , eigh ty yea rs of a ge, in th e 
m ou n ta in s , h a d , bu t a few weeks before, told m e h ow 
Pr in ce Nikola , flu s h ed with victory, a t th e clos e of th e wa r 
in 1877 , h a d s a id to h im : "You a n d I will live to s ee m y 
fla g floa t over Pr izren !" "An d n eith er h e n or I will ever live 
to see it," said the old man.  

We s a t down to a regu la r Serb d in n er , th e fir s t I h a d 
ea ten for m ore th a n a yea r k is elo ch orba (s ou r s ou p), 
fr ied ch icken pa pr ika , k is elo m leko (s ou r m ilk ), a ll 
excellen t of it s k in d . Th e Director kn ew a ll a bou t m e, a n d 
rega rded m e a s th e ch a m pion of th e Serbs in En gla n d . I 
accepted his hospitality unhappily, for I felt that, so far as 
Pr izren a n d its n eigh bou rh ood were con cern ed , th e ca u s e 



wa s los t , dea d a n d gon e a s los t a s is Ca la is to En gla n d , 
a n d th e En glis h cla im to Norm a n dy. An d th e m ere ter ror 
of h is wife s h owed h ow com pletely s h e felt h ers elf a 
s t ra n ger in a n u n kn own la n d . Yet I cou ld n ot bu t a dm ire 
th e im a gin a t ive n a tu re of th e Serb , wh o will lea d a for lorn 
hope and face death for an idea.  

And for I do n ot kn ow th e h ow m a n yeth t im e I 
cu rs ed th e Ber lin Trea ty, wh ich d id n ot a wa rd to th is 
peop le th e t ru ly Serb la n ds of Bos n ia a n d th e 
Herzegovin a , wh ere th ey cou ld h a ve ga th ered th eir 
s ca t tered forces a n d developed , bu t ga ve th em to be 
crushed under Austria.  

I left the poor little Serb quarter the houses clustered 
on th e h ills ide a rou n d th e two ch u rch es (for th ere is a n 
old a n d a n ew on e), a n d th e s ch ool a n d fou n d Ma rko 
wa it in g m e with ou t . He is th e wor th ies t a n d k in d lies t of 
s ou ls , bu t ra ce in s t in ct , th a t s t ron ges t of a ll h u m a n 
passions, prevails he does not like the Shkia (Slav).  

Th e rea l policy of Serb a n d Alba n ia n s h ou ld be to 
u n ite, a n d keep th e foreign in t ru ders from th e Ba lka n 
Peninsula. But this will never be.  

Poor Ma rko wou ld n ever a dm it to m e th a t th ere were 
any Serbs in Prizren. "What is that man?" I would ask.  

"A native."  
"What do you mean by a native?"  
"He was born here."  
"Yes, but is he a Serb or Albanian?"  
"La dy, th ere a re n o Serbs h ere. Th is is a n Alba n ia n 

town."  
Fu r th er p res s ed , h e wou ld a dm it : "Perh a ps h e 

belon gs to th a t s ch is m a t ic Ch u rch . I kn ow n oth in g a bou t 
h is religion ." An d th is , th ou gh Serb cos tu m e a n d s peech 
were unmistakable.  

Of ea r ly Servia n da ys , n a u gh t n ow rem a in s bu t th e 
ru in s s a id to be th os e of Ts a r Du s h a n 's wh ite tower . I 
wen t in s ea rch of th em u p th e va lley of th e Pr izren s k i 
Bis t r itza (ca lled a ls o Ka ra Potok), a lon g th e foot of th e h ill 
on wh ich th e for t res s s ta n ds , a n d th rou gh a s u bu rb 
(Kirch Bon a r). We left th e town beh in d u s , a n d followed 
th e lon ely va lley. Below u s , m en were collect in g s tones for 
building pok in g th em ou t of th e h a lf-d r ied bed of th e 
s t rea m with crowba rs , a n d loa d in g th em on pa ckh ors es , 
wh ich filed off to th e town . Th e s ton es , I wa s told , were 
th u s ob ta in ed "rea dy m a de," a n d a ll t rou b le of b la s t in g 
a n d h ewin g s a ved . Bu t th e t im e s pen t in lever in g u p on e 



s ton e, a n d th e im pos s ib ility of loa d in g u p m ore th a n 
a bou t a dozen la rge on es on a pa ck-s a dd le, m a de th e 
labour and loss of time quite appalling.  

Abou t h a lf-an-h ou r u p th e va lley, it tu rn s s u dden ly, 
a n d th e rocky cra g on wh ich s ta n d th e rem a in s of 
Du s h a n 's ca s t le com es in to view, r is in g is ola ted in a r in g 
of m ou n ta in s , th e grea t Sh a r Pla n in a r is in g u p beh in d . 
Lonely and ruined, only a wall or two and some fragments 
rem a in of th e wh ite tower of th e ba lla ds a s wrecked a s 
h is Em pire. Here h e s a t , a n d d ra n k red win e with h is 
Voyvoda s . Hen ce h e rode with a grea t a rm y to s wa y th e 
fortunes of the Balkans.  

I tu rn ed from th e des ola te "s ic t ra n s it " s pot , a n d , 
retu rn in g down th e va lley, fou n d th e wom en of Pr izren on 
th e r iver ba n k , b lea ch in g h a n d-woven lin en in th e s u n , 
a n d s p r in k lin g it with fres h s p r in g wa ter , a s th ey h a ve 
done doubtless since the days of Dushan.  

I decided th a t th e bes t wa y of s eein g Kos ovo p la in 
wou ld be to d r ive over it with a Serb d r iver , th e m a n th a t 
d rove u s to Devich . Lea vin g m os t of m y s ca n ty 
pos s es s ion s with th e h a n jee t ill I retu rn ed , we left Pr izren 
a t 4 .20 A.M., in a cold da wn a lem on -yellow ga s h a bove 
th e h or izon m a rk in g wh ere th e s leepy s u n wou ld s oon 
a r is e, a s we d rove th rou gh a la rge Mos lem gra veya rd th a t 
lay desolate on either hand.  

The first village of any size was Korisha, all Christian, 
con s is t in g pa r t ly of Serbs a n d pa r t ly of Rom a n Ca th olic 
Alba n ia n s from Fa n d i. Above it , u p a va lley on th e r igh t , 
is a large Serb church, Sveti Marko.  

On , pa s t s ca t tered grou ps of h ou s es with in 
stockades, land cultivated with maize and tobacco, across 
th e lit t le r iver Sofin a , a n d over a low ra n ge of h ills , we 
wen t , a n d des cen ded to Su h a Reka (lit . d ry r iver ), a la rge 
villa ge wh ich , in s p ite of it s Serb n a m e, is n ow, according 
to th e Serb d r iver , a ll Mos lem Alba n ia n . A b la ck a n d 
wh ite m a s s of m a gp ies wa s fea s t in g on th e s t in k in g 
ca rca s e of a h ors e a t th e en tra n ce, a n d ros e s crea m in g a s 
we pa s s ed . We cros s ed th e s t rea m (by n o m ea n s a d ry 
r iver ) on a wooden b r idge. Th en we a s cen ded a ga in , a n d 
d rove over a grea t p la tea u of s cru b -oa k . On th e left , we 
passed Pechanj, a Moslem village, and Dulje, consisting of 
stockaded groups on either side of the road. The road was 
a ctu a lly bein g re-m a de; m en were work in g on it in th ree 
places , a n d n ew s ton e b r idges were bein g bu ilt . Wh a t wa s 
don e wa s rea lly very good ; of th e res t , th e les s s a id th e 



bet ter . We pa s s ed over Ch a fa Du lja s h , a n d des cen ded 
in to th e bea u t ifu l wooded va lley of th e Crn oleva , a n d 
h a lted for m idda y a t Ha n Crn oleva , a n Alba n ia n h ou s e. 
Th e p la ce-n a m es , it will be n oted , a re a ll Serb . Th e d r iver , 
h im s elf a Serb , s a id regretfu lly th a t everywh ere th e 
majority of the population is Albanian.  

We des cen ded th e va lley, r ich with beech fores ts on 
eith er s ide, to St im lje, a very la rge villa ge, wh en ce th e 
m a in roa d lea ds to Fer izovich a n d th e ra ilwa y. Th ere 
s p rea d ou t , bu rn t , a n d pa rch ed before u s for m iles a n d 
miles, was Kosovo-polje, the fatal field on which the Turks 
gained the victory that established them, even to this day, 
in Europe the Armageddon of the Servian people.  

"Kosovo-polje," s a id th e Serb b r iefly. It s u m m ed u p 
a ll th e fa te of h is ra ce. In th e s p r in g every yea r , h e a dded , 
a ll th e u n p lou gh ed la n d is covered with b lood-red flowers 
that grow in memory of the fight; they are sent by God.  

We s t ru ck a cros s th e grea t p la in , u n cu lt iva ted , 
des ola te, a n d u n du la t in g; th e pa rch ed tu r f wa s s p lit in to 
ya wn in g cra cks by th e d rou gh t , th e s cru b h a wth orn 
bu rn t b rown , th e t ra ck du s ty, a n d we rea ch ed th e 
Sitn itza , cra wlin g s h r ivelled between ba n ks of cra cked 
mud the river that once ran red with the blood of heroes.  

"Th y Milos h , O la dy, fell by th e cold wa ters of th e 
Sitn itza , wh ere m a n y Tu rks per is h ed . He left a n a m e to 
th e Servia n peop le th a t will be s u n g s o lon g a s th ere a re 
m en a n d Kos ovo field" ru n s th e ba lla d . Over th is d rea ry 
p la in s p rea d th e Tu rk is h a rm y, "s teed by s teed , wa rr ior 
by wa rr ior ; th e s pea rs were like u n to a b la ck fores t ; th e 
ba n n ers like th e clou ds , th eir ten ts like th e s n ows ; h a d 
ra in fa llen from th e h ea ven s it wou ld h a ve d ropped , n ot 
upon the earth, but upon goodly steeds and warriors."  

After Sitn itza we pa s s ed s evera l s tocka ded villa ges
a ll Mos lem a n d th e ea r th looked b la ck a n d fa t , bu t th e 
p la in a s a wh ole la cks wa ter . We p lodded cea s eles s ly on 
th rou gh h ea t a n d du s t , s eem in g to get n o fa r th er . 
Su dden ly th ere wa s th e iron t ra ck of th e ra ilwa y an 
im pos s ib le a n a ch ron is m s tretch in g a s fa r a s th e eye 
cou ld s ee on eith er h a n d a cros s ou r pa th . "Th e ra ilwa y!" I 
cr ied . "Th ere is n o ra ilwa y h ere, la dy," s a id th e dozin g 
Ma rko s olem n ly. Ou r s t rem a bu m ped over th e ra ils ; h e 
ga zed a t th em : "Dea r God!" h e cr ied , a n d cou ld s ca rce 
believe h is eyes . We rea ch ed Lipa n j, th e s ta t ion , wh ich 
wa s crowded with bu ffa lo-ca r ts loa ded with s a cks of 
m a ize, wa it in g for th e n ext t ra in to Sa lon ik i. Th ree t ra in s 



ru n u p a n d th ree down every week , a n d n on e on 
Su n da ys . Ma rko m ou rn ed th e da ys wh en a ll goods ca m e 
down on pa ckbea s ts to Scu ta r i. Th is ra il h a d k illed 
Scu ta r i, a n d in deed a ll th e t ra n s por t t ra de of Nor th 
Alba n ia . We left it a n d a ll s ign of th e twen t ieth cen tu ry, 
a n d rea ch ed th e borders of th e p la in u p over low, 
pa rch ed , du s ty h ills , a n d a t la s t s a w th e cu pola s of th e 
Monastery of Grachanitza rising from the valley below. We 
arrived there at 5 P.M.  

The imposing red and white church towered above us 
a s we d rove th rou gh a ra m s h a ck le wooden ga tewa y in to 
th e m on a s tery grou n ds , rou n d wh ich s tood two old 
buildings, and one new and unfinished.  

Th e old Sta res h in a , a jerom on a h , a n d a you n g 
d ja kon , s u rp r is ed a n d h os p ita b le, ca m e ou t to greet m e, 
a n d we were s oon s it t in g in th e m on a s tery ba lcon y 
oppos ite th e ch u rch , wh os e m ellow ton es glowed in th e 
a ftern oon ligh t . My com pa n ion s h a d h a d on e foreign 
vis itor before. Th ey th ou gh t h e wa s Fren ch , bu t "h e cou ld 
n ot ta lk ." I cou ld , a n d th eir joy wa s grea t . Th ey a s ked of 
th e grea t wor ld beyon d th e Tu rk is h fron t iers ; if it were 
true that there was a railway that went underground, and 
a n oth er th a t wa s on th e roofs of h ou s es of elect r icity a n d 
m otor ca rs . An d we ta lked of Grea t Servia a n d Kos ovo-
polje. For from th e Mon a s tery of Gra ch a n itza ca m e for th 
th e m on ks wh o ga ve th e Com m u n ion to a ll th e a rm y of 
Tsar Lazar before the fatal fight, and the great church is a 
monument of pre-Turkish days.  

It wa s fou n ded by Kin g Milu t in (1275-1321), wh o 
p la n ted h is victor iou s s ta n da rd even on Mou n t Ath os
fa th er of Stefa n Dech a n s k i, a n d gra n dfa th er of th e grea t 
Stefa n Du s h a n , s a id th e Sta res h in a . Bu ilt of la rge s ton e 
blocks, with two courses of narrow red-tile bricks between 
each horizontal course and one between each upright, the 
red a n d wh ite effect is or igin a l a n d bea u t ifu l; th e wide 
m ou ld in gs a re a ll of b r icks in pa t tern s ; th e n a rrow, 
round-h ea ded win dows h a ve h err in g-bon ed b r ickwork 
above them; there is a high central dome, and a small one 
at each of the four corners.  

Th e or igin a l bu ild in g wa s n ea r ly s qu a re, with a n 
a ps e, bu t a la rge n a r th ex wa s a dded two h u n dred yea rs 
la ter , wh ich s om ewh a t s poils th e a ppea ra n ce of th e 
building, as it is inferior in style.  

Th e in ter ior is fres coed with s a in ts , ga u n t a n d 
Byza n t in e, on a grou n d wh ich is n ow n ea r ly b la ck . Th e 



cen tra l dom e is born e on fou r la rge s qu a re p iers , on th e 
r igh t h a n d on e of wh ich is Kin g Milu t in , a n d on th e left 
h is Qu een , s is ter of a Byza n t in e Em peror , s t iff a n d 
gorgeou s in th eir roya l robes th e Qu een with a h u ge 
jewelled gold crown a n d la rge rou n d pen da n ts (or ea r -
r in gs ), reca llin g th os e of th e Herzegovin ia n pea s a n t 
women th e Kin g lon g-fa ced , with a poin ted bea rd . On e of 
th e p iers is h ollow, a n d a s teep a n d n a rrow s ta irca s e 
in s ide it lea ds u p to a s m a ll ch a pel in th e roof, with a 
window giving into the church said to have been made for 
th e roya l fa m ily to h ea r Ma s s from , th ou gh h ow th ey 
m a n a ged to clim b on a s tool a n d s qu eeze th rou gh th a t 
door a n d u p th a t s ta irca s e in th os e roya l robes I do n ot 
know.  

Th e lower pa r ts of a ll th e fres coes a re m u ch 
da m a ged , a s th e Tu rks u s ed th e ch u rch a s a s ta b le, a n d 
u n t il a h u n dred yea rs a go it wa s s evera l feet deep with 
m u d a n d m a n u re. Th e u pper on es a re fa ir ly p res erved 
a n d a re s a id , p roba b ly with t ru th , to be con tem pora ry 
with th e bu ild in g of th e ch u rch a t a n y ra te th ey a re p re-
Kosovo (1389), and have not suffered restoration.  

Th e ta ll s lit s of win dows a dm it lit t le ligh t . Th e 
in ter ior is d im , with fa ded colou r a n d em brown ed gold
old-wor ld , ba rba r ic, decora t ive. Ar t to be decora t ive m u s t 
be ba rba r ic. Wh en it becom es "civilized" it becom es 
a n æ m ic, a n d cra wls feeb ly in pa llid m a u ves a n d green s , 
with lon g s p in d le s ta lks th a t la ck vita lity to th row ou t 
m ore th a n on e or two a t roph ied lea ves . It h a s los t red 
blood and the joy of life.  

In th e m ore recen t n a r th ex a re fres coes of St . Sa va 
a n d h is fa th er St . Sim eon , th e fir s t of th e Nem a n ja lin e of 
Kin gs th a t led Servia to glory; it en ded with Ts a r Du s h a n . 
Servia rose with the Nemanjas and fell with them.  

St . Sim eon is p ictu red n ot a s k in g, bu t in a grey 
cloa k a s m on k of Mou n t Ath os , wh ith er h e ret ired . He is 
h ooded , a n d wea rs a m ou s ta ch e a n d a bea rd in two 
poin ts . St . Sa va , fir s t Bis h op of Servia , is in h is b is h op 's 
robes . Un like th e p res en t Bis h ops of th e Or th odox 
Ch u rch , h is h ea d is ton s u red , th e wh ole crown s h a ven , 
bu t th e locks below left lon g a n d cu r lin g to th e s h ou lders . 
He, too, wea rs m ou s ta ch e a n d bea rd . Both h a ve lon g 
fa ces , a n d th e lon g a qu ilin e n os e with th e d roop in g t ip s o 
ch a ra cter is t ic of th e fa ir Alba n ia n . Th is is a cu r iou s fa ct , 
a s th e pa in t in gs a re u n dou b ted ly, very old , a n d th ou gh 
n ot con tem pora ry por t ra its (St . Sa va d ied in 1237), yet 



Byza n t in e a r t is s o extra ord in a r ily con s erva t ive th a t it is 
pos s ib le th ey a re t ra d it ion a l liken es s es . For th e Nem a n ja 
s tem s p ra n g from th e Zeta (Mon ten egro, th e d is t r ict 
wh ere th e m in glin g of Serb a n d Alba n ia n b lood s eem s 
m os t m a rked). Is it too fa n cifu l to s u gges t th a t it wa s to a 
da s h of Alba n ia n b lood th a t th e victor iou s Nem a n ja s 
owed th eir s u cces s a n d th e Mon ten egr in s th eir 
in depen den ce? Th e n ow dwin d led a n d pover ty-stricken 
m on a s tery form er ly pos s es s ed a p r in t in g-p res s , a n d 
p r in ted m a n y ch u rch books , a few of wh ich it s t ill 
preserves.   

 

Frescoes in the Narthex of the Monastery Church,  
Gracanica, Kosovo Vilayet.  

Th e th ree eccles ia s ts m ou rn ed th e pa s t a n d were 
h opeles s of th e fu tu re. Th ey, a n d th e you n g s ch oolm a s ter 
wh o h a d join ed u s , took m e ou t to s ee th e villa ge th a t 
a d join s th e m on a s tery. It con s is ts of a bou t s even ty 
s tocka ded "h ou s es ," fifteen of wh ich h a ve recen t ly been 
ta ken by Mos lem Alba n ia n s , th e res t a ll Or th odox Serbs . 
Ma n y of th es e "h ou s es " a re za d ru ga s (com m u n a l grou ps ). 
I asked to see one. The Stareshina, having first shouted to 
a n old wom a n feed in g p igs from a petroleu m ca n to ca ll 
off th e dogs , we en tered a n d were h ea r t ily welcom ed . Th e 
m a in h ou s e, recen t ly rebu ilt , wa s fa ir ly s m a r t , with a n ew 
t iled roof wh ich p rojected fa r in fron t , a n d form ed a 
vera n da h u n der wh ich we s a t . It , like m os t of th e h ou s es 



wh ere s ton e is s ca rce, wa s a fra m e-h ou s e of m u d a n d 
wa t t le. I ta ke th is to be on e of th e ea r lies t types ; th a t of 
chepchis (mud bricks) seems a later development.  

On th e left a h ou s e ju s t begu n s h owed th e m eth od of 
con s tru ct ion . Th e h ou s e is m erely a la rge fra m e of 
u n s h a ped bea m s , res t in g on a ba s e of th ree cou rs es of 
u n h ewn s ton es . Th e u p r igh ts a re rou gh ly m or t is ed in to 
th e h or izon ta ls . Th e cros s -bea m s between th e m a in 
u p r igh ts a re qu ite ch ild is h ly p la ced , with n o s cien ce of 
h ow to s u ppor t a n d s t ren gth en th e bu ild in g. On to th is 
fra m e a re fa s ten ed th e wa t t le wa lls , a n d th e wh ole is 
th ick ly s m ea red with m u d , a n d s m ooth ly fin is h ed . In 
quite small sheds the uprights are driven straight into the 
ground, and the wattle wound round them.  

On th e r igh t of th e m a in h ou s e (A) were th ree s m a ll 
a n d m u ch rou gh er h ou s es (B), th e s leep in g room s of th e 
th ree m a rr ied s on s . C wa s a h u t of wa t t le n ot m u dded , a s 
it wa s th e da iry, a n d a th rou gh d ra u gh t n eeded . D, D 
were two ca t t les h eds , a n d E, E th e u s u a l Ba lka n wa t t led 
m a ize ba rn . Nea r th e ca t t les h eds were s om e s t ra w r icks 
a n d th e u s u a l rou n d wa t t led h en h ou s e (F), a n d th e wh ole 
was surrounded by a high stockade, as before described.   

 

Plan of Servian Zadruga Grachanitza.  



Th e old la dy wore h er b la ck h a ir in a very th ick p la it 
on eith er s ide of th e fa ce, dou b led ba ck s o a s to m a ke a 
s olid b lock , wh ich , with a fla t d ra pery on th e top of th e 
h ea d , ga ve a n odd , s qu a re, Egyp t ia n effect . Her 
s h ir ts leeves were m os t bea u t ifu lly em broidered ; s h e wore 
a lit t le b la ck k ilted fr ill rou n d h er wa is t a n d a s ca r let 
a p ron . Th e da u gh ters -in-la w a ppea red a n d h er on e 
u n m a rr ied da u gh ter , wh o, we were p rou d ly told , wa s 
betroth ed . Th ey a ll k is s ed m e h ea r t ily, a n d in s is ted on 
m a k in g m e coffee. Th eir in teres t in m e wa s extrem e. 
Never before h a d th ey s een a foreign er , a n d th ey h a d n ot 
th e fa in tes t idea wh en ce I ca m e, for th e n a m e of En gla n d 
a n d th e Br it is h Em pire were u n kn own to th em . Bu t th e 
fa ct th a t it wou ld ta ke m ore th a n th ree weeks to r ide to 
my vilayet on a horse was enough for them.  

My u n m a rr ied con d it ion both ered th em h orr ib ly. 
Th ey d is cu s s ed it ea ger ly, to th e grea t in teres t of th e 
ch u rch m en , wh o were equ a lly cu r iou s bu t too polite to 
a s k . We h a d a r r ived a t qu es t ion s wh ich even in Servia n
were m os t em ba rra s s in gly pers on a l a n d ph ys iologica l, 
wh en lu ck ily on e of th e p igs got it s h ea d ja m m ed in th e 
petroleu m ca n , ru s h ed th u s bon n eted s h r iek in g th rou gh 
th e ya rd , a n d d iver ted th e con vers a t ion . A n u m ber of 
ch ild ren ca m e ou t of th e th ree h u ts , a ll u n u s u a lly clea n 
a n d n ea t , well-grown a n d h ea lth y. Th ey were very 
m a rked ly b roa d-h ea ded a t th e tem ples , a n d s om e were 
a lm os t b lu e-eyed . All were lea rn in g to rea d , wr ite, a n d 
reckon , a n d were given very good ch a ra cters by th e 
schoolmaster.  

Th e la n d wa s a ll worked on th e ch ift lik s ys tem , th e 
workers get t in g th ree-qu a r ters of th e p rofits , th e own er 
s u pp lyin g th e im p lem en ts . Th is s eem ed to m e libera l pa y, 
and I astonished them by saying so. Even the priests were 
u n der th e im pres s ion th a t it wa s on ly u n der th e Tu rks 
th a t th e peop le d id n ot own th e la n d th ey worked . Th eir 
a m a zem en t wa s grea t wh en I exp la in ed rou gh ly h ow th e 
a gr icu ltu ra l la bou rer lived with u s . Th e idea of pa yin g 
ren t a m a zed a n d s h ocked th em . Th ey rega rded work in g 
for a n oth er a s , u n der a n y circu m s ta n ces , "velik i za lu m " 
(grea t tyra n n y). I a s ked wh a t wa s th e ob ject ion s u ppos in g 
on e wa s well pa id . Th ey rep lied , th e m a s ter told th em to 
go h ere a n d fetch s t ra w, a n d to go th ere a n d s ell h a y 
wh en th ey d id n ot wa n t to do it wh en to-m orrow wou ld 
do a s well. Perh a ps for a Ch r is t ia n m a s ter it m igh t be a ll 



r igh t , bu t it wa s a lwa ys very h a rd to work for a n oth er . 
Their master forced them to work on Sunday.  

Abou t th e Con s t itu t ion th ey were h opefu l. Sin ce it 
h a d been s ta r ted th ey h a d lived with ou t fea r . Previou s ly 
th ey h a d a lwa ys fea red robbery a n d a s s a u lt . If th e bea s ts 
were n ot s h u t in s ide th e s tocka de a t n igh t th ey wou ld 
cer ta in ly be s tolen . On ly th ey fea red les t Con s t itu t ion 
m ea n t th a t th e la n d wou ld a lwa ys belon g to th e Tu rks . 
Ma n y peop le h a d left th e n eigh bou rh ood beca u s e of th e 
grea t tyra n n y a n d h a d gon e to Am erica . Ma n y oth ers h a d 
been s h ot . Th ere were m u ch fewer Serbs h ere th a n 
formerly.  

I very h ea r t ily wis h ed good lu ck to th is k in d ly 
hardworkin g fa m ily, a n d left th eir t idy h om es tea d , wh en 
grea t h erds of bu ffa loes , s h eep , a n d goa ts were p lodd in g 
in to th e villa ge in a b lin d in g clou d of du s t wh ich th e 
s et t in g s u n tu rn ed to a golden glory. I wa s gla d to tu rn in 
ea r ly th a t n igh t , for it h a d been a lon g da y cra m m ed with 
n ew exper ien ces . Th e jerom on a h a n d th e s ervin g-man 
woke m e a t five n ext m orn in g by h a m m erin g res pect ively 
on th e s lu n g wooden a n d iron ba r , th a t s erved a s bells , a 
rude rhythm.  

Th e coa ch m a n h a d ba rga in ed to ta ke u s on to 
Pr is h t in a , p rovided we left ea r ly. So a bou t eigh t we s a id 
adieu. I wrote my name in Servian in the monastery book, 
a n d we d rove off. It wa s b it ter ly cold . Up t ill yes terda y th e 
s u m m er h ea t h a d been n ea r ly in tolera b le. Even d r ivin g in 
th e s t rem a I h a d s wea ted th rou gh a ll m y s ca n ty a t t ire. 
Now a u tu m n h a d com e a t a b low, a n d a m os t b it ter win d 
s wep t h ill a n d p la in . After ba rely a n h ou r 's d r ive over two 
low h ills , we s a w Pr is h t in a below u s , ga y with red roofs , 
green t rees , a n d wh ite m in a rets . With in , it is frows y, 
d ir ty, tu mble-down a s h a de bet ter th a n Dja kova , a n d 
that is all that can be said.  

I m a rvelled th a t th e Metropolita n s h ou ld ch oos e to 
reside here rather than at Prizren.  

Th e popu la t ion is m ixed , a n d th e s ta t is t ics 
im pos s ib le to ob ta in , a s every on e ga ve d ifferen t figures. 
Th ere a re a bou t 2500 h ou s es , of wh ich a bou t a qu a r ter 
a re Or th odox. Of th es e m a n y a re Vla h s , n ot Serbs . Th ere 
a re a ls o a con s idera b le n u m ber of Spa n is h J ews some 
s a id a s m a n y a s two h u n dred h ou s es , a n d th ere a re n o 
Rom a n Ca th olics a t a ll. Th e bu lk of th e popu la t ion is 
Mos lem , m os t ly Alba n ia n ; p roba b ly a ls o s om e Mos lem 
Serbs.  



Th e ba za r , pa r t ly roofed , bu t th e roof a ll to p ieces , 
wa s fu ll of foreign ru bb is h of th e ch ea pes t des cr ip t ion
on e of th e ben efits b rou gh t by th e ra ilwa y. Th ere wa s a 
sickening d is p la y of d is ea s ed m ea t in th e bu tch er 's 
qu a r ter . Th e s ilver -workers h ere, a s els ewh ere, were a ll 
Ch r is t ia n . Of on e a Vla h from Mon a s t ir I bou gh t a 
charming little amulet, made of a mole's foot.  

We lodged a t a n in n kep t by a Vla h , wh o, a s I wa s 
s u ch a ra re b ird , m os t k in d ly in vited m e to vis it h is 
p r iva te h ou s e. An d a ll h is fa m ily in th eir bes t th e la d ies 
d res s ed a lla Tu rka received m e with grea t h os p ita lity, 
a n d th e very s t ron ges t ra k ia it h a s ever been m y fa te to 
s a m ple. Ma rko wa s qu ite h a ppy h ere. Th e Alba n ia n a n d 
th e Vla h m eet a s b roth ers . "Vla h s h a ve s weet b lood ," s a id 
Ma rko; "n ot like Sla vs ." "Vla h s a re like u s " s a id a n 
Alba n ia n to m e on ce; "a m a n will m a rry h is da u gh ter to a 
Vlah; but a Slav is different sour through and through."  

Th e Vla h is believed by s om e to be th e des cen da n t of 
th e Rom a n colon is t a n d or igin a l in h a b ita n t . It is pos s ib le 
th a t both Vla h a n d Alba n ia n a re u n con s ciou s ly a wa re 
that "blood is thicker than water."  

Accord in g to p rom is e, I ca lled on h is Gra ce, th e 
Servia n Metropolita n . An d th e s a m e n igh t h e s en t two 
schoolmasters to invite and escort both Marko and myself 
to sup with him.  

Off we wen t , a n d fou n d a la rge pa r ty the 
Metropolita n , h is s ecreta ry th e Arch im a n dr ite, a n d a ll th e 
s ch oolm is t res s es wh o h a d been a t Devich . Th e 
Metropolita n , in th e h igh es t s p ir its a n d m os t fes t ive, 
received u s with bot t led beer , ja m , a n d wa ter . Th e wh ole 
pa r ty h a d on ly ju s t recovered from th e res u lts of Devich . 
Th e s ch oolm is t res s es h a d a ll been violen t ly s ick , or h a d 
ba d colds , a n d th e Metropolita n com pletely kn ocked u p . I 
wa s th e on ly on e wh o h a d got off s cot-free. When the beer 
wa s don e we a d jou rn ed to th e s u pper-room . I wa s p la ced 
a t th e r igh t of th e Metropolita n . Th e Arch im a n dr ite, a 
m os t k in d ly m a n , took Ma rko u n der h is win g. He s poke a 
lit t le Germ a n , a n d , t ryin g to be very fr ien d ly; s a id : "Ach , 
m y dea r Ma rko! You a re a n Alba n ia n ; a n d you h a ve com e 
to see our Old Servia. Ach, but that is very beautiful!"  

Poor Ma rko wa s pa ra lys ed with h orror . To th e 
gen u in e Alba n ia n th e m ere n a m e Old Servia is a s "a red 
rag to a bull."  

We h a d a gra n d "s p rea d ." Th e Metropolita n in s is ted 
th a t , a lla fra n ga , it wa s correct to begin with a h ors 



d 'oeu vre. Th ere en s u ed a grea t s ea rch in th e d in in g-room 
cu pboa rd , a n d th e Metropolita n d is cu s s ed wh ich of m a n y 
m ys ter iou s t in s s h ou ld be open ed . His fin a l s elect ion 
tu rn ed ou t to be pot ted h a m . We em ptied th e t in , a n d 
th en s ta r ted on a va s t d in n er of five cou rs es , a ll good a n d 
extrem ely "fillin g," wa s h ed down with s om e good Servia n 
wh ite win e. An d th e Metropolita n en liven ed th e m ea l with 
humorous tales. It was late before I turned in at the han.  

On th e p la in , ju s t below Pr is h t in a , on th a t fa ta l J u n e 
da y in 1389 , fell Su lta n Mu ra d , s la in by th a t bes t -beloved 
of Servian heroes, Milosh Obilich.  

I d rove down over th e p la in to Su lta n Mu ra d 's tom b , 
pa s s in g, on th e h ill a bove, th e tu rba of h is s ta n da rd -
bearer, buried on the spot where he fell.  

Mu ra d 's tu rba or , ra th er , s m a ll m os qu e s ta n ds in a 
walled-in grou n d , con ta in in g s evera l gra ves , with a 
guardian's house at the entrance.  

Rather to m y s u rp r is e, I wa s a t on ce a dm it ted , a n d 
even in vited to wa lk in with m y boots on . Everyth in g wa s 
ch a n ged n ow s in ce "Con s t itu t ion ." If a fem a le Gia ou r 
cou ld com e with ou t es cor t to Kos ovo-polje, God a lon e 
kn ew wh a t wou ld h a ppen n ext . Nor d id a n y on e s eem to 
mind.  

As th ere were two Tu rks p ra yin g in th e bu ild in g, I 
refra in ed from des ecra t in g it with Gia ou r boots 
("Constitution" if it is to m ea n a n yth in g requ ir in g, a t a n y 
ra te, res pect for everybody's beliefs ), a n d s tood in th e 
doorway.  

In th e cen tre, on a very fin e Tu rkey ca rpet , s ta n ds 
th e la rge coffin , covered with b la ck cloth , a n d over it 
s evera l colou red s ilk d ra per ies on e, of cr im s on a n d s ilver , 
very h a n ds om e. At th e h ea d of th e coffin is a grea t wh ite 
tu rba n of th e old pa t tern , covered with a da rk green a n d 
s ilver s ca r f. Th e decora t ion s of th e room a re a ppa llin g. 
Th e wa lls a re s ten cilled in cru de colou rs to look like th e 
ch ea pes t wa ll-pa per . Sh in y a lla fra n ga wooden cu r ta in -
poles a n d red cu r ta in s of th e lodgin g-h ou s e type a dorn 
th e win dows ; a n d over th e coffin h a n gs a la rge gla s s 
chandelier.  

Th e wh ole p la ce h a d recen t ly, s a id th e gu a rd ia n , 
been bea u t ified . I s ta red a t th e h opeles s in con gru ity of 
the adornment.  

Th e n a t ion th a t h a d don e th is h a d ju s t d res s ed its elf 
u p in a n im ita t ion a lla fra n ga Con s t itu t ion . Wou ld it be 
a n y m ore s u ita b le? I th ou gh t of th e Da w in borrowed 



p lu m es , th e Wolf in s h eep 's cloth in g, a n d of th e Old , old 
Ma n wh o "m a d ly th ru s t a left -h a n d foot in to a r igh t-hand 
shoe."  

It wa s b it ter ly cold ; a n icy win d s wep t th e p la in . I left 
th e s pot on wh ich th e Tu rk h a d es ta b lis h ed h im s elf in 
Eu rope a n d won dered wh eth er th e fa ct th a t h e p ropos ed 
n ow to ta ke a n ew lea s e of life a n d rem a in wa s on e to 
rejoice over.  

I m ys elf wa s th e fir s t vis ib le s ign of "Con s t itu t ion " 
from th e ou ter wor ld , a n d , a s s u ch , of in teres t to th e 
popu la ce; s o a Tu rk is h officer t ra vellin g th rou gh 
Prishtina a n Ottom a n Tu rk (n ot Mos lem Sla v or 
Albanian) m os t k in d ly in s is ted on m y vis it in g h is fa m ily
tem pora r ily es ta b lis h ed in a Mos lem h ou s e wh ile Ma rko 
wa s en ter ta in ed by officers below, in wh ich com pa n y I too 
s h ou ld h a ve felt m ore a t h om e. I wa s ta ken u ps ta irs a n d 
s h ot in to a n a pa r tm en t fu ll of s tou t , pa llid , collopy 
fem a les , a n d a h ea p of ch ild ren . Th ere were n in e wom en . 
I n ever d is covered wh ich belon ged to wh om . Door a n d 
win dows were t igh t ly s h u t ; a m a n ga l of h ot ch a rcoa l 
burnt in the midst. The atmosphere was monkey-house.  

Two of th e wom en s poke Serb flu en t ly, s o I wa s 
th orou gh ly a n d effect ively in terviewed a m id s h r ieks of 
la u gh ter . Th e idea of a n u n m a rr ied wom a n t ra vellin g with 
a m a n wa s n ew to th em , a n d th eir con vers a t ion qu ite 
u n pr in ta b le. Th ey a ll s a t on th e floor s m ok in g a n d ea t in g 
oddments roa s ted m a ize-cobs , b its of m elon , s t icky 
lu m ps of ra h a t-la ku m , s u ga r-s t icks . Th es e peop le n ibb le 
all day. The floor was messy with seeds and bits. Heaps of 
soiled, crumpled garments were strewn around. Every one 
wa s tou zled a n d d res s ed , h a lf or wh olly, a lla fra n ga , bu t 
wore th eir Eu ropea n cloth es in Or ien ta l m a n n er
u n bu t ton ed , cru m pled , torn , a n d im pos s ib le. On e, in 
Eu ropea n d is h a b ille, h a d h itch ed u p h er wh ite pet t icoa ts 
for grea ter con ven ien ce in s qu a t t in g cros s -legged . Sh e 
wa s a h a n ds om e you n g wom a n , bu t h er a ppea ra n ce with 
dangling pink stocking suspenders, of which she was very 
proud, and unbuttoned bodice, was unlovely.  

The oldes t la dy h a d a lm os t s ca r let h a ir . An oth er , n ot 
s o s u cces s fu l, h a d com e ou t s t rea ky, a n d , a s th e n a tu ra l 
colou r of h er h a ir wa s b la ck , th e effect wa s com ica lly 
t iger is h . Th e eyebrows of a ll were pa in ted b la ck a s b roa d 
a s th e fin ger , a n d join ed in th e m idd le, a n d th eir toe- a s 
well a s fin ger-n a ils were red with h en n a . All looked m os t 
u n wh oles om e, a n d on e h a d a row of bu rs t gla n ds oozin g 



down th e s ide of h er n eck . On ly on e wa s a n effect ive 
colou r a r ra n gem en t . Sh e wa s pa r t ly a lla Tu rka , h a d 
s ca r let h a ir with a n ora n ge h a n dkerch ief on it , a n d a 
s t r iped wh ite a n d yellow s h ir t . Bu t s h e wa s a s b roa d a s 
she was long and bulgy.  

Bein g kep t m a in ly for b reed in g pu rpos es , th eir 
con vers a t ion wa s m u ch like wh a t th a t of a cow m igh t be, 
could it talk. They were most friendly, plied me with coffee 
a n d p ieces of a ll th e ea ta b les , a n d p res s ed m e to s ta y th e 
night th ere wa s p len ty of room for a n oth er or com e to-
morrow. And I tore myself away with difficulty.  

I give th e a bove deta ils beca u s e I in va r ia b ly fin d th a t 
gen t lem en of a ll n a t ion s a re con s u m ed with cu r ios ity 
a bou t th e s ecrets of th e h a rem . I th ou gh t of th e b r igh t , 
t idy Vla h wom en , of th e civilis ed Serbs , of th e poor 
Ca th olic wom en in Dja kova , th eir clea n room s a n d 
in telligen t qu es t ion s ; a n d I a s ked m ys elf if th ey were n ot 
a fter a ll r igh t wh en th ey s a id , "Th e You n g Tu rk is th e s on 
of th e Old Tu rk ." Is la m h a s , s o fa r , don e n oth in g bu t evil 
in Europe.  

Ha vin g com e s o fa r , I decided to go on to Mitrovitza 
by ra il to s a ve t im e, a n d lea rn t th e da y, bu t n ot th e h ou r , 
a t wh ich th e on e t ra in ra n on ly th a t th e s ta t ion wa s a 
very lon g wa y off; th a t I m u s t s ta r t ea r ly, a n d th a t if I 
wen t with s om e oth ers wh o were goin g it wou ld be a ll 
r igh t . We got s ea ts in a ca r r ia ge with a n oth er m a n , a 
Mos lem Sla v. I wa s ea t in g s ou p , n ot kn owin g wh en I 
s h ou ld a ga in s ee food , wh en th e ca r r ia ge a r r ived , a n d , 
u rgen t ly requ es ted , left it , ju m ped in to th e ca r r ia ge, a n d 
off we wen t over th e h ills a t a h a n d-ga llop in com pa n y 
with th ree oth er ca r r ia ges on e filled with you n g m en with 
ta m bou r in es a n d a fidd le, wh o p la yed a n d s a n g lou d ly a ll 
th e wa y; for a ra ilwa y jou rn ey in th es e pa r ts is a grea t 
event.  

We a r r ived a t 10 .30 A.M. to lea rn th a t th e t ra in
wh ich wa s gen era lly la te wa s n ot even du e t ill 12 .30 . 
"God be p ra is ed !" cr ied every on e; "we a re in t im e!" Th ere 
were p len ty of peop le a lrea dy th ere buffalo-carts
baggage a regu la r h u r ly-bu r ly, a n d a m a n h a d a lrea dy 
lighted a fire on the platform and was cooking kebabs and 
vegeta b les for s u ch a s des ired refres h m en t . Even Ma rko 
wa s s u rp r is ed th a t I th ou gh t we were too ea r ly, a n d 
looked on a ra ilwa y jou rn ey a s "n ot by a n y to be 
en terp r is ed n or ta ken in h a n d u n a dvis ed ly, ligh t ly, or 
wa n ton ly." Th e in s pect ion , h owever , of tes kereh s a n d th e 



en ter in g of th e n a m e (es pecia lly m in e) a n d des t in a t ion of 
each of us into the police book whiled away much time.  

Mos lem wom en , a s fa s t a s th ey a r r ived , were h a s t ily 
d r iven in to a s epa ra te wa it in g-room with opa qu e 
win dows . I ta lked to ou r Mos lem tra vellin g com pa n ion , a 
n a t ive of Pr is h t in a . Th ere were very m a n y m ore peop le 
th a n u s u a l t ra vellin g, h e s a id , beca u s e it wa s s a fe. Till 
n ow th e ra ilwa y h a d been of lit t le u s e. It wa s th ree-
qu a r ters of a n h ou r from th e town , a n d th e roa d wa s too 
dangerous cou ld n ever be ven tu red on u n a rm ed ; a s for 
th e p la in , t ill n ow it h a d been m os t da n gerou s . "Look a t 
m e," h e s a id , ta pp in g h is s a s h . "Th is is th e fir s t t im e in 
m y life I h a ve ever com e ou t s o fa r with ou t a revolver . I 
have no weapon at all, and am not afraid."  

I a s ked if it h a d been a s da n gerou s for Mos lem s a s 
Christians, and he replied that robbers did not mind what 
you were s o lon g a s you were wor th robb in g, He wa s s o 
a s ton is h ed a t th e p res en t ca lm th a t h e kn ew n ot wh a t to 
m a ke of it . It wa s "like a d rea m , a n d cou ld n ot la s t ." A 
fem a le Gia ou r from a b roa d (m ys elf) h a d cros s ed th e p la in 
without escort a fter th a t , a n yth in g a m a zin g m igh t 
happen. He himself wanted peace and a good government.  

Th e t ra in wa s pu n ctu a l. Its s m ooth m otion a fter th e 
jolt in g s t rem a m a de Ma rko cry deligh ted ly, "It is like 
s wim m in g in oil!" I wen t th ird -cla s s , a n d lu ck ily travelled 
with a Spa n is h J ew a n d h is wife, s o s a m pled a ll th e 
mixed races of Prishtina.  

He, a s p len d id old m a n of s even ty yea rs with a 
pa tr ia rch a l bea rd , wa s s a yin g fa rewell for ever to 
Pr is h t in a , for h e m ea n t to d ie in J eru s a lem , wh ith er h e 
wa s n ow bou n d . His poor old wife wep t m os t b it ter ly a t 
pa r t in g with h er rela t ion s , wh o clu n g to th e ca r r ia ge door 
t ill th e t ra in s ta r ted . He looked on s toica lly, m oved on ly 
by th e elem en ta l pa s s ion earth-h u n ger , th e des ire of a 
m a n for th e la n d of h is forebea rs . With a ll th eir wor ld ly 
goods con ta in ed in a la rge ba s ket a n d a s a ck , th e a ged 
cou p le were goin g to Sa ra jevo, wh ere h e wou ld s a y good-
bye to h is old b roth er a n d th en to J eru s a lem . I t ru s t h e 
has found peace in the Promised Land of his dreams.  

Th e t ra in ra n th rou gh fer t ile la n d , cu lt iva ted fa ir ly 
well, pa s s in g on ly on e town , or ra th er villa ge, of a n y s ize, 
Vuchitrn (wolf's thorn) said to be largely Serb.  

Mitrovitza, on rising ground at the very end of Kosovo 
plain, is small, but cleaner and less hopeless-looking than 
Prishtina. It is a new town made mainly since the railway; 



a n d , a s it is on th e ju n ct ion of th e Sitn itza a n d th e Iba r , 
h a s a good a n d a m ple wa ter s u pp ly, a n d fin e vegeta b le 
gardens.  

I strolled through the bazar, and was promptly hailed 
by a s ilvers m ith . "Th a t foreign wom a n . Wh ere does s h e 
com e from ?" "From Lon don ." "From Lon don ! Do you kn ow 
m y b roth er-in-la w, X?" "I do." Th e wor ld is very s m a ll. I 
h a d fou n d a fr ien d in a fa r cou n try. We d ra n k coffee, a n d 
I departed laden with messages for his people.  

Th ere a re bu t ten Rom a n Ca th olic fa m ilies in 
Mitrovitza , a n d on e p r ies t . Th e n u m ber of Or th odox I 
fa iled to lea rn ; th ey a re bu ild in g a la rge n ew ch u rch . Th e 
la rge m a jor ity of th e town a re Mos lem s , wh o were n ot 
goin g to m a ke cen s u s retu rn s th ou gh ordered by 
"Constitution" th e n ews h a vin g ju s t com e in th a t Ipek 
a n d Dja kova h a d fla t ly refu s ed ; a n d th a t cer ta in villa ges 
wh ich h a d m a de a retu rn h a d m a de a fa ls e on e to dodge 
possible conscription.  

We fou n d qu a r ters a t th e h a n of a fr ien d ly lit t le Vla h , 
wh o s a id th a t h e woke u p every da y s u rp r is ed to s t ill fin d 
pea ce. "We were livin g like s n a kes in h oles , a n d n ow h ere 
we a re a ll ou t in th e s u n !" An d we fed a t a res ta u ra n t 
n ewly open ed by s om e Ita lia n s from Fiu m e, wh o h a d 
h u rr ied to be fir s t on th e s pot wh en Ba ron Aehrenthal 
a n n ou n ced th a t th e ra ilwa y from Mitrovitza to Uva tz wa s 
a bou t to be m a de th e ra ilwa y wh ich wa s to be th e la s t 
lin k in th e ch a in , a n d to con vey Au s tr ia n t roops to 
Sa lon ik i. Th e p la n s for Au s tr ia n a dva n ce h a d for th e t im e 
bein g been com pletely u ps et by th a t "bolt from th e b lu e," 
Constitution. But Mitrovitza, though it looked so peaceful, 
is tinder waiting for a spark.  

Here we come to the crucial race question.  
Exa ct figu res a re u n a t ta in a b le, bu t of th e gen era l 

fa cts th ere ca n be n o dou b t . Kos ovo p la in is n ow, by a 
very la rge m a jor ity, Mos lem Alba n ia n . Wh a t p ropor t ion of 
Sla v b lood th ere m a y be (on e s h ou ld perh a ps s a y, is ) in 
th es e Alba n ia n s is of pu rely eth n ogra ph ica l in teres t a n d 
polit ica lly of n o im por ta n ce. Alba n ia n p redom in a n ce is 
p roved by th e fa ct th a t s o fa r a s m y exper ien ce goes , a n d 
I t r ied repea ted ly th e Alba n ia n s a re a lm os t s olely 
Alba n oph on e, wh erea s th e s ca t tered Serbs u s u a lly s pea k 
both languages, and when addressed in Serb often replied 
a t fir s t in Alba n ia n . Were it n ot for th e s u ppor t a n d 
in s t ru ct ion th a t h a s for lon g been s u pp lied from with ou t 
it is p roba b le th a t th e Serb elem en t wou ld h a ve been 



a lm os t , if n ot qu ite, a bs orbed or s u ppres s ed by th is t im e. 
It h a s been a n elem en ta l s t ru ggle for exis ten ce a n d 
s u rviva l of th e s t ron ges t , ca r r ied ou t in relen t les s 
obed ien ce to Na tu re's la w, wh ich s a ys , "Th ere is n ot p la ce 
for you both . You m u s t k ill or be k illed ." In era d ica b ly 
fixed in th e b rea s t of th e Alba n ia n of th e p r im it ive m a n of 
th e m ou n ta in a n d of th e p la in is th e belief th a t th e la n d 
h a s been h is r igh t ly for a ll t im e. Th e Serb con qu ered h im , 
h eld h im for a few pa s s in g cen tu r ies , wa s s wep t ou t a n d 
s h a ll n ever retu rn a ga in . He h a s bu t don e to th e Serb a s 
he was done by.  

Th e celeb ra ted Ca n on of Ts a r Stefa n Du s h a n th rows 
ligh t on th e m ea n s em ployed to cru s h th e con qu ered , 
wh en Grea t Servia wa s a t it s grea tes t . "Ts a r Du s h a n , th e 
Ma cedon ia n , Au tocra t of Servia , Bu lga r ia , Hu n ga ry, 
Wallachia, and other countries.... Laws established by the 
gra ce of God in th e yea r 1349 a t a m eet in g of th e 
Patriarchs, &c.  

"La w 6 . As to th e La t in h eres y, a n d th os e th a t d ra w 
t ru e believers to it s fa ith . Th e eccles ia s t ica l a u th or it ies 
must strive to convert such to the true faith. If such a one 
will n ot be con ver ted .... h e s h a ll be pu n is h ed by dea th . 
Th e Orth odox Ts a r m u s t era d ica te a ll h eres y from h is 
s ta te. Th e p roper ty of a ll s u ch a s refu s e con vers ion s h a ll 
be con fis ca te.... Heret ica l p r ies ts of oth er com m u n ion s 
wh o t ry to m a ke p ros elytes will be s en t to th e m in es or 
expelled th e cou n try. Heret ica l ch u rch es will be 
consecrated and opened for priests of the Orthodox faith.  

"La w 8 . If a La t in p r ies t be fou n d t ryin g to con ver t a 
Ch r is t ia n to th e La t in fa ith h e s h a ll be pu n is h ed by 
death.  

"La w 10 . If a h eret ic be fou n d dwellin g with 
Ch r is t ia n s h e s h a ll be m a rked on th e fa ce a n d expelled . 
Any sheltering him shall be treated the same way."  

It a ppea rs a ls o th a t cer ta in pa ga n r ites were s t ill 
obs erved . La w 45 en a cts th a t : "If th ere be h eret ics th a t 
bu rn th e bod ies of th e dea d , or d ig th em u p for th e 
pu rpos e of bu rn in g th em , th e villa ge wh ere th is ta kes 
place is to pay a fine, and the criminals be handed over to 
justice."  

Th e fa ct th a t th e wh ole "villa ge" is fin ed (ju s t a s th e 
wh ole "h ou s e" is excom m u n ica ted to-da y, for th e s in of 
con cu b in a ge with a s is ter -in-la w), in d ica tes th a t th e 
whole village, if not wholly pagan, had pagan sympathies.  



These laws imply no worse religious persecution than 
th e wh ole of Eu rope h a s en joyed a t va r iou s t im es . On 
oth er s u b jects Du s h a n 's la ws a re often good , a n d even in 
advance of their time.  

Bu t h is tory s h ows th a t th e La t in s in th e d is t r icts we 
a re con s ider in g m u s t h a ve been m a in ly Alba n ia n s . Th e 
pers ecu t ion wa s th erefore n ot m erely religiou s bu t ra cia l. 
An d th a t s pecia l legis la t ion wa s n eeded a ga in s t th e 
La t in s , a n d th e expres s m en t ion of wh a t is to be don e 
with th eir ch u rch es , ten ds to s h ow th a t even in th e 
s t ron ges t Servia n da ys th ey were n u m erou s en ou gh to 
h a ve to be reckon ed with a s a da n ger . Th e Serb s t rove to 
s ta m p ou t or , s h a ll we s a y, Sla vis e th e Alba n ia n . Th e 
Alba n ia n , circu m s ta n ces bein g ch a n ged , h a s don e a s h e 
wa s don e by. He h a s em ployed m ed iæ va l m eth ods , for 
th is is th e la n d of th e Livin g Pa s t , a n d h e h a s forced ba ck 
the Serb tide. Kosovo-polje is Albanian.  

Its borders , h owever , a re s t ill la rgely Serb . Rou gh ly 
s pea k in g, th e ter r itory between th e ra ilwa y a n d th e 
Servia n fron t ier is Serb . It a t a n y ra te h a s a la rge Servia n 
m a jor ity, bu t th ere is a rem a rka b le Ca th olic is la n d in a n d 
a rou n d J a n jitza , n ot fa r from th e m on a s tery of 
Gra ch a n itza . In th is d is t r ict were s ilver m in es worked , it 
is s a id , with m u ch s u cces s , from th e begin n in g of th e 
th ir teen th cen tu ry. Th e p res en t Ca th olic in h a b ita n ts a re 
repor ted to be th e des cen da n ts of th e Ita lia n colon y 
s et t led th ere a s m in ers . Th ey n ow ca ll th em s elves 
Alba n ia n . I do n ot kn ow en ou gh of th e d is t r ict to offer a n 
op in ion on th e s u b ject . Bu t it is a n odd fa ct th a t , before 
h ea r in g th is t ra d it ion , I m et a m a n wh om I took , beyon d 
dou b t , to be a n Ita lia n , a n d h e p roved to be a J a n jitza 
man.  

From Mitrovitza to th e Servia n fron t ier is a ls o m a in ly 
Servia n , th ou gh th e town a n d en viron s of Novi-ba za r is 
la rgely Alba n ia n . Beyon d Novi-ba za r th e s a n ja k is 
p ra ct ica lly s olid Serb , Mos lem , a n d Ch r is t ia n n o oth er 
race has any justifiable claim to it.  

Th e Alba n ia n h a s s wep t th e cen tre of Kos ovo vila yet . 
The Serbs a re th ick on ly a lon g th e Servia n fron t ier a n d 
n ea r th e Mon ten egr in fron t ier , es pecia lly a rou n d Bera n a 
a n d Ipek . Ea s t of Pr izren th ey begin to p redom in a te. Th e 
la n d becom es m ore a n d m ore Sla von ic. At wh ich poin t 
Serbs tu rn in to Bu lga rs is beyon d th e s cope of th is book . 
It is , I th in k , th e fa s h ion to d ra w th e lin e too fa r 
westward.  



Mitrovitza m a y be ca lled a "fron t ier" town . Alba n ia n s 
a n d Serbs a like cla im it jea lou s ly. Au s tr ia (to ga in h er 
p r iva te en ds ) win s Alba n ia n s u ppor t by p rom is in g th a t 
never, never will she allow the sanjak to become Serb.  

Th e town looked s o pea cefu l th a t it wa s h a rd to 
believe th a t bu t s ix yea rs a go it h a d been th e s cen e of 
fierce figh t in g, in wh ich Sh tch erb in a , th e Ru s s ia n Con s u l 
forced in to th e p la ce in th e teeth of Alba n ia n oppos it ion , 
wa s k illed . Of h is ga lla n try on beh a lf of th e Sla v in teres ts 
th a t h e wa s s en t to p rotect th ere ca n be n o qu es t ion , n or 
of th e in d is cret ion , a la s ! with wh ich h e s et to work . 
Au s tr ia a t on ce p la n ted a con s u l to wa tch h er own 
interests; and there the two most interested Powers watch 
to this day.  

J u s t ou ts ide th e town is a relic of th e Serb em pire
th e fin e ru in s of th e ca s t le of Zvech a n a . Here, in 1336 , 
wa s s t ra n gled Kin g Stefa n Dech a n s k i, s on of Milu t in , th e 
fou n der of Gra ch a n itza . Stefa n wa s Milu t in 's eldes t s on , 
bu t th e you n g Byza n t in e Pr in ces s , h is s econ d wife, bore 
h im a n oth er s on a n d p lot ted to m a ke h im h eir . In a figh t 
th a t en s u ed Stefa n wa s ta ken p r is on er , a n d h is 
s tepm oth er p reva iled u pon h is fa th er to ca s t h im in to 
p r is on , wh ere, to m a ke m a t ters s u re, s h e ordered h im to 
be b lin ded with red -h ot iron s . Wh en freed a fter m a n y 
yea rs , beh old h e wa s n ot b lin d a t a ll! Th e ta le s p rea d th a t 
h e h a d been m ira cu lou s ly cu red . He ca m e to th e th ron e 
with a grea t repu ta t ion for p iety, a n d wa s th e bu ilder of 
many churches, notably the very beautiful white and pink 
m a rb le ch u rch of Dech a n i a th a n k-offer in g for th e 
subjugation of the Bulgarians, whom he defeated in 1330.  

His dea th is s a id by s om e to h a ve been b rou gh t 
a bou t by h is s on a n d h eir , th e grea t Stefa n Du s h a n , bu t 
th e pa tr iot ic Serb den ies th is . He wa s ca n on is ed a s St . 
Stefa n Dech a n s k i, a n d h is won der-work in g s h r in e, 
p ictu red with h is s t ra n gu la t ion , d ra ws m a n y p iou s 
p ilgr im s s t ill to th e m a rb le ch u rch of Dech a n i. Mos lem 
a n d Ca th olic a re in a we of it . Even th e wild Ca th olic 
t r ibes m en of Nika j t ra m p th ith er for th e lit t le rou n d 
loa ves of h oly b rea d th ere d is t r ibu ted , a n d con s ider "By 
the bread of Dechani" a binding oath.  

Mitrovitza h a s lit t le els e to s h ow. To lea ve it , I h a d to 
h a ve m y tes kereh s ta m ped . Th e officia l a t th e kon a k , in 
order to m a ke a good job of it , licked th e s ta m p th ree 
t im es a n d licked off a ll th e gu m . As it wou ld n ot s t ick , h e 
licked it fou r m ore t im es . As it s t ill wou ld n ot , h e pu t it in 



h is m ou th a n d s u cked it pa t ien t ly. It th en s h owed s ign s 
of m elt in g a ltogeth er , s o h e ca lled a collea gu e to a dvis e. 
He s u gges ted th e gu m -pot . Th ey s ea rch ed for it h igh a n d 
low, a n d ca lled in a th ird officia l lu ck ily th a t da y th ere 
wa s n o p res s of bu s in es s in th a t depa r tm en t . Th e gu m 
wa s fou n d a n d th e s ta m p s tu ck . It took h a lf-an-h ou r , bu t 
wa s th orou gh ly don e in th e en d . An d we left by ra il for 
Fer izovich , wh ere we a r r ived a t 10 .15 A.M. A Serb fellow-
pa s s en ger poin ted ou t , on th e r igh t of th e lin e ju s t before 
Pr is h t in a , th e h ill to wh ich Vu k Bra n kovich , Ts a r La za r 's 
t ra itorou s s on -in-la w, with d rew with h is m en a n d ga ve 
th e victory to th e Tu rk . "Wh a t a s kes t th ou of Vu k th e 
a ccu rs ed ! Cu rs éd be h e, a n d cu rs t be h e th a t bega t h im . 
Cu rs éd be h is s tem a n d h is s eed . He betra yed h is Ts a r a t 
Kosovo. He deserted with twelve thousand men."  

Fer izovich , t ill la tely, h a d been of im por ta n ce m erely 
a s a ra ilwa y s ta t ion . Now it is of h is tor ic in teres t a s bein g 
the spot upon which the casting vote was thrown the spot 
from wh ich th e voice ca m e, "Let th ere be a Con s t itu t ion ." 
An d th ere wa s a Con s t itu t ion , a n d a ll Eu rope wa s 
shaken.  

"Con s ta n t in op le is th e key of th e Nea r Ea s t ; Alba n ia 
is th e key of Con s ta n t in op le," s a y th e Alba n ia n s . 
Eu ropea n p la n s for t in ker in g a n d "reform in g" th e Tu rk is h 
em pire h a ve a ll ign ored th e Alba n ia n , h is r igh ts , a n d h is 
aspirations a n d th ey h a ve a ll fa iled . Ou ts iders m igh t 
make this mistake. Those within the empire knew that, so 
fa r a s Tu rkey in Eu rope is con cern ed , th e s ide th a t cou ld 
enlist the Albanians, solid, must "come out top."  

Th e You n g Tu rks ' s ecret wa s well kep t ; bu t it wou ld 
a ppea r th a t cer ta in Old Tu rks s u s pected s om eth in g wa s 
b rewin g. On e of th es e, Sh em s h i Pa s h a , s en t m ou n ted 
m es s en gers th rou gh th e Mos lem tr ibes , s u m m on in g th em 
a t on ce to repel th e a t ta ck of a n expected en em y. On e of 
the m a n y m en from wh om I h ea rd th e ta le pers is ted th a t 
th e a dva n ce-gu a rd of th e Au s tr ia n a rm y, for ty ba t ta lion s , 
rea dy on th e fron t ier , h a d a ctu a lly been s een , a n d th a t 
Au s tr ia n a n n exa t ion h a d been im m in en t . Th e t r ibes m en 
flew to a rm s a n d h u rr ied s om e n in e th ou s a n d s t ron g to 
th e a ppoin ted s pot , Fer izovich , wh ere th ey were to receive 
orders. And there they fired on a train reported to contain 
"enemies."  

Bu t Sh em s i Pa s h a wa s "a da y beh in d th e fa ir ." Th e 
You n g Tu rks ou twit ted h im . Th ey s h ot h im a t Mon a s t ir ; 
skilfu lly took a dva n ta ge of th e fa ct th a t th e t r ibes m en 



were a t Fer izovich ; ca lled on th em to s a ve th e cou n try, 
a n d exp la in ed th a t s om eth in g ca lled Con s t itu t ion wa s th e 
on ly wa y by wh ich it cou ld be don e. Th e fierce, ign ora n t 
t r ibes m en , jea lou s on ly of th eir p r ivileges a n d ter r itor ia l 
r igh ts , a n d a bs olu tely u n a wa re th a t th is wa s n ot th e job 
for wh ich th ey h a d been or igin a lly s u m m on ed , lou d ly a n d 
u n a n im ou s ly dem a n ded th is u n kn own a m u let , 
"Con s t itu t ion ," th a t wa s to keep th eir la n d in ta ct , a n d 
save the Padishah.  

Th e Su lta n h ea rd th a t th e Mos lem tr ibes m en the 
m en u pon wh om , a bove a ll oth ers , h e h a d a lwa ys 
reckoned were with th e a rm y. Th e ga m e wa s u p ; h e 
s u ccu m bed a t on ce, a n d th e Con s t itu t ion wa s gra n ted . 
Th a t th e m a in ou t lin e of th is ta le, wh ich I fou n d widely 
sprea d a n d believed , is correct , I believe is beyon d a ll 
rea s on a b le dou b t . Th e t r ibes were t r icked , a n d m a n y folk 
had already found this out when I arrived in Djakova.  

Su ch freedom a s th ey h a d reta in ed u n der th e Old 
Tu rk , th ey d id n ot m ea n to be s win d led ou t of by th e 
Young.  

We a r r ived a t Pr izren to fin d it s m ilin g s a rdon ica lly. 
Fou r Fren ch m en h a d com e to repor t on "th e 
Constitution" had come and gone.  

"Wh a t d id th ey s ee h ere?" I a s ked . "Noth in g. Th ey 
on ly d in ed , a n d left n ext m orn in g for Dja kova . On e is in 
th e Dip lom a t ic Service, s o of cou rs e th ey will n ot be 
a llowed to s ee a n yth in g. Th e You n g Tu rks h a ve a r ra n ged 
it a ll. An es cor t of twen ty-fou r s u va rr is , a s a gu a rd of 
h on ou r , is with th em , to p reven t th em ta lk in g to th e 
wron g peop le, a n d a s u va rr i h a s been s en t a h ea d to 
p repa re a depu ta t ion of 'Ch r is t ia n s rejoicin g u n der th e 
Con s t itu t ion ,' in ca s e th ey wis h to m a ke in qu ir ies . Th e 
es cor t will 'p rotect ' th em a ll th e wa y. Th ey will th in k th ey 
h a ve don e s om eth in g very b ra ve, a n d will repor t m os t 
favourably in the French newspapers." And they did.    

CHAPTER XI 
LURIA MIRDITA  

I LEFT Pr izren fin a lly with th e s a m e Mos lem k ir ijee I 
h a d com e with , p la n n ed n o rou te, a n d left a ll to lu ck . 
Town s a re h otbeds of gos s ip . If you do n ot kn ow you rs elf 
wh ere you a re goin g, n obody els e ca n . On ce off, we 



decided to m a ke for Ha n Bru t it , a n d lea rn fu r th er 
possibilities there. 

Th e p la in wa s du s ty, th e t ra ck fa ir . We cros s ed th e 
Pr izren r iver , wen t on over th e p la in , pa s s ed two fin e 
s p r in gs th a t join ed a n d m a de a fa ir s t rea m , on wh ich wa s 
a m ill a n d a grou p of h ou s es Vrmitza a n d s oon rea ch ed 
th e Wh ite Dr in (Dr in i ba rdh ). On th e fa r th er ba n k were a 
villa ge, Selch a n , a n d th e ru in s of a grea t ku la , th e form er 
h om e of a powerfu l Mos lem fa m ily th a t h a d recen t ly, a fter 
twenty-fou r h ou rs ' h ea vy figh t in g, been con qu ered by 
s old iery from Pr izren . We were n ow in pu rely Alba n ia n 
ter r itory, a n d h a lted a t m idda y a t Ha n La ch it , fa r th er 
down on Drin 's left ba n k . Followin g Drin down its lon ely 
a n d m os t bea u t ifu l va lley, we ca m e to its ju n ct ion with 
Lu m i Lju m s (th e r iver of Lju m a ), a n d cros s ed it by a s lim 
and elegant stone bridge, guarded on the farther side by a 
ku la . We were in Lju m a , th e la n d of th e m os t n otor iou s ly 
independent of all the Moslem tribes.  

As we were wa ter in g th e h ors es , u p rode a fin e old 
m a n , wh o lea p t from h is s a dd le a n d greeted u s 
hilariously s h ook h a n ds with m e a n d ru bbed ch eeks with 
Ma rko. My p res en ce s t ru ck h im a s a h u ge joke. No 
s t ra n gers were a llowed in h is la n d , h e s a id , bu t , a s th ey 
h a d given bes a , I cou ld go wh ere I liked . He wis h ed u s 
"Tu n gh ia t t jeter ," a n d rode off. Th e m en a t th e ku la 
roa red with la u gh ter . He a n d h is wh ole h ou s e were th e 
m os t n otor iou s "h olders -u p" of wa yfa rers in th e d is t r ict . 
Ou r k ir ijee told with glee h ow th is very m a n a n d h is pa r ty 
h a d "h eld h im u p" on th is very t ra ck two yea rs a go, wh en 
h e wa s t ra vellin g with a p r ies t , to wh om h e h a d p rom is ed 
safe-conduct. "'Stand aside,' they said; 'you are a Moslem. 
Ou r bu s in es s is with th e Gia ou r .' I s a id : 'Th os e I con voy 
a re m y bu s in es s . If th is is a joke, it is a s illy on e. I a m a 
Vu la . If you s h oot m e you will h a ve to s et t le with a ll m y 
peop le.' Th ey let m e th rou gh . Not m a n y peop le ca re to 
quarrel with all the Vulas."  

Followin g down th e Wh ite Dr in , we cros s ed it by th e 
Ura Nerm ien ies (m idd le b r idge), on e of m a n y a rch es bu ilt 
by th e Vezir wh o bu ilt Ura Vezir it , a n d ca m e to wh ere 
White Drin meets Black Drin.  

A lit t le below th is s ta n ds Ha n Bru t it , by a s t rea m 
th a t flows to th e r iver . Th e h a n is a la rge s ta b le, with a 
s m a ll h ou s e a t ta ch ed . Th e h a n jee a n d two wa yfa rers were 
hobnobbing outside.  



"You ca n h a ve a room u p th ere," h e poin ted , "if you 
like. Bu t I a m a n h on es t m a n , a n d tell you p la in ly it is 
s wa rm in g with bu gs . I wou ldn 't s leep in it m ys elf. You 
h a d bet ter s leep in th e s ta b le." Th e res t of th e com pa n y 
corrobora ted th is from exper ien ce. I decided on th e 
s ta b le. Th ere wa s h a y to s leep on ; th ree eggs ea ch for 
supper. Board and lodging were secured.  

Rou te wa s th e n ext qu es t ion . I d id n ot wa n t to go 
th rou gh to th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes by th e Ura Vezir it , like 
other t ra vellers . Wh a t I wa n ted wa s s om eth in g n ew
th rou gh Mos lem la n ds , wh ich , perh a ps , wh en th e bes a 
was over, would again be closed.  

For tu n e fa vou red . Ou r s ta b le com pa n ion s were a 
very pleasant Catholic and his servant, bound for Arnji, in 
th e h ea r t of th e Mos lem la n d , to s ta r t a s h op . He wa s 
t ra vellin g u n der th e bes a of Arn ji, with two pa ckbea s ts 
la den with s a lt , s u ga r , a n d coffee. We s h ou ld be s a fe with 
h im , h e s a id , u n der th e dou b le bes a th e gen era l on e a n d 
th e p r iva te a n d pa r t icu la r on e of Arn ji; a n d Arn ji wou ld 
give us safe-conduct on.  

It wa s n igh t . Th e fu ll m oon ros e m a jes t ic, flood in g 
th e va le with m ys t ic s p len dou r . Som ewh ere ou t in "th a t 
fa eryla n d for lorn " la y Arn ji. I d id n ot s top to a s k in wh ich 
d irect ion , bu t a ccep ted th e s a lt -and-s u ga r m a n 's offer a t 
once.  

We ret ired to th e s ta b le, lit a fire in th e m idd le, a n d I 
s lu m bered pea cefu lly on h a y, t ill wa ked by a h ors e, th a t 
had broken loose, eating it from under me.  

We s ta r ted very ea r ly. After th is for th ree da ys th e 
Au s tr ia n s ta ff wa s u s eles s . Its m a kers , I lea rn t 
a fterwa rds , h a d n ot been th rou gh h ere, a n d h a d relied on 
im a gin a t ion . I m a de s u ch n otes a s I cou ld , bu t even h a d I 
h a d th e m ea n s of m a k in g a s u rvey, it wou ld h a ve been 
too dangerous in a land where all strangers are suspect.  

In order to cros s th e Dr in we wen t down to Ura 
Vezir it , a m a jes t ic b r idge of s even a rch es , n o two th e 
s a m e s ize, bu t th e effect of th e wh ole qu ite a dm ira b le. It 
is th e work of a grea t a r t is t , for n oth in g m ore in h a rm on y 
with the landscape could be imagined.  

Unfortunately a grea t t ree-t ru n k , b rou gh t down by 
la s t win ter 's flood , h a s s h a t tered th e la s t a rch ba d ly a n d 
lies jammed against a buttress, blocking the stream.  

Ha vin g cros s ed , we wen t ba ck u p th e r iver to a poin t 
oppos ite Ha n Bru t it . An d I s a w th a t th ere were two, n ot 
on e, t r ibu ta ry s t rea m s by th e h a n , a n d th a t Bru t i, th e 



villa ge, la y h igh on th e h ill between th em , n ot on th e 
river-brink as in the map.  

Str ik in g u ph ill from th e Dr in , we rea ch ed a fin e 
gra s s y p la tea u a n d villa ge, Kolch i, a n d th en ca m e to a 
tributary of th e Dr in th a t flows in to it , oppos ite to a n d 
rather above Han Brutit.  

We rode u p its r igh t ba n k t ill it forked in two, th en 
followed its r igh t b ra n ch , bore to th e left a wa y from it , 
a n d ca m e ou t on th e top of th e wa ters h ed . Here, on a 
gra s s y p la tea u , is th e villa ge of Ma l i zi. Th e wh ole d is t r ict 
is ca lled Ma l i zi (Bla ck Mou n ta in ). Accord in g to th e m a p 
we s h ou ld th en h a ve been on th e m ou n ta in -s ide a bove 
th e Dr in ; bu t th e m en a s s u red m e th a t Dr in wa s fa r , a n d 
we were on the other side of the mountain.  

We con t in u ed th rou gh beech -wood , pa s s in g a n 
unmapped village, Chinimak (? Chin i madh) and dropped 
down to Sroji, a villa ge in a va lley. Som e on e a t on ce 
welcom ed u s . We s a t in th e s h a de of a doorwa y a n d a te 
ou r lu n ch . An old m a n la y in th e fu ll gla re of th e m idda y 
sun, shivering in the cold fit of an intermittent fever.  

Two m en on e a very fin e you n g fellow s wa ggered u p 
a n d dem a n ded wh a t r igh t we h a d to com e, a n d wh o h a d 
given u s lea ve. He wa s th e n eph ew of th e old b r iga n d we 
h a d m et a t th e b r idge. He a n d h is fa m ily h a d h ith er to 
occu p ied s u ch leis u re a s th eir oth er p rofes s ion left th em , 
in s ellin g s a lt , s u ga r , a n d coffee in Sroji, a n d th e Arn ji 
peop le h a d h a d to com e a n d fetch it . Now, Arn ji m ea n t to 
h a ve a s h op of it s own , a n d , wh a t wa s wors e, h a d in vited 
a Ca th olic to keep it . Th e n eph ew, fu r iou s , p rowled rou n d 
the packbeasts, growling.  

Ma rko told h im s weet ly th a t we h a d th e p lea s u re of 
his uncle's acquaintance. The salt-and-sugar man said he 
h a d b rou gh t u s ; th e Govern m en t wa s n ow in Pr izren ; we 
all had permission to travel, and had all Arnji on our side.  

Th e n eph ew gru m bled th a t if Con s t itu t ion m ea n t th e 
a r r iva l of Gia ou rs , a n d th a t a n y on e cou ld com e a n d s ell 
what he pleased, he would have no more of it. He eyed the 
pa ckbea s ts covetou s ly. He ca red n ot a ra p for 
Constitution; but as the plunder was not worth the wrath 
of Arn ji a n d th e ven gea n ce of a ll th e Vu la s h e with d rew, 
saying many things, without molesting us.  

Ou r h os ts poin ted ou t th e rocky cres t of th e 
m ou n ta in , s ou th of th e villa ge, a s th e "for t res s of Lek 
Du ka gh in ," a n d told th a t Lek , to s h ow h is s t ren gth , h a d 
cleft a rock in twa in with on e b low of h is ya ta gh a n . 



Oth erwis e a ll th ey kn ew of Lek wa s th a t h e wa s a grea t 
hero and made the Canon a long while ago.  

Sroji ga ve u s a n old m a n a s s a fe-con du ct , a n d we 
s ta r ted u p th e Lek Du ka gh in ra n ge, a lon g a n d s teep 
a s cen t th rou gh fin e beech fores t to th e pa s s , Ch a fa 
Ben ks , a t th e top . Th is is u n m a pped , a s is in deed th e 
whole route. We descended a steep slope on the other side 
(rou gh a bove, a n d s tu dded with bu s h es of s weet yellow 
p lu m s , a n d cu lt iva ted below), a n d rea ch ed Arn ji, a wide 
level, covered with well-ir r iga ted m a ize fields , a n d 
scattered with good stone kulas.  

Ou r Sa lt -and-Su ga r fr ien d led u s s t ra igh t to on e of 
th e la rges t , wh ich s tood in a n en clos u re with a s econ d 
s m a ller h ou s e with in it . Ou t ca m e th e wh ole h ou s eh old of 
s ta r in g, won der in g peop le. Th e Hea d welcom ed th e Su ga r 
m a n wa rm ly, a n d looked a t u s with dou b tfu l 
a s ton is h m en t . I h a d been in s t ru cted to h old m y ton gu e, 
and did so.  

After exp la n a t ion s , h e la u gh ed a t ou r com in g, a n d 
s a id , h a d we n ot been b rou gh t by h is good fr ien d h ere, h e 
wou ld cer ta in ly n ot h a ve a dm it ted u s , a s th e t r ibe wa n ted 
n o s t ra n gers . As it wa s , we were h is gu es ts , a n d very 
welcome.  

Th e wom en were s en t in to m a ke rea dy, a n d Ma rko 
a n d I were left a lon e, s it t in g on th e grou n d ou ts ide. Tim e 
pa s s ed . Ma rko wa s dep res s ed . It wa s n ot t ill th e ligh t wa s 
fa d in g th a t we were s u m m on ed with in to a la rge, very 
clea n room , with a n ea r th en floor a n d a low ceilin g. A p ile 
of logs b la zed on th e h ea r th . I la y on s h eeps k in s , a n d 
s t retch ed b lis s fu lly in th e gra tefu l wa rm th , for even in g 
b rou gh t a tou ch of a u tu m n ch ill to th e a ir . A dozen or s o 
of m en ca m e in fa ir is h , with grey or h a zel eyes all 
friendly. Talk and tales went round.  

The Salt-and-Sugar man told  

THE STORY OF THE BRAVEST MAN.  

Som e for ty yea rs a go a Dja kova n a n d a Scu ta ren e 
were ea ch kn own in h is own town a s th e b ra ves t m a n in 
a ll th e la n d . Th e Dja kova n , in a n ger , s wore to k ill th e 
Scutarene; there could be but one bravest man.  

So h e jou rn eyed over th e m ou n ta in s to Scu ta r i, 
wh ere h e kn ew n o on e, a n d in th e s t reets h e a s ked , 
"Wh ich of you is th e b ra ves t m a n in th is town ?" An d th e 



people said, "He is yonder, in the bazar." And showed him 
the man's shop.  

Th e Dja kova n s tood with ou t a n d looked a t th e goods . 
Th e Scu ta ren e a s ked h im wh en ce h e ca m e a n d wh a t h e 
wanted.  

"I come from Djakova, and I want nothing," he said.  
"Have you friends in the town?" asked the Scutarene.  
"Not one," said the Djakovan.  
"If you h a ve com e s o fa r ," s a id th e Scu ta ren e, "you 

must be very weary and thirsty. Come in and rest."  
And the Djakovan entered and sat down.  
Th e Scu ta ren e ga ve h im cold wa ter , a n d th en coffee, 

and spoke to him kindly. The Djakovan drank it, and said 
nothing. Thrice did the Scutarene serve him with coffee as 
is m eet for a n h on ou red gu es t . Th en h e s a id to h im , "You 
h a ve d ru n k a n d h a ve res ted . Now tell m e you r bu s in es s 
here. In all the town you have no friend; it will be hard for 
you let me help you."  

Th e Dja kova n s a t s ilen t , a n d b it ter ly repen ted of th e 
vow th a t bou n d h im to s la y a m a n s o k in d to a fr ien d les s 
stranger. The Scutarene urged him to speak.  

"I cannot trouble you with my business," he said.  
"Bu t you h a ve com e s o fa r ," s a id th e Scu ta ren e, "to 

you it must be important."  
"I have come to shoot you," said the Djakovan at last, 

and told him the whole.  
"Sh oot m e, th en ," a n s wered th e Scu ta ren e. "Here a m 

I. It were a p ity th a t you s h ou ld ta ke s o lon g a jou rn ey for 
nothing."  

"We cannot fight here," said the Djakovan, reluctant.  
The Scu ta ren e a ros e, a n d th ru s t h is p is tols in to h is 

sash. "Come out on to the plain if you wish," he said.  
Th e Dja kova n followed h im t ill th ey ca m e to a lon ely 

spot.  
"Now s h oot m e," s a id th e Scu ta ren e; "h ere is m y 

heart."  
"But you must shoot too!" cried the Djakovan.  
"I h a ve m a de n o vow," s m iled th e Scu ta ren e. "Sh oot , 

lest when you go back men laugh at you."  
Th e Dja kova n d rew a p is tol, fired , a n d it fla s h ed in 

the pan.  
"I have lost. It is your turn," he cried, much relieved.  
"Na y," s a id th e Scu ta ren e. "Th ere is on e th in g I ca n 

n ever do, a n d th a t is k ill a gu es t from u n der m y roof. You 
have your second pistol; remember your vow. Try again."  



Th e Dja kova n , relu cta n t , d rew h is s econ d p is tol; 
fired , a n d gra zed th e Scu ta ren e's coa t . Th en , th rowin g 
down h is wea pon s , h e em bra ced th e Scu ta ren e wa rm ly: "I 
cou ld n ot s ta n d u p to be s h ot a t with ou t defen d in g 
m ys elf!" h e cr ied . "You a re th e b ra ves t m a n in a ll th e 
wor ld ." Th ey s wore b roth erh ood , a n d rem a in ed fa s t 
friends ever afterwards.   

Ou r Dja kova n k ir ijee h ea r t ily con firm ed th e ta le, wh ich 
s h ows in deed th e n ob le t ra its of th e Alba n ia n ch a ra cter
th e du ty of h os p ita lity th e s a credn es s of th e gu es t and 
courage. It was much applauded.  

Th e wom en s p rea d s u pper a la rge bowl of ch ees e 
m elted in bu t ter , in to wh ich we d ipped ou r m a ize b rea d , 
a n d very good it wa s . Th en ca m e th e in evita b le s ou r kos , 
followed by h a n d-wa s h in g, m ou th -r in s in g, a n d s weep in g 
u p of th e cru m bs . Th e wh ole wa s over in twen ty m in u tes . 
La rge s ton es were th en s et in th e two looph oles th a t were 
the only windows, to make all safe for the night.  

We la y down a n d s lep t on s h eeps k in s . Th e wom en 
s lep t in a n oth er room . Th ey were n ot veiled , a n d wore, 
like th e Mird ite wom en , lon g cot ton d ra wers , with kn it ted 
a n k le p ieces in red a n d wh ite pa t tern s , wh ich s h ow 
beneath th e s k ir t ; a ls o Mird ite pa t tern ea r r in gs , a n d fou r 
or five large silver coins on a black cord round the neck.  

Arn ji is a s m a ll in depen den t t r ibe th a t goes with 
Debra . I a m told it is a n offs h oot of Ber is h a , bu t m y m en 
were fea r fu l of a rou s in g s u s p icion by a s k in g qu es t ion s for 
m e. It is a ll Mos lem n ow, bu t cros s es s tood in m a n y 
maize fields.  

Th e oth er Mos lem villa ges we pa s s ed belon g to 
Pr izren d is t r ict , a n d a re offs h oots of va r iou s Ch r is t ia n 
tribes Sh a la a n d Fa n d i a m on g oth ers da t in g, I believe, 
from a bou t two h u n dred yea rs a go. At five n ext m orn in g 
ou r h os t m a de u s ea ch a cu p of b la ck coffee, a n d s en t u s 
on ou r wa y with a da rk , s u r ly-look in g m a n a s s a fe-
conduct to Katun i veter in Luria.  

We left Arn ji by a good t ra ck a lon g th e h ills ide, h igh 
a bove th e Mola (Ma la ), a t r ibu ta ry of th e Dr in . Th ree-
qu a r ters of a n h ou r a fter s ta r t in g, we h ea ded a s m a ll 
t r ibu ta ry s t rea m , a n d s a w th ree villa ges n ot on th e m a p
Djur on the opposite side of the Mola, and Mars and Domi 
on th e t r ibu ta ry. We con t in u ed on th e h igh level for a n 
h ou r , pa s s in g from Arn ji la n d in to Rech i, a n oth er s m a ll 
t r ibe, a n d th en des cen ded in to th e va lley by a lon g s teep 



track by a very large "house" a group of three houses (one 
a la rge ku la ), a n d a n u m ber of s h eds a n d ou th ou s es the 
h ou s e of th e Deda s , th e m igh t ies t in th e n eigh bou rh ood
seventy-two in fa m ily. Th ir ty-th ree a re a rm ed m en ; th ey 
have twelve serving-men, and live in great state. There are 
three brothers, each has his own house, and all goods are 
s h a red in com m on . Th ey a re s a id to pos s es s va s t flocks 
a n d r ich la n ds . At th e begin n in g of ea ch yea r ea ch 
reckon s wh a t h e will requ ire for h ou s eh old expen s es a n d 
ta kes it . Th e rem a in der , wh ich is s a id to be la rge, is 
a lm os t a ll u s ed for h os p ita lity. A wh ole flock of s h eep a n d 
on e of ca t t le is s et a s ide yea r ly for gu es ts , a n d a n y on e 
wh o com es to th e h ou s e, be it n ever s o ea r ly, m u s t s ta y 
a n d be fea s ted t ill n ext m orn in g. I wa s s t ron gly tem pted 
to call but was advised not, and regret now that I took the 
advice.   

 

Sketch Map Arnji to Luria (see page 319).  

We zigza gged down a very rou gh t ra ck on foot for 
over a n h ou r . Th e gu ide th en , th ou gh it wa s qu ite ea r ly, 
in s is ted th a t h e cou ld go n o fa r th er with ou t res t in g, a n d 



s topped a t a grou p of h ou s es on th e b r in k of th e Mola , 
ca lled Na ra m a l (? Ma ra n a l), ju s t beyon d wh ich ros e a 
grea t cliff-like m ou n ta in , Gu r i ku ch . Rea lly h e h a d 
relatives there, and wished to give information about us.  

We were in s pected . A lon g pa r ley took p la ce. We 
a ppea red to be m os t u n welcom e, bu t were told to com e 
in. I was hastily instructed to walk last and keep quiet.  

Th e h ou s e wa s very la rge. We wen t u p a p itch -dark 
la dder s ta irca s e th a t s tu n k , a n d in to a clea n a n d decen t 
room on th e fir s t floor , very low-ceiled , da rk , s a ve for two 
looph oles , a n d fu ll of m en wh o s eem ed a n gry. I wen t a n d 
s a t in a fa r corn er wh ich wa s poin ted ou t to m e, a n d 
looked m odes t ly a t th e floor . "Now we a re in a wa s ps ' 
next," murmured Marko uneasily.  

A grea t n ois e wen t on , bu t we were s erved with 
coffee. I suggested to Marko on the first chance that as we 
were s o u n welcom e we h a d bet ter lea ve, bu t ou r gu ide 
m ea n t to s ta y for d in n er , a n d refu s ed to go. Din n er wa s 
rea dy a t ten o'clock . I wa s in vited to th e s ofra , on wh ich 
wa s a bowl of kos (s o s ou r th a t it d rew th e m ou th ), with 
lu m ps of s h eep-ch ees e in it , a n d m a ize b rea d s tea m in g 
h ot . I cou ld ta ck le n eith er kos n or ch ees e, bu t th ey 
gobb led s o fa s t th a t it wa s a ll don e before I h a d decided 
h ow to a void it politely. A ja r of h on ey followed a n d a cold 
h ea vy pa n ca ke a p iece, with wh ich to s coop it u p a n d 
ca r ry it to th e m ou th ea t in g h on ey with on e's fin gers is 
very d ifficu lt . More kos , even s ou rer , followed , a n d a very 
u n s a t is fa ctory m ea l wa s con clu ded . Ou r gu ide th en 
a n n ou n ced it wa s too la te to get to Lu r ia th a t n igh t , a n d 
we m u s t s ta y wh ere we were t ill to-m orrow. Th a t h e 
wis h ed to dela y u s s eem ed clea r . Ma rko a ppea led to m e. I 
wa s con vin ced th a t ou r h os t a t Arn ji d id n ot m ea n to 
betra y u s , a n d h e h a d s a id we s h ou ld rea ch Ka tu n i veter 
in Luria early.  

All th e t im e th e gen era l a t t itu de a n d con vers a t ion 
h a d s eem ed m os t u n com for ta b le, s o I s a id , very 
decidedly, that I meant to go, and that there was plenty of 
time. We got off at last. Once outside, I asked what all the 
row had been about.  

On e of th e m en h a d a s ked th e k ir ijee h ow th in gs 
were goin g in Pr izren u n der th e n ew ru le. "Qu ite qu iet ly," 
s a id h e. Th ey th en a ll a s ked if th e n ews h a d yet com e 
wh en th ey were to begin expellin g th e Gia ou rs . 
Con s t itu t ion wa s n ot goin g to tolera te Gia ou rs a n y m ore; 
th e la n d wa s to be s wep t clea n of th em . Th ey were on ly 



wa it in g orders to k ill th e lot , a n d h oped it wou ld be s oon . 
That was what the new rule was made for.  

An d , a s th ey kn ew we were Gia ou rs , th is wa s n ot a 
polite thing to say.  

We cros s ed th e Mola , a n d wen t u p a very s teep 
a s cen t a wa y from th e s t rea m , th rou gh oa k a n d beech 
wood , th en th rou gh a fir wood of s p len d id t rees . Here th e 
gu ide h a lted a n d qu a rrelled ba d ly with th e k ir ijee. He 
dem a n ded pa y for th e corn th e h ors es h a d ea ten . Th e 
k ir ijee s a id I h a d a lrea dy pa id en ou gh th ere. He retor ted 
by ca llin g th e k ir ijee d ir ty n a m es . An a wfu l row en s u ed . 
As s oon a s I kn ew wh a t wa s th e m a t ter , I s et t led m a t ters 
by pa yin g. It wa s on ly s ixpen ce. Bu t th e k ir ijee's h on ou r 
had been wounded by the names, and he lamented loudly 
th a t h e wa s u n a rm ed . For th e fir s t t im e in h is life h e wa s 
with ou t h is revolver every on e h a d s a id u n der 
Con s t itu t ion a ll wa s s a fe a n d th is wa s th e res u lt ! If h e 
h a d bu t h a d h is revolver , h e wou ld h a ve s h ot th e bea s t 
dea d th rou gh th e foreh ea d s o s oon a s th e words h a d left 
his lips. He should feel the vengeance of the Vulas later.  

Th e gu ide pocketed th e p ia s t res , a n d th en s a t down 
a n d s a id h e wou ld go n o fa r th er t ill h e h a d been pa id for 
the whole job.  

Th is I fla t ly refu s ed . I fa n cy h e h a d been told a t th e 
h ou s e we h a d left to dela y u s or lea ve u s in th e lu rch . 
After a lot of s h ou t in g, we got u n der wa y a ga in . Accord in g 
to th e m a p , we were goin g qu ite in th e wron g d irect ion . 
Luckily, the map was wholly incorrect.  

We ca m e ou t of th e wood , a n d d ropped down over 
gra s s la n d to th e r iver . We were in a s p len d id a n d m os t 
fer t ile p la in , r in ged rou n d with lofty m ou n ta in a n d lord ly 
forest qu ite th e fin es t s pot I kn ow in a ll Alba n ia . Beyon d 
th e r iver s tood th e wretch ed h a lf-ruined ch u rch a n d 
h ou s e of Ka tu n i veter , wh ere a lu ck les s you n g 
Franciscan a s olita ry ou tpos t in a Mos lem la n d wrestles 
vainly with his first parish.  

Lu r ia t r ibe is of grea t in teres t , a s h ere on e s ees 
Ch r is t ia n ity d is in tegra t in g a n d givin g wa y before 
advancing Is la m , a s h is tory s h ows it h a s been s lowly 
doing for the last four hundred years in these parts.  

Lu r ia con s is ts of two h u n dred h ou s es (a vera ge ten to 
a h ou s e). Of th es e n ow on ly twen ty a re Ch r is t ia n a t a ll, 
a n d s ca rcely on e wh olly Ch r is t ia n s om e, in deed , mainly 
Moslem, with a few Christian members.  



With in th e la s t five-and-th ir ty yea rs , eleven wh ole 
h ou s es h a ve tu rn ed Tu rk , a n d m em bers of very m a n y 
oth ers . A m os qu e is bein g bu ilt , a n d a Hod ja h a d a lrea dy 
a r r ived . Th e Fra n cis ca n wa s in des pa ir . Th e Ch u rch , with 
cu r iou s a pa th y, let th e wh ole d is t r ict s lip with ou t m a k in g 
a n effor t t ill too la te. Lu r ia is in th e d ioces e of Du ra zzo. 
Th e form er Bis h op , a n Ita lia n , h a d on ly Ita lia n fr ia rs . By 
th e t im e on e kn ew th e la n gu a ge, h e wa s ch a n ged for 
a n oth er . An d , t ill la tely, th ere wa s n o p r ies t a t a ll in 
Luria, save in the summer.  

Is la m a ll th e t im e h a s kep t on a s tea dy p ropa ga n da . 
No pers ecu t ion of a n y k in d h a s ta ken p la ce. All h a s been 
don e by pers u a s ion a n d h ea vy b r ibes . Th e begga r ly 
m eth ods of Ch r is t ia n ity, com pa red with th e open -handed 
libera lity of Is la m th e wretch ed h ovel of th e ch u rch a n d 
th e n ew m os qu e were en ou gh a lon e to con vin ce a qu ite 
ign ora n t peop le th a t th e on e wa s a dyin g, th e oth er a 
living, cause.  

Th e grou n d fa ct is th is . Th e Nor th Alba n ia n 
tribesman is an Albanian first. He has never absorbed the 
h igh er tea ch in g of eith er Ch r is t ia n ity or Is la m (I s pea k of 
th e m a s s es on ly). Ch r is t a n d Moh a m m ed a re to h im two 
s u pern a tu ra l "m a gic d ick ies ," ea ch a b le, if p rop it ia ted , to 
work won ders . Looked a t , im pa r t ia lly, th rou gh th e eyes of 
a t r ibes m a n , wh ich h a s s u cceeded bet ter? As a Ch r is t ia n , 
th e t r ibes m a n wa s t ra m pled by th a t h a ted u n believer , th e 
Sla v (h e h a s n ever ca lled th e Sla v a Ch r is t ia n ). With th e 
h elp of Is la m , on th e con tra ry, th e Sla v h a s been bea ten 
back . Th e Alba n ia n h a s rega in ed m u ch ter r itory. Bu t for 
foreign in terven t ion , h e wou ld h a ve rega in ed m u ch m ore. 
Th e m a gic of Moh a m m ed h a s given h im fa t la n ds , ru lin g 
pos ts in th e Govern m en t , h a s n ot exa cted com pu ls ory 
military service, has paid him well when he chose to fight, 
a n d h a s n ever t rou b led to tea ch h im Moh a m m eda n is m 
properly, but has left him free to keep his old customs.  

He does n ot veil h is wom en , n or s eclu de th em m ore 
th a n do m a n y Ch r is t ia n s , a n d ra rely h a s m ore th a n on e 
wife, s a ve a s is ter -in-law. He pa ys n o m ore a t ten t ion to 
h is Hod ja th a n to h is p r ies t . Excep t a t a m os qu e, I h a ve 
n ever s een h im perform eith er th e p roper p ra yers or 
ablutions. If he be an earnest believer, he belongs to some 
Dervis h s ect p refera b ly th e Bek ta s h es wh ich love th e 
Orth odox Moh a m m eda n s a s do th e Dis s en ters th e 
Church of England. Briefly, he has had all the advantages 
of Is la m , a n d gon e h is own wa y. As a cou n ter -attraction, 



Ch ris t ia n ity offers h im th e pos it ion of u n derdog, 
p rob lem a t ic a dva n ta ges in a n oth er wor ld , a n d , m a rk th is , 
probable foreign domination in this one.  

Rom a n Ca th olicis m , to-da y, in Alba n ia is , a s th e 
Mos lem kn ows well, a n Au s tr ia n p ropa ga n da , worked for 
pu rely (or s h a ll we s a y im pu rely?) polit ica l rea s on s , 
ca r in g, s o fa r a s Au s tr ia is con cern ed , n eith er for th e 
m ora l n or m en ta l developm en t of th e peop le desiring, 
in deed , to reta rd it for a Bis h op , a n Au s tr ia n s u b ject , h a s 
been kn own to refu s e perm is s ion for a s ch ool in a t r ibe 
anxious to have one.  

Till recen t ly, figh ts between Mos lem a n d Ca th olic 
h a ve been a ll eith er in ter t r iba l or "b lood ," ju s t a s between 
Ch r is t ia n a n d Ch r is t ia n or Mos lem a n d Mos lem . Religion 
h a s n ot been m ore of a n excu s e for figh t in g th a n h a ve 
oth er th in gs . On ly qu ite la tely h a ve Mos lem s pers ecu ted 
Christians as Christians. This is because the Moslem sees 
th a t Ca th olicis m is th e th in en d of th e wedge for a foreign 
invader to wit , Au s tr ia . He h a s n o pa r t icu la r qu a rrel with 
Ca th olicis m a s s u ch , bu t foreign ru le, d is gu is ed a s 
Ca th olicis m , h e will res is t a s lon g a s h e ca n s ta n d a n d 
s ee. From h is own poin t of view, h e is rea s on a b le. An d 
th os e wh o h a ve s een a n d u n ders tood th e res u lts of 
Austrian rule in Bosnia, cannot but sympathise with him, 
even though they may deplore his methods.  

I wa s a Gia ou r a bein g from th e ou ts ide wor ld , th a t 
plots annexation th erefore, a n d rea s on a b ly, Lu r ia wa s 
n ot a t a ll p lea s ed to s ee m e. Moreover , I wa s th e gu es t of 
the Franciscan.  

Ka tu n i veter tu rn ed ou t in s om e force to in s pect m e. 
I sat on the grass, and the heads sat around in a circle.  

To m e, pers on a lly, I do n ot believe th a t a n ywh ere th e 
Mos lem s h a d a n y ob ject ion . Were it n ot th a t I wa s 
s u s pected of bein g th e foreru n n er of Gia ou r in ter feren ce, 
th ey wou ld h a ve rega rded m y tou r a s ra th er s por t in g, 
wh ich s om e of th em in deed d id , a n d m ys elf a s qu ite a s 
amusing a n d welcom e a s is a da n cin g bea r or a n orga n -
grinder's monkey in an English village.  

Th e ta le h a d gon e rou n d th a t I wa s s is ter to th e Kin g 
of En gla n d . My a ppea ra n ce, h owever , ju s t ified th em in 
believin g m y s ta tem en t th a t I wa s of low degree. Th e 
Bariakta r 's s on s a id th ey d id n ot wa n t th e Kin g of 
En gla n d , or a n y k in g, in ter fer in g in Lu r ia . Lu r ia is a free 
cou n try. If h e th ou gh t I wa s rea lly th e Kin g's s is ter , h e 
would cut off my head at once. He asked if I were afraid. I, 



en ter in g in to h is p lea s a n try, rep lied th a t if s om e on e 
wou ld len d m e a revolver I s h ou ld be very p lea s ed to 
s h oot h im . Th is is th e s or t of joke th ey like. He beca m e 
qu ite a ffa b le, a n d s u gges ted s h owin g u s wh a t s or t of a 
s h ot h e wa s h im s elf. Th ey s ta r ted s h oot in g a t a wh ite 
stone a lon g s h ot , a cros s th e va lley wh ich h e h it every 
time he tried, to our admiration and his great satisfaction.  

I h a d n ot been m a n y h ou rs in Ka tu n i veter wh en a 
good-look in g Greek tu rn ed u p , a n d a s ked th e 
Fra n cis ca n 's h os p ita lity for th e n igh t . He wa s a s ervin g-
man from th e grea t h ou s e of Deda , h a d com e on foot a s 
fast as he could, in order to attend Mass to-morrow, so he 
said. But really, beyond doubt, to see and report on me.  

He ch a t ted of th e wea lth of th e Deda s wa s in a 
com for ta b le ber th th ere, bu t h a d h a d a ba d t im e before. 
Ha d kn ocked a bou t eleven yea rs in Alba n ia horrible 
country worked h is wa y u p from th e Sou th . Wou ld be 
jolly glad to get back home again.  

I a s ked h im h ow m a n y m en h e h a d k illed th ere
gu es s in g a t on ce th a t h e h a d fled from b lood . "Two," h e 
rep lied a t on ce, a n d h e told u s of h is es ca pe over th e 
border , u n der cover of n igh t a n d a th u n ders torm . It wa s 
a n a ffa ir of h on ou r . He wa s n o vu lga r cr im in a l was 
in deed , a s I lea rn t la ter , a s k illed cra fts m a n , a n d cou ld 
fin d work a n ywh ere. In fou r yea rs h e wou ld be free to 
retu rn h om e m u rder ch a rge wou ld th en h a ve la ps ed . 
Fifteen yea rs ' exile h a d been a lon g p r ice to pa y for h is 
h on ou r , bu t th ere wa s n o oth er wa y. In a like ca s e h e 
would do the time again.  

He joked freely a bou t Is la m ; s a id h is p res en t 
employers wa n ted h im to tu rn Tu rk , bu t it wa s n 't good 
en ou gh . Ha d ea ten a n d s m oked even in Ra m a za n . Ha d 
lived much with Moslems.  

Wh ich s h ows th a t it is n ot s o m u ch th e religiou s 
views of th e Gia ou r th a t th es e m os t exclu s ive of th e 
Mos lem tr ibes ob ject to a s th e polit ica l res u lts th a t m a y 
com e in h is t ra in . A Gia ou r th a t com es for rea s on s with 
wh ich a ll ca n s ym pa th is e is a m a n a n d a b roth er . Ya rn s 
s p rea d by im a gin a t ive n ews pa per corres pon den ts to th e 
effect th a t th e Mos lem tr ibes wh ich th ey h a ve n ot vis ited
have been kn own to ca p tu re foreign ers a n d h old th em a s 
slaves, are wholly imaginary.  

Ma s s wa s ea r ly on Su n da y, a n d th e con grega t ion 
s t ra n gely m ixed . Bes ides Ma rko, wh o a s s is ted a t th e 
a lta r , a n d a Ca th olic wom a n a n d ch ild , were th e Greek



who stood all the time and crossed himself, in the manner 
of h is Ch u rch a n d m ys elf. After s ervice h a d begu n , ca m e 
fou r wom en a n d two m en , a ll Mos lem , cra wled u p on 
th eir h a n ds a n d kn ees , lifted th e a lta r cloth , a n d a ll 
crowded in u n der th e a lta r , th e wom en ta k in g th ree 
babies in wooden cra d les with th em . Th e s pa ce wa s 
pa cked t igh t , a n d th e ba b ies ' m u ffled s qu a lls d is tu rbed 
the service.  

Wh en it wa s over th e pa r ty ca m e cra wlin g ou t , a n d 
wa n ted to be b les s ed . Th e Fra te com plied ; it wa s th e on ly 
wa y th ey wou ld com e, h e s a id , s a d ly. Th e th ree ba b ies 
were n ot well, s o th eir m oth ers h a d b rou gh t th em , a n d 
the three other adults were all ill. Moslem charms had not 
s u cceeded , s o th ey were t ryin g Ch r is t ia n on es . It wa s a 
m os t d ifficu lt pa r is h . Th ey exp la in ed to h im th a t th ey 
were p lea s ed to receive h im in th eir h ou s es , bu t h e m u s t 
not talk about religion.  

La tely, a you n g Ca th olic h a d m a rr ied a Mos lem gir l, 
wh o h a d tu rn ed Ch r is t ia n a n d been ba p t ized . Th e 
Moslems, much annoyed, then bribed the youth, who was 
ba rely twen ty, to tu rn Tu rk . He had just done so. Now his 
wife is very u n h a ppy, a n d ca m e to th e Fra n cis ca n to 
kn ow if s h e cou ld h a ve h er m a rr ia ge d is s olved , a n d h a s 
refused to live with her husband.  

Th e Greek s a id h e h a d com e expres s ly to h ea r Ma s s , 
a n d s h ou ld lea ve d irect ly a fter ; bu t , wh en h e fou n d I wa s 
staying, said he was rather tired, and stayed too.  

Th e Ba r ia k ta r a fin e old m a n a n d s evera l oth ers 
flocked in . Ta lk ra n en t irely on "Kon s t itu tzioon ," th e 
m ys ter iou s u n kn own s om eth in g th a t h a d com e u pon th e 
la n d . Wh a t it wa s , s a id th e old m a n , n o on e kn ew. Th a t it 
m ea n t wa r a ga in s t Gia ou rs wa s cer ta in , bu t wh eth er with 
th e Ru s s ia n s , Au s tr ia n s , or Ita lia n s rem a in ed to be s een . 
Th ey were rea dy in a n y ca s e. "We a re a free peop le," s a id 
th e old boy, with a gr in ; "we do n ot obey Abdu l Ha m id 
excep t wh en we ch oos e. Bu t wh erever h e m a kes a wa r we 
flock like butterflies."  

Th e Greek s a id th ere wou ld be a b ig wa r . He h a d 
s een it a few da ys a go in a gla s s of win e. I won dered if it 
were a ca s e of in vin o ver ita s , a n d n oted th a t win e wa s 
drunk in the Moslem strongholds of the Dedas.  

Lu r ia is th e h ea d ba r ia k of th e redou b ta b le Debra 
group th e "t igers of Debra ," a s s om e even of th eir Mos lem 
com pa tr iots ca ll th em Lu ria , Ma t ija , Debra . Ma t ija is a 
very la rge t r ibe of s om e 1200 h ou s es . Th e th ree t r ibes a re 



in term a rr ia gea b le, a n d cla im Lek Du ka gh in a s form er 
lord of th e la n d . Th eir la w, s o th ey s a id a t Lu r ia , is th e 
Ca n on of Lek . Bu t th ey do n ot com pou n d feu ds by b lood-
gelt . Un les s th e fa m ilies con cern ed ch oos e to m a ke pea ce, 
it con t in u es in defin itely. I n eed s ca rcely s a y th ey pa y n o 
fin e to th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t , n or , in deed , recogn is e it , 
excep t a s a n a lly a ga in s t th e Gia ou r in gen era l a n d Sla v 
in particular.  

Th e Ba r ia k ta r s a id h e m u s t kn ow wh ere I wa s goin g 
a n d wh a t I wa s doin g. I a s ked perm is s ion to vis it cer ta in 
la kes in Lu r ia of wh ich I h a d h ea rd . He d id n ot s m ile on 
th e n ot ion . An Au s tr ia n Con s u l h a d been th ere; th ey 
wanted no more Giaours. It would have to be referred to a 
m ed jlis s of th e wh ole t r ibe. Th a t wou ld ta ke s om e da ys . I 
fou n d I s h ou ld h a ve to pa y a h ea vy fee for th is lega l 
opinion if it were to be in m y fa vou r a n d decided it wa s 
n ot wor th wh ile; a ls o a ba d p receden t for th e n ext 
traveller.  

Wh en th ey h a d gon e to th eir m idda y m ea l, a n d I 
th ou gh t th e coa s t clea r , I wen t ou t a n d d rew a 
character is t ic ku la . (By s pecia l requ es t of m y 
com pa n ion s , m y ca m era h a d been h idden s in ce we left 
Pr izren .) A boy of n in e, s wa gger in g u p , s a id , "You a re n ot 
to wr ite a bou t ou r h ou s es ," a n d wen t off to repor t . Ba ck 
ca m e s t r in gen t orders th a t n oth in g wa s to be wr it ten in 
Luria. Luckily I had finished.   

  

Wh a t I rea lly wa n ted to fin d ou t wa s wh ere I wa s a n d 
th e lie of th e la n d . Accord in g to th e m a p , th e r iver Mola 
ra n qu ite s t ra igh t from Gu r i Ku ch to th e ch u rch of Lu r ia , 
a n d we s h ou ld h a ve followed th e s t rea m u p . In s tea d of 
this we had left it, crossed a mountain, and come straight 
down on to wh a t I took for a n oth er r iver bu t it wa s th e 
Mola after all.  



I wa s bou n d for Mird ita , to s ee th e recep t ion of th e 
Hered ita ry Pr in ce of Mird ita , Pren k Bib Doda , wh os e 
retu rn from exile wa s , in th e eyes of both Mos lem a n d 
Ch r is t ia n t r ibes m en , fa r m ore im por ta n t th a n th e 
Con s t itu t ion . News ca m e in th a t n igh t th a t Pren k h a d 
been s h ot by th e You n g Tu rks a t Sa lon ik i. Lu r ia wa s 
excited , for Pren k rep res en ts th e b lood of Lek Du ka gh in , 
a n d Pren k 's m oth er is from Lu r ia . I h a s ten ed to s ta r t for 
Mird ita . A gu ide wa s ea s ily fou n d , a n d we s ta r ted a lon g 
the mysterious river. We followed down the left bank, high 
a bove th e s t rea m , th rou gh fir wood , m a k in g a detou r to 
h ea d a t r ibu ta ry. Th e t ra ck wa s good . We ca m e rou n d a 
b ig ben d , a n d s oon I s a w th e u n m is ta ka b le Gu r i Ku ch 
r is in g, a grea t cliff, from th e s t rea m . Th e la n d la y below 
m e in b ird 's -eye view, a n d I s a w wh ere th e m a p h a d gon e 
wrong. The church was marked in the straight of the river 
in s tea d of on th e oth er s ide of th e grea t ben d , a n d th e 
n a m es were wron g. We cros s ed two t r ibu ta ry s t rea m s , on 
which stands Krejs, a fair-sized village, on the left bank of 
th e r iver (n ot th e r igh t a s m a rked on th e s ta ff m a p). 
Pa s s in g rou n d Gu r i Ku ch by a t ra ck h igh a bove th e 
wa ter , we s a w Na ra m a l below u s , ra th er fa r th er down 
s t rea m , a n d fa r th er s t ill, h igh on th e va lley s ide, th e 
h ou s e of th e Deda s . Lea vin g th e r iver 's cou rs e we s t ru ck 
s t ra igh t in la n d a s teep a s cen t by th e s ide of Gu r i Ku ch to 
Vla s , a h igh -lyin g villa ge. Vla s is a ll Mos lem , a n d goes 
with Ljuma (see sketch map, p. 309).  

Sh or t ly a fter th is we rea ch ed Mird ita ter r itory. Th e fir 
woods a rou n d Vla s were a s a d s igh t , h u n dreds of b ig 
t rees h a d been felled a n d left to rot , with th e m is ta ken 
idea th a t pa s tu re wou ld grow in th eir p la ce. Bu t 
den u da t ion a n d des ola t ion follows s peed ily, a n d th e 
peop le do n ot lea rn by exper ien ce. I s poke va in ly. Th ey 
s a id it wa s th e cu s tom , a n d m u s t be. Gra s s , it wa s t ru e, 
h a d n ot grown in th is s pot . Th a t wa s n o rea s on wh y it 
s h ou ld n ot in a n oth er . Th en th ey wou ld h a ve flocks a n d 
be rich.  

We rode th rou gh m ore fores ts , wh en en ter in g 
Mirdita, of huge fir trees, quite magnificent, and came out 
on a la rge p la in with ru de wooden h u ts th e s u m m er 
qu a r ters of th e h erd folk dot ted a bou t . Ou t ca m e th e 
peop le, ru n n in g to welcom e u s , b r in gin g a wooden ves s el 
full of bu t term ilk a n d a la rge s h eep-ch ees e, wh ich th ey 
in s is ted on ou r ta k in g a s a gift . "Th a n k God!" cr ied 
Marko; "now we are in a Christian land!"  



By a s ton y t ra ck we wen t on t ill th e s u m m it of Ma l i 
s h a in t (th e Holy Mou n ta in ), with th e Abba te's s u m m er 
res iden ce u pon it , ros e before u s a ga in s t th e s ky, a n d 
pu lled u p by th e ru in s of th e old ch u rch a n d Ben ed ict in e 
m on a s tery, from wh ich th e m ou n ta in ta kes its n a m e a n d 
th e Abba te h is t it le. We a s cen ded on foot to th e lit t le 
wooden h ou s e a n d ch a pel. Th e Abba te kn ows m a n y 
th in gs ; a m on g oth ers , h ow to p la ce h is s u m m er qu a r ters 
on on e of th e fin es t s pots in Eu rope. A won drou s , wild 
s cen e la y below. All Alba n ia glowin g in golden ligh t , cleft 
by grea t b lu e s h a dows Ru m ia beyon d Scu ta r i La ke in th e 
d im d is ta n ce th e ra gged , ja gged Sh a la ra n ge fa r on th e 
other side Guri Kuch, with the Debra Mountains beyond.  

From th e m en in ch a rge we lea rn t th a t th e ru m ou r of 
Pren k Pa s h a 's a s s a s s in a t ion wa s fa ls e, a n d s ta r ted down 
th rou gh woods by a good t ra ck to Oros h i, th a t lies s om e 
2000 feet below. Ka peta n Ma rko Gh oa n n i, Pren k Pa s h a 's 
cou s in , h a d k in d ly told m e to com e to h is h ou s e if I wen t 
to Oros h i, a n d th ith er , fin d in g it wa s n o h ou s e of 
m ou rn in g, we wen t . He wa s a bs en t , bu t h is b roth er 
Ka peta n Nu e a n d h is cou s in received u s with th e grea tes t 
hospitality.  

Th e grea t s ton e h ou s e, h igh on a s h elf on th e 
mountain-s ide, it s b ig, a iry, wh ite-wa s h ed room s , th e 
grea t h ooded h ea r th , th e s olid n a t ive-m a de fu rn itu re, 
chip-ca rved in old Alba n ia n s tyle (a la s , th a t it s h ou ld ever 
be rep la ced by com m on pla ce m a ch in e-m a de Eu ropea n 
s tu ff!) is th e fit t in g h om e of a m ou n ta in ch ief, a n d 
harmonises with the simple dignity of its owners.  

We d in ed a n d s u pped excellen t ly well with ou r two 
h os ts . Th e you n ger m en of th e fa m ily wa ited on u s , 
s ta tely a n d m ed iæ va l, in th e fin e d res s of th e Mird ites . I 
thought of Chaucer's "Yonge Squire,"   

"Of his stature he was of even length, 
And wonderly delyver and great of strength... 
Curteys he was, lowly and servysable, 
And carve beforn his fader atte table,"   

a n d h oped th a t Con s t itu t ion wou ld n ot en ta il th e los s of 
wh a t wa s good a n d bea u t ifu l in th e old life old la m ps for 
new.  

Mird ita n u m bers s om e th ree th ou s a n d h ou s es , s a id 
m y h os t , a ll Ch r is t ia n , a n d con s is ts of five ba r ia ks , of 
wh ich Oros h i, Spa ch i, a n d Ku s h n en i a re of th e s a m e 



b lood a s Sh a la -Sh os h i, a n d n ot in term a rr ia gea b le eith er 
a m on g th em s elves or with Sh a la -Sh os i. Th ey ca m e from 
th e Pes tr iku Mou n ta in s , n ea r Dja kova , wh en th e Tu rks 
fir s t oppres s ed th e la n d . Lek Du ka gh in , th ey s a id , wa s 
on e of th eir own a n ces tors , a n d ru led a ll th e m ou n ta in s 
in th e t im e of Sken derbeg; Lu r ia wa s pa r t of h is la n ds . 
Sken derbeg ru led fa r th er s ou th . Lek wa s followed by h is 
n eph ew, Pa u l i ba rdh (Wh ite Pa u l), a n d it is from h is 
h ou s e th a t th e Mon ten egr in t r ibe Bijelopa vlich (s on of 
White Pa u l) des cen ds , th ou gh it is n ow Serboph on e a n d 
Orth odox. Sken derbeg a n d Lek , th ey s a id , were rela ted , 
th erefore Mird ite wom en wea r th e b la ck gju rd in in 
m ou rn in g for Sken derbeg, wh ich in a ll oth er t r ibes is a 
man's garment only. But no authentic pedigree exists, nor 
could I from tradition compile one that fits.  

Before th eir m igra t ion th e Mird ites s a y th a t th ey 
belon ged to th e Ipek grou p , wh ich wa s th en a ll Ch r is t ia n . 
Th is s ta tem en t is n ot ea s y to recon cile with h is tory, a s in 
th e fir s t da ys of th e Tu rk is h con qu es t , Ipek m u s t h a ve 
been a lm os t wh olly Serb a n d Orth odox. Wa s Mird ita on e 
of th os e t r ibes of m ixed b lood th a t beca m e Serb or 
Alba n ia n , a ccord in g to th e Ch u rch with wh ich it th rew in 
its lot? as has undoubtedly been often the case.  

Or is th e fu r th er t ra d it ion t ru e th a t th e Mird ites , 
a fter th e dea th of Sken derbeg, wh en th e Tu rks took 
Scu ta r i, a n d were h a rryin g th e la n d , fled from Mird ita , 
and returned again to Pestriku, and came back once more 
to Mird ita two h u n dred a n d fifty yea rs a go? Th e ta le of a 
dou b le s h ift in g is com plica ted , bu t I in clin e to believe it , 
a s it a ccou n ts n ot on ly for th e con n ect ion with Ipek 
(wh ich by th a t t im e wa s a lrea dy a lm os t overwh elm ed by 
Alba n ia n s ), bu t a ccou n ts a ls o for th e fa ct , com m en ted on 
by m a n y writers , th a t p reviou s to th e la t ter h a lf of th e 
s even teen th cen tu ry th ere is n o h is tor ica l referen ce to th e 
Mird ites . Proba b ly before th eir s econ d s h ift in g th ey were 
known only as Dukaghini.  

Th e oth er two ba r ia ks , Fa n d i a n d Dib r i (n ot to be 
con fou n ded with th e Mos lem tr ibe of Debra ) a re n ot 
rela ted by b lood , bu t on ly a dop ted by Mird ita . Fa n d i u s ed 
to belon g to th e Lju m a grou p , bu t left it wh en Lju m a 
tu rn ed Mos lem a n d join ed Ca th olic Mird ita . In ba t t le 
Kth ela , th e border t r ibe, goes with Mird ita . Kth ela in 
s evera l pa r t icu la rs res em bles Mird ita , bu t is n ot b lood-
related.  



Mird ita h a d n ot yet decided to a ccep t Con s t itu t ion , 
t ill it kn ew m ore a bou t it . It h a d s worn bes a wh en th e 
others had. Otherwise, by now it would have declared war 
on the Moslem tribes of Djakova, and have gone to avenge 
th e wron g don e to th e Fra te a n d th e Ch r is t ia n villa ges . I 
ga th ered th a t s om eth in g like a "Cros s a n d Cres cen t" wa r 
h a d been con tem pla ted a n d relin qu is h ed with regret . It 
fea red th a t by a ccep t in g Con s t itu t ion u n les s with s pecia l 
conditions it wou ld los e s ta tu s . It h a d n ever from th e 
beginning accepted Turkish rule, nor paid a tax.  

My h os ts were a s ton is h ed a t th e ta xes we pa y in 
En gla n d , a n d th ou gh t it s h owed very ba d m a n a gem en t . I 
da res a y th ey a re r igh t . Bu t th ey a dm it ted th a t for b lood 
alone, a very considerable tax is paid in Mirdita.  

A regu la r ou tb rea k of s h oot in g wa s goin g on . It wa s 
ru m ou red th a t b lood-ven gea n ce wa s to com e to a n en d , 
s o a ll were pa yin g off old s cores wh ile yet th ere wa s t im e. 
Mird ita h a s s pecia l b lood la ws of it s own . Im m edia tely on 
th e dea th of a m a n , th e s la yer m u s t pa y th e Ka peta n a n d 
ox and £T.5. A medjliss is then called to decide what more 
fin e h e pa ys . His h ou s e is n ot bu rn t . Th e fin e va r ies from 
ten to twen ty s h eep or goa ts a ccord in g to h is m ea n s . To 
m a ke pea ce b lood-gelt is pa id . Th e wh ole expen s e, 
in clu d in g fee to th e m ed jlis s , is a bou t £60 . After th e fir s t 
twenty-fou r h ou rs , wh en a m a n m a y be expected to a ct in 
h ot b lood , ven gea n ce m a y be ta ken on ly on th e gu ilty 
pa r ty, a n d n ot on a n y rela t ive. Th is is a n em en da t ion of 
the old law.  

On a point of honour Mirdita can and has shed blood 
in tor ren ts . Th e Mird ites a re fa m ed of old a s ca t t le-lifters, 
goin g a -ra id in g joyfu lly, a s d id th e cla n s on th e En glis h 
border , a n d s u cces s fu lly ca p tu r in g a h u n dred h ea d a t a 
t im e from th e p la in s of wh ich th ey were th e ter ror and 
even from far Moslem tribes.  

Th e t ra de rou te from Pr izren to Scu ta r i wa s a r ich 
plundering ground, and the Mirdite zaptiehs, instituted to 
s a fegu a rd it , a re, s o ru n s th e ta le, th e on ly gen da rm es 
regu la r ly pa id by th e old Tu rk is h Govern m en t , a s , if th eir 
pa y is m ore th a n a week or s o in a r rea rs , th ey p rom ptly 
"h old u p" th e roa d a n d in ba d ca s es cu t th e telegra ph 
lin e. Th ey were in like m a n n er s u bs id is ed to "p rotect" th e 
plains in part.  

Th e Mird ites by n o m ea n s a lwa ys s h a ve th e h ea d , a s 
do m os t oth er t r ibes . In m a n y in s ta n ces , in deed , th ey 
shave only a very small patch on the temples.  



As two of th e five ba r ia ks a re of d ifferen t b lood , it is 
n ot s u rp r is in g th a t th e type s h ou ld va ry m u ch . Ta ll, grey-
eyed m en a n d s m a ll, da rk on es both occu r frequ en t ly, 
and all the intermediates.  

Tra vellers wh o h a ve des cr ibed Mird ites a s a ll "da rk" 
or "fa ir" h a ve vis ited on ly on e pa r t . So fa r a s I kn ow, n on e 
of the Mirdites tattoo.  

Mird ita 's recen t h is tory h a s been t ra gic. By th e s ide 
of Ka peta n Ma rko's h ou s e s ta n d th e ru in s of th e h ou s e of 
th e h ea d of th e t r ibe, Pren k Pa s h a , bu rn t by th e Tu rks in 
1877 . Mird ita h a d ta ken n o pa r t a ga in s t th e 
Mon ten egr in s du r in g th e begin n in g of th e wa r of 1876 , 
bu t wa s kn own to be p la n n in g in depen den ce. Pren k wa s 
in t rea ty with th e Mon ten egr in s , wh en Servia a n d 
Mon ten egro m a de a tem pora ry pea ce with Tu rkey. Th is 
s et free th e Tu rk is h t roops , eigh t ba t ta lion s m a rch ed on 
Mird ita . Th e Mos lem s of Dja kova , Lju m a , Ma t ija , wh o a ll 
h a d old s cores to pa y, a t ta cked a t th e s a m e t im e, a n d 
Mird ita wa s overwh elm ed on a ll s ides a t on ce. Th e 
Tu rk is h t roops rea ch ed Oros h i, a n d bu rn t th e h ou s e of 
th e you n g ch ief, wh o th en es ca ped . As we looked a t th e 
ruins, I was told how he was treacherously captured later. 
Th is wa s in 1881 . Th e Alba n ia n lea gu e h a d res is ted th e 
ces s ion of Alba n ia n ter r itory to Mon ten egro, ordered by 
th e Powers . Th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t , wh ich h a d m a de 
pea ce with th e Mird ites , n ow s u s pected th e you n g Pr in ce 
a s a pos s ib le ch a m pion of Alba n ia n in depen den ce. 
Meetin g h im on e da y, a t d in n er , a t th e Au s tr ia n 
Con s u la te, Dervis h Pa s h a in vited h im to in s pect a 
Tu rk is h wa r ves s el, th en off Medu a . Con tra ry, it is s a id , 
to th e a dvice of h is fr ien ds , th e you n g Pr in ce wen t . Th e 
ves s el a t on ce got u p s tea m , a n d th e lit t le p lea s u re t r ip 
beca m e a twen ty-eigh t yea rs ' exile, pa s s ed , for m a n y 
yea rs in Ka s ta m u n i, in As ia Min or . Recen t ly, th e Pr in ce 
wa s ta ken in to fa vou r a t Con s ta n t in op le, a n d m a de a ide-
de-camp to the Sultan, but not permitted to return home.  

His com in g wa s n ow da ily n ea rer , a n d Mird ita wa s 
a fla m e with expecta t ion , a n d torn by dou b t of Tu rk is h 
promises.  

From th e h ou s e of th e Ka peta n I wen t to th a t of th e 
Abba te, th e b ra in of th e Mird ita perh a ps th e s t ron ges t 
pers on a lity in Nor th Alba n ia . Wh en a n yth in g of 
importance is on hand, one of the first questions asked by 
a ll, p r ies t , la ym a n , Con s u l of every n a t ion is , "Wh a t does 
the Abbate think of it?" And they never know.  



Of h is ch u rch , des ign ed by h im s elf th e la rges t in a ll 
th e m ou n ta in s h is grea t h ou s e fu rn is h ed th rou gh ou t in 
Eu ropea n ta s te, a n d h is p r in cely h os p ita lity, I n eed n ot 
h ere tell. Th ey a re well kn own to a ll wh o vis it Scu ta r i a n d 
make a trip in the mountains.  

He wa s n ot th en a t h om e, bu t h is s is ter , wh o greeted 
m e k in d ly a s a form er a cqu a in ta n ce, a n d th e p r ies t of 
Oros h i, d id th e h on ou rs of th e h ou s e. Bu t Oros h i with ou t 
th e Abba te is "Ha m let" with ou t Ha m let , a n d Pren k Pa s h a 
was not yet due.  

A Kth ela za p t ieh , off du ty for a t im e, wa s on h is wa y 
home a da rk , ga y, boyis h th in g. I s ta r ted off for Kth ela 
with him as guide. He was a Kthela man, he said, but was 
or igin a lly of Kilm en i (Seltze). "A lon g t im e a go" a fa m ily 
h a d em igra ted a n d s et t led in Kth ela , a n d h a d n ow 
expa n ded in to twen ty h ou s es , wh ich a re 
in term a rr ia gea b le with th e res t of Kth ela . Th e t ra ck , a 
good on e, led a lon g th e left ba n k of th e Fa n i i vogel, over 
it a n d u p th e oth er s ide to th e ch u rch -h ou s e of Blin is h t i, 
in the bariak of Kushneni.  

Th e lit t le old ch u rch is of th e u s u a l Mird ite pa t tern . 
Th e t iled roof p rojects a t th e en d , a n d is s u ppor ted on 
posts to form a la rge en tra n ce-porch or vera n da h . A h u ge 
oa k h a rd by wa s th ick ly covered with a s pecies of 
mistletoe not the English one. I asked about it in hopes of 
lea rn in g s om e s u pers t it ion , bu t fou n d it a n ob ject of n o 
in teres t . From Blin is h t i we wen t on to Sh pa l th e ch u rch 
wh ich is th e ga th er in g-poin t for a ll Mird ita and, 
des cen d in g a ga in in to th e va lley of th e Fa n i, cros s ed it a t 
Pes h kes a n d s t ru ck u p th rou gh wooded s lopes for Kth ela . 
A s a d m a s s a cre of b ig oa ks wa s goin g on . A t ree is felled , 
a n d th en th e wh ole t ru n k is ch opped down in to on e 
s m a ll, ir regu la r p la n k . Th e t ra ck a n d th e h ills ide were 
h ea ped with ch ips . A m a n wa s h a rd a t work h a ck in g th e 
last felled giant. I vainly urged that a saw was very cheap, 
a n d th a t fou r or five p la n ks a t lea s t cou ld be m a de from 
on e t ru n k m u ch m ore res u lt for th e la bou r . He a n d th e 
Kth ela m en were cros s a t th is , a n d s a id th is wa s th e 
p roper wa y. Th ey h a d a lwa ys m a de p la n ks like th is , 
a lwa ys wou ld , a n d d id n ot wa n t to be in ter fered with . 
Th ey h a d th e r igh t to do a s th ey p lea s ed with th eir own 
trees which was unanswerable.  

We rode th rou gh wood a lon g th e h ills ide, a n d , 
com in g ou t of it a t th e en d , s a w a ll Kth ela below u s a s ea 
of fores ted h ills in wh ich s ca rce a h ou s e is vis ib le. On e 



grea t s qu a re-h ea ded m ou n ta in , Ma l Sela t it , ros e on th e 
left . At it s foot , s a id ou r gu ide, wa s a for t res s of Lek 
Du ka gh in , a n d beyon d it , on th e oth er s ide, th e "city of 
Sken derbeg," ru in s wh ich few s t ra n gers h a ve ever s een . 
His a ccou n t wa s va gu e; h e h a d been th ere, bu t it wa s 
very dangerous all Moslems.  

The priest of Kthela welcomed us. His house was very 
p r im it ive, th e s h or t b roa d p la n ks a ll a xe-h ewn , a n d h is 
beeh ives , a t th e ba ck , fen ced rou n d with ox a n d h ors e 
s ku lls on pos ts , "to keep off th e evil eye," h e s a id , 
laughing.  

Kth ela con s is ts of th ree ba r ia ks Kth ela , Sela t i, a n d 
Per la t i. Kth ela is a ll Ca th olic, th e two oth ers m ixed . Th ey 
border on Luria, and Islamism is spreading.  

Kth ela is ch iefly fores t , a n d lives la rgely by ca t t le-
lifting. It had not accepted Constitution, asked doubtfully, 
"Wh a t is Con s t itu t ion ?" a n d op in ed th a t if it were Tu rk is h 
it was bad.  

"Ha s th e p r is on in Scu r ta r i been pu lled down yet?" 
th ey a s ked ea ger ly. "If it is t ru e th a t Kon s t itu tzioon 
m ea n s th a t a ll th e la n d is free, it will n ot be wa n ted a n y 
more!"  

"But how can the Constitution punish a thief without 
a prison?"  

"Chop off his hand," said every one promptly.  
"That is very cruel," said I.  
"Not h a lf s o ba d a s p r is on . He h a s s tolen with h is 

r igh t h a n d . Very well. Ch op it off, bu t do n ot ta ke a wa y 
h is freedom ." (I h a ve even m et p r ies ts wh o u ph eld th is 
th eory. Kn owledge of Tu rk is h p r is on s m a kes it n ot s o 
extra ord in a ry a s it a ppea rs .) "If Kon s t itu tzioon m ea n s 
prisons down with it."  

Ou r lively gu ide exp la in ed to m e, before a n 
a pp la u d in g a u d ien ce, th a t , s o fa r , Kon s t itu tzioon wa s a 
dea d fa ilu re. "It p rom is ed to give u s roa ds , a n d ra ilwa ys , 
a n d s ch ools , a n d to keep order a n d ju s t ice. We h a ve h a d 
it two wh ole m on th s , a n d it h a s don e n on e of th es e 
th in gs . We h a ve given ou r bes a t ill S t . Dim itr i, a n d if it 
has not done them by then good-bye Konstitutzioon!"  

I s a id n o Govern m en t , h owever good , cou ld do a ll 
these things in the six weeks left. They shouted me down.  

"It cou ld if it ch os e. A Govern m en t ca n do ju s t a s it 
likes, or it is not a Government."  

I urged the cost railways, for example.  



"Ra ilwa ys , dea r la dy, cos t n oth in g. Th ey a re a lwa ys 
made by foreign companies."  

"Sch ools cos t th ou s a n ds of p ia s t res th e h ou s e, th e 
master, books."  

"Sch ools in a ll civilis ed la n ds cos t n oth in g. Th ey a re 
all free. The Government pays for them."  

"In En gla n d ," I s a id , "we h a ve to pa y a grea t dea l for 
schools."  

Th ey retor ted th a t th e En glis h Govern m en t m u s t be 
ba d , a n d th ey d id n ot wa n t a poor on e like th a t . I s a id , 
firm ly, th a t every oth er la n d h a d to pa y for a ll th es e 
th in gs , a n d Alba n ia m u s t too, or go with ou t . Bu t on e of 
th e pa r ty kn ew a s a fa ct th a t , in Au s tr ia a n d Ita ly, th e 
Government built most beautiful things and paid for them 
itself.  

In des pa ir , a n d th in k in g it wa s a s u b ject th ey cou ld 
u n ders ta n d , I poin ted ou t th a t it wou ld ta ke m ore th a n 
s ix weeks to orga n is e gen da rm er ie to keep order in a ll 
Alba n ia . Th ey were in d ign a n t , a n d s a id th ey d id n ot wa n t 
Tu rk is h za p t ieh s in th eir la n d , were n ot a fra id of th em , 
and would defend their kulas even against artillery.  

"Bu t you s a y you wa n t a good Govern m en t a n d la w 
a n d order . How ca n order be kep t with ou t za p t ieh s or a 
prison?"  

"By the Konstitutzioon."  
I fell ba ck exh a u s ted from th e u n equ a l com ba t , a n d 

they triumphed.  
"Wh en a ll is s et in order ," th ey s a id , "wh en we h a ve" 

(h ere followed a lis t of a ll requ ired to fit ou t a fir s t -class 
Power a n d a s m a ll Utop ia ), "th en if we a re qu ite s a t is fied , 
it wou ld be r igh t for u s to pa y a lit t le ta x. Bu t it wou ld be 
s illy to pa y for a th in g before we kn ow h ow we liked it . If 
Kon s t itu tzioon is n ot r ich en ou gh to do th es e th in gs , it 
can go to the devil the sooner the better."  

I wa s filled with s orrow for th is ch ild -peop le, h elp les s 
before th e p rob lem s of grown -u p life. Loya l, ca pa b le of 
m u ch h ero-wors h ip , th ey wou ld follow to th e dea th a 
Pr in ce in wh om th ey believe; bu t of th is in ta n gib le, 
in vis ib le Kon s t itu tzioon , th ey u n ders tood , a n d cou ld 
understand, nothing.  

It is h a rd to be h u r led from s om ewh ere a bou t th e 
fou r th cen tu ry, a t la tes t , in to th e twen t ieth , with ou t on e 
breathing-s pa ce. I a s ked m ys elf dou b tfu lly wh eth er 
Kon s t itu tzioon u n ders tood th em a n y bet ter th a n th ey d id 
it . Above a ll, I wa s a n xiou s th a t by n o fu t ile a n d ill-timed 



revolt th ey s h ou ld da m n th em s elves in th e eyes of 
Wes tern polit icia n s , to wh om th e b les s ed word 
Con s t itu t ion s eem s to be a s or t of Moris on p ill to cu re a ll 
evils.  

Tim e d id n ot perm it fu r th er wa n der in g in Kth ela . I 
left it for Robigo, where, said the priest, I should find good 
qu a r ters a t th e Fra n cis ca n 's . Th e Kth ela la d volu n teered 
to gu ide u s a ga in . Pa s s in g th rou gh Rs h en i, wh ere th ere is 
a flou r is h in g s ch ool du e to th e en ergy of th e loca l p r ies t
we des cen ded to th e Fa n i i vogel, followed it , a n d cros s ed 
it ju s t a bove its ju n ct ion with th e Fa n i i m a dh (wh ich is , I 
believe, th e s a m e r iver wh os e s ou rce I s a w on th e Ch a fa 
Ma lit , u n der a d ifferen t n a m e). Here th ere is a p iece of 
deba ta b le la n d , cla im ed both by Mird ita a n d th e t r ibes of 
th e Ales s io Mou n ta in s , over wh ich th ere h a s been s o 
m u ch b loods h ed , th a t for th e t im e bein g it h a s been left 
by both , a n d th e t rees h a ve grown ta ll a n d fin e. Th en we 
pou n ded a lon g th e s h in gly h a lf-d r ied bed of th e u n ited 
Fanis till, as evening was closing in, we saw the church of 
Rob igo h igh on a cra g a bove th e r iver , a pp roa ch ed it on 
th e wron g s ide, fou n d n o t ra ck in th e d im ligh t , a n d 
scrambled up on foot.  

I wa s extrem ely s u rp r is ed on th e top to fin d a la rge 
b lock of bu ild in gs , a n d n ot a t a ll s u rp r is ed to be m et by a 
s tern a n d foreign Fra n cis ca n a n d th e word "cla u s u ra ." It 
wa s a fr ia ry, a n d h e cou ld do n o oth er th a n refu s e m e 
a dm is s ion . My fa ith fu l gu ides were h orr ified . As u s u a l 
with Albanians, they cared no pin for Church rule when it 
ra n cou n ter to Alba n ia n cu s tom . Hos p ita lity to a s t ra n ger 
gu es t wa s a s a cred du ty. To refu s e it wa s a n ou tra ge on 
th e Alba n ia n peop le. Th ey told th e foreign Fra n cis ca n 
th eir op in ion of h im . Th ey wou ld , I believe, h a ve s poken 
in like m a n n er to th e Pope h im s elf. I wa s a n xiou s on ly to 
go and find other shelter before it was pitch-dark.  

Th e foreign Fra n cis ca n , n a tu ra lly, rem a in ed 
u n m oved by th e ta le of m y m a n y vir tu es a n d the 
qu a n t it ies of eccles ia s ts m u ch h igh er th a n h im s elf wh o 
were only too glad to know me. But he sent a boy to guide 
us to possible quarters.  

We forded th e r iver in th e da rk , a n d s tu m bled a lon g 
to a la rge h ou s e, wh os e own er received u s a t on ce, 
lamenting on ly th a t h e h a d n ot been wa rn ed in t im e to 
m a ke p repa ra t ion s . To a ll h e h a d we were welcom e. A 
la dder in th e da rk led u s to a grea t ca vern ou s room 
devoid of a ll fu rn itu re a n d ligh ted on ly by th e fire th a t 



b la zed ben ea th th e h u ge h ood th a t rea ch ed from th e 
ra ftered roof to with in s om e th ree feet of th e floor . We s a t 
rou n d it with th e la rge fa m ily. Ou r h os t wa s very a n gry a t 
m y reject ion by th e fr ia ry. I s a id in va in th a t th ey cou ld 
n ot do oth erwis e. It wa s a n in s u lt , h e s a id , to Alba n ia n 
hospitality. He made broad remarks on the celibacy of the 
clergy, h ea rd with grea t in teres t of a ll ou r wa n der in gs , 
bu t on ly retu rn ed to ra ge th a t I s h ou ld h a ve gon e s o fa r 
and have been insulted at Robigo. Nor would he look on it 
in any other light.   

  

We s a t on th e floor a n d s u pped a rou n d th e s ofra . He 
poin ted ou t h is eldes t da u gh ter , a n ice-look in g gir l of 
s ixteen . Sh e ou gh t , by n ow, to be m a rr ied , h e s a id . He 
betroth ed h er a s a ch ild . Th e m a rr ia ge da y h a d been 
fixed . Pr ies t a n d b r idegroom were a ll rea dy, a n d th en s h e 
s a id s h e wou ld n ot h a ve h im . Sh e h a d n ever s een h im 
before. Th e p r ies t refu s ed to m a rry th em with ou t h er 
con s en t . Her pa ren ts h a d t r ied to force h er . Th e 
bridegroom h a d th en ga lla n t ly offered to relea s e h er 
with ou t dem a n d in g b lood , s a yin g very s en s ib ly, th a t h e 
d id n ot wa n t a wife wh o d id n ot wa n t h im , a n d th a t s h e 
cou ld m a rry wh om s h e p lea s ed s o fa r a s h e wa s 



concerned th e on ly ca s e I m et in wh ich a rea s on a b le view 
wa s ta ken of a gir l's refu s a l. Ma rko, wh o h a s en ligh ten ed 
views on th e s u b ject , s u gges ted th a t ch ild betroth a ls 
m u s t gen era lly ca u s e t rou b le. Bu t th e fa th er m a in ta in ed , 
"Sh e m u s t m a rry a ccord in g to m y p lea s u re a n d n ot for 
hers." When it was sleep-time they gave me a yorgan to lie 
on . Bu t th e res t of th e com pa n y s im ply la y down on th e 
boards anywhere, and slept.  

Next m orn in g ea r ly s a w u s on th e wa y to Ales s io, 
r id in g down th e left ba n k of th e Fa n i, a n d pa s s in g, on th e 
wa y, it s ju n ct ion with th e Ma ti. Ou r lively za p t ieh ch eered 
th e rou te with a n in s t ru ct ive ta le of th e s iege of a cer ta in 
ku la we pa s s ed , by s old iers from Scu ta r i s en t to collect 
cattle-ta x. Th e ta x h a d been , s o th e d is t r ict th ou gh t , 
exorb ita n t ly ra is ed . Th e d is t r ict a lrea dy pa id s om e. Th e 
h ea dm a n wa s bou n d to res is t . "So th e s old iers were s en t . 
As I a m a za p t ieh , I h a d to go too. Wh a t d id I do? Oh , of 
cou rs e a ll we za p t ieh s fired in th e a ir . We were a ll on th e 
m a n 's s ide. We h a d to go beca u s e we were told ." He 
roa red with la u gh ter . Aided th u s by th e za p t ieh s , th e ta x-
collecting expedition naturally failed.  

By n oon th e won der-wor ld of th e m ou n ta in s wa s left 
beh in d u s ; we rode ou t on to th e p la in in to th e 
commonplace a n d s topped a t Milot i, a p ret ty villa ge, 
wh ere its ch a rm in g old p r ies t a t on ce in vited u s in . We 
h a d a fes t ive lu n ch with th e old gen t lem a n , wh o wa s 
gr ieved to h ea r a bou t th e Rob igo a dven tu re, a n d , to m y 
s u rp r is e, th ou gh t th e fr ia ry h a d a cted wron gly. We pa r ted 
h ere with ou r fr ien d of Kth ela , n o m ore gu id in g bein g 
requ ired ; bu t ou r cou r teou s old h os t in s is ted on h a vin g 
h is h ors e s a dd led a n d r id in g with u s a s fa r a s th e ford . 
He wa ited t ill we rea ch ed th e oth er s ide, wa ved fa rewell, 
and rode away.  

We followed th e ka ld rm i th rou gh Sh en kol to Ales s io, 
I rem em ber in g th e t ra ck a s on e does a ba d d rea m . Fou r 
yea rs before I h a d cra wled a n d s ta ggered a lon g it on foot , 
th rou gh m u d a n d wa ter , h a lf s ta rved . On e b roken -down 
h u t reca lled to m e vivid ly h ow I h a d th ou gh t th ere th a t I 
could go no farther, and knew that I must.  

Th e th eory of bea t in g th e bou n da r ies is correct . 
Th ere is n oth in g like pa in for s ta m pin g m in u te deta ils 
ineradicably in the mind.  

Ales s io h a d im proved s in ce m y la s t vis it , a n d h a d a 
"hotel" h u m ble, it is t ru e, bu t th e bed wa s clea n a n d th e 
s u pper good . Ales s io wa s m u ch excited . Pren k Pa s h a h a d 



a rr ived th a t very m orn in g a t Medu a , been m et by a la rge 
pa r ty, a n d h a d gon e to Scu ta r i. Even ts were likely to 
march, and we must march too.  

And to Scutari we hastened next morning.    

CHAPTER XII 
THE RETURN OF PRENK PASHA  

"Hail to the Chief who in triumph advances!"   

THE retu rn of Pren k Pa s h a to h is peop le wa s th e 
fin a l a ct in th e grea t d ra m a of th e Com in g of th e 
Constitution.  

Th e oth er Ch r is t ia n t r ibes h a d ligh t-heartedly 
rejoiced , filled on ly with ch ild -like belief th a t a n y ch a n ge 
m u s t be for th e bet ter , a n d a wild h ope th a t s om e Power 
was about to intervene and save them. Mirdita and Kthela 
a lon e h u n g ba ck , s ilen t , ca u t iou s . Th ey wou ld n ot 
exch a n ge th eir lit t le la m p of liber ty for th e pa ten t 
fla religh t of th e New Con s t itu t ion , t ill th ey felt s a t is fied of 
th e t ru th of it s m u ch -a dver t is ed a dva n ta ges . Oth ers s a n g 
a n d fired volleys ; th e m en of th e Mird ite m ou n ta in s 
remained dumb among their rocks.  

"Th e Mird ites a re com in g to-m orrow," s a id Ru m ou r
"on Th u rs da y on Sa tu rda y on e da y n ext week ." Bu t th ey 
gave no sign. Then the Djimiet (Young Turk Committee) in 
Scu ta r i beca m e a n xiou s a n d a n n oyed . It believed th a t a 
b ra in , a n d a ca n n y on e, wa s res pon s ib le. Th e You n g Tu rk 
is th e s on of th e Old Tu rk , a n d th e Djim iet th ou gh t to 
a t ta in its en d by a s s u m in g a bu llyin g a t t itu de. It s en t a 
let ter to th e Arch b is h op of Scu ta r i, b idd in g h im in form 
th e Abbot of th e Mird ites th a t if h is t r ibe d id n ot a t on ce 
com e down to Scu ta r i a n d a ccep t th e Con s t itu t ion , h e 
m u s t ta ke th e con s equ en ces . To th is th e a s tu te Abbot 
rep lied , with th e cou r tes y for wh ich h e is ren own ed , th a t , 
in th e fir s t p la ce, h e wa s n ot u n der th e Arch b is h op of 
Scu ta r i; in th e s econ d , h e wa s pos s es s ed of pu rely 
s p ir itu a l power ; h e th erefore cou ld n ot in ter fere in 
temporal affairs; the Mirdites, of course, had a Prince, but 
h e, m os t u n for tu n a tely, wa s in Con s ta n t in op le, a n d th ere 
was no one to command them. He added that it had never 
been th e cu s tom of th e Mird ites to m eet in Scu ta r i, bu t 
a lwa ys a t th e cen tre poin t of th e t r ibe, th e old Ch u rch of 
Shpal (St. Paul).  



Th e Djim iet rea lis ed of a s u dden th a t even You n g 
Tu rks m a ke m is ta kes s om et im es , com m u n ica ted a t on ce 
with Con s ta n t in op le, a n d a fter n ea r ly th ir ty yea rs of exile, 
Pren k Pa s h a wa s retu rn ed to h is n a t ive la n d , a lm os t a s 
fast as it was possible to send him.  

Th e Abbot h a d con qu ered . Th e excitem en t wa s grea t . 
Th e Mos lem s of Scu ta r i were fu r iou s ta lked of s h oot in g 
Prenk when he arrived. But the Christians were filled with 
a grea t joy. Th e-Man-that-was-born-to-be-Pr in ce wa s 
com in g, a n d a ll wou ld be well. I lea rn ed m u ch of th e 
Divin e r igh t of Kin gs th e m ed iæ va l fa ith th a t pu t th e fa te 
of a peop le in on e m a n 's h a n ds . Of Pren k Pa s h a h im s elf, 
folk could tell me nothing at all. They were uncertain even 
wh eth er h e cou ld s t ill s pea k Alba n ia n . Bu t of h is ca pa city 
to ru le, to s et wron g r igh t , th ey h a d n o s h a dow of a 
dou b t . "He is th e s on of Bib Doda , a n d th e b lood of th e 
Dukaghins is in his veins."  

Th e res tora t ion of a n exiled Pr in ce to h is peop le in a 
wild , m ed iæ va l la n d in th e twen t ieth cen tu ry wa s a n 
even t th a t for d ra m a t ic in teres t cou ld h a ve n o r iva l. It 
cried to me, and I went.  

Th e ga th er in g of th e t r ibes m en wa s fixed for 
Sep tem ber 30 , 1908 . Pren k Pa s h a wa s to be two da ys on 
the way.  

Ma rko a n d I left ea r ly, s o a s to be well a h ea d , a n d 
rode over th e pa rch ed p la in a n d th rou gh th e s h ru n ken 
Drin , wh ich wa s yet deep en ou gh to flow over th e tops of 
m y boots , th ou gh I twis ted m y feet u p a s h igh a s th ey 
would go.  

We pu lled u p a t th e h a n a t Na ra n ch i, on th e borders 
of Mird ita . Th e h a n jee, a Scu ta ren e, wa s a ll a gog with th e 
a pproa ch in g even t . Th e m en of Mn ela , th e border villa ge 
of th e Dib r i ba r ia k , were com in g in force to h a il a n d 
escort their chief.  

In a n oth er h a lf-h ou r down th ey t rooped a t a dou b le, 
a ll of a pa ck , fir in g a s th ey ca m e s m a ll, da rk m en for the 
m os t pa r t , wiry a n d ea ger th e m os t n otor iou s robbers 
and skilled cattle-lifters of the district. Rattle, clatter, over 
th e loos e s ton es , followed th eir p r ies t a long, black figure, 
on a s t ron g, wh ite h ors e. Th e wa ll of a ru in ed cot ta ge, 
bu rn t for b lood , s erved a s a look-ou t pos t , wh en ce th e 
Mn ela m en took it in tu rn to s ca n th e p la in a n xiou s ly. 
Th e res t s a t , a s is th eir won t , in a circle, a n d deba ted th e 
coming event.  



At fir s t s igh t of th e d is ta n t ca va lca de th ere wa s a 
grea t cry, a n d a pa r ty ru s h ed off to m eet it . Th e 
rem a in der d rew u p in ru de order by th e wa ys ide tense, 
lis ten in g. Dis ta n t s h ots th e rep lyin g on es h e is com in g, 
h e is com in g! In a clou d of wh ite s m oke, a n d th e da n -
dan-da n of th e r ifle-s h ots , Pren k Pa s h a befezzed , a n d in 
u n iform gold -corded ca n tered u p on a wh ite h ors e with 
h is es cor t , d rew rein , a n d th rew h im s elf from th e s a dd le. 
A roa r of r ifles ra n g ou t , a s Mn ela , in a s olid m a s s , fired 
over our heads. And then it was obvious that Prenk Pasha 
wa s a s t ra n ger in th e la n d . He recoiled , dea fen ed from 
wh a t , to th e t r ibes m en a n d m ys elf for I h a d been u n der 
fire on a n d off for two m on th s wa s on ly a p lea s in g 
exhilaration.  

Pren k Pa s h a h a d a r r ived . Th ere wa s a cer ta in iron y 
a bou t th e fa ct th a t th e m a n wh o h a d left a s a p r is on er
treacherously kidnapped on board a Turkish warship was 
n ow retu rn in g to th e la n d of h is b ir th , in Tu rk is h 
u n iform , a s a ide-de-ca m p to th e Su lta n , a n d a t ten ded by 
two Tu rk is h gu a rd ia n a n gels You n g Tu rks in officers ' 
uniforms.  

Th e h a lt wa s s h or t . It wa s a lrea dy la te. We 
remounted . Th e Pa s h a , with h is cou s in , Ka peta n Ma rko, 
and his escort, pushed on, I following, up the valley of the 
Gja d r i. We were s topped to receive h os p ita lity a t th e 
h ou s e of a h ea dm a n th e m os t celeb ra ted ca t t le-lifter of 
th em a ll wh ere we s a t on a s ca r let ca rpet , d ra n k ra k ia , 
a n d a te tep id m u tton with ou r fin gers , th e You n g Tu rks 
kindly pulling off lumps from the main animal for me.  

Th e Pa s h a s h owed n o des ire to p rolon g th is m ea l. We 
rem ou n ted , a n d h u s t led u p th e m ou n ta in -s ide towa rds 
Mnela as fast as the shades of night allowed. The sun had 
gon e down s u llen in a pu rp le s torm -clou d , lea vin g b lood-
red ga s h es over th e in d igo m ou n ta in s . We cla t tered u p a 
zigzag I followin g th e wh ite h ors e in fron t of m e, th a t 
s h owed a s a lu m in ou s s pot in th e gloom till we s a w th e 
s u dden red b la ze of bea con fire, beyon d th e s m a ll oa k 
wood that hid the priest's house.  

It was an unusually large house; but even so I do not 
kn ow h ow gu es ts , es cor t , a n d s erva n ts a ll crowded in to 
it but they did.  

I d in ed in s ta te with Pren k Pa s h a , Ka peta n Ma rko, 
the Padre, and the two guardian angels.  

Th e Pa s h a , like a m a n in a d rea m , overwh elm ed by a 
wh ir l of h a lf-rem em bered , h a lf-forgot ten bygon es , pa ced 



th e room u n ea s ily, too m u ch excited to ea t . "Wh a t t r icks I 
p la yed h ere wh en I wa s you n g!" h e s a id , h a lf da zed , "a n d 
n ow a ll th e old gen era t ion a re gon e! I kn ow n o on e no 
on e." He b roke off a b ru p t ly, a n d I th ou gh t of "Th e Ma n 
th a t wa s ." "You kn ow, Ma dem ois elle," h e a dded , with a 
la u gh , "it is s a id th a t th ey a re a ll robbers , a n d I a m a 
robber chief!"  

Th e You n g Tu rks were h u n gry, a n d d id ju s t ice to th e 
boiled m u tton . Th ey were Djim iet you n g m en , a n d h eld 
golden views of th e Con s t itu t ion . Not h a vin g been u p 
country themselves, they were most anxious to hear how I 
h a d fou n d th in gs . On e wa s flu en t in Fren ch ; we got on 
well. I told of th e s ta te of th in gs a t Dja kova a n d Lu r ia , 
and the views of Kosovo vilayet.  

He wa s ra th er ta ken a ba ck . Th e idea of pos s ib le 
difficulties surprised him.  

"Th e p la n wa s ," h e s a id , "to s en d Hod ja s to th e 
m os qu es , a ll th rou gh Ra m a za n , to exp la in liber ty a n d 
equ a lity to th e peop le a ll wou ld be a r ra n ged . Th ey were 
only ignorant."  

I s u gges ted th a t ign ora n ce wa s on e of th e m os t 
da n gerou s of en em ies , a n d reflected th a t th e p rea ch in g of 
th e Hod ja s wou ld n ot m en d m a t ters wh ich wa s th e ca se. 
It wa s even th en Ra m a za n , th e town s s wa rm ed with 
Hod ja s , a n d th a t Ra m a za n wa s th e wors t on record for 
years.  

"Alors vou s t rou vez Ma dem ois elle qu e n otre 
Constitution n'a pas encore réussi?" he asked naively.  

"Su cceeded!" s a id I. "How ca n a Con s t itu t ion s u cceed 
in a few weeks ? You h a ve n ot begu n yet . All th e 
d ifficu lt ies n ow begin . Th ere a re th e Serbs , th e Alba n ia n s , 
th e Bu lga r ia n s , th e Tu rks , th e Greeks , th e Vla h s , wh o a ll 
a re of d ifferen t tem pera m en ts a n d h a ve qu ite d ifferen t 
idea s . It is t ru e th a t th ey a ll d is liked th e old Govern m en t , 
bu t if th ey will like th e n ew on e th a t is qu ite a n oth er 
th in g. Th e Alba n ia n qu es t ion , for exa m ple, is of grea t 
difficulty, and needs quite special treatment."  

"Oh m on Dieu , m on Dieu ," s a id h e, "il fa u t a r ra n ger 
quelquechos e." He h a rped a grea t dea l on th e Alba n ia n s . 
En gla n d 's h elp wa s wh a t h e reckon ed on . If on ly En gla n d 
would help. He was very young, and, according to his own 
a ccou n t , h a d n ot been m u ch in th e in ter ior of h is cou n try 
at all.  

Th e b les s ed word Con s t itu t ion s eem ed to be to h im a 
s or t of ta lis m a n , cer ta in to pu t a ll r igh t . Bu t it lea ked ou t 



la ter th a t , in s p ite of h is op t im is m , h e wa s a wa re th a t 
there were "flies in the ointment." He became confidential.  

"After you h a d left , Ma dem ois elle," h e s a id , "a cer ta in 
En glis h m a n a r r ived h ere. He, like you , wis h ed to go u p to 
Dja kova a n d Pr izren . We d is cu s s ed if we s h ou ld s en d 
h im , a n d decided to s en d h im with a gu a rd of s u va rr is ." 
He looked at me interrogatively.  

"Th a t ," s a id I wicked ly for I kn ew perfect ly well wh a t 
es cor ts a re for "wa s n ot n eces s a ry. Un der you r 
Con s t itu t ion a ll is pea ce, is it n ot? For m ys elf, I h a ve 
travelled everywhere without arms or escort in those parts 
without difficulty."  

We looked at one another. He knew that I knew and I 
kn ew th a t h e kn ew, a n d h e s a id s weet ly: "Th a t is t ru e, 
bu t s ee, Ma dem ois elle, th is wa s a lit t le a ffa ir of polit ics . It 
appears that this Monsieur was the secretary of a political 
s ociety, very powerfu l, wh ich h a s even worked m u ch for 
Bu lga r ia n s . Th erefore we th ou gh t it bet ter h e s h ou ld 
travel with an escort. Vous comprenez, n'est pas?"  

"Perfectly," said I.  
"An d ," h e con t in u ed t r iu m ph a n t ly, "it a ppea rs th a t 

we s u cceeded even m a rvellou s ly. All th a t h e s a w 
im pres s ed h im s o well th a t a lrea dy h e h a s h eld a 
con feren ce a bou t ou r Con s t itu t ion , fu ll of en th u s ia s m ." 
We both la u gh ed . All th e wor ld 's a s ta ge. I won dered if I 
were wa tch in g th e la s t s cen es of a fa rce or th e begin n in g 
of a grea t t ra gedy. Th e Con s t itu t ion s eem ed th e lin k th a t 
joined the sublime and the ridiculous.  

Prenk Pasha wisely made no remarks.  
At Ka liva ci, wh ere I pu lled u p a t th e h a n a t n oon 

next day, the farcical element predominated. Marko and I, 
n ot wis h in g to cu m ber th e Pa s h a 's t ra in , h a d s ta r ted 
early by another trail.  

Th e h a n jee, flu s h ed a n d excited , wa s s win gin g by h is 
arms from a beam over his gateway.  

"Don 't com e h ere," h e cr ied ; "I ca n do n oth in g for 
you . Pren k Pa s h a is com in g to-da y, a n d I a m qu ite 
drunk."  

On lea rn in g th a t we s h ou ld be s a t is fied with th e loa n 
of a cook in g-pot , a fire, a n d s om e wa ter , h e a s ked u s in , 
a n d d ropped from h is bea m , a n d , wh ile Ma rko b lew u p 
th e fire, wh ich wa s in th e ya rd , a n d wa rm ed u p th e 
rem a in s of yes terda y's lu n ch , told u s th a t h e h a d been 
thirty years in this place, and had twelve packhorses. Had 
tr ied to do a lit t le bu s in es s expor t in g s u m a ch a n d h ides , 



a n d im por t in g s u ga r a n d coffee, bu t h a d s u ffered grea t ly. 
Wh en ever th e pa y of th e Mird ite za p t ieh s wa s in a r rea rs 
(a n d , a s it depen ds on th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t , th is is 
often th e ca s e), th ey clos e th e roa d , a n d "h old u p" a ll 
goods u pon it t ill th e pa y is for th com in g. Th ey were qu ite 
h on es t , h e s a id , a n d a lwa ys retu rn ed th e goods , bu t th e 
h ides were often ru in ed by a for tn igh t 's deten t ion n ot to 
s pea k of los s of work th rou gh dela yin g th e h ors es a lon g 
with them.  

"Bu t n ow Pren k Pa s h a is com in g. We s h a ll h a ve la w 
a n d order , a n d a ll will go well. I'm goin g to be d ru n k a n d 
happy all day."  

He s a t a n d bea m ed on u s , bu t refu s ed a gla s s of ou r 
ra k ia on th e grou n ds th a t h e wa s qu ite d ru n k en ou gh , 
a n d d id n ot m ea n to be too d ru n k to greet Pren k Pa s h a 
with gunshots when he arrived.  

We left with many promises to return some day when 
h e wa s s ober , a n d d in e s u m ptu ou s ly; a n d , lea vin g th e 
valley, struck up over hills that, thick with sumach scrub, 
b la zed in a glory of gold a n d cr im s on a ga in s t th e in ten s e 
b lu e of th e m ou n ta in s beyon d ; for th e s u m a ch , on e of 
Mirdita's chief exports, lives usefully and dies beautifully.  

At even we ca m e to th e ch u rch of Ka cin a r i, h igh on 
th e h ills ide. Th e p r ies t wa s n ot yet h om e, bu t th e 
ca vern ou s , b la ck -raftered k itch en wa s fu ll of com pa n y. 
We s a t rou n d a grea t fire th a t bu rn t in th e m idd le of th e 
floor ; wh ile on e t in k led m u s ic on a ta m bor itza , a n oth er 
roa s ted coffee a n d tu rn ed th e fra gra n t s eeds , s m ok in g 
a n d b la ck a n d s h in y, on th e ca rved s h ovel-s h a ped t ra y to 
cool and all talked.  

Mird ita d id n ot m ea n to give its elf a wa y. Wou ld 
a ccep t n o Mos lem ru le; b rook n o in ter feren ce with its 
p r ivileges , a n d wa s in n o m ood for con cilia t ion , for th e 
Ca th olics , s o cru elly pers ecu ted la s t win ter a n d s p r in g 
(1907-1908) n ea r Dja kova a n d Pr izren , were, for th e m os t 
pa r t , of Mird ite b lood . Mird ita h a d been on th e poin t of 
des cen d in g to p rotect a n d a ven ge th em , a n d wou ld h a ve 
don e s o by n ow h a d it n ot been for th e u n ivers a l bes a , 
wh ich it cou ld n ot refu s e to s wea r , a ll oth er t r ibes h a vin g 
a ccep ted it . All th eir h opes were cen tred on n ow on Pren k 
Pa s h a . As for th e Con s t itu t ion , it wa s on ly on e m ore 
Mos lem tr ick , "a fla m of th e Devil." Eu ropea n in terven t ion 
was the only possible cure.  



Ou r h os t , two m ore la rge p r ies ts , a n d on e s m a ll 
Fra n cis ca n ca m e in s oon , a ll bou n d for Sh pa l on th e 
morrow.  

Sep tem ber 30 th da wn ed b r igh t a n d b reezy. We 
s ta r ted ea r ly, th e Fra n cis ca n h ea ped u p on a won derfu lly 
a ct ive don key, th e res t of u s on h ors eba ck , a n d a ll th e 
m en of Ka cin a r i t ra ilin g s n a ke-like a fter u s over h ill a n d 
da le. Ou r jou rn ey wa s n ea t ly t im ed . We a r r ived a t th e 
trysting-p la ce ju s t before th e Pa s h a . Th e wood rou n d th e 
lit t le ch u rch , th e h ea r t of Mird ita , wa s fu ll of teth ered 
h ors es ; th e ba re h ills ide beyon d , crowded with Mird ites , 
grou ped a ccord in g to th eir ba r ia ks . Th e m en a n d boys of 
Pren k Pa s h a 's h ou s e s tood forem os t , a n xiou s a n d ea ger 
for th e fir s t glim ps e of th eir Hea d . An d th e m a n u pon 
wh om a ll h opes h u n g ca m e a t th e h ea d of h is es cor t , 
u pon h is wh ite h ors e, a n d rode a rou n d th e grea t 
ga th er in g. A m igh ty cry a ros e. Som e th ou s a n d bu llets 
r ipped with a tea r in g s wis h between th e h ills a s h e 
passed.  

Th e im pos s ib le h a d h a ppen ed ; th e Pr in ce h a d 
retu rn ed to h is peop le. He d is m ou n ted with th e a ir of on e 
th a t kn ows n ot if h e be a s leep or a wa ke. It is h a rd to be 
called on suddenly to play the part of a demi-god.  

We th ron ged in to th e wood , wh ere, u n der a grea t 
t ree, wa s s p rea d a ca rpet . He took h is s ea t u pon a ch a ir , 
h is cr im s on fez m a k in g a b r illia n t b lot on th e green lea f 
ba ckgrou n d . Th en a ll h is m a le rela t ives m a n y born s in ce 
h e wa s exiled were p res en ted to h im . I th ou gh t of th e 
Forest of Arden, where they "fleeted the time pleasantly as 
in th e Golden Age" a s ea ch in tu rn s t rode u p , "a n h ero 
bea u teou s a m on g a ll th e th ron g" d ropped on on e kn ee, 
and d id h om a ge, k is s in g h is ch iefta in 's h a n d with s im ple 
d ign ity. Th e t r ibes m en s tood a rou n d in a grea t circle, th e 
s u n flecks da n cin g on th eir wh ite cloth es , a n d glin t in g on 
gunbarrel and cartridge-belt.  



  

Th ere ca m e a pa u s e. Na tu re, exh a u s ted by em otion , 
n eeded food ; m oreover , it wa s m idda y. I s h a red a cold 
s h eep 's liver with th e two You n g Tu rks , wh o th ou gh it 
wa s Ra m a za n , m a de ea ch a h ea r ty lu n ch , a s wa s noted 
by th e t r ibes m en with con tem pt , for a Mird ite h olds th a t 
to b rea k a fa s t is th e on e u n pa rdon a b le s in . Th e red win e 
flowed , a n d th e cold m u tton wa s h u r led a bou t in lu m ps . 
A few minutes emptied the bottles and bared the bones.  

We a wa ited th e com in g of th e Abba te. Mird ita 
with ou t th e Abba te is "Ha m let" with ou t th e cen tra l figu re. 
Nor h a d we lon g to wa it . His gold -ba n ded ca p s h on e over 
th e h ea ds of th e crowd , th a t pa r ted a n d let h im th rou gh 
on h is fa t wh ite h ors e, ga y with a gold s a dd lecloth , 
followed by the rest of the priests of Mirdita.  

We wen t ou t on to th e ba re h ills ide. Th ere wa s n o 
room a m on g th e t rees for th e grea t con cou rs e n ow 
a s s em bled . Th e m en of th e five ba r ia ks Oros h i, Fa n d i, 
Spa ch i, Ku s n en i, a n d Dib r i a n d th e n eigh bor t r ibe of 
Kthela squatted or knelt in a huge and dense circle.  

It s t ru ck m e s u dden ly th a t a m on g s om e two 
th ou s a n d five h u n dred a rm ed m en I wa s th e s olita ry 
pet t icoa t . Th e You n g Tu rks a n d I were th e on ly 
anachronisms blots on th e old -wor ld p ictu re. Th e Abba te 
stepped into the middle, and spoke with a great voice that 
ra n g over th e la n d . His words were weigh ty "The 
Con s t itu t ion wa s th e will of th e Su lta n . Mird ita wou ld 
rem a in loya l to h im bu t wou ld reta in , a s before, h er 
p r ivileges , a n d be s elf-govern ed a ccord in g to th e Ca n n on 
of Lek Du ka gh in from th is da y for th th os e la ws wou ld be 
t ru ly en forced . Blood-ven gea n ce wa s to cea s e. Pea ce wa s 
to be sworn until Ash Wednesday, 1909, by which time all 



b loods were to be pa cified ; a n d h erea fter a n y m a n th a t 
kills another shall be banished, not only from Mirdita, but 
from a ll Alba n ia . Robbery between th e t r ibes wa s to be 
s topped , a n d th e la w en forced (for on e th in g s tolen two 
s h ou ld be retu rn ed), even were it n eces s a ry to s u m m on 
three battalions from Scutari to help to enforce it."  

Pren k Pa s h a b r iefly con firm ed th e Abba te's s peech ; 
Ka peta n Ma rko s tepped forwa rd a n d em ptied h is revolver 
over u s ; th e circlin g crowd fired in retu rn , a n d b roke u p 
a t on ce in to th e five ba r ia ks , wh ich with d rew ea ch with 
its priests to discuss the momentous announcement.   

 

PRENK PASHA AND A "YOUNG TURK" AT SHPAL, 
MIRDITA, ON PRENK'S RETURN FROM EXILE.  

It wa s a very m om en tou s a n n ou n cem en t . I cou ld 
on ly a dm ire th e s k ill a n d policy of th e Abba te, wh o, a fter 
work in g for fifteen lon g yea rs with a ll th e m ea n s in h is 
power to clea n s e th e la n d of th e cu rs e of b lood in va in , 
h a d s eized th is s u p rem e m om en t in th e t r ibes ' exis ten ce
th e retu rn of th e m a n wh om th ey were born to obey to 
m a ke a bold effor t to crown h is la bou r a n d wipe ou t th e 



cu s tom fin a lly a n d for ever . If h e s u cceeded , th is da y wa s 
the end of the old life, its sins and sorrows.  

Th e Mird ites a re a s ilen t peop le. Th e m eet in gs of 
oth er t r ibes a re a con t in u ou s roa r , a s ea ch s h ou ts th e 
oth er down . Bu t th ere wa s n o cla m ou r from th e five 
grou ps th a t d is cu s s ed in ea rn es t u n der ton es th e qu es t ion 
of "to be or not to be." How was a man to keep his honour 
clea n if h e m igh t n ot s h oot? vexed m a n y a n h on es t s ou l. 
It is bet ter to d ie, s a id th ey, th a n to live d is h on ou red . It 
s eem ed dou b tfu l, very dou b tfu l, if th e t r ibe, a s a wh ole, 
wou ld a ccep t th e term s th a t h a d ta ken bu t a few 
m om en ts to exp la in . Fin a lly, h ered ita ry loya lty to th e 
Ch ief t r iu m ph ed over p r iva te pa s s ion s ea ch p r ies t ca m e 
forwa rd a n d a n n ou n ced th a t h is flock wa s a greed . Pea ce 
wa s p rocla im ed t ill As h Wedn es da y, 1909 , a n d by th en 
ways and means were to be determined.  

Th e five ba r ia ks s p rea d a ga in in a grea t circle. Th e 
Abba te h a d t r iu m ph ed . He s tood erect in th e cen tre, 
order in g with u p lifted a rm th e fin a l volleys , a s th e Pa s h a 
rode round acclaimed by all.  

Th e grea t m eet in g wa s over , th e wh ite grou ps m elted 
a wa y, like s n ow on th e m ou n ta in s . Th e Pa s h a , th e 
Abba te, a n d a ll th e ch ief a ctors in th e s cen e filed in lon g 
p roces s ion down to th e va lley of th e Fa n i i vogel, on th eir 
wa y to th e Abba te's Pa la ce a t Oros h i. Soon n on e were left 
on th e h is tor ic s pot , bu t th e dea d a s leep in th e lon ely 
gra veya rd . A ch ill win d a ros e, a n d th e a u tu m n lea ves fell 
in s h owers . For bet ter or for wors e, a pa ge h a d been 
tu rn ed in Alba n ia 's h is tory. Th e s u m m er h a d gon e, th e 
year was dying. I had seen the Land of the Living Past.    

EPILOGUE  

"For th e s u res t wa y to p reven t Sed it ion s is to ta ke 
a wa y th e Ma tter to th em . For if Fu ell be p repa red it is 
h a rd to tell wh en ce th e Spa rk s h a ll com e th a t s h a ll s et it 
on Fire. Th e Ma tter of Sed it ion s is of Two k in des Much 
Poverty and Much Discontent."  

EVENTS m oved fa s t . Alrea dy th e Mos lem s s u s pected 
th a t Con s t itu t ion wa s a n a t ta ck on th eir religion . 
Throughou t Ra m a za n th ey ra n th rou gh th e Ch r is t ia n 
qu a r ters a t n igh t , yellin g, bea t in g on doors , b rea k in g 
la m ps . Th e You n g Tu rk Com m it tee wh en a ppea led to wa s 



power les s . Th e old t roops h a d a ll left . Th eir pa y, by th e 
wa y, wa s "borrowed" from th e Ch r is t ia n s , wh o "len t" it 
les t th eir s h ops be looted . Th e n ew recru its h a d bu t ju s t 
com e in , a n d were a ll u n dr illed . Police force th ere wa s 
n on e s u fficien t . A crowd of Mos lem s dem a n ded th e 
clos in g of th e clu b th e Ch r is t ia n s h a d ju s t open ed . Th e 
You n g Tu rks a dm it ted th e clu b 's r igh t to exis t , bu t 
ordered its closure, unable, in truth, to protect it.  

Au s tr ia a n n exed Bos n ia . Th is s t ill fu r th er in cen s ed 
th e Mos lem s both a ga in s t th e Ca th olics (wh o a re 
n om in a lly u n der Au s tr ia n p rotect ion ) a n d a ga in s t th e 
Young Turks for submitting to it.  

Th ree t im es ru m ou rs ca m e in th a t wa r h a d begu n . 
"Let it com e," s a id every on e, "n o m a t ter wh ere or with 
wh om ." Wa r m igh t s m a s h u p th e n ew regim e. On on e 
point Christian and Moslem agreed; Albania had never yet 
en t irely a ccep ted Tu rk is h ru le, a n d wou ld n ot be ch ea ted 
ou t of it s r igh ts by You n g Tu rks . "It wou ld be a s econ d 
Turkish conquest."  

It wa s h oped a t fir s t th e Con s t itu t ion rea lly m ea n t 
s om e reform . Wh en th e Ch r is t ia n s fou n d th in gs wors e 
th a n before, th eir h opes fa ded . On e s pecia l "reform " 
hoped for wa s th a t a m on g th os e to be a r res ted a n d m a de 
to d is gorge th eir p lu n der , wou ld be Ezza d Bey, ca lled th e 
"tyra n t of Tira n a ," of wh om in th e n eigh bou rh ood of 
Tira n a I h ea rd m u ch com pla in t . He wa s "a b roa d for h is 
h ea lth ." Folk s a id h e wou ld n ot da re retu rn . Wh en th e 
revolu t ion h a d been effected , h owever , h e retu rn ed a n d 
a n n ou n ced th a t h e wa s on th e You n g Tu rk s ide, a n d wa s 
pu t on th e Com m it tee of Un ion a n d Progres s . Th is s h ook 
folks' faith as to the beneficial nature of the progress to be 
made.  

Th e elect ion s d rew n ea r . Th e electora l d is t r ict of 
Scu ta r i in clu des n ea r ly a ll th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes , a n d , a t a 
m odera te com pu ta t ion , th ere a re two Ch r is t ia n s to on e 
Mos lem . Wh en th is t ra n s p ired , th e a u th or it ies p roceeded 
to d is qu a lify Ch r is t ia n s in n u m bers . Th e m ou n ta in m en 
th en s en t depu t ies to th e Arch b is h op . He ca lled a la rge 
m eet in g of town a n d m ou n ta in Ch r is t ia n s , wh ich deba ted 
two da ys . He th en telegra ph ed to th e Gra n d Vezir a n d th e 
Djim iets a t Con s ta n t in op le, Sa lon ik i, a n d Mon a s t ir , 
a s k in g on ly for a fa ir cou n t . He received n o rep ly a t a ll. 
Bu t a telegra m wa s s en t to th e Va li, b idd in g h im p roceed 
with th e elect ion . Th e Arch b is h op a s ked to s ee th e 



telegra m , a n d wa s refu s ed . He ca lled to s pea k with th e 
Vali, and was not admitted.  

Next da y a ba llot -box wa s s en t to th e Ca th edra l 
grou n ds , a n d th e Ch r is t ia n s were told to vote. Th ey 
rep lied th a t a s th e res u lt wa s a foregon e con clu s ion , a n d 
th e electora te h a d n ot been ch os en a ccord in g to th e ru les 
of th e Con s t itu t ion , th ey wou ld n ot . Als o a ll n ot ices a bou t 
th e elect ion h a d been given ou t in Tu rk is h u n ders tood by 
very few, a n d n ot in th e la n gu a ge of th e peop le, a s s et 
forth by the rules. Two Moslems were elected. I asked why 
fu r th er p rotes t h a d n ot been m a de, a n d wa s told : "Th is is 
the first election, and will be the last. Why trouble?"  

Oth ers la m en ted b it ter ly, s a yin g, "Bu t a few weeks 
a go we were s o h a ppy. We th ou gh t a t la s t ju s t ice wou ld 
be don e. Fools th a t we were. Cu rs ed be h e th a t pu t teth 
h is fa ith in a Tu rk . Th e wolf ca n ch a n ge h is h a ir , bu t n ot 
his habits."  

Nation a l developm en t a n d fa ir p la y h a d been h oped 
for . Bu t wh en Dervis h Him a , a well-kn own Alba n ia n 
litera ry m a n , retu rn ed to Scu ta r i a fter a lon g a bs en ce in 
Eu rope, h e wa s a r res ted for s pea k in g of th e h opes of 
Alba n ia a n d th rown in to p r is on . Th ere wa s n o Albanian 
nation, said the new Government; all were Ottomans.  

No Alba n ia n will ca ll h im s elf a n Ottom a n . Dervis h 
Him a m a de s u ch a n a dm ira b le defen s e th a t th e cou r t 
could not convict him. He was sent to Saloniki for re-trial, 
a n d fin a lly, a fter m u ch dela y, a cqu it ted . Bu t th e a ffa ir 
made a very bad impression.  

Abou t th is t im e th e Greeks poin ted ou t th a t , 
a ccord in g to th e b roken Ber lin Trea ty, cer ta in la n ds 
rou n d J a n in a s h ou ld be Greek . Th e Tu rks th en ca lled on 
th e Alba n ia n n a t ion , wh os e exis ten ce th ey h a d before 
denied, to defend their lands.  

Mea n wh ile th e u n lu cky fifteen Sh a la a n d Sh os h i 
m en , a r res ted in th e fir s t week of th e Con s t itu t ion , h a d 
been over two m on th s u n tr ied in p r is on . Appea ls to th e 
Djimiet, pointing out they had broken no law, elicited only 
the reply, "No time to attend to it."  

Fin a lly th e m ou n ta in m en , fu r iou s , th rea ten ed to 
des cen d on th e town a n d force th eir relea s e. Th ey were 
th en s et free. Bu t it wa s too la te to res tore th e s h a t tered 
faith of the tribes.  

"Wh y," I wa s a s ked on a ll s ides , "do th e En glis h 
people, who have a hundred times declared the Turk unfit 
to ru le, believe h e h a s ch a n ged h is wh ole n a tu re in 



twenty-fou r h ou rs ? Wh y, a fter h old in g ou t h opes to th e 
Ba lka n peop les , do th ey n ow rejoice to n a il u s on ce m ore 
u n der th e Tu rk? Wh y s h ou ld we s u ffer beca u s e it s u its 
British politics that the Turk should remain?"  

"Give u s a p rotectora te s u ch a s Crete h a s , u n der 
wh ich we ca n becom e a u ton om ou s ," s a id Alba n ia ea ger ly. 
(Crete was then reckoned free and safe.)  

"Th e Con s t itu t ion is bu t a tem pora ry a ffa ir th a t will 
not ultimately upset our plans," said Bulgaria sweetly.  

"We s h a ll s u ppor t it t ill we a re qu ite rea dy to m ove, 
and not a moment longer," said Greece decidedly.  

"Its exis ten ce wou ld be th e ru in of a ll ou r n a t ion a l 
hopes," said Servia and Montenegro sadly.  

"En gla n d h a s betra yed u s !" cr ied a ll th e Ba lka n 
peop les a gh a s t : "wh ere a re th os e Libera l fr ien ds in wh om 
we believed , a n d wh o u rged ea ch of u s in tu rn 'to go in 
and win'?"  

"We h a ve th e wh ole Germ a n a rm y beh in d u s , a n d 
shall take what we please. You (England) can do nothing!" 
cried Austria jubilant.  

It was not until I came to London in December (1908) 
that I met people who really believed in "Konstitutzioon."  

In th e Ba lka n Pen in s u la , a s els ewh ere, th e fit tes t 
s u rvive in th e s t ru ggle for exis ten ce. Th e n ext few yea rs 
should be interesting.   

I cannot write 
FINIS 

for the END is not yet.     
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